
Eighteenth Sunday in  Ord inary  T ime 3 August 2008
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Today’s First Reading (Isaiah 55:1-3) is one of the great roots of spiri-
tuality for the Biblical tree. It talks about desire. If you are thirsty, 
come to the water. If you are hungry, come and eat. It is as simple as 
that.

Some people laugh if I ask them whether they know the hymn “Come 
to the Water.” To them it is like asking whether they have heard the 
Star Spangled Banner. Since I am the composer of “Come to the Wa-
ter” (but not of the Star Spangled Banner!), I am humbled.

But of course it is not “my” hymn, it is ours. The Christian and Catholic 
community understand Isaiah’s words (the words of the hymn) as naming some-
thing very deep within them, a mighty and profound opening within human beings 
in which they can taste the sweetness of the Lord. I think of huge areas of the world 
physically without enough food or water, such a scourge upon the earth. You and I 
can help solve it. But only by feeling the keen hunger within us for God.

Only God can slake our thirst for being loved and giving love, our need for the whole 
of our life to make sense, our feeling of emptiness at odd times or maybe all the 
time, our desire for “something more” than our difficult lives can provide. Some of 
us are simply hoping that there is some reason for hoping at all.

Only God can give out food good enough to satisfy our longing, because only God is 
the creator and lover of all that is. He is not some being who created the world 
some time in the distant past and then sat back to let things take their course, how-
ever rough that course may be. God creates all things right now, continuing to keep 
everything in existence right this second. Even one centimeter of a second’s inatten-
tion on the part of God and the world would cease.

To the eyes of faith this continuous creation is a beautiful cause for quiet gratitude.

“Come to the Water” says as much: “Why should you spend your life, except for the 
Lord.” The word “spend” here calls to mind spending your wages. But more impor-
tant, the Gospel for Sunday says how Jesus paid out his own life. It is a special 
scene. Jesus is grieving for his mentor and friend, John the Baptist. He want to be 
alone in order to let that grief happen. But instead of solitude, Jesus finds a huge 
crowd of hungry people, hoping he will feed their souls. His heart is moved by them. 
He puts aside his own sadness and cures them. He feeds their hunger and slakes 
their thirst.

In the Gospel reading it is their physical needs he attends to, as a symbol of their 
deeper hunger. And on Sunday you and I will be fed by his life itself (especially 
when we hear the readings) and by his very passion, death and resurrection 
(Eucharistic rite, Communion). We are invited in. Our deepest longing is to be as-
suaged. We are fed.

“Take this, all of you, and eat it. This is my body.” 

Our Longing
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Prayers Before Mass

   When we enter the church, we come into the 
Presence of the Living God. Take the time before 
Mass to place yourself in His Presence and to ask 
for His Mercy for your sins and those of the 
whole world, that the Sacrifice of the Mass may 
not be offered in vain.

Prayer of Reparation to 
the Most Holy Trinity

O Most Holy Trinity, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, I adore You profoundly and 
I offer You the most precious Body, 
Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus Christ, 
present here and in all the tabernacles 
of the world, in reparation for the sacri-
leges, outrages and indifference by 
which He is everywhere offended. 
Through the infinite merits of His most 
Sacred Heart and the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, I beg of you the conver-
sion of poor sinners. 

My God,
I believe, I adore, I trust, 
and I love You.
I beg pardon for those who do not
believe, do not adore, do not trust and 
do not love You.

My Jesus, I love You
My God, My God, I adore You in the
Most Holy Sacrament.

Chaplet of Mercy
to be prayed on regular Rosary beads:

Our Father……..
Hail Mary………
The Apostles Creed ( I believe……..)

On the large beads:

Eternal Father, I offer You the Body 
and Blood Soul and Divinity of Your 
Dearly beloved Son, Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, in atonement for our sins and 
those of the whole world

on the smaller beads:

For the sake of His sorrowful Passion,
have mercy on us and on the whole 
world.

in conclusion, say three times:

Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Im-
mortal On, have mercy on us 
and on the whole world. 

Eternal God, in whom Mercy is endless 
and the treasury of compassion, inex-
haustible, look kindly upon us and in-
crease Your Mercy within us, so that, in 
difficult moments, we may not despair 
nor become despondent, but with great 
confidence submit ourselves to Your 
Holy Will, which is Love and Mercy it-
self.

The Eucharist and Sanctity
by Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J.

How To Believe?

This must seem like an odd question: how are we to believe in the Real 
Presence? By believing, we might answer. How else do you believe? True 
enough. But more concretely, how are we to express our belief? We are to 
express our belief by doing on our part what Christ does on His part. He 
comes to us. So we must come to Him, and this is not locomotion through 
space. He comes down to us. We must come up to Him. He is present in the 
Eucharist in order to be near to us. We must be present – change the accent –
we must be present to the Eucharist in order to be near to Him. He went to the 
superhuman length of becoming man, then changing bread and wine into 
Himself, then giving His Apostles the power to do the same, then giving them 
the power to pass on this power to others to do the same. And in virtue of that 
power, He is now here with us. He wants us, in turn, also now, here, to be with 
Him. And here nobody cheats. It is impossible in human terms to exaggerate 
the importance of being in a church or chapel before the Blessed Sacrament 
as often and for as long as our duties and state of life allow. I very seldom re-
peat what I say. Let me repeat this sentence. It is impossible in human lan-
guage to exaggerate the importance of being in a chapel or church before the 
Blessed Sacrament as often and for as long as our duties and state of life al-
low. That sentence is the talisman of the highest sanctity.

What I am expressing is not a pious practice or a luxury of the spiritual life. 
I am talking about its essence. Those who believe what I am saying and act 
on their belief are in possession of the greatest treasure available to man in 
this valley of tears. As by now thousands of saintly men and women have tes-
tified from experience, this is somewhere near the key to holiness. For this 
reason, I strongly recommend that each of us make a resolution – no matter 
how much the decision may cost us – to make a holy hour before the Blessed 
Sacrament exposed or reserved at least once a month or, if possible, once a 
week, and if we have the grace and our vocation in life permits it, even several 
times a week. Think of the empty hours that people spend weekly before the 
television screen – an average I am told of some twenty hours per man, 
woman and child in America. God help America!

Someone may object, "But you are talking about mystics or saints, and I 
am neither. I am just an ordinary Catholic trying to save my soul." My reply: 
there can be no ordinary Catholics today, not with the revolution through 
which society is passing and the convulsion in the Church on every level. The 
Church today needs strong Catholics, wise Catholics, Catholics who are not 
swayed by public opinion or afraid to stand up for the truth. She needs Catho-
lics who are willing to suffer for their convictions and, if need be, shed their 
blood for the Faith.

Where, we ask, can they obtain this strength and wisdom, this patience 
and conviction and this loyal love of God that is faithful unto death? They can 
obtain it from the one who said, "Have courage, I have overcome the world." 
He is not two thousand years away, or absent from the earth in a distant 
heaven that cannot be spanned. No, He is right here in the Eucharist. And He 
wants nothing more than that we also be with Him as much as we can. If we 
are, and the more we are - as the great Eucharistic saints tell us – He will not 
only make us holy, but He will use us as He used those in Palestine who, 
when He first made the promise of the Eucharist, did not walk away. He will 
use us as channels of His grace even to the ends of the earth and until the 
end of time. 
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Current Events Liturgical Ministers

Schedule

"While you are proclaiming 
peace with your lips, be careful 

to have it even more fully in 
your heart." 

St. Francis of Assisi

August 9-10, 2008
Nineteenth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time

Vigil Mass
4 p.m. St. Martin’s

Servers

Lectors

EMOC

8:30 a.m.  St. Paul

Lectors

EMOC

11:00 a.m.  St. Martin

Servers

Lectors

EMOC

Endless Mountains 
Children’s Choir

      Children who love to 
sing are invited to partici-
pate in the Endless Moun-
tains Children’s Choir. 

      The choir meets every 
Thursday at 6 p.m. at South 
Gibson United Methodist 
Church. The choir has a busy 

summer schedule with several concerts in 
various venues—including the Harford Fair.

For more information, contact Boyd 
Manzer at 756-3047. 

ST. MARTIN’S  CHURCH 
CLEANING TEAM

Week of August 4th

Eileen Hartman
Rose Parkinson

Please Remember in Prayer

Mel Darrow
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Jeanette

Anthony LaCalamita
Genevieve Leet
Alan Lipschutz
Patrick Mazza

Michael McCarthy
 Julia Padaletti
Jan Westfall

Jennie Zimowski

all our hospitalized 
and homebound parishioners

Page 3Eighteenth Sunday in  Ordinary T ime

Holy Hour with our Lord in the Blessed Sacra-
ment every Thursday evening at 7 p.m. in St. 
Martin’s Church. Plan to attend this hour.

“Pray for souls that they be not afraid to 
approach the Tribunal of My Mercy. Do 
not grow weary of praying for sinners. 
You know what a burden their souls are 
to My Heart. Relieve My deathly sorrow; 
Dispense My Mercy.”

(Diary of St. Faustina  # 975)
(Diary of St. Faustina # 904)

The Parish Community

Of St. Martin and St. Paul 

Presents its

“NOT ON LABOR DAY”

ANNUAL TURKEY

DINNER

SUNDAY, AUGUST 31st

From Noon to 4 p.m.

In St. Martin’s Hall

Raffle Tickets now on sale

Basket Raffle Tickets now on sale

Tell your neighbors and friends that 
“it’s not on Labor Day!” and come to 

our annual event on Sunday  this year!

Don’t Forget your Parish!

If you are planning to be away this sum-
mer, remember to keep your contributions 
up to date. Your parish depends on your 
consistent generosity to meet its financial 
obligations.

Presented by the St. Martin Players
On the Parish Green—Jackson, PA

Friday and Saturday,  August 1 and 2    6:30 p.m.

Saturday,  August 9    6:30 p.m.

Sunday,    August 10    2 p.m. Matinee performance

For tickets or more information, contact Dolores at 756-3305 

SUMMER 
SWEETS

Koffee Klatch
THIS Sunday

August 3rd —following the 
11 a.m. Mass

Bring your favorite 

Summer Sweet Dish to share!

ALL ARE WELCOME
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Your Offering 

July 27, 2008

Loose  

Candles

Offertory SM

Offertory SP

Children’s Offering

Assumption

All Saints

Dues

Diocesan 

Assessment

Fuel

Donation

Your 

offering 

National Collections
(Donations to these collections are sent to the 

Diocese)

Peter’s Pence

Mission Co-operative

Catholic Relief Services

Total National 

Collections

Total Collection

Additional Account Deposits

Mother’s Day Remembrances

(STIPEND)

Cemetery

Total Add. Accounts 

Total Deposits 

Parish Checkbook this Week
Balance Forward 
(07/25/2008)

Income

Loose 

Candles

Offertory SM

Offertory SP

Children

Dues

Diocesan Assessment

Utilities

Mission Co-operative 

Peter’s Pence

Other Income

Transfer from Fundraising 
Account

Total Income 

(07/28/2008)

Balance Forward

+ Income this week

Total Available Funds

Expenditures

Administration

Rectory

Liturgy

Religious Education

Operation & Maintenance

Insurance

Diocesan School Subsidy

National Collections 

Payments

Total Expenses

Funds Available

- expenses

Balance 

(07/31/08)

Catholic Relief Services

Bulletin Ads 

Questions and Answers about 
Diocesan Finances

How does the Diocese have the right 
to collect a monetary assessment 
from a parish?

According to the Code of Canon Law, 
the Bishop has the right to impose a 
moderate tax on parishes subject to his 
authority. This tax, which should be 
proportionate to a parish’s income, is for 
diocesan needs and may be imposed 
only after hearing the diocesan finance 
council and the priests’ council. The 
Diocese of Scranton like all other Dio-
ceses throughout the United States re-
lies on the generosity of parishioners fro 
financial support for the complete array 
of services offered to parishes and di-
ocesan institutions. In addition to the 
agencies and offices of the Diocese 
which receive financial support, do-
nated monies are used for the educa-
tion of seminarians, the care of aged 
and infirm clergy, diocesan obligations 
to the Church in this country and 
throughout the world and for needs of 
the poor.

Some diocese assess parishes at a rate 
up to 25% of their total income. The 
rate of assessment for parishes within 
the Diocese of Scranton is 9.5%. It is only 
because of the success of the Diocesan 
Annual Appeal that the rate has been 
able to remain constant. The Diocese in 
itself generates very little income. It is 
dependent upon parishes to provide the 
financial support required to continue 
the mission of the Church.

In addition to assessments, my parish 
pays other bills to the Diocese. What are 
these extra costs?

Among other operational costs borne 
by every parish there are the costs for 
clergy health insurance and pension, 
property liability and workers compen-
sation insurance. Self-insurance pro-
grams and pension plans have been 
established by the Diocese to keep these 
costs as minimal as possible. Bills paid to 
the Diocese by parishes are to meet 
these operational costs.

Parish 

Financial

Page
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Bills for July, 2008

Vendor Amt. due Date Paid Total Paid
Diocese of Scranton—Clergy Salary 2,261.00 7/10/08 2,261.00

Diocese of Scranton—School Subsidy 1,097.75 7/17/2008 1097.75

Diocese of Scranton—Parish Assessment 977.17 7/17/2008 977.17

Diocese of Scranton—Clergy Care/Wellness 182.17 7/17/2008 182.17

Diocese of Scranton—Self Insurance 761.92 7/17/2008 761.92

Diocese of Scranton—Clergy Pension 500.00 7/17/2008 500.00

Diocese of Scranton—Clergy BC/BS 948.42 7/17/2008 948.42

Diocese of Scranton—Post Retirement Fund 333.34 7/17/2008 333.34

Diocese of Scranton—Office for Parish Life
Annual Assessment 150.00 7/17/2008 150.00

Diocese of Scranton—National Collections
Mission Co-op 510.00

Diocese of Scranton—National Collections
Peter’s Pence 259.75

Diocese of Scranton—National Collections
Catholic Relief Serv 42.00

Boot-A-Pest Exterminator 27.00

Canon Financial
Copier Lease 202.81

Freddy’s Refuse 75.00 7/17/2008 75.00

Gasoline for Parish Truck 79.00 7/08/08 79.00

Gilleran’s Lawn Care— St. Paul’s Church 160.00 7/17/2008 160.00

Golden Business Machines
Maintenance Contract—copier 68.00

HSBC—Office Max     Office Supplies 156.74

M & M Fuel Service  Oil for SM SP SMR 700.00 7/17/2008 700.00

Miriam Page  - Taxes 337.12

NEPA Telephone— Cable Service 45.00

NEPA Telephone— Internet Service 23.20

NEPA Telephone Phone Service—Office 64.90

NEPA Telephone—SM Hall 23.94

Parish Data System—Census/Contribution pgm 23.00

Passionist Sisters—Altar Bread

Payroll— Business Manager 400.00

Payroll—Housekeeper

Payroll—Organist (Sue Lee) 200.00

PENELEC  - Rectory 88.37 7/17/2008 88.37

PENELEC— SM Church 49.21 7/17/2008 49.21

PENELEC—SM shed 7.74 7/17/2008 7.74

Perpetual Candle Co.   = Church candles

Postage 169.00

S & M Lawn Care  St. Martin’s Church & Rectory 340.00 7/10/08 340.00

Schneider’s Market 196.61 7/10/08 196.61

Staples Office Supplies 24.36 7/15/08 24.36

Total Bills      
$11,484.52

Total paid 
to date $8,932.06

Church Budget—Offertory envelopes

My parish pays money to Catholic 
Schools. How is Catholic education 
funded in the Diocese?

There are 40 elementary schools and 8 
high schools operating in the Diocese. 
The annual budget for these institutions 
totals approximately $50 million. There 
are three major sources of income for 
the schools: tuition paid by parents, 
fund raising, and parish contributions or 
subsidies. Contributions from the par-
ishes exceed $15 million. In addition, the 
Diocese provides more than $3 million in 
school aid through the Diocesan Annual 
Appeal, the Educational improvement 
Tax Credit Program, and from grants 
and endowments.

For what are my Diocesan Annual Ap-
peal Contributions used?

The Diocesan Annual Appeal contribu-
tion is an important means in funding 
the Diocesan Administrative Offices’ 
budget. It provides funding for Catholic 
schools, parish religious education pro-
grams, funds for diocesan offices serving 
parishes including the Catholic Light 
and Catholic Television, Hispanic minis-
try, clergy education, and the upkeep 
of Diocesan properties.

Without the Diocesan Annual Appeal, 
the assessment rate to the parishes 
could not remain as low as it is cur-
rently. The Appeal is essential to the 
financial well-being of the Diocese.

TO BE CONTINUED

(excerpted from the Diocesan Pub-
lication: 
DIOCESE OF SCRANTON—
Questions and Answers About 
Diocesan Finances. )
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The Transfiguration 
(Metamorphoses) of our Savior

By His Grace Bishop Joseph of Arianzos

A little while before His voluntary Immacu-
late Passion and His death on the Cross, Christ 
isolated Himself for prayer on top of a hill (a 
mountain, as it is given geographically in Pales-
tine), which is known by the name Tabor. With 
Him were present His three exceptionally loved 
and trustworthy Disciples, namely Peter, James 
and John.

If we are to accept the opinion of Euse-
bious of Caesaria, which Saint Nikodemus the 
Hagiorites also agrees with, as well as other 
Holy Fathers of the Church, this event must 
have taken place forty days before His Pas-
sion. However, the exact number of days, for 
us, is not of great significance. What is impor-
tant is the reality of the event itself.

"And while He was praying, the appear-
ance of His countenance was altered" writes 
the Evangelist Luke "and His raiment became 
dazzling white"  (Luke 9:29). According to Mat-
thew and stated more explicitly: "And He was 
transfigured before them and His face shone 
like the sun, and His garments became white 
as light" (Matthew 17:2). Likewise appeared, in 
front of the eyes of the Disciples, Moses and 
Elijah, who were conversing with Jesus, they 
were overshadowed by a bright mist, a lumi-
nous cloud. And from this mist, a voice was 
heard, which said: "This is my beloved Son, 
with Whom I am well pleased! Listen to Him!"

This event constitutes a triple divine 
revelation , when the identity of Jesus is re-
vealed to the Apostles. That is not only the 
strange change in His appearance and the 
inundation of light which emanated from His 
face, but the witnessing of the voice of the 
Father and the presence of the two most holy 
people from the "other side", that is, Moses and 
Elijah are confirming without a margin of doubt 
that Jesus is not just a simple person, or a wise 
teacher, a virtuous reformer of some new-wave 
of life-style, a charismatic miracle-worker, or 
even, a Prophet or a Saint, but He is the Son 
and the Word of the Living God ! True God 
from True God! light from light! The true and 
eternal light, which illuminates and sanctifies 
"every person who comes into the world". It is 
revealed in a triumphant way that He who lived 
with them for a whole three years and asked: 
"who the people say that I am?" (Matthew 
16:13); the One Who treated them as friends 
and brothers, Who in a short while will be 
driven to the awesome Golgotha, the (place of 
a skull), where He will be crucified and die; and 
the One Who was buried in a stranger's tomb, 
like a common mortal, a foreigner, rejected by 
the people, even as one of the departed! He 
who will appear insignificant and weak, without 
"stately or comeliness". He is the One True 
God, the only worthy of worship, Adonijah, 
the Lord, Elohim, Jehovah - as some may 
prefer!... Thus, when they will see Him on the 

Cross, suffering and dying, according to His 
second nature, the human one, this should not 
cause them to be scandalized and loose their 
faith, but to comprehend that His Passion and 
His death were voluntary, a further emptying of 
Himself, an overflow of His love for Man and 
his salvation. Furthermore, to preach to the 
entire world that He, truly He, the One Cruci-
fied, Buried and Resurrected, Jesus Whom 
they saw and acquainted themselves with, in 
His company, heard and felt with their hands, is 
the reflection of the glory of the Father which so 
beautifully the Kontakion (hymn) of the cele-
brated day underlines:

"You were transfigured on the mount, and 
Your Disciples, so far as they were able, be-
held Your glory, O Christ our God; so that, 
when they should see You crucified, they 
should remember that Your suffering was vol-
untary, and could declare to all the world that 
You are truly the effulgent Splendor of the Fa-
ther"!

Hence, the Transfiguration of Christ is a 
revelation of His divine identity and certainly 
within the limits which the Apostles could up-
hold "so far as they were able". It is impossible 
for someone to see God in all His glory and 
grandeur, and to survive!... The dazzle, the 
surprise, the awe and the excessive joy - if one 
is purified, like Peter, James or John and all the 
Saints throughout the ages - or the sadness, if 
he is unclean and unrepented - like the majority 
of us, will destroy him. It will yield to him apo-
plexy!... This is why the All-Merciful God suita-
bly organises the things and reveals only a 
portion of His light, of His magnificence and of 
His glory, as much as His Disciples can en-
dure!... Then again, as He reinforces them 
spiritually, in an exceptional manner, transform-
ing their inner-self and not allowing them to 
remain in their usual state, that of a weak eve-
ryday human!...

Furthermore, the Transfiguration of our 
Saviour is a revelation of the Mystery of the 
Holy Trinity ; The Son and Word of the Father 
is present bodily on Tabor, as the God-Man 
Jesus Christ. The Father is heard to be saying: 
"This is my beloved Son, with Whom I am we// 
pleased". The Holy Spirit appears in a para-
doxical form of a bright mist. A bright cloud is 
an oxymoron! However, the Comforter makes 
His presence perceivable in a "holy-
paradoxical" and most "God-properly" manner, 
above and beyond every "logical" or "normally 
occurring" event!...

This truth is expressed marvelously in the 
most theological "Exaposteilarion" hymn of the 
Matins of the celebrated day: "O You Word, 
untransformable Light, the Light the unborn 
Father, by Your light which has shown today on 
Tabor, we have seen the Father's light and the 
Spirit's light, lighting the whole creation".

In the Byzantine iconography, I mean the 
Orthodox iconography, the icon of the Trans-
figuration of Christ clearly expresses this reve-
lation of the Mystery of the Holy Trinity. Christ 
appears on Tabor in two successive bright 
figures, "glories" - as they are called. An oval or 
circle, which symbolizes the bright mist, and 
another shape in a form of a rhombus or some-
thing like an isosceles triangle with rays ema-
nating from its base, depicting symbolically the 

voice of the Father. Therefore, the holy icon of 
the Transfiguration is for us, the Orthodox, 
simultaneously an icon of the Most-Holy Trin-
ity !

The Transfiguration of our Savior reveals 
something more! It reveals what is to become 
of us , the faithful, provided of course we love 
Him sincerely and keep all His commandments 
and proceed in accordance with His divine 
wishes, and labor with honor His orders of 
deliverance, enforcing His Bible unadulterated, 
and living the life of the Church in purity, and 
correct worship in communion with all the 
Saints, equally with those of the "Triumphant", 
and those in the "Militant" Church, who consti-
tute the non-deceived teachers and leaders of 
those wishing salvation.

The divine alteration that occurred to the 
three Disciples on Tabor during the time of the 
Transfiguration of the lord will happen to us too 
and we will be worthy to become "God-
viewers", like them and all the Saints of the 
ages. The light which they received from the 
strange and the not-created light of His Godli-
ness not only to their human eyes but through-
out their whole body and soul, as far as the 
depths of their existence, which made them 
lighted and "God-similars", we will also receive!

That unspeakable joy which was fore-
tasted, and made the always enthusiastic Peter 
to say: "Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You 
wish, we will make three booths here, one for 
You and one for Moses and one for 
Elijah." (Matthew 17:4). let us stay here, he 
wanted to say, forever on Tabor, never to de-
scend to the daily routine of contemporary 
reality and the earthly afflictions!... This God-
given joy, the only true and inalienable joy, will 
also come to us... The eternal beatitude which 
Moses and Elijah enjoyed and erected to the 
right and left of the God-Man, will be granted to 
us too...We will become "communicants of the 
Divine Nature" (2 Peter 1:4) and partakers of 
the eternal life... Saints from the sole Saint!... 
Righteous from the only Righteous One and 
lights from the only true Light!... Small gods, by 
the Grace of God, and not because of our wor-
thiness!... Gods with a lowercase initial 'g', from 
the Only God, the Great, the only One worthy 
to be written with a capital initial 'G'!... The 
beginningless Father, the equally beginningless 
Son and the co-eternal All-Holy Spirit!

The certification and credibility of that field 
are our Saints, the ones to whom this already 
has occurred. They have already achieved 
Theosis (Deification) and shine as luminaries 
into the spiritual firmament of the Church, radi-
ating the light of the knowledge of God and the 
true Theology. Our Saints with the miracles 
they perform are partakers of the Divine Grace 
and communicants of God, and through their 
holy relics, which are full of the Divine Grace 
and allow us to keep them as a priceless treas-
ure and venerate them feeling their inexpressi-
ble fragrance which they give forth!... We see 
how these holy relics cure the ill and cast away 
the unclean spirits which are visible samples of 
unification with God, thus giving a truthful wit-
nesses that "those who have excelled and 
peaked in virtues - like themselves - will obvi-
ously be worthy of the Godly glory"...!

Saint of the Week
“This great company 

spurs us on to Victory…”
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Catering for all Occasions

ARMETTA’S

PIZZERIA & PUB

Exit 219 off Rt 81

Gibson, PA

(570) 465-5492

or visit our other location

Armetta’s Restaurant

329 Northern Blvd
Chinchilla, PA 

(570) 586—5492

Lisa Winners Beauty Salon

Susquehanna (570) 853-2727

New Milford (570) 465-5353

Full Hair Care and Nail Salons

To Place an Ad
Contact MARK at the Parish Office

Tuesdays or Thursdays 1 -5 p.m.
570-774-2977 

All Ads are billed quarterly

Hadnagy’s 
Mountain Hideaway 

Guest House
Frank and JoAnn Hadnagy

P. O. Box 9  -Stack Rd.
Thompson, PA 18465

Phone: 570-727-3441                                   Fax: 570-727-2193

Website: www.mountainhideaway.net

E-Mail: mthdwy@epix.net     

European Hospitality 
in the Endless Mountains of Northeast Pennsylvania

Briechle & Gelso, LLC
Attorneys at Law

Offering Legal Services in

Personal Injury        Worker’s Compensation

PA State Court Litigation      Criminal Defense

Federal Court Litigation        Construction Law

Contract Disputes        Estates & Wills

Olde Church Emporium
Rt. 92 S.  Jackson

Antiques bought and sold

Furniture  Home Décor   Miniatures  Candles 

God knows what you’ll find there!

Visit our Café and Bake Shoppe.
Café  Bake Shoppe  Tea Room   

Brunch– Lunch   Afternoon Tea  

Baking Bread, Pies and Savories to Order

Open all year :    Thursday—Sunday 10—5
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

Deborah McNamee, proprietor

Phone: 570-756-3402

Boot– A—Pest
Licensed Residential & Commercial

Pest Control Service

Mortgage Wood destroying Inspections
Ants—Mice– Spiders-Bees and Much more

Over 17 years experience

Jeff Owens       Phone 570-281-9410

Chocolates by Irene
Specialty chocolates for all occasions

570-562-2007

All our chocolate is made to order to insure quality and freshness.

Joseph Frye 

Jayne Frye

Owners/Operators

Susquehanna Monuments

for all your cemetery monument needs

Francisco Martinez, Massage Therapist

Healing Touch Practitioner
Therapeutic Touch—Swedish Massage– Reflexology

House Calls     Gift Certificates Available

By Appointment:       (570)815-5566

Please 

Patronize 

our Sponsors

Carpet-Vinyl-Tile

The Carpet Cata-
log

Box 173, Jackson Ave.
Thompson, PA 18465

Sales and Installation

28 Maple St.

P.O. Box 261

Montrose, PA 18801

120 S. Franklin St.

Wilkes-Barre, PA

18701

Upcoming    events

FIDDLER ON THE ROOF
Presented by the St. Martin Players

On the Parish Green—St. Martin’s, Jackson, PA

Friday and Saturday,  August 1 and 2    6:30 p.m.
     Saturday,  August 9                          6:30 p.m.
     Sunday,    August 10                      2 p.m. Matinee 

For tickets or more information, 

contact Dolores at 756-3305 

“Not on Labor Day” Annual Turkey Dinner

SUNDAY, August 31, 2008

1-4 p.m. in the parish hall

Homemade Turkey Dinner with all the trimmings

$8.50 for adults;  $4.50 for children under 12;  

children under 6—free

Harford Fair

August 18-23, 2008

On the fairgrounds in Harford

Rides Farm competitions Good Food

Entertainment throughout the fairgrounds

FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

GIGANTIC FLEA MARKET

FRIDAY, SATURDAY AND SUNDAY

AUGUST 29, 30, 31, 2008

On the grounds of ST. Martin’s

Jackson, PA

“One person’s junk is another person’s treasure!”

MONEY RAFFLE

$1.00 each

FIRST PRIZE—$500.00

Eight other monetary prizes

Drawing: August 31st

BASKET RAFFLE

$1.00 each

3 for $2.00

7 for $5.00

Drawing: August 31st
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The The The 
Parish Parish Parish 

Community Community Community 
of of of 

St. Martin of Tours St. Martin of Tours St. Martin of Tours 
and and and 

St. Paul St. Paul St. Paul 
the Apostlethe Apostlethe Apostle

 R. R. 1 Box 396

Jackson, PA 18825

 Phone: (570) 774-2977

 Fax: (570) 756-2541

Parish Mission 
Statement

   

  We, the Roman Catholic Parish 
of St. Martin of Tours and St. 
Paul the Apostle, in the Diocese 
of Scranton, are a faith commu-
nity of rich, diverse talents and 
cultures.

       We are called to encourage 
all to share God’s gifts, in part-
nership with Him, for the good 
of the Body of Christ. 

       We are a worshipping, Eu-
charistic Community, united with 
the Holy Father, our Bishop and 
our Pastor, to make Christ pre-
sent in our world, through the 
Mass, and united in Him, to pro-
claim the Word of God in works 
of hospitality, charity, and 
mercy.

     We are committed to serving 
one another in the name of Jesus 
Christ, so that the Kingdom of 
God becomes more visible in our 
world today.

This Week in our Parish
Monday

No Morning Mass
Rectory office closed

Tuesday
Morning Mass—9 a.m. Rectory Chapel

Wednesday
Morning Mass—9 a.m. Rectory Chapel

Thursday
Morning Mass—9 a.m. Rectory Chapel

HOLY HOUR—7 p.m. St. Martin’s Church

Friday
Morning Mass—9 a.m. Rectory Chapel

Saturday

No Morning Mass

Confessions 3:00 p.m. SM
Vigil Mass 19OT 4:00 p.m. SM 

Sunday

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Confession 8:00 a.m.. SP by request only
Sunday Mass 8:30 a.m. SP

Sunday Mass 11:00 a.m. SM

Mass Intentions for August 4—10
Feast Intention Offered by

Monday St. John Vianney No Mass Scheduled

Tuesday Dedication of St Mary 
Maggiore Gert Leahy Mr. & Mrs. Steven Sedlack

Wednesday TRANSFIGURATION Joseph Passarelli Brenda & Mike Kelly

Thursday Pope ST. Sixtus & Comp. Matthew Menapace Family

Friday ST. Dominic Monica Klein Klein Family

Saturday
ST. Teresa Benedicta of the 

Cross
(Edith Stein)

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Vigil 4:00 p.m. Parishioners Pastor

Sunday 8:30 a.m.
St. Paul’s Russell & Veronica Baxter Fr. Ken

Sunday
11:00 a.m.
St. Martin’s John Simons Michael & Rita Reavey

No Mass Scheduled

Pastor
Rev. Kenneth M. Seegar

Business Manager
Mark Lipschutz

 Sacristans
Matthew Menapace

Betsy Supancik
Mary Lake
Diane Frye

Pearena Hubel

Liturgical Scheduling
Betsy Supancik

Parish Liturgical Musicians
Sue Nied Lee

Christine Plonski Sezer
Alice Gilleran

Connie Panasevich

Parish 
Pastoral Council

Robert Klein, Chair

Sharon Panasevich, FC rep.

Mark Fallon

Diane Frye     

Charlene Kempa

Alfie Lambert

Connie Panasevich

Parish 
Finance Council

Sharon Panasevich, Chair

Michael Briechle        Rita Reavey

Sara Armetta    Dennis Mann

Frank Kwader    Kim Marco

William Osterhout  Christine Sezer

Religious Ed Program
Charlene Kempa       Alfie Lambert        

Gina Baker         Anthony Maloney   
Ruth Zeck          Maureen Maloney   

Diane Monteforte
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On Sunday, August 31, 2008
(Not On LABOR DAY!)

The Parish Community of 

St. Martin and St. Paul

Will hold their

ANNUAL
TURKEY DIN-

NER

On the grounds of St. Martin’s Church
SR 92 & 492, Jackson, PA

Homemade Turkey Dinner
with all the trimmings!

$8.50 for adults

$4.50 for Children under 12 

Children under 6 Free

Gigantic 
Flea Market!

Huge 

Basket  

Raf f le

Noon t o 4 p. m.

On SUNDAY 

not  M
ONDAY!

COME ONECOME ALL!

Homemade Turkey Dinner

With all the Trimmings!
$8.50 for Adults

$4.50 for children under 12

Children under 6—free!
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