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The first reading, from the book of Deuteronomy 11:18, 26-28, 32, shows us that external 
obedience to laws and commandments doesn’t take us very far. God’s word has to sink into our 
heart and soul, transforming our character and inner attitudes - and it’s when we let God’s 
grace fill our heart and soul that our outward behavior changes accordingly.

In the second reading taken from St. Paul to the Romans; 3:21-25, 28, Paul’s experience of 
meeting Christ convinced him that the starting-point of genuine spirituality is a sense of our own 
weakness and the insufficiency of our own strength, coupled with an openness to God’s grace 
and a sense of dependence on his saving power.

The Gospel reading is taken from Matthew 7:21-27. Do not be afraid to witness to Jesus be-
fore men. In fact, he says, if you deny me before oth-
ers I will deny you before my Father. Hard words. 
When we think of giving testimony to Jesus what usu-
ally comes to our minds are Jehovah Witnesses going 
door to door. But you know, they actually get very 
few converts that way. Most come from our own 
family, friends, co-workers. The most effective way of 
testifying to Jesus is with a peer, over a cup of coffee, 
often in an unguarded moment, to say for example, 
"What has really helped me through this time is 
prayer, my belief in God." That's the kind of testi-
mony that will draw someone to Jesus and his 
Church.

And our actions speak louder than words. How we 
treat other people, how we spend our money and 
our spare time. There are 168 hours in a week, but if 
your friends know your most important hour is at 
Mass worshiping God, that is a powerful testimony. 
Particularly in the summer.

What often keeps us back from testifying to Jesus is 
fear. Someone might laugh at me, make fun of me. 

Call me a hypocrite. Don't be afraid of that. Jesus says, what is whispered in secret will one day 
be shouted from the rooftops. I've been a priest almost 25 years and heard plenty of confessions; 
I can tell you everybody has secrets, awful ones. That includes you and me. We just haven't 
made the 6 o'clock news. Someday we will. Jesus assures us of that. Don't be afraid about what 
folks say about you, they don't know the half of it.

But there is someone we should fear. He who can cast us body and soul into hell. Today we 
tend to downplay the doctrine of eternal punishment, but that was a constant theme of Jesus 
teaching. In fact the majority of references to hell are not found in St Paul or the book or Reve-
lation, but from the lips of Jesus. And He uses scary images–everlasting flames, the worm that 
never dies.

To fear God, his judgment is not just for so called "simple folks." A prominent doctor who 
performed thousands of abortions at some point realized he was killing human beings. He gave 
up his abortion practice, joined the human life movement and in the process went from being 
an atheist to a believer in God. And now he is joining the Catholic church. When asked why he is 
becoming a Catholic, Dr. Nathanson replied, "I do not want to spend forever in hell. I want the 
forgiveness of my sins and that I will have in the Catholic Church through baptism and confes-
sion."

Excerpted from a homily by Fr. Phil Bloom Copyright © 2008 Trinity Communications. All rights reserved. 
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Prayers Before Mass
   When we enter the church, we come into the 
Presence of the Living God. Take the time be-
fore Mass to place yourself in His Presence and to 
ask for His Mercy for your sins and those of the 
whole world, that the Sacrifice of the Mass may 
not be offered in vain.

Prayer of Reparation to 
the Most Holy Trinity

O Most Holy Trinity, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, I adore You profoundly 
and I offer You the most precious 
Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of 
Jesus Christ, present here and in all 
the tabernacles of the world, in repa-
ration for the sacrileges, outrages and 
indifference by which He is every-
where offended. Through the infinite 
merits of His most Sacred Heart and 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary, I beg 
of you the conversion of poor sinners.

My God,
I believe, I adore, I trust, 
and I love You.
I beg pardon for those who do not
believe, do not adore, do not trust and 
do not love You.

My Jesus, I love You
My God, My God, I adore You in the
Most Holy Sacrament.

Chaplet of Mercy
to be prayed on regular Rosary beads:

Our Father……..
Hail Mary………
The Apostles Creed ( I believe……..)

On the large beads:
Eternal Father, I offer You the Body 
and Blood Soul and Divinity of Your 
Dearly beloved Son, Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, in atonement for our sins and 
those of the whole world

on the smaller beads:
For the sake of His sorrowful Passion,
have mercy on us and on the whole 
world.

in conclusion, say three times:
Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy 
Immortal On, have mercy on us 
and on the whole world. 

JUNE—the Month of the Sacred Heart of Jesus

In these troubled times, when so many men and women, families and 
young people are deeply troubled by the afflictions of modern life, there has
never been a greater need (or opportunity) to look to, and rely on, the One 
never failing Resource that can be of help in all our problems and necessities, 
as well as a sure means of attaining perfection and salvation. That is the prac-
tice of the Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Yet the practice of the love 
of, and devotion to, the Sacred Heart is one of the most neglected Devotions 
by a majority of Catholics.

" And He showed me that it was 
His great desire of being loved by men 
and of withdrawing them from the 
path of ruin into which Satan hurls 
such crowds of them, that made Him 
form the design of manifesting His 
Heart to men, with all the treasures of 
love, of mercy, of grace, of sanctifica-
tion and salvation which it contains, in 
order that those who desire to render 
Him and procure for Him all the honor 
and love possible, might themselves be 
abundantly enriched with those divine 
treasures of which this Heart is the 
source.

He should be honored under 
the figure of this Heart of flesh, and its 
image should be exposed...He prom-
ised me that wherever this image 
should be exposed with a view to 
showing it special honor, He would 
pour forth His blessings and graces. 
This devotion was the last effort of His 
love that He would grant to men in 
these latter ages, in order to withdraw them from the empire of Satan which 
He desired to destroy, and thus to introduce them into the sweet liberty of the 
rule of His love, which He wished to restore in the hearts of all those who 
should embrace this devotion."..... "The devotion is so pleasing to Him that He 
can refuse nothing to those who practice it."

from Revelations of Our Lord to St. Margaret Mary Alacoque

Attitudes Needed for the Successful Practice of the Devotion:

�?�� A true love of Jesus Christ and His Sacred Heart, the source of His ex-
cessive mercy, help, graces and blessings.

�?�� Special respect for, and veneration of, the Blessed Sacrament.

�?�� A desire to make Reparation for the neglect, indifference and ingratitude 
of the majority that results in Jesus Christ being left alone, abandoned 
and forgotten on our altars, never visited to offer consolation for such ne-
glect, though He has given us the miracle of His Divine Presence in the 
Blessed Sacrament as a supreme gift to us in His desire to be always with 
us.
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Current Events Liturgical Ministers

Schedule

                                           

“More things are wrought by 
prayer than you dream of in 
your philosophy, Horatio.”
                                     Hamlet

June 7 & 8, 2008
Tenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Vigil Mass
4 p.m. St. Martin’s

Servers Michaela Zeck
Michaela Stephens

Lectors Denise Finagan

EMOC Ruth Zeck

8:30 a.m.  St. Paul

Lectors Peter Janicelli

EMOC Diane Frye

11:00 a.m.  SM

Servers Anja Whitehead 
Olivia Rockwell

Lectors Barry Corrigan

EMOC Andy Whitehead
Betsy Supancik
Charlene Kempa

ST. MARTIN’S  CHURCH 

CLEANING TEAM

Week of June 2

Fran Garrison

Greta Henry

Please Remember in 
Prayer

Mel Darrow
Bob Gilleran Sr.

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Jeanette
Anthony LaCalamita

Jewel Lee
Alan Lipschutz
Boyd Manzer

Patrick Mazza
 Julia Padaletti

Pat Stewart
Nancy Updyke

Rev. Al Vito
all our hospitalized 
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“Know that as often as you come to Me, 
humbling yourself and asking for My 
Forgiveness, I pour out a superabun-
dance of graces on your soul, and your 
imperfections vanish before My eyes, and 
I see only your love and your humility. 
You lose nothing but gain much.”    

Diary of St. Faustina #1293

Holy Hour with our Lord in the Blessed 
Sacrament every Thursday evening at 7 
p.m. in St. Martin’s Church. Plan to at-
tend.

David, Sue, Kevin, and 
Justin Lee wish to express 
their appreciation for 
the Mass for  Helen 
Nied and for all of the 
love and support from 

the Choir and the Parish Community of St. Mar-
tin/St. Paul during Helen's illness, dying, and 
death.

CASTING CALL 

Sunday, June 1 

at 5 PM
Parish Hall

Cast of 25+ needed

Call Chris Lake 

756-2887 

  for more details.

     Next Sunday, June 8th, we will 
honor our graduating high school sen-
iors at a special celebration during the 
11 a.m. Mass. Following Mass, there will 
be an informal reception in the parish 
hall.

Those being honored are:

Patrick Lambert

Angela Petriello

Kirk Fallon

Tara Flor

Craig Soden

Joseph Monteforte

New Parish Phone Number
                        Our new parish number, 

effective June 1, 2008 
is:

570-774-2977

CHANGES OF ADDRESS
      It has come to our attention that 
the Post Office in Susquehanna has is-
sued new addresses so that they can be 
in compliance with the county 911 ser-
vice. It is assumed that the other Post 
Offices will soon be following suit.

We ask all parishioners to 
please inform the parish office of any 
change to your address so that the nec-
essary corrections may be made on your 
parish records. 

Simply drop a note with your 
name and the new address in with your 
envelopes on Sunday. They will be for-
warded to the proper personnel.

In addition, we will notify the 
envelope company. Changes here usu-
ally take 2 months to be effective. (So if 
we send it in now it will effect the Au-
gust mailing!) 

Baccalaureate
Celebration
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Catering for all Occasions

ARMETTA’S

PIZZERIA & PUB

Exit 219 off Rt 81
Gibson, PA

(570) 465-5492

or visit our other location

Armetta’s Restaurant
329 Northern Blvd

Chinchilla, PA
(570) 586—5492

Chocolates by Irene
Specialty chocolates for all occasions

570-562-2007
All our chocolate is made to order to insure quality and freshness.

Order today for your special event!
Bridal or Baby Shower    Easter   Christmas     

Birthday Party   or any special occasion

Your Offering 

Loose  840.00

Candles 5.35

Offertory SM 1158.00

Offertory SP 310.00

Children’s Offering -0-

Easter

Ascension Thursday

Dues 8.00

Diocesan 

Assessment
6.00

Fuel 20.00

Donation

Your 

offering 
2,347.35

National Collections

Rice Bowl

Holy Land

Catholic Home Missions

Communications 130.00

Social Services

Total National Collections 130.00

Total Collection 2,477.35

Additional Account Deposits

Mother’s Day
(Stipend Acct) 

10.00

Cemetery

(Cemetery Acct)
734.00

Total Add. Accounts 744.00

Total Deposits 3,221.35

May 25, 2008

Carpet-Vinyl-Tile

The Carpet Catalog
Box 173, Jackson Ave.

Thompson, PA 18465

Sales and Installation

(570) 727-3350 

Hours: M-F 10a.m.—5 p.m., Sat. 9a.m.—1 p.m. 

Hadnagy’s 

Mountain Hideaway 

Guest House
Frank and JoAnn Hadnagy

P. O. Box 9  -Stack Rd.
Thompson, PA 18465

Phone: 570-727-3441  

Fax: 570-727-2193

E-Mail: mthdwy@epix.net

Website: mountainhideaway.net

European Hospitality 
in the Endless Mountains of NE 

Lisa Winners Beauty Salon

Susquehanna (570) 853-2727

New Milford (570) 465-5353

Full Hair Care and Nail Salons

Collections This Quarter

Collection Goal: $2,000.00 per collection

April 6, 2008 $2,123.00

April 13, 2008 $1,876.55

April 20, 2008 $1,981.85

April 27, 2008 $1,988.75

May 1, 2008

Ascension
$307.75

May 4, 2008 $2,340.00

May 11, 2008 $2,359.15

May 18, 2008 $2,108.40

May 25, 2008 $2,477.35

June 1, 2008

June 8, 2008

June 15, 2008

June 22, 2008

June 28, 2008

Total Collection to date $17,562.80

Total projected collection 
to date (budget)

18,000.00

Actual vs budget

(Parentheses indicate a 
negative amount)

(437.20)
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Briechle & Gelso, LLC
Attorneys at Law

Serving NEPA with 2 offices
Offering Legal Services in

Personal Injury Worker’s Compensation
PA State Court Litigation   Criminal Defense
Federal Court Litigation    Construction Law
Contract Disputes                Estates & Wills
Real Estate              Social Security Disability
Corporate Matters

Michael Briechle, Esq.

Olde Church Emporium
Rt. 92 S.  Jackson
Antiques bought and sold

Furniture  Home Décor   Miniatures  Candles 
Gifts   

God knows what you’ll find there!

Visit our Café and Bake Shoppe.
Café  Bake Shoppe  Tea Room   

Brunch– Lunch   Afternoon Tea  

Baking Bread, Pies and Savories to Order

Open all year Thursday—Sunday 10—5
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

Deborah McNamee, proprietor

or visit us online at

www.oldechurchemporium.com

Boot– A—Pest
Licensed Residential & Commercial

Pest Control Service

Mortgage Wood destroying Inspections

Ants—Mice– Spiders-Bees and Much more
Over 17 years experience

Jeff Owens              Phone 570-281-9410

28 Maple St.
P.O. Box 261
Montrose, PA 
18801
(570) 278-2430

120 S. Franklin St.
Wilkes-Barre, PA
18701

(570)826-1405

Joe Frye
Jayne Frye

Owners/Operators

Susquehanna Monuments
for all your cemetery monument needs

R.R. 2 Box 58
Susquehanna, PA 
18847

Phone: 570-853-3601
Fax:      570-853-3644

Francisco Martinez, Massage Therapist

Healing Touch Practitioner

Therapeutic Touch—Swedish Massage– Reflexology

House Calls     Gift Certificates Available

By Appointment: (570)815-5566

Please 
Patronize our 

Sponsors

Parish Checkbook this Week
Balance Forward 
(05/16/2008) 725.04

Income

Loose 
Candles

Offertory SM

Offertory SP

Children

Ascension

Dues

Diocesan Assessment

Utilities

Hall Rental

Rice Bowl 

Holy Land

Home Missions

Cath. Communications

Other Income

Transfer from Fundrais-
ing Account

Donation
R.E. Fundraising

Total Income 

(05/19/08)

Balance Forward

+ Income this week

Total Available Funds

Expenditures

Administration

Rectory

Liturgy

Religious Education

Plant Operation & 
Maintenance

Insurance

Diocesan School Subsidy

National Collections Pay-
ments

Total Expenses

Funds Available

- expenses

Balance 

(05/21/2008)

In case you haven’t heard….

              Last 
Saturday, during 
the evening 
Mass, our rectory 
was burglarized. 
The burglars 
gained access 
through the 
small window in 
the back office. 
Once inside, they 
took the small 
Sentry Safe 
which was in the 
back office. They 
also mangled the drawer of the filing 
cabinet that contains information on 
the parish accounts. They left the rec-
tory through the office door, which 
they left open. 

At first glance, it was 
thought that this was all that was 
done. Upon further examination, 2 
silver tea services were also removed 
from the rectory. One was 100 years 
old and was located in the hutch in 
the kitchen area of the rectory. The 
other was 25 years old and was an 
anniversary gift for Fr. Ken’s parents. 
Also missing was a set of silver candle-
sticks from the hutch and a set of 
pewter candlesticks from the dining 
room.

Anyone who may have seen 
anything suspicious at the rectory 
during the 4 p.m. Mass last Saturday 
is asked to call Fr. Ken or the State 
Police at Gibson. Officer Burman is 
handling the case.
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The sanctification of the world and the protec-
tion of creation

92. Finally, to develop a profound Eucharistic spirituality that is 
also capable of significantly affecting the fabric of society, the 
Christian people, in giving thanks to God through the Eucharist, 
should be conscious that they do so in the name of all creation, 
aspiring to the sanctification of the world and working intensely 
to that end.(249) The Eucharist itself powerfully illuminates 
human history and the whole cosmos. In this sacramental per-
spective we learn, day by day, that every ecclesial event is a 
kind of sign by which God makes himself known and challenges 
us. The eucharistic form of life can thus help foster a real change 
in the way we approach history and the world. The liturgy itself 
teaches us this, when, during the presentation of the gifts, the 
priest raises to God a prayer of blessing and petition over the 
bread and wine, "fruit of the earth," "fruit of the vine" and 
"work of human hands." With these words, the rite not only in-
cludes in our offering to God all human efforts and activity, but 
also leads us to see the world as God's creation, which brings 
forth everything we need for our sustenance. The world is not 
something indifferent, raw material to be utilized simply as we 
see fit. Rather, it is part of God's good plan, in which all of us are 
called to be sons and daughters in the one Son of God, Jesus 
Christ (cf. Eph 1:4-12). The justified concern about threats to the 
environment present in so many parts of the world is reinforced 
by Christian hope, which commits us to working responsibly for 
the protection of creation. (250) The relationship between the 
Eucharist and the cosmos helps us to see the unity of God's plan 
and to grasp the profound relationship between creation and 
the "new creation" inaugurated in the resurrection of Christ, the 
new Adam. Even now we take part in that new creation by 
virtue of our Baptism (cf. Col 2:12ff.). Our Christian life, nour-
ished by the Eucharist, gives us a glimpse of that new world –
new heavens and a new earth – where the new Jerusalem 
comes down from heaven, from God, "prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband" (Rev 21:2).

The usefulness of a Eucharistic Compendium

93. At the conclusion of these reflections, in which I have taken 
up a number of themes raised at the Synod, I also wish to ac-
cept the proposal which the Synod Fathers advanced as a 
means of helping the Christian people to believe, celebrate and 
live ever more fully the mystery of the Eucharist. The competent 
offices of the Roman Curia will publish a Compendium which 
will assemble texts from the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
prayers, explanations of the Eucharistic Prayers of the Roman 
Missal and other useful aids for a correct understanding, cele-
bration and adoration of the Sacrament of the Altar (251). It is 
my hope that this book will help make the memorial of the 
Passover of the Lord increasingly the source and summit of the 
Church's life and mission. This will encourage each member of 
the faithful to make his or her life a true act of spiritual worship.

Sacramentum Caritatis
The Apostolic Exhortation of Pope Benedict XVI

Saint of the Week
“This great company of witnesses

spurs us onto victory…..”

St. Boniface
June 5

A Benedictine monk was 
chosen by divine Providence to 
become Germany's great apos-
tle and patron. Boniface's first 
missionary endeavor proved 
unsuccessful (716). Before at-
tempting a second he went to 
Rome and received papal au-
thorization (718). Under the 
holy bishop Willibrord he con-
verted Frisia within a period of 
three years. On November 30, 
722, Boniface was consecrated 
bishop by Pope Gregory II.

In 724 he turned his attention to the Hessian people, 
among whom he continued his missionary activity with re-
newed zeal. On an eminence near the village of Geismar on 
the Eder, he felled a giant oak that the people honored as 
the national sanctuary of the god Thor. Boniface used the 
wood to build a chapel in honor of St. Peter. This courageous 
act assured the eventual triumph of the Gospel in Germany.

The resident clergy and the priests dwelling at the court, 
whose unworthy lives needed censure, were constantly creat-
ing difficulties. Nevertheless Boniface continued to labor qui-
etly, discreetly. He prayed unceasingly, put his trust in God 
alone, recommended his work to the prayers of his spiritual 
brothers and sisters in England. And God did not abandon 
him. Conversions were amazingly numerous. In 732 Gregory 
III sent him the pallium, the insignia of the archiepiscopal 
dignity. Boniface now devoted his time and talent to the 
ecclesiastical organization of the Church in Germany. He 
installed worthy bishops, set diocesan boundaries, promoted 
the spiritual life of the clergy and laity, held national synods 
(between 742 and 747), and in 744 founded the monastery 
of Fulda, which became a center of religious life in central 
Germany. In 745 he chose Mayence for his archiepiscopal see, 
and affiliated to it thirteen suffragan dioceses. This com-
pleted the ecclesiastical organization of Germany.

The final years of his busy life were spent, as were his 
earlier ones, in missionary activity. Word came to him in 754 
that a part of Frisia had lapsed from the faith. He took leave 
of his priests and, sensing the approach of death, carried 
along a shroud. He was 74 years of age when with youthful 
enthusiasm he began the work of restoration, a mission he 
was not to complete. A band of semi-barbarous pagans 
overpowered and put him to death when he was about to 
administer confirmation to a group of neophytes at Dockum.
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The The The 
Parish Parish Parish 

Community Community Community 
of of of 

St. Martin of Tours St. Martin of Tours St. Martin of Tours 
and and and 

St. Paul St. Paul St. Paul 
the Apostlethe Apostlethe Apostle

 R. R. 1 Box 396
Jackson, PA 18825

2

 Phone: (570) 774-2977
2

 Fax: (570) 756-2541

Parish Mission 
Statement

   

  We, the Roman Catholic 
Parish of St. Martin of 
Tours and St. Paul the 
Apostle, in the Diocese of 
Scranton, are a faith com-
munity of rich, diverse tal-
ents and cultures.

       We are called to en-
courage all to share God’s 
gifts, in partnership with 
Him, for the good of the 
Body of Christ. 

       We are a worshipping, 
Eucharistic Community, 
united with the Holy Father, 
our Bishop and our Pastor, 
to make Christ present in 
our world, through the 
Mass, and united in Him, to 
proclaim the Word of God 
in works of hospitality, 
charity, and mercy.

     We are committed to 
serving one another in the 
name of Jesus Christ, so 
that the Kingdom of God 
becomes more visible in 
our world today.

This Week in our Parish

Monday
No Morning Mass
Rectory office closed

Tuesday
Morning Mass  9 A.M. Rectory Chapel 

Wednesday
Morning Mass  9 A.M. Rectory Chapel 

Thursday
Morning Mass  9 A.M. Rectory Chapel 

HOLY HOUR—7 p.m. St. Martin’s Church

Friday Morning Mass  9 A.M. Rectory Chapel 

Saturday
No Morning Mass

Confessions 3:00 p.m. SM
Vigil Mass 10 OT 4:00 p.m. SM 

Sunday

Tenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Confession 8:00 a.m.. SP by request only
Sunday Mass 8:30 a.m. SP

Religious Ed classes 9:30 a.m. SM

Sunday Mass 11:00 a.m. SM
Parish Pastoral Council Meeting—
                                                  6 p.m. Rectory

Mass Intentions for June 2—8th
Feast Intention Offered by

Monday Marcellinus & Peter NO MASS SCHEDULED 

Tuesday Charles Lwango & Comp.

Wednesday Weekday Helen Marichak Estate

Thursday Weekday Emily Orzel Theodora Rakowicz & family

Friday
Weekday

First Friday Marlene Mazzocchi Fr. Ken

Saturday
Weekday

First Saturday NO MASS SCHEDULED 

Tenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Vigil
4:00 p.m.

St. Martin’s
Parishioners Pastor

Sunday 8:30 a.m.
St. Paul’s Thomas Potter Sanford Leet Family

Sunday
11:00 a.m.

St. Martin’s Matthew Menapace Family

Ted Sklarski Mr & Mrs. Joseph Strazewski

Pastor
Rev. Kenneth M. Seegar

Business Manager
Mark Lipschutz

 Sacristans
Matthew Menapace

Betsy Supancik      Mary Lake
Diane Frye      Pearena Hubel

Liturgical Scheduling
Betsy Supancik

Parish Liturgical 
Musicians

Sue Lee
Christine Plonski Sezer

Alice Gilleran   
Connie Panasevich

\

Parish 
Pastoral Council

Michael Briechle   Mark Fallon

Diane Frye   Charlene Kempa

Robert Klein      Alfie Lambert

Connie Panasevich

Parish 
Finance Council

Sharon Panasevich, Chair

Sara Armetta      Rita Reavey

Frank Kwader    Dennis Mann

William Osterhout  Kim Marco

Michael Briechle  

Christine Sezer

Religious Ed Program
Gina Baker

Charlene Kempa

Alfie Lambert

Anthony Maloney

Maureen Maloney

Diane Monteforte

Ruth Zeck
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