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In our politically-correct culture, few opinions generate more hostility than ones like the words of Jesus from this
week's readings: "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me" (John
14:6). Or consider Peter's words: "There is no other name [than Jesus] under heaven given to men by which we must
be saved" (Acts 4:12). Truly, Jesus is a stone that causes us to stumble and a rock of offense (1 Peter 2:8).

These uncompromising words not only provoke controversy; they raise an honest question. In his World Chris-
tian Encyclopedia (2001) David Barrett identifies 10,000 distinct religions, 150 of which have a million or more follow-
ers. Is it reasonable to believe that Jesus is the only way and that the other 9,999 religions are false?

500 years ago the French jurist Jean Bodin (1530-1596) imagined a conversation about this question in his
book Colloquium of the Seven about Secrets of the Sublime: "Who can doubt that the Christian religion is the true
religion or rather the only one?" asked the Christian. "Almost the whole world," responded the unbeliever.1 If almost
"the whole world" doubts the claims of Peter and Jesus, what's a Christian to think?

Many people today favor some version of "pluralism"—the belief that no one religion can or should claim to be
normative for all people and superior to all others. Pluralism insists on a radically egalitarian perspective that grants
parity and equal validity to all religions. For example, a traditional Japanese saying suggests that despite their out-
ward differences, all religions connect with the same divine reality—"Although the paths to the summit may differ,
from the top one sees the same moon." Or in the Bhagava-Gita of Hinduism Lord Krishna proclaims, "Whatever path
men travel is My path; no matter where they walk it leads to me."2

There are two broad types of religious pluralism. A "soft" version appears in popular culture, the media, enter-
tainment, and everyday conversations with friends. It's epitomized in the rhetorical question, "Don't all religions really
teach the same thing?" A "hard" version among scholars like John Hick argues a sophisticated pluralist position in his-
torical, philosophical, and religious treatments of the subject. Both the popular and scholarly versions of religious plu-
ralism dismiss the words of Peter and Jesus as (1) morally repugnant, (2) intellectually untenable, and (3) politically
disastrous. John Hick speaks for many people when he writes of traditional Christian views that "only diehards who
are blinded by dogmatic spectacles can persist in such a sublime bigotry."

Radical religious pluralism sounds and feels good, and across the years I've always wanted to believe it. But |
can't, because | don't think it's true. To me it's like the beer commerical: "tastes great, less filling." Instead, I've come to
a number of conclusions that, although they don't "solve" the problem, guide my thinking.

1. Some religious views and practices are clearly false, harmful, and even despicable. I'll never grant David
Koresh religious parity with Mother Teresa. | don't think that Aztec human sacrifice and Buddhist almsgiving can
expect equal allegiance. Hindu widow-burning, female infanticide, phallic worship (Egypt, Assyria, Greece, Rome,
India, Japan, Native American), and the mass suicide of 913 people at Jim Jones' "People's Temple" in northern Guy-
ana all strike me as badly wrong. So, pluralism that consistently treats all religions as equally valid comes at the un-
acceptably high price of endorsing the diabolical as well as the divine, which is a polite way of saying that, in truth,
most people do not and should not believe that "all religions are true."

2. The claim that all religions teach the same thing is patently false; this is precisely what religions do not
do. At a general level one can easily document broad similarities among religions, such as various renditions of the
Golden Rule. But when you examine the historical and theological particulars of religions you discover drastic differ-
ences. Judaism, Christianity and Islam are all famous for their "radical monotheism;" they all teach that their religion
alone is right. But Shinto and many African traditional religions are polytheistic, Therevada Buddhism is non-theistic,
and the scientific materialism of a Richard Dawekins is atheistic. Two corollaries follow from this simple observation. It
is patronizing in the extreme to say that all religions teach the same thing, to tell a Bahai person, for example, that
her beliefs are really no different than those of a Rastafarian. Further, contradictory religious claims like the ones I've
just mentioned (and we could list many more) might all be false, but they cannot all be true—monotheism and poly-
theism, for example, cannot both be right.

3. Pluralism tries to solve this problem of contradictory truth claims in two ways. People like John Hick appeal
to agnosticism, saying that the "Ultimately Real" (he thinks the word "God" biases the discussion) is unknown and
unknowable, "forever hidden beyond the scope of human conception, language, or worship." For Hick, religions are
imperfect, cultural, relative and symbolic expressions of "the Real." But if we apply his criterion to his own religious
views of pluralism, how can Hick stand "outside" or "above" the discussion and claim to know the way things "really”
are? Clearly, he does not think his position is just one imperfect one among others; he thinks that he's right, he wants
to persuade us of that, and even convert us to his opinion. And why does Hick argue that all religions are true? Why
not argue that they are all false? If the appeal to agnosticism remains consistent, you can't confidently claim to know
anything about ultimate religious reality. A second strategy identifies a "common essence” in all religions, some lowest
common denominator in them all, but this tends toward subjective interpretation, it stumbles upon the previous
point, and it distorts how adherents understand their own religious traditions.
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PRAYERS BEFORE MASS

When we enter the church, we come into the
Presence of the Living God. Take the time be-
fore Mass to place yourself in His Presence and to
ask for His Mercy for your sins and those of the
whole world, that the Sacrifice of the Mass may
not be offered in vain.

Regina Coeli
Queen of Heaven Rejoice! Alleluia!
For He whom You did merit to bear,
Alleluia!
Has Risen as He said! Alleluia!
Pray for us to God! Alleluia!

Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary,
Alleluia!
The Lord is truly Risen! Alleluia

Let Us Pray:

O God, who through the Death and
Resurrection of Your Only Begotten Son
has given Joy to the world, grant, we
beseech You, through the intercession
of the Blessed Mary, ever-Virgin, we
may lay hold of the joys of eternal life.
We ask this through Jesus Christ Our
Lord! Amen.

Chaplet of Divine Mercy

On Rosary Beads pray:
Our Father.....

Hail Mary .....
| believe in One God....

On the large beads say:

Eternal Father,

| offer You the Body and Blood
Soul and Divinity

of Your Dearly Beloved Son,
Our Lord Jesus Christ

in atonement for our sins

and those of the whole world.

On the small beads say:

For the sake of His sorrowful Passion
have mercy on us and on the whole world.

At the conclusion say three times

Holy God

Holy Mighty One

Holy Immortal One

Have mercy on us and on the whole world.

Immortal One, when You went down
into the tomb, You overthrew the pow-
ers of Hell. O Christ our God, You rose
victorious from the Dead! You greeted
the ointment-bearing women, gave
peace to your disciples, and resurrec-
tion to those who had fallen.

Grant mercy to those who call upon
you and bestow your mercy upon us
that we may always exalt your Holy
Name. Amen.

4. Christians need not reject everything about other religions. They acknowledge ar-
eas of both agreement and disagreement, and struggle over the latter. In most areas of
human knowledge, when you encounter contradictory views you don't throw up your hands
and concede, "they're both true." No, you study hard, make an informed choice, then re-
main open to further insight. Note, too, how this Christian view is far more tolerant and
liberal than atheism, which rejects all the beliefs of every religion.

5. The conundrum of relating 10,000 religions to each other is not a "Christian" prob-
lem. It's an equal opportunity problem that confronts every religion and person. Dismissing
the Christian approach as wrongheaded, which is one option, does not solve the problem or
make it disappear. It awaits an alternative view from atheists, Jews, Muslims, Zoroastrians,
and the 9,995 other religions that David Barrett has identified. Nor do we have infinite al-
ternatives; we all operate with limited options. By and large, Christians do as adequate a
job at addressing this thorny issue as believers from other traditions.

6. | agree with the liberal Jewish writer Michael Kinsley that it's not wrong or intoler-
ant to try to convert other people. If you think that someone is wrong on some issue, it's
entirely reasonable to try to change their mind.3 Christians should vigorously protect and
promote the right of every person to hold any faith, or no faith at all, and extend to every
individual and culture unfailing courtesy and kindness. We should never prohibit, hinder,
manipulate, or coerce the beliefs of others. But that doesn't mean you can't conclude that
someone's beliefs might be false and consequently try to persuade them of your understand-
ing of what is true. Pluralists like Hick wrongly argue that you cannot disagree with a per-
son and still be nice to them.

7. A rule of thumb in Bible interpretation is to understand the complex and ambigu-
ous parts of Scripture in light of simple and straightforward passages. For Christians it is un-
thinkable that God will treat any person of any time, place or religion unfairly. We are un-
qualified optimists when it comes to the character of God. There are many things in the
Bible that | don't understand, but | have absolute confidence that God will treat every per-
son with perfect love and justice (Job 34:10).

8. Instead of discarding what you don't like in Scripture and ending up with a Bible
that reflects only your own biases (as did Thomas Jefferson), Christians should hold together
two broad themes. First, God desires that no person should perish, and that every person be
saved and come to a knowledge of the truth (1 Timothy 2:4; 2 Peter 3:9). Christ is the aton-
ing sacrifice not only for Christians "but for the entire cosmos” (1 John 2:2). Peter anticipates
the "universal restoration of all things" (Acts 3:21). Second, Christ alone is God's ultimate
means of salvation (John 14:6; Acts 4:12).

9. Exactly how the universal love of God and the particularity of Jesus fit together isn't
clear. | like the view of the Oxford professor C.S. Lewis who in his book Mere Christianity
wrote, "Here is another thing that used to puzzle me. Is it not frightfully unfair that this new
life should be confined to people who have heard of Christ and been able to believe in Him?
But the truth is God has not told us what His arrangements about the other people are. We
do know that no man can be saved except through Christ; we do not know that only those
who know Him can be saved through Him." This point is often invoked when appealing to
the salvation of people who lived before the time of Christ, adults with severely limited cog-
nitive abilities, babies and children who die young, and people today who have no reason-
able opportunity to hear the Gospel — they can be saved by Christ even though they can't
call upon Christ.

10. Finally, a long time ago | quit trying to understand everything and admitted the
many limitations of my knowledge. Saint Augustine advised that we should do our best to
seek answers to difficult questions. Having done that, he said we should "rest patiently in
unknowing." At the end of the day, it's not the parts of the Bible that | don't understand
that bother me, such as the many questions about religious pluralism, but the parts that | do
understand, like loving God with my whole heart and loving my neighbor as myself.

For further reflection:
Consider the extremes of atheism (all religions are false) and pluralism (all religions are
true).

What do you make of the proliferation of 10,000 distinct religions? "All men," said Homer,
"need the gods" (The Odyssey, Book llI).

What are the strengths and weaknesses of the ten-point position | have outlined?

Why do so many people consider it wrong to try to convert others?

What Scriptures on this issue are especially clear or unclear in your opinion?
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CURRENT EVENTS

Annual Daughter’s Dinner

Plans are once again being formulated
for an evening of fellowship, food and
fun. Mark your calendar for Tuesday
May 13, 2008—6 p.m. -??? for the potluck
dinner. Again stories, jokes, readings, etc.
will be welcome for the program. Don't
forget to invite a girl friend or neighbor.
Reservations for the dinner are a must—
Call Rachel Gilleran 7272653, Eileen
Hartman 434-2316 or Martina Lingo-
bardo 756-2879.

Ticket sales for the “Tender Gender
Beauty Basket” will be available next
weekend and will continue until the
Daughter Dinner on May 13th. The
Drawing will be that evening. TAKE A
CHANCE!"!" All proceeds benefit the
Christian Women’s Society of St. Martin
and St. Paul.

For info on the basket, call Fran
Lipschutz 434-2316 or Martina at 756~
2879

COMING ATTRACTION:
the St. Martin Players
will present:

Neil Simon’s
THE FEMALE ODD COUPLE
on

Friday, Saturday, and Sun-
day

April 25th, 26th & 27th

in St. Martin’s Hall

Showtimes:
Friday and Saturday at 7 p.m.
Sunday Matinee at 2 p.m.

Ticket Information
For information about tickets contact

Dolores Goodger at 756-3305

Many thanks

Many Thanks to Charlene Kempa, Diane
Monteforte, Theresa Lamberson, Ruth
Zeck and all who helped with the Chil-
dren’s Retreat Day last Sunday.

About 25 children participated in the
day with Sr. Gertrude. The day focused
on the Eucharist with crafts, games, con-
ferences and quiet time—not to mention
delicious food! A great time was had by
all.

Parish Directory

We would like to make
available to all parishioners a
listing of our parish families
which will include Names,
Addresses, Phone Numbers
and e-mail addresses. If you
would like your family infor-
mation excluded from this
directory, please fill out the
form below and drop it in the
collection basket next week-
end.

T |

The Directories will be available to those pa-
rishioners wanting one. If you would like a
directory, please fill out the form below and
drop it in the collection basket next weekend.

We hope to have the directory ready by the
end of April.

I PARISH DIRECTORY
I I would like my family’s information
excluded from the parish directory.

NAME

Liturgical Ministers
Schedule

Saturday, April 19, 2008
Vigil of the
Fifth Sunday of Easter
4:00 p.m. SM

Servers

Lectors

EMOC

Sunday, April 20, 2008
Fifth Sunday of Easter

8:30 a.m. SP
Lectors
EMOC
11:00 a.m. SM
Setvers
Lectors
EMOC

ST. MARTIN’S CHURCH
CLEANING TEAM

Week of April 14th
Frank Hadnagy
Dick Lake

Please Remember in
Prayer

Jean Barton

* *

I would like a copy of the parish direc-
tory for my personal use.

Mel Darrow
Bob Gilleran $r.
Paul Furey
Anthony LaCalamita
Mary Lake
Jewel Lee
Alan Lipschutz
Boyd Manzer
Patrick Mazza
Matthew Menapace
Helen Nied
Julia Padaletti
Catherine Pipcho
Lauren Richardson

NAME Fr. Ken $eegar
Pat Stewart
Phone # Nancy Updyke

|
|
|
[
[
[
|
|
|
[
: Parish Directory
|
|
|
[
[
[
|
|
|

all our hospitalized
and homebound parishioners
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Hadnagy’s
Mountain Hideaway
Guest House

Frank and JoAnn Hadnagy

P. O. Box 9 -Stack Rd.
Thompson, PA 18465

Phone: 570-727-3441
Fax: 570-727-2193
E-Mail: mthdwy@epix.net

Website: mountainhideaway.net

European Hospitality
in the Endless Mountains of NE

Carpet-Vinyl-Tile

Your Offering

Lisa Winners Beauty Salon

Susquehanna (570) 853-2727
New Milford (570) 465-5353

Full Hair Care and Nail Salons

Catering for all Occasions

ARMETTA'S
PIZZERIA & PUB

Exit 219 off Rt 81
Gibson, PA
(570) 465-5492

or visit our other location

Armetta’s Restaurant

329 Northern Blivd
Chinchilla, PA

(570) 586—5492

The Carpet Catalog
Box 173, Jackson Ave. Aoril 13. 2008
Thompson, PA 18465 P '
Sales and Installation
(570) 727-3350 Loose 231.55
Hours: M-F 10a.m.—5 p.m., Sat. 9a.m.—1 p.m.
Candles 6.00
Collections This Quarter Offertory SM 896.00
Collection Goal: $2,000.00 per collec-
Offertory SP 347.00
April 6, 2008 $2.123.00
5 .
Children’s Offering -0-
April 13, 2008 $1,876.55
) Easter 65.00
April 20, 2008
April 27, 2008 Ascension Thursday
May 1, 2008 Dues 43.00
Ascension
Diocesan 3.00
May 4, 2008 Assessment )
May 11, 2008 Fuel 273.00
May 18, 2008
Donation
May 25, 2008
Ash Wednesday
June 1, 2008
June 8, 2008 Easter Flowers
June 15, 2008 Your offering 1,864.55
June 22, 2008 . .
National Collections
June 28, 2008
Rice Bowl
Total Collection to date $3,999'55 Holy Land
Total projected collec- $4,000.00 Catholic Home Missions 12.00
tion to date (budget) Total National Collec- 12.00
Actual vs budget ($0.45) tions

(Parentheses indicate
a negative amount)

Additional Account Deposits

Chocolates by Irene

Specialty chocolates for all occasions
570-562-2007

All our chocolate is made to order to insure quality and freshness.

Order today for your special event!

Bridal or Baby Shower Easter Christmas
Birthday Party or any special occasion

Easter Memorials

Debt Reduction

Total Add. Accounts

Total Deposits 1876.55
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Extra Ecclesiam nulla salus

Outside the Church there is no salvation.

It's a stark sentence. Some Catholics even love its
shock value, waving the doctrine like a flag in the
face of their enemies. Other Catholics flatly refuse to
believe it, and claim that this teaching was repudi-
ated by the Second Vatican Council. Both groups
are wrong. Despite what some may think, this
dogma is infallible, and all Catholics are required to
believe it. This was repeated clearly at Vatican II,
which said: "Basing itself on Scripture and Tradition,
the Council teaches that the Church, a pilgrim now
on earth, is necessary for salvation."

At the same time, this dogma was never meant to
be a sectarian battle cry, as if only Catholics may go
to heaven.

So what is the correct interpretation of this sen-
tence? What does the Catholic Church mean when
she proclaims that Outside the Church there is no
salvation?

OUTSIDE THE EARTH THERE IS NO LIFE

Saying that the Church is necessary for salvation is
like saying that the earth is necessary for human life.
Outside the Church there is no salvation, and out-
side the earth there is no life.

It's true, of course. The earth is our God-given
home. If you leave here, you will die.

But if this is so, how do you explain the 445 astro-
nauts who have flown into space and returned
safely? If "outside the earth there is no life", how did
Neil Armstrong ever walk on the moon?

The answer, of course, is simple: They didn't leave
the earth; they just brought it with them. While they
slept and walked on the moon, they were eating
earth's food and breathing earth's air. Everything
they had came from back home.So when we say
"outside the earth there is no life," we are saying
that all of the means for survival are found on this
planet. And when we say "outside the Church there
is no salvation," we mean that all of the means of
salvation -- doctrines, sacraments, and so on -- are
found here, uncorrupted by error.Some of these
means can exist outside the visible bounds of the
Church. For example, Protestants have most of the
Bible, along with two of the seven sacraments. Nev-

ertheless, these things are like the food and water
on the Space Shuttle: they're life-giving, but they
came from a place where they're far richer, more
abundant and complete.

WHAT IT ALL MEANS
We may draw several conclusions from this.

First, if a person even suspects that the Church is
necessary for salvation, but refuses to act on it be-
fore he dies, he will go to hell. As Vatican Il stated,
"They could not be saved who, knowing that the
Catholic Church was founded as necessary by God
through Christ, would refuse either to enter it or to
remain in it."

Second, if a person fails to enter or stay in the
Church through no fault of his own, he may still be
saved. Pope Pius IX said: "By Faith it is to be firmly
held that outside the Apostolic Roman Church none
can achieve salvation. This is the only ark of salva-
tion. He who does not enter into it will perish in the
flood. Nevertheless equally certainly it is to be held
that those who suffer from invincible ignorance of
the true religion are not for this reason guilty in the
eyes of the Lord."

Finally, it's not enough simply to call yourself Catho-
lic. There is nothing magic about registering at a
parish. To go to heaven, you have to take advan-
tages of the means offered by the Church. This in-
cludes praying often, giving alms to the poor,
spreading the Gospel, going to Confession and be-
lieving in all of her teachings -- even the hard ones.
Pope John Paul Il summed it up best: "People are
saved through the Church, they are saved in the
Church, but they always are saved by the grace of
Christ. . . . This is the authentic meaning of the well-
known statement Outside the Church there is no sal-
vation."

Kevin Knight
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Salvation outside the Church

The Catechism of the Catholicf@losiialt historic Christian
theology since the time of the early Church Fathers, refers to the
Catholic Church as "the universal sacrament of salvation" (CCC
774-776), and states: ""The Church in this wotld is the sacrament
of salvation, the sign and the instrument of the communion of
God and men" (CCC 780).

Many people misunderstand the nature of this teaching.

Indifferentists, going to one extreme, claim that it makes no
difference what church one belongs to. Certain radical traditional-
ists, going to the other extreme, claim that unless one is a full-
fledged, baptized member of the Catholic Church, one will be
damned.

The following quotations from the Church Fathers give the
straight story. They show that the early Church held the same
position on this as the contemporary Church does—that is, while
it is normatively necessary to be a Catholic to be saved (see CCC
846; Vatican 11, Lumen Gentiun), there are exceptions, and it is
possible in some circumstances for people to be saved who have
not been fully initiated into the Catholic Church (CCC 847).

Notice that the same Fathers who declare the normative ne-
cessity of being Catholic also declare the possibility of salvation
for some who are not Catholics.

These can be saved by what later came to be known as
"baptism of blood" or " baptism of desire" (for more on this sub-

ject, see the Fathers Know Best tract, The Necessity of Baptism

The Fathers likewise affirm the possibility of salvation for
those who lived before Christ and who were not part of Israel, the
Old Testament People of God.

However, for those who knowingly and deliberately (that is,
not out of innocent ignorance) commit the sins of heresy
(rejecting divinely revealed doctrine) or schism (separating from
the Catholic Church and/or joining a schismatic church), no sal-
vation would be possible until they repented and returned to live
in Catholic unity.

St. Ignatius of Antioch

"Be not deceived, my brethren: If anyone follows a maker of
schism [i.e., is a schismatic], he does not inherit the kingdom of
God; if anyone walks in strange doctrine [i.e., is a heretic], he has
no part in the passion [of Christ]. Take care, then, to use one
Eucharist, so that whatever you do, you do according to God: For
there is one flesh of our Lord Jesus Christ, and one cup in the
union of his blood; one altar, as there is one bishop, with the

cording to reason [l0g@are Christians. Such as these can be confi-
dent and unafraid" (First Apology [A.D. 151)).

St. Irenaeus

"In the Church God has placed apostles, prophets, teachers, and
every other working of the Spirit, of whom none of those are
sharers who do not conform to the Church, but who defraud
themselves of life by an evil mind and even worse way of acting.
Where the Church is, there is the Spirit of God; where the Spirit
of God is, there is the Church and all grace" (Against Heresies
3:24:1 [A.D. 189)).

"[The spititual man] shall also judge those who give rise to
schisms, who are destitute of the love of God, and who look to
their own special advantage rather than to the unity of the
Church; and who for trifling reasons, or any kind of reason which
occurs to them, cut in pieces and divide the great and glorious
body of Christ, and so far as in them lies, destroy it—men who
prate of peace while they give rise to war, and do in truth strain
out a gnat, but swallow a camel. For they can bring about no
‘reformation’ of enough importance to compensate for the evil
arising from their schism. . . . True knowledge is that which con-
sists in the doctrine of the apostles, and the ancient constitution
of the Church throughout all the world, and the distinctive mani-
festation of the body of Christ according to the successions of the
bishops, by which they have handed down that Church which
exists in every place [i.e., the Catholic Church]|" (ibid., 4:33:7-8).

St. Clement of Alexandria

"Before the coming of the Lotd, philosophy was necessary for
justification to the Greeks; now it is useful for piety . . . for it
brought the Greeks to Christ as the law did the Hebrews"
(Miscellanies [A.D. 208)).

Origen

"[T]hetre was never a time when God did not want men to be just;
he was always concerned about that. Indeed, he always provided
beings endowed with reason with occasions for practicing virtue
and doing what is right. In every generation the wisdom of God
descended into those souls which he found holy and made them
to be prophets and friends of God" (Against Celskis [A.D. 248)).

"If someone from this people wants to be saved, let him come
into this house so that he may be able to attain his salvation. . . .
Let no one, then, be persuaded otherwise, nor let anyone deceive
himself: Outside of this house, that is, outside of the Church, no
one is saved; for, if anyone should go out of it, he is guilty of his

presbytery and my fellow servants, the deacons" (Letter to the Philewn death" (Homilies on JostugA.D. 250]).

delphians—4:1 [A.D. 110]).

St. Justin Martyr

"We have been taught that Christ is the first-begotten of God,
and we have declared him to be the LOQ0O8f which all mankind
partakes [John 1:9]. Those, therefore, who lived according to rea-
son [Greek, l0g@Svere really Christians, even though they were
thought to be atheists, such as, among the Greeks, Socrates, Hera-
clitus, and others like them. . . . Those who lived before Christ but
did not live according to reason [log@Svere wicked men, and ene-
mies of Christ, and murderers of those who did live according to
reason [log@swhetreas those who lived then or who live now ac-

St. Cyprian of Carthage

"Whoever is separated from the Church and is joined to an adul-
teress [a schismatic church] is separated from the promises of the
Church, nor will he that forsakes the Church of Christ attain to
the rewards of Christ. He is an alien, a worldling, and an enemy.
He cannot have God for his Father who has not the Church for
his mother" (The Unity of the Catholic Ghiyekd. [A.D. 251]).

"Let them not think that the way of life or salvation exists for
them, if they have refused to obey the bishops and priests, since
the Lord says in the book of Deuteronomy: ‘And any man who
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has the insolence to refuse to listen to the priest or judge, who-
ever he may be in those days, that man shall die’ [Deut. 17:12].
And then, indeed, they were killed with the sword . . . but now the
proud and insolent are killed with the sword of the Spirit, when
they are cast out from the Church. For they cannot live outside,
since there is only one house of God, and there can be no salva-
tion for anyone except in the Church" (Letters1[4]:4 [A.D. 253]).

"When we say, ‘Do you believe in eternal life and the remission of
sins through the holy Church?’ we mean that remission of sins is
not granted except in the Church" (ibid., 69[70]:2 [A.D. 253]).

Lactantius

"It is, therefore, the Catholic Church alone which retains true
worship. This is the fountain of truth; this, the domicile of faith;
this, the temple of God. Whoever does not enter there or who-
ever does not go out from there, he is a stranger to the hope of
life and salvation. . . . Because, however, all the various groups of
heretics are confident that they are the Christians and think that
theirs is the Catholic Church, let it be known that this is the true
Church, in which there is confession and penance and which
takes a health-promoting care of the sins and wounds to which
the weak flesh is subject” (Divine Institute30:11-13 [A.D. 307]).

St. Jerome

"Heretics bring sentence upon themselves since they by their own
choice withdraw from the Church, a withdrawal which, since they
are aware of it, constitutes damnation. Between heresy and schism
there is this difference: that heresy involves perverse doctrine,
while schism separates one from the Church on account of dis-
agreement with the bishop. Nevertheless, there is no schism
which does not trump up a heresy to justify its departure from the
Church" (Commentary on Bits-11 [A.D. 386)).

St. Augustine

"We believe also in the holy Church, that is, the Catholic Church.
For heretics violate the faith itself by a false opinion about God;
schismatics, however, withdraw from fraternal love by hostile
separations, although they believe the same things we do. Conse-
quently, neither heretics nor schismatics belong to the Catholic
Church; not heretics, because the Church loves God; and not
schismatics, because the Church loves neighbor" (Faith and the
Creedl0:21 [A.D. 393]).

"[J]ust as baptism is of no profit to the man who renounces the
world in words and not in deeds, so it is of no profit to him who
is baptized in heresy or schism; but each of them, when he
amends his ways, begins to receive profit from that which before
was not profitable, but was yet already in him" (On Baptism,
Against the Donatigtig] [A.D. 400]).

"I do not hesitate to put the Catholic catechumen, burning with
divine love, before a baptized heretic. Even within the Catholic
Church herself we put the good catechumen ahead of the wicked
baptized person . . . For Cornelius, even before his baptism, was
filled up with the Holy Spirit [Acts 10:44—48], while Simon
[Magus], even after his baptism, was puffed up with an unclean
spirit [Acts 8:13-19]" (ibid., 4:21]28]).

"The apostle Paul said, ‘As for a man that is a heretic, after ad-

monishing him once or twice, have nothing more to do with him’
[Titus 3:10]. But those who maintain their own opinion, however
false and perverted, without obstinate ill will, especially those who
have not originated the error of bold presumption, but have re-
ceived it from parents who had been led astray and had lapsed . . .
those who seek the truth with careful industry and are ready to be
corrected when they have found it, are not to be rated among
heretics" (Letterg3:1 [A.D. 412]).

"Whoever is separated from this Catholic Church, by this single
sin of being separated from the unity of Christ, no matter how
estimable a life he may imagine he is living, shall not have life, but
the wrath of God rests upon him" (ibid., 141:5).

St. Fulgentius of Ruspe

"Anyone who receives the sacrament of baptism, whether in the
Catholic Church or in a heretical or schismatic one, receives the
whole sacrament; but salvation, which is the strength of the sacra-
ment, he will not have, if he has had the sacrament outside the
Catholic Church [and remains in deliberate schism]|. He must
therefore return to the Church, not so that he might receive again
the sacrament of baptism, which no one dare repeat in any bap-
tized person, but so that he may receive eternal life in Catholic
society, for the obtaining of which no one is suited who, even
with the sacrament of baptism, remains estranged from the
Catholic Church" (The Rule of FaifhA.D. 524]).

NIHIL OBSTAT: I have concluded that the materials
presented in this work are free of doctrinal or moral errors.

Bernadeane Carr, STL, Censor Librorum, August 10, 2004

IMPRIMATUR In accord with 1983 CIC 827
permission to publish this work is hereby granted.

+Robert H. Brom, Bishop of San Diego, August 10, 2004
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Parish Checkbook this Week

Balance Forward

Boot— A—Pest

Licensed Residential & Commercial
Pest Control Service

Mortgage Wood destroying Inspections

Ants—Mice— Spiders-Bees and Much more
Over 17 years experience

Jeff Owens Phone 570-281-9410

(04/11/2008) 2,321.23
Income

Loose 231.55

Candles 6.00

Offertory SM 896.00

Offertory SP 347.00

Children -0-

Easter 65.00

Ash Wednesday

Dues 43.00

Diocesan

Assessment 300

Utilities 273.00

Initial Offering

Rice Bowl

Holy Land

Home Missions 12.00

Bulletin Ads

Other Income 6.88

Transfer from Fundrais-

ing Account

Donation

R.E. Fundraising

Total Income 1,883.43

(04/14/08)

Balance Forward 2,321.23

+ Income this week 1,883.43

Total Available Funds 4,204.66

Expenditures

Administration 158.93

Rectory

Liturgy

Religious Education

Insurance

Diocesan School Subsidy

National Collection Payments

Total Expenses -0~

Funds Available 4204.66

- expenses -219.63

Balance

(04/17/2008) 3,985.03

Passionist
Sisters
Lottery

Drawing

Thank You to all who supported the work of
the Passionist Sisters by purchasing a ticket
from Sr. Gertrude last weekend. Your gen-
erosity was overwhelming!

If anyone wanted to purchase a ticket, but
did not get an opportunity last weekend,
you may contact St. Gabriel's Retreat
House directly.

Tickets sell for $5.00 each. Winners are
based on the Evening Lottery Drawing each
day during the month of May.

Proceeds benefit the Passionist Sisters of
St. Gabriel's Retreat House.

The Passionist Sisters
631 Griffin Pond Road
Clarks Summit, PA 18411
(570-586-2791)

Olde Church Emporium

Rt. 92 S. Jackson
Antiques bought and sold

Furniture Home Décor Miniatures Candles

Gifts

God knows what you’ll find there!

Visit our Café and Bake Shoppe.
Café Bake Shoppe Tea Room
Brunch— LLunch Afternoon Tea
Baking Bread, Pies and Savories to Order
Open all year Thursday—Sunday 10—5
All Major Credit Cards Accepted
Deborah McNamee, proprietor
or visit us online at
www.oldechurchemporium.com

Francisco Martinez, Massage Therapi

Healing Touch Practitior

Therapeutic Touch—Swedish Massage— Refle

House Calls  Gift Certificates Available

By Appointment: (570)815-5566

120
=3

ner

ology

Joe Frye
Jayne Frye
Owners/Operators

Susquehanna Monuments

for all your cemetery monument needs

R.R. 2 Box 58
Susquehanna, PA Phone: 570-853-3601
18847 Fax:  570-853-3644

\"ZJ

Please
Patronize our
Sponsors

Briechle & Gelso, LLC

Attorneys at Law
Serving NEPA with 2 offices

28 Maple St. 120 S. Franklin St.
P.O. Box 261 Wilkes-Barre, PA
Montrose, PA 18701

18801

(570) 278-2430 (570)826-1405

Offering Legal Services in

Personal Injury Worker’s Compensation
PA State Court Litigation Criminal Defense
Federal Court Litigation Construction Law
Contract Disputes Estates & Wills
Real Estate Social Security Disability
Corporate Matters

Michael Briechle, Esq.
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Sacramentum Caritatis

The Apostolic Exhortation of Pope Benedict XVI

OUR PARISH JOURNAL

Saint of the Week

“This great company of witnesses
spurs us onto victory.....”

The Eucharist and moral transformation

82. In discovering the beauty of the eucharistic form of the Chris-
tian life, we are also led to reflect on the moral energy it pro-
vides for sustaining the authentic freedom of the children of
God. Here I wish to take up a discussion that took place during
the Synod about the connection between the eucharistic form of
life and moral transformation. Pope John Paul Il stated that the
moral life "has the value of a 'spiritual worship' (Rorm 12:1; cf. Phil
3:3), flowing from and nourished by that inexhaustible source of
holiness and glorification of God which is found in the sacra-
ments, especially in the Eucharist: by sharing in the sacrifice of
the Cross, the Christian partakes of Christ's self-giving love and is
equipped and committed to live this same charity in all his
thoughts and deeds" (228). In a word, "worship' itself, eucharistic
communion, includes the reality both of being loved and of lov-
ing others in turn. A Eucharist which does not pass over into the
concrete practice of love is intrinsically fragmented” (229).

This appeal to the moral value of spiritual worship should not be
interpreted in a merely moralistic way. It is before all else the
joy-filled discovery of love at work in the hearts of those who
accept the Lord's gift, abandon themselves to him and thus find
true freedom. The moral transformation implicit in the new
worship instituted by Christ is a heartfelt yearning to respond to
the Lord's love with one's whole being, while remaining ever
conscious of one's own weakness. This is clearly reflected in the
Gospel story of Zacchaeus (cf. L£19:1-10). After welcoming Jesus
to his home, the tax collector is completely changed: he decides
to give half of his possessions to the poor and to repay fourfold
those whom he had defrauded. The moral urgency born of wel-
coming Jesus into our lives is the fruit of gratitude for having
experienced the Lord's unmerited closeness.

Eucharistic consistency

83. Here it is important to consider what the Synod Fathers de-
scribed as eucharistic consistency, a quality which our lives are
objectively called to embody. Worship pleasing to God can
never be a purely private matter, without consequences for our
relationships with others: it demands a public witness to our
faith. Evidently, this is true for all the baptized, yet it is especially
incumbent upon those who, by virtue of their social or political
position, must make decisions regarding fundamental values,
such as respect for human life, its defence from conception to
natural death, the family built upon marriage between a man
and a woman, the freedom to educate one's children and the
promotion of the common good in all its forms (230). These val-
ues are not negotiable. Consequently, Catholic politicians and
legislators, conscious of their grave responsibility before society,
must feel particularly bound, on the basis of a properly formed
conscience, to introduce and support laws inspired by values
grounded in human nature (231). There is an objective connec-
tion here with the Eucharist (cf. 7 Cor11:27-29). Bishops are
bound to reaffirm constantly these values as part of their re-
sponsibility to the flock entrusted to them (232).

St. Anselm
April 21st

As prior and abbot,
Anselm made the Bene-
dictine monastery of Bec
the center of a true refor-
mation in Normandy and
England. From this mon-
astery he exercised a re-
straining influence on
popes, kings, the worldly
great, and entire religious
orders. Raised to the dig-
nity of Archbishop of Can-
terbury and primate of
England, he waged a he-
roic campaign in defense
of the rights and liberties
of the Church. As a result
he was deprived of goods
and position and finally

L banned from the country.
He journeyed to Rome, and at the Council of Bari supported
Pope Urban Il against the errors of the Greeks. His writings
bear eloquent testimony to his moral stature and learning, and
have earned for him the title of "Father of Scholasticism."—
The Church's Year of Grace, Pius Parsch

St. Anselm exhibited remarkable versatility in his life; a combi-
nation of contemplation, prayer, study, writing, and external
activity. This was partly the result of the extraordinary talent
that God gave him, but it was likewise the fruit of Anselm's
faithful exercise of his talent in the study of natural and super-
natural truths. But his chief merit lay in his earnest, conscious
effort to live in accordance with what he had learned from the
study of divine truths. By this means he was able to ascend to
the heights of a life of faith and union with God. There is very
much that we can learn from this great teacher. "Lord, | do not
presume to fathom the depths of your truths, for my under-
standing is not equal to the task. Nevertheless, | desire to learn
Your truths in some measure—those truths that | believe and
love. | do not seek to gain knowledge so that | can believe;
rather, | believe so that | may gain knowledge. No matter how
persistently my soul gazes, it still beholds nothing of Your
beauty; my soul listens intently, and yet it hears nothing of the
learning of Your Being; my soul wants to breathe in Your fra-
grance, and yet perceives none of it. What are You, Lord? Un-
der what image can my heart recognize You? Truly, You are
life; You are truth; You are Goodness; You are Holiness; You
are eternity; You are everything good! O man, why do you
roam about so far in search of good things for soul and body?
Love the one Good, in whom all goods are contained, and that
will satisfy you!" (St. Anselm. )
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@esus Comforts His Disciples Jesus said, “I am the Way”’

Jesus said, J Follow the numbers to Jesus: {
“I am going to prepare a place for you.” / 12345678910

@@@ the hidden objects in the picture below:
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The Scripture today contains many
important words and lessons.

John 146  “l am the and the
1) Fit the words from the word list into the crossword puzzle. TBA " !
2} Transfer the words from the puzzle to the and the —
correct lines in the verses,
Do TRUTH
ASK FAITH John 14:11 * Me when I say that [am in the
WAY GLORY 4 - .
o LIFE HOUSE _ and IHHTIS in Me.
— KNOW PLACE
- NAME FATHER
SHOW HEARTS John 14:14  *You may Me for in My
’“ [ 5 N WORK LIVING 14 5
— WILL FREPARE ,andl it"
| | L1 | TRUST BELIEVE = 2 1
ANYTHING
N ‘ | | ‘ | John 14:4  “You tha to the
19 164 1
g I - I | ‘ g where I am going.”
e | .
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The
Parish
Community
of

St. Martin of Tours
and
St. Paul
the Apostle

MASS INTENTIONS FOR APRIL 21-28

R. R. 1Box 396
Jackson, PA 18825

Phone: (570) 756-2541
Fax: (570) 756-2105

E-Mail:
parish@martinoftours.com

Pastor
Rev. Kenneth M. Seegar

Business Manager
Mark Lipschutz

Sacristans
Matthew Menapace
Betsy Supancik
Mary Lake
Diane Frye
Pearena Hubel

Liturgical Scheduling
Betsy Supancik

Parish Liturgical Musicians
Sue Lee
Christine Plonski Sezer
Alice Gilleran

Connie Panasevich
\

Parish Pastoral Council
Michael Briechle
Mark Fallon
Diane Frye
Charlene Kempa
Robert Klein
Alfie Lambert
Connie Panasevich

Parish Finance Council
Sharon Panasevich, Chair
Michael Briechle

Rita Reavey

Religious Ed Program
Gina Baker

Charlene Kempa

Alfie Lambert

Anthony Maloney

Maureen Maloney

Diane Monteforte

Ruth Zeck

Feast Intention ‘ Offered by
MONDAY ( DVWHU :HHNGD\ No Masses Scheduled
TUESDAY ( DVWHU :HIH N@epMNarichak Estate
WEDNESDAY ( DVWHU :H/H Nd&D Rassarelli Bill Leahy
THURSDAY ( DVWHU :HH N&GiD/¢neziale Joann & Frank Hadnagy
FRIDAY : eahy Bill Leahy
. y Y
SATURDAY ( DVWHU ‘HHNGD\ No MassScheduled
4:00 p.m.
VIGIL P . Parishioners Pastor
St. Martin’s
8:30 a.m. .
SUNDAY St. Paul’s Marlene Mazzocchi Betty Menapace & Matt
11:00 a.m.
SUNDAY St. Martin’s Eleanore Smith Michael & Rita Reavey
TEOS WEEK.-IN-_OLTRL DA D ISTET
T Iy VYL T1TY NXJUTIN 1T ANINTOLT T N N .
Parish Mission
No Morning Mass Statement
Monday Rectory office closed
- We, the Roman Catholic
Tuesday Morning Mass - 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel Parish of St. Martin of Tours
and St. Paul the Apostle, in
Morning Mass - 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel the Diocese of Scranton, are
Wednesda 9 y P a faith community of rich,
y
diverse talents and cultures.
Morning Mass - 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel lled
Thursday |HOLY HOUR—7 p.m. St. Martin’s Church age a"l‘l"ioa;i;ae gog‘,’seg”igt‘;“ri'n
Cluster Team Meeting 7 p.m. St. Johns partnership with Him, for the
A good of the Body of Christ.
o Morning Mass - 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel
Friday -
We are a worshipping,
. Eucharistic Community,
No Morning Mass united with the Holy Father,
Saturdﬂy Confessions 3:00 p.m. SM ?nu;kzli:hhol_?staI;fezz;tpianstgl:; to
Vigil Mass 6 Easter 4:00 p.m. SM world, through the Mass, and
: united in Him, to proclaim the
Sixth Sunday of Easter Word of God in works of hos-
pitality, charity, and mercy.
Confession 8:00 a.m.. SP by request only
Sunday Mass 8:30 a.m. SP We are committed to
o serving one another in the
Religious Ed classes 9:30 a.m. SM name of Jesus Christ, so that
the Kingdom of God becomes
Sunday Mass 11:00 a.m. SM more visible in our world
Sunday

KOFFEE KLLATCH 12 noon—SMH

Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 6 p.m. Rec-
tory

We're on the Web!
See us at:
www.martinoftours.com
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