FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 13 April 2008

APOSTLE

Our Parish Journal

THE

D ST. PAUL

AN

TOURS

MARTIN O

F ST.

COMMUNITY O

PARISH

Giving Wealth; Getting Faith

While exercising at the gym recently, | noticed someone reading a maga-
zine called More. The title reminded me of an experiment that | read
about some time ago.

Imagine that you are presented with two salary options. First, you
could earn $50,000 a year while everyone else earns $25,000. Or second,
you could earn $100,000 a year while others get $250,000. Which op-
tion would you choose? Studies show that most people choose the first
option. Having more than others, and not just having a lot or even
merely enough, seems important to many people.

Luke's descriptions of the first Christians show that they cared
about giving more rather than getting more. "All the believers were to-
gether," he writes, "and had everything in common. Selling their posses-
sions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need" (Acts 2:44—45).
Later he describes how "no one claimed that any of his possessions was his
own, but they shared everything they had. There were no needy persons
among them. From time to time those who owned lands or houses sold
them, brought the money from the sales and put it at the apostles feet,
and it was distributed to anyone as he had need." Barnabas "sold a field
he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles’ feet" (Acts
4:32-37). A few pages later Luke describes financial assistance for wid-
ows (Acts 6) and famine relief efforts (11:29).

These first believers made the choices they did because of their
vivid memories of Jesus and his warnings about wealth. Jesus described riches as an obstacle to the king-
dom of God (Luke 18:24). When the tax collector Zacchaeus was converted, he vowed to "give half of my
possessions to the poor" (Luke 19:8). Whereas the rich give out of their surplus, a poor widow "out of her
poverty gave all she had to live on" (Luke 21:4).

Some people dismiss Luke's descriptions of wealth divestment as a utopian dream or an unat-
tainable standard, but that's not true. There are many believers who live this dream, both ancient and
modern.

A generation or two after the events described by Luke, the theologian Justin Martyr (c. 100-
165) summarized the appeal of Christian community: “We who once took most pleasure in accumulating
wealth and property now share with everyone in need; we who hated and Rilled one another and would
not associate with men of different tribes because of their different customs now, since the coming of
Christ, live familiarly with them and pray for our enemies.”

Tertullian (AD 155-220) similarly wrote about the Christians's well-known and well-deserved
reputation for socio-economic generosity that built bridges of community rather than walls of separation:
"Our care for the derelict and our active love have become our distinctive sign before the enemy. . .. See,
they say, how they love one another and how ready they are to die for each other."

Even the pagan emperor Julian the Apostate (ruled AD 361-363), who had been raised as a
Christian but renounced his faith, who vehemently opposed Christians and stripped them of their rights
and privileges, acknowledged: "The godless Galileans feed not only their poor but ours also. Those who
belong to us look in vain for the help that we should render them."

If we fast-forward to today, Garry Wills observes in his book What Jesus Meant (2006) that
giving more rather than getting more has a long and strong tradition — among "Eastern monks, the first
Franciscans, the Shakers, Catholic Workers, worker priests, base communities [in Latin America], and
Christian communities like Jonah House." The Catholic Worker Movement, for example, was founded by
Dorothy Day and Peter Maurin in 1933. It espouses a strong belief in the God-given dignity of every hu-
man being. Today over 185 Catholic Worker communities remain committed to nonviolence, voluntary
poverty, prayer, and hospitality for the homeless, exiled, hungry, and forsaken.
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PRAYERS BEFORE MASS

When we enter the church, we come into the
Presence of the Living God. Take the time be-
fore Mass to place yourself in His Presence and to
ask for His Mercy for your sins and those of the
whole world, that the Sacrifice of the Mass may
not be offered in vain.

Regina Coeli
Queen of Heaven Rejoice! Alleluia!
For He whom You did merit to bear,
Alleluia!
Has Risen as He said! Alleluia!
Pray for us to God! Alleluia!

Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary,
Alleluia!
The Lord is truly Risen! Alleluia

Let Us Pray:

O God, who through the Death and
Resurrection of Your Only Begotten Son
has given Joy to the world, grant, we
beseech You, through the intercession
of the Blessed Mary, ever-Virgin, we
may lay hold of the joys of eternal life.
We ask this through Jesus Christ Our
Lord! Amen.

Chaplet of Divine Mercy

On Rosary Beads pray:
Our Father.....

Hail Mary .....
| believe in One God....

On the large beads say:

Eternal Father,

| offer You the Body and Blood
Soul and Divinity

of Your Dearly Beloved Son,
Our Lord Jesus Christ

in atonement for our sins

and those of the whole world.

On the small beads say:

For the sake of His sorrowful Passion
have mercy on us and on the whole world.

At the conclusion say three times

Holy God

Holy Mighty One

Holy Immortal One

Have mercy on us and on the whole world.

Immortal One, when You went down
into the tomb, You overthrew the pow-
ers of Hell. O Christ our God, You rose
victorious from the Dead! You greeted
the ointment-bearing women, gave
peace to your disciples, and resurrec-
tion to those who had fallen.

Grant mercy to those who call upon
you and bestow your mercy upon us
that we may always exalt your Holy
Name. Amen.

The early Christian monastics were especially insightful about faith and
wealth. All Christians should avoid greed, give generously, care for the poor, and
cultivate contentedness (Hebrews 13:5). For the early monastics, the means to reach
these goals were clear: the “complete shedding of possessions,” detachment, and
renunciation of wealth. But as with food and fasting, although we have a single
goal, like the avoidance of gluttony and the cultivation of self-control, the monks
knew that it is difficult to outline a single rule or means to reach that goal because
of any number of personal circumstances (age, stage in life, health, family matters,
etc.). So, they didn't prescribe total renunciation of wealth, sex or food for every
Christian. They viewed such total renunciation as voluntary and personal (2 Cor.
o9:7).

Besides, there were a number of wealthy women who supported Jesus
(Luke 8:2-3). Joseph of Arimathea was a wealthy man who tenderly buried Jesus
(Matthew 27:57). Nevertheless, flattering the rich was a constant temptation for
ancient monastics. In one of my favorite texts, the monk St. Neilos uses a hilarious
and deeply ironic image to describe how Christians "come fawning to the rich, like
puppies wagging their tails in the hope of being tossed a bare bone or some
crumbs. To get what we want, we call them benefactors and protectors of Chris-
tians, attributing every virtue to them, even though they may be utterly wicked.”

What | most appreciate about the monastics and money is their deep insight
about the psychological subtleties and complexities that surround Mammon, and
how those nuances play out in our minds. Here's Evagrios:

The demon of avarice, it seems to me, is extraordinarily complex
and is baffling in his deceits. Often, when frustrated by the strict-
ness of our renunciation, he immediately pretends to be a stew-
ard and a lover of the poor; he urges us to prepare a welcome for
strangers who have not yet arrived or to send provisions for ab-
sent brethren. He makes us mentally visit prisons in the city and
ransom those on sale as slaves. He suggests that we should attach
ourselves to wealthy women, and advises us to be obsequious to
others who have a full purse. And so, after deceiving the soul,
little by little he engulfs it in avaricious thoughts and then hands
it over to the demon of self-esteem.The latter calls up in our
imagination crowds of admirers who praise the Lord for the
works of mercy we have performed.

Clearly, the real spiritual battle with money occurs in our hearts, souls, and
minds, so much so that the monks repeatedly quote 1 Timothy 4:8, that outward
renunciation of money is of a little help, and should be followed, but true godliness
takes place in the heart. The ascetic renunciation of material things like money is,
at its best, only an outward sign of the more important inward struggle, according
to Maximos: “the war which the demons wage against us by means of thought is
more severe than the war they wage by means of material things.”

Living faithfully with money is no easier for a monk or more difficult for
someone trading financial futures in the pits of the Chicago Board of Trade. The
monastic counsels are for all Christians, not just a spiritual elite who live behind
monastic walls. “In this respect,” writes Kallistos Ware, "the distinction between the
monastic life and life in the world is but relative: every human being, by virtue of
the fact that he or she is created in the image of God, is summoned to be perfect, is
summoned to love God with all his or her heart, soul, and mind. In this sense all
have the same vocation and all must follow the same spiritual path. . .. The path
with its goal is one and the same whether followed within or outside a monastic
environment.” That path includes our money.

For further reflection

Jesus said, "Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will
have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." Mark 10:21.

When Paul sought the approval of the Christian leaders in Jerusalem, he says
that "the only thing they asked us to do was to remember the poor, the very thing
| was eager to do." Galatians 2:10.

For further reading see Ron Sider's classic work Rich Christians in an Age of Hunger (1977); Jacques
Ellul, Money and Power (1954); Justo Gonzalez, Faith and Wealth; A History of Early Christian Ideas on
the Origin, Significance, and Use of Money (1990); and Craig Blomberg, Neither Poverty nor Riches; A
Biblical Theology of Material Possessions (1999).
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Current Events

Annual Daughter’s Dinner

Plans are once again being formulated
for an evening of fellowship, food and
fun. Mark your calendar for Tuesday
May 13, 2008—6 p.m. -??? for the potluck
dinner. Again stories, jokes, readings, etc.
will be welcome for the program. Don't
forget to invite a girl friend or neighbor.
Reservations for the dinner are a must—
Call Rachel Gilleran 7272653, Eileen
Hartman 434-2316 or Martina Lingo-
bardo 756-2879.

The “Tender Gender Beauty Basket
Raffle” will again be available. Dona-
tions for the basket can be dropped off
in the sacristy or given to Rachel at St.
Paul’s. The time is short, so please drop
off your donations next weekend or the
weekend of April 19-20, so that the bas-
ket can be made up and tickets sold. This
fund raiser helps the Christion Women’s
Society.

For info on the basket’s donation, call
Fran Lipschutz 434-2316 or Martina at
756-2879

COMING ATTRACTION:
the St. Martin Players
will present:

Neil Simon’s
THE FEMALE ODD COUPLE
on

Friday, Saturday, and Sun-
day

April 25th, 26th & 27th

in St. Martin’s Hall

Showtimes:
Friday and Saturday at 7 p.m.
Sunday Matinee at 2 p.m.

Ticket Information
For information about tickets contact

Dolores Goodger at 756-3305

Children’s Retreat Day
THIS Sunday, the children of our parish
are invited to participate in a Retreat
Day with Sr. Gertrude Grimes.
Sister will be here during regular class
time.
After the 11:00 Mass, she will offer a vari-
ety of activities for the Children of our
parish. The day will end around 4 p.m.
All Children of the parish are welcome to
participate in this fun-filled day.

Parish Directory

We would like to make
available to all parishioners a
listing of our parish families
which will include Names,
Addresses, Phone Numbers
and e-mail addresses. If you
would like your family infor-
mation excluded from this
directory, please fill out the
form below and drop it in the
collection basket next week-
end.

T |

The Directories will be available to those pa-
rishioners wanting one. If you would like a
directory, please fill out the form below and
drop it in the collection basket next weekend.

We hope to have the directory ready by the
end of April.

I PARISH DIRECTORY
I I would like my family’s information
excluded from the parish directory.

NAME

Liturgical Ministers
Schedule

Saturday, April 19, 2008
Vigil of the
Fifth Sunday of Easter
4:00 p.m. SM

Servers

Lectors
EMOC

Sunday, April 20, 2008
Fifth Sunday of Easter

8:30 a.m. SP
Lectors
EMOC

11:00 a.m. SM
Servers
Lectors
EMOC

ST. MARTIN'S CHURCH
CLEANING TEAM

Week of April 14th
Frank Hadnagy
Dick Lake

Please Remember in
Prayer

Jean Barton

* * *

I would like a copy of the parish direc-
tory for my personal use.

NAME

Mel Darrow
Bob Gilleran Sr.
Paul Furey
Anthony LaCalamita
Mary Lake
Jewel Lee
Alan Lipschutz
Boyd Manzer
Patrick Mazza
Matthew Menapace
Helen Nied
Julia Padaletti
Catherine Pipcho
Lauren Richardson

Fr. Ken Seegar
Pat Stewart
Nancy Updyke

|
|
|
[
[
[
|
|
|
[
: Parish Directory
|
|
|
[
[
[
|
|
|

all our hospitalized
and homebound parishioners
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Hadnagy’s
Mountain Hideaway
Guest House

Frank and JoAnn Hadnagy

P. O. Box 9 -Stack Rd.
Thompson, PA 18465

Phone: 570-727-3441
Fax: 570-727-2193
E-Mail: mthdwy@epix.net
Website: mountainhideaway.netf

European Hospitality
in the Endless Mountains of NE

Carpet-Vinyl-Tile

Your Offering

Lisa Winners Beauty Salon

Susquehanna (570) 853-2727
New Milford (570) 465-5353

Full Hair Care and Nail Salons

Catering for all Occasions

ARMETTA'S
PIZZERIA & PUB

Exit 219 off Rt 81
Gibson, PA
(570) 465-5492

or visit our other location

Armetta’s Restaurant

329 Northern Blivd
Chinchilla, PA

(570) 586—5492

The Carpet Catalog
Box 173, Jackson Ave. .
oX Jackson Ave Apl‘l| 6, 2008
Thompson, PA 18465
Sales and Installation
(570) 727-3350 Loose 340.63
Hours: M-F 10a.m.—5 p.m., Sat. 9a.m.—1 p.m.
Candles 1.25
Passionist Offertory SM 1,093.00
Sisters
Lottery Offertory SP 265.00
Drawing
Children’s Offering 3.00
The Passionist
Sisters of St.
Gabriel's Retreat Easter 175.00
House in Clarks
Green are holding a lottery for the Month of .
May. Winners of the Lottery will be deter- Ascension Thursday
mined by the PA Evening Lottery. Tickets sell
for $5.00 each and are good for the entire
month. Dues 180.00
Tickets may be purchased from Sr. Gertrude Diocesan 6.00
Grimes—who will be in our parish next week- Assessment
end or from
the Passionist Sisters Fuel 20.00
631 Griffin Pond Road
Clarks Summit, PA 18411 Donation
(570-586-2791)
Ash Wednesday
Easter Flowers
Your offering 2,083.88
National Collections
Rice Bowl 25.00
Holy Land 5.00
Catholic Home Missions 10.00
Total National Collec-
tions 40.00
Additional Account Deposits
Easter Memorials
Chocolates by Irene
Specialty chocolates for all occasions Debt Reduction
570-562-2007
All our chocolate is made to order to insure quality and freshness. Total Add. Accounts
Order today for your special event!
Bridal or Baby Shower Easter Christmas Total Deposits 2,123.88
Birthday Party or any special occasion
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An address by Pope Benedict XVI

Your Eminence,

Venerable Brothers in the Episcopate and in the Priesthood,
Dear Seminarians and Parents,

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

It is always a great joy for the Bishop to be at his Seminary and this
evening | thank the Lord who has renewed this joy for me on the eve
of the Feast of Our Lady of Trust, your heavenly Patroness. | cordially
greet you all: the Cardinal Vicar, the Auxiliary Bishops, the Rector
and the other Superiors and you yourselves, dear seminarians, with
special affection. | am also pleased to greet the parents and friends
of the community of the Roman Seminary who are present. We are
gathered together for first solemn Vespers of this Marian Feast which
is so dear to you. We have listened to some verses from St Paul's Let-
ter to the Galatians in which he uses the expression "fullness of time"
(cf. 4: 4). God alone can "fill the time" and make us experience the
full meaning of our existence. God filled time with himself by sending
his Only-Begotten Son, and in him he has made us his adoptive sons:
sons in the Son. In Jesus and with Jesus, "the Way, and the Truth, and
the Life" (Jn 14: 6), we are now able to find exhaustive answers to the
heart's deepest expectations. Once fear has been dispelled, trust in
God, whom we even dare to call "Abba! Fa-

ther!" (cf. Gal 4: 6), grows within us.

Indeed,
even though it
may seem that
the priest's life
does not attract most

Dear seminarians, it is precisely because the gift
of being adoptive sons of God had illuminated
your lives that you were stirred by the desire to
make others share in it too. This is why you are
here, to develop your filial vocation and pre-
pare yourselves for your future mission as apos-
tles of Christ. It concerns a unified growth, that,
while permitting you to savor the joy of life

and dear mothers, very often find yourselves involved in a journey in
which your faith is strengthened and renewed. You find yourselves
sharing in the marvelous adventure of your sons.

Indeed, even though it may seem that the priest's life does not at-
tract most people's interest, it is in fact the most interesting and nec-
essary adventure for the world, the adventure of showing, of making
present, the fullness of life to which we all aspire. It is a very demand-
ing adventure; and it could not be otherwise since the priest is called
to imitate Jesus, who "came not to be served but to serve, and to
give his life as a ransom for many" (Mt 20: 28).

Dear seminarians, these years of formation constitute an important
time in which to prepare yourselves for the exalting mission to which
the Lord calls you. Allow me to underline two aspects that mark
your current experience. First of all, your seminary years involve a
certain detachment from ordinary life, a certain "wilderness", so that
the Lord can speak to your heart (cf. Hos 2: 14). Indeed, his voice is
not loud but rather subdued, it is "a still small voice" (I Kgs 19: 12).
Thus, if the Lord's voice is to be heard, an atmosphere of silence is
essential. For this reason the Seminary offers space and times for
daily prayer; it takes great care of the liturgy,
meditation on the Word of God and Eucharis-
tic adoration. At the same time, it demands
that you devote long hours to study: in praying
and studying you can build within yourselves
the man of God whom you must be and whom
people expect a priest to be.

Then there is a second aspect of your life: dur-
ing your seminary years, you live together; your
formation for the priesthood also involves this

with God the Father, it makes you feel so much people's community asp.ect which is of great impor-
more the urgent need to become messengers of interest tance. In following Jesus, the Apostles were

the Gospel of his Son Jesus. It is the Holy Spirit ! _f°rmed together. V°}" communion is not lim-
who makes you attentive to this profound it is in fact ited to the present time but also concerns the
reality and makes you love it. All this cannot . . future: the pastoral action that awaits you

fail to kindle immense trust in you, for the gift the most interesting and must see you joining forces, as though in one
you have received is amazing, it fills you with necessary body, in one ordo, that of priests who, together
wonder and profound joy. You can therefore with the Bishop, care for the Christian commu-
understand the role that Mary also has in your adventure nity. May you love this "family life” which is an

lives, invoked in your Seminary by the beauti-
ful title: "Our Lady of Trust". Like the "Son, born
of woman" (cf. Gal 4: 4), of Mary, Mother of
God, so your being sons of God means that you
have her as Mother, as a true Mother.

Dear parents, you are probably the most sur-
prised of all at what is happening in your sons.
You probably imagined a different career for
them than the mission for which they are now
preparing.

Who knows how often you find yourselves thinking about them: you
think back to when they were children, then boys; to the times when
they showed the first signs of their vocation or, in some cases on the
contrary, to the years in which your son's life seemed remote from the
Church. What happened? What meetings influenced their decisions?
What inner enlightenment guided their footsteps? How could they
then give up even promising prospects of life in order to choose to
enter the Seminary? Let us look to Mary! The Gospel gives us to un-
derstand that she also asked herself many questions about her Son
Jesus and pondered on him at length (cf. Lk 2: 19, 51).

It is inevitable that in a certain manner, the vocations of children
become the vocations of their parents too. In seeking to understand
your children and following them on their way, you too, dear fathers

for the world....

Pope Benedict XVI

anticipation for you of that "sacramental
brotherhood" (Presbyterorum Ordinis, n. 8)
which must characterize every diocesan priest.

All this reminds you that God calls you to be
holy, that holiness is the secret of the true suc-
cess of your priestly ministry. From this moment
holiness must be the goal of your every choice
and decision. Entrust this desire and this daily
commitment to Mary, Mother of Trust! This
most pacifying title corresponds to the invitation, repeated in the
Gospel and addressed to the Virgin by the Angel and then so many
other times by Jesus to his disciples: "Do not be afraid" (cf. Lk 1: 30).
"Do not be afraid, for | am with you", says the Lord. In the icon of
Our Lady of Trust, in which the Child points to the Mother, it seems
that Jesus is adding, "Look at your Mother and do not fear". Dear
seminarians, follow the Seminary curriculum with your minds open to
truth, transparency and dialogue with those who guide you. This will
enable you to respond in a very simple and humble way to the One
who calls you, freeing yourselves from the risk of creating a strictly
personal project. Dear parents and friends, accompany the seminari-
ans with prayer and with your constant material and spiritual sup-
port. | also assure you all of my remembrance in prayer, as | joyfully
impart the Apostolic Blessing to you.

© Copyright 2008 - Libreria Editrice Vaticana
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Where Have all the VVocations Gone?

Sherry Anne Wendell

Your head would probably nod in agreement if | asked
whether we are suffering from a shortage of vocations in our
Church. Yet my experience in working with thousands of Catho-
lics through our workshops has lead me to a different conclusion:

our problem is not that we have a shortage of voca-
tions, but that we are neglecting the abundance of voca-

tions God has placed in our very midst.

The Holy Spirit is planting charisms and vocations of amaz-
ing diversity in the hearts of all his people. But although very real,
like the graces of the sacraments, they are not magic. Just as par-
ents must foster the innate gifts their children, so the Church must
foster vocations. Our problem, therefore, is not that there is a
shortage of vocations, but that we do not foster the vast majority
of the vocations that God has given us. We lack the support sys-
tems and leadership needed to call forth the vocations of all in
our communities. In the area of vocations, we are not asking for
too much—we are settling for too little. God is not asking us to
selectively nurture the priestly vocations of a few; he is asking us
to call forth the apostolic vocations of millions.

The Church proposes that we offer the genuinely apostolic
formation necessary to support a//the laity in vocation discern-
ment. The natural objection arises that the Church must focus on
forming leaders for parish and diocesan service. After all, aren’t
we in the middle of a vocation crisis? Indeed we are-but the real
nature of our crisis is not that vocations are lacking. Rather, of the
abundance given to his people, the problem is that of the many
who are called, only a few are discerning.

The answer to our present shortage of priests, religious and
other leaders is to systematically nurture the vocations of all. For-
mation is not just something we give to a few who are already
clear about God'’s call. Formation awakens Christians to God’s
call and clarifies its meaning; formation empowers men and
women to hear and respond to this already-present summons. As
Pope John Paul Il has written, “The fundamental objective of the
formation of the lay faithful is an ever-clearer discovery of one's
vocation and the ever-greater willingness to live it so as to fulfill
one’s mission”--—The Vocation and Mission of the Lay Faithful
(Christifideles Laicii, 58). Wherever lay men and women are per-
sonally challenged to follow Christ and given sustained, personal
formation, we find that priestly, religious, and lay vocations of all
kinds flourish.

Currently, the entire process of organized vocational discern-
ment takes place outside the parish community and only for
those interested in ordained or religious life. This isolation rein-
forces the belief of many Catholics that:

X Vocations are exceptional and given only to a few

X Only those called to ordination or religious life have
vocations

X Lay Catholics have nothing to discern

In reality, adults of all ages are searching for their purpose in
life. At every Called & Gifted workshop, we ask participants,
“Why did you decide to come?’ Here is but a sample of responses
from one workshop:

X “Pm sensing some kind of call, but need more help in
discerning it.”

X Yl feel at a crossroads in my work at church-or should |
say in life.”

X “We are discerning about our call to Marriage Encounter
leadership...| prayed for a sign about where He is calling us and |
immediately heard the announcement for the workshop.”

X “lwant to be able to know what God wants of me and
help others discover their gifts as well.”

X  “Recently retired-looking for Holy Spirit’s direction in my
life.”

X “l wanted to learn more on how | can serve the Lord and
his Church.”

X “l am interested to the exclusion of almost everything else
to learn what God wants of me...and | felt this was the answer to
my prayers in part. Now that it’s over, | know that it was.”

Our workshops are filled with young adults sorting out their
career options, women returning to the workplace after their chil-
dren are grown, men whose lives have been disrupted by unem-
ployment or divorce, and older adults facing uncertainty in their
retirement. All over the country, hundreds of thousands of lay
Catholics are seeking to discern God's call at this very moment.

Vocational discernment requires the participation and support
of the Christian community, but few lay Catholics will ever find such
support unless it is available in their own parish. Many assume that
the Church has no interest in their call and that they are on their
own. Most are uncertain as to how to proceed. But when a parish
starts fostering in its people the discerning of charisms, an exciting
thing happens: people start discerning vocations.

A direct connection exists between the discernment of charisms
and the discernment of vocation. Our charisms are both clues to the
lifework for which God has created us, and supernatural tools with
which to answer that call. | vividly recall one man who came to our
program in order to discern whether he was called to the Domini-
can or Oratorian order. Religious orders are usually organized
around the charisms and mission of their founder. Since | had thor-
oughly researched the lives of both St. Philip Neri, who founded the
Oratorians, and St. Dominic, | was able to describe the charisms of
the two orders in some detail. Comparing and contrasting his per-
sonal charisms with the charisms of these orders, he quickly clarified
his choices.

Once we take seriously the Church’s teaching on the necessity
of forming every Catholic for their apostolic mission, offering voca-
tional discernment to a few on the side is no longer enough. Voca-
tional discernment must be visible and easily accessible. We need to
move initial vocational discernment out of the chancery and the
monastery and into the parish. Discernment of personal charisms
and vocation must become a completely normal part of life for a
Catholic adult. Catholic adults, whatever their vocations, can and
should experience the first stages of vocational discernment to-
gether. Nothing will communicate more clearly the Church’s recog-
nition and support of the apostolic call of every member.

Copyright © 2008 The Catherine of Siena Institute

The Catherine of Siena Institute is a program of the Western Domin
Province dedicated to equipping parishes for the formation of lay Ce
for their mission in the world.

www.slena.org
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Mission and Mystagogy

“Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.” With those words, all the baptized are dismissed from the eucharist. For
those who were baptized at Easter, the significance of this is that it is a new dismissal. As catechumens, they were
dismissed after the homily to continue being formed by the word of God and the teachings of the church. As neo-
phytes, now they remain with the baptized and take their part in the work of the faithful: to offer intercession,
praise, sacrifice and thanksgiving to the Father. In other words, the baptized continue the work of Jesus, in whose
name they pray, who is present within and among them and in the sacrament at the altar.

But the work of the baptized and the goal of Christian initiation is not completed by participating in the liturgy of
the Eucharist. The Eucharist itself is not complete until those who have celebrated it return to the world from which
they came to continue to offer intercession, praise and thanksgiving through their attitudes, actions and interac-
tions in everyday life. The mission of Jesus was to proclaim the Good News of God’s reign and to bring all people to
the Father, and that is the mission into which we all are baptized.

During the Fifty Days of Easter, and for about a year, the neophytes participate in mystagogy, a Greek word that
means “teaching the mysteries.” The mysteries this refers to are primarily the sacraments. During this time, and
throughout their lives, the neophytes and all the faithful deepen their understanding of what it means to have
been baptized and confirmed and to continue to participate in all the sacraments, particularly the Eucharist. At
the end of every Mass, we are offered a small reminder that to participate in the sacraments is to take on the
work and mission of Jesus.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Copyright © 1997 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, 1800 North Hermitage Avenue, Chicago IL 60622-1101; 1-800-933-1800. Text by Victoria M.
Tufano. Art by Annika Nelson.

Lambs do not sit on thrones. Nor do they act as shep-
herds to the flock.

In Israel—and in the Near East in general- the tradition
was indeed to call the kings and leaders of the people
“shepherds” and thereby to call the people “flock.”

But what is meant that the lamb is the shepherd? it is, of
course, the truth about Jesus that is so spoken. He is
made a weak and finally a slain man. A nothing. Yet this
very One knows his own, calls them by name, will allow
no snatching out of the flock. One who is no king is the
Only King. One who is no shepherd is the Good Shep-
herd for all peoples.

It is the Resurrection of the Crucified One which is spoken
by these images. In his “knowing us,” that is his being in
the midst of our agony, knowing it by sharing it, we are
placed irrevocably in God’s hand.

But how shall we know that?

Come to the Table. Eat and drink. In the address of the
Body and Blood to you, hear the Shepherd’s Voice calling
you by name, knowing you and your need. Here is the
end of hunger and thirst, the beginning of the wiping away
of all tears, the flowing of the spring of life-giving waters.
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Parish Checkbook this Week

Balance Forward

Boot— A—Pest

Licensed Residential & Commercial
Pest Control Service

Mortgage Wood destroying Inspections

Ants—Mice— Spiders-Bees and Much more
Over 17 years experience

Jeff Owens Phone 570-281-94

Olde Church Emporium

Rt. 92 S. Jackson
Antiques bought and sold

Furniture Home Décor Miniatures Candles

Gifts

God knows what you’ll find there!

'? Visit our Café and Bake Shoppe.

(04/04/2008) 658.78

Income
Loose 340.63
Candles 125
Offertory SM 1,093.00
Offertory SP 265.00
Children 3.00
Easter 175.00
Ash Wednesday
Dues 180.00
Diocesan 6.00
Utilities 20.00
Initial Offering
Rice Bowl 25.00
Holy Land 5.00
Home Missions 10.00
Bulletin Ads
Other Income 25.24
Transfer from Fundrais-
ing Account
Donation
R.E. Fundraising
Total Income

2,149.12
(04/07/08)
Balance Forward 658.78
+ Income this week 2,149.12
Total Available Funds 2,807.90
Expenditures

Administration 108.24
Rectory 200.05
Liturgy 68.08
Religious Education
Insurance
Diocesan School Subsidy
National Collection Payments
Total Expenses 486.67
Funds Available 2,807.90
- expenses -486.67
Balance
(04/11/2008) 2,321.23

In case you were wondering.....

The financial statement included as an
insert into last weekend’s bulletin was
meant to alert all parishioners to the
fact that we are operating on a
budget and that that budget is com-
posed of two parts INCOME and EX-
PENSE.

While it is necessary to keep an eye
on the expenses of the parish, it is also
equally necessary to keep an eye on
the income that comes to the parish
each week. That income cannot be
less than $2,000.00 per week, other-
wise the parish will slip into deficit
spending.

As it stands at the moment, we are
able to meet our financial obligations.
But this situation is tenuous. We can-
not afford to allow our weekly giving
to be below $2,000.00 a week. Any
week on which this occurs is detrimen-
tal to the overall financial well-being
of the parish community.

In other financial news, a comparison
of expenditures from the last fiscal
year to date (July 1, 2006—April 9,
2007) and this fiscal year to date
(July 1, 2007—April 9, 2008) shows a
decrease in spending of $23,000.00.

So, in a nutshell, the parish admini-
stration has spent $23,0000.00 less
this year as compared to last year!

Spending is not out of control.

Please
Patronize our
Sponsors

Café Bake Shoppe Tea Room
Brunch— Lunch Afternoon Tea
Baking Bread, Pies and Savories to Order
Open all year Thursday—Sunday 10—5
All Major Credit Cards Accepted
Deborah McNamee, proprietor
or visit us online at
www.oldechurchemporium.com

Francisco Martinez, Massage Therapi

Healing Touch Practitior

Therapeutic Touch—Swedish Massage— Refle

House Calls  Gift Certificates Available

By Appointment: (570)815-5566

120
=3

ner

ology

Joe Frye
Jayne Frye
Owners/Operators

Susquehanna Monuments

for all your cemetery monument needs

R.R. 2 Box 58
Susquehanna, PA Phone: 570-853-3601
18847 Fax: 570-853-3644

\"ZJ

Briechle & Gelso, LLC

Attorneys at Law
Serving NEPA with 2 offices

28 Maple St. 120 S. Franklin St.
P.O. Box 261 Wilkes-Barre, PA
Montrose, PA 18701

18801

(570) 278-2430 | (570)826-1405

Offering Legal Services in

Personal Injury Worker’s Compensation
PA State Court Litigation Criminal Defense
Federal Court Litigation Construction Law
Contract Disputes Estates & Wills
Real Estate Social Security Disability
Corporate Matters

Michael Briechle, Esq.
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Sacramentum Caritatis

The Apostolic Exhortation of Pope Benedict XVI

OUR PARISH JOURNAL

Saint of the Week

“This great company of witnesses
spurs us onto victory.....”

The Eucharist
and the conse-
crated life

B 81. The relation-
ship of the Eucha-
8 rist to the various
ecclesial vocations
is seen in a par-
ticularly vivid way
in "the prophetic
witness of conse-
crated men and women, who find in the celebration
of the Eucharist and in Eucharistic adoration the
strength necessary for the radical following of Christ,
obedient, poor and chaste." (225) Though they pro-
vide many services in the area of human formation
and care for the poor, education and health care, con-
secrated men and women know that the principal pur-
pose of their lives is "the contemplation of things di-
vine and constant union with God in prayer." (2206)
The essential contribution that the Church expects
from consecrated persons is much more in the order
of being than of doing. Here I wish to reaffirm the
importance of the witness of virginity, precisely in
relation to the mystery of the Eucharist. In addition to
its connection to priestly celibacy, the Eucharistic
mystery also has an intrinsic relationship to conse-
crated virginity, inasmuch as the latter is an expression
of the Church's exclusive devotion to Christ, whom
she accepts as her Bridegroom with a radical and
fruitful fidelity.(227 In the Eucharist, consecrated vir-
ginity finds inspiration and nourishment for its com-
plete dedication to Christ. From the Eucharist, more-
over, it draws encouragement and strength to be a
sign, in our own times too, of God's gracious and
fruitful love for humanity. Finally, by its specific wit-
ness, consecrated life becomes an objective sign and
foreshadowing of the "wedding- feast of the Lamb"
(ReM9:7-9) which is the goal of all salvation history.
In this sense, it points to that eschatological horizon
against which the choices and life decisions of every
man and woman should be situated.

St. Bernadette Soubirous
April 16

Marie Bernarde (‘Bernadette’)
Soubirous was the eldest child
of an impoverished miller. At
the age of fourteen she was
ailing and undersized, sensitive
and of pleasant disposition but
accounted backward and
slow. Between 11 February and
16 July 1858, in a shallow cave
on the bank of the river Gave,
she had a series of remarkable
experiences. On eighteen occa-
sions she saw a very young e
and beautiful lady, who made &%
various requests and commu-
nications to her, pointing out a
forgotten spring of water and
enjoining prayer and peni-
tence. The lady eventually
identified herself as the Virgin Mary, under the title of ‘the
Immaculate Conception'. Some of these happenings took
place in the presence of many people, but no one besides
Bernadette claimed to see or hear 'the Lady', and there was
no disorder or emotional extravagance. After the appear-
ances ceased, however, there was an epidemic of false vision-
aries and morbid religiosity in the district, which increased the
reserved attitude of the church authorities towards Berna-
dette's experiences.

For some years she suffered greatly from the suspicious disbe-
lief of some and the tactless enthusiasm and insensitive at-
tentions of others; these trials she bore with impressive pa-
tience and dignity. In 1866 she was admitted to the convent
of the Sisters of Charity at Nevers. Here she was more shel-
tered from trying publicity, but not from the 'stuffiness' of the
convent superiors nor from the tightening grip of asthma. 'l
am getting on with my job,' she would say. 'What is that?'
someone asked. 'Being ill,' was the reply. Thus she lived out
her self-effacing life, dying at the age of thirty-five. The
events of 1858 resulted in Lourdes becoming one of the great-
est pilgrim shrines in the history of Christendom. But St Ber-
nadette took no part in these developments; nor was it for
her visions that she was canonized, but for the humble sim-
plicity and religious trust that characterized her whole life.

Patron: Bodily ills; illness; Lourdes, France; people tidiculed for
their piety; poverty; shepherdesses; shepherds; sick people; sick-
ness.
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The
Parish
Community
of

St. Martin of Tours
and
St. Paul
the Apostle

Mass Intentions for April 14-20

R. R. 1Box 396
Jackson, PA 18825

Phone: (570) 756-2541
Fax: (570) 756-2105

E-Mail:
parish@martinoftours.com

Pastor
Rev. Kenneth M. Seegar

Business Manager
Mark Lipschutz

Sacristans
Matthew Menapace
Betsy Supancik
Mary Lake
Diane Frye
Pearena Hubel

Liturgical Scheduling
Betsy Supancik

Parish Liturgical Musicians
Sue Lee
Christine Plonski Sezer
Alice Gilleran

Connie Panasevich
\

Parish Pastoral Council
Michael Briechle
Mark Fallon
Denise Finnegan
Diane Frye
Charlene Kempa
Robert Klein
Alfie Lambert
Connie Panasevich

Parish Finance Council
Sharon Panasevich, Chair
Michael Briechle

Rita Reavey

Religious Ed Program
Gina Baker

Charlene Kempa

Alfie Lambert

Anthony Maloney

Maureen Maloney

Diane Monteforte

Ruth Zeck

Feast Intention ‘ Offered by
Monday ( DVWHU ‘HHNGD\ NoMassesScheduled
Tuesday ( DVWHU :HH NMg{DGwutowski Wanda Laskowski
Wednesday (DVWHU :H/HN GE»Dew Parish
Thursday ( DVWHU : H|HN &Mlne Corrigan | Batry & Annette Cotrigan
Friday ( DVWHU ‘HHNGD\ No MassScheduled
Saturday (DVWHU :HHNGD\ No MassScheduled
Fifth Sunday of Easter
.. 4:00 p.m. o
Vigil ) Parishioners Pastor
St. Martin’s
8:30 a.m. .
Sunday St. qurlr,ls Joseph Passarelli Fr. Ken
11:00 a.m.
t. Martin’s ert Leahy oodyshek Family
Sunda: St. M Gert Leahy Woodyshek Family
Thic \Woelk in-aorr Parich
TS VVCCK I Our alrtstt - .
Parish Mission
Mond No Morning Mass Statement
onaay Rectory office closed
We, the Roman Catholic
Morning Mass - 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel Parish of St. Martin of Tours
and St. Paul the Apostle, in
Tuesday Core Team Mtg—St. Lawrence, Great Bend 7 the Diocese of Scranton, are
p.m. a faith community of rich,
diverse talents and cultures.
Wednesday Morning Mass - 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel We are called to encour-
age all to share God’s gifts, in
artnership with Him, for the
Morning Mass - 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel P P i
Thursday good of the Body of Christ.
- We are a worshipping,
Frida Morning Mass - 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel Eucharistic Community,
y united with the Holy Father,
- our Bishop and our Pastor, to
No Morning Mass make Christ present in our
Satu I’day Confessions 3:00 p.m. SM Yjvr:;:ja E:rali‘ln%hgzr’zlgzisrhiﬂi
Vigil Mass 5 Easter 4:00 p.m. SM Word of God 'in works of hos-
Fifth Sunday of Easter pitality, charity, and mercy.
We are committed to
Confession 8:00 a.m.. SP by request only serving one another in the
Sunday Mass 8:30 2.m. SP name of Jesus Christ, so that
: the Kingdom of God becomes
Religious Ed classes 9:30 a.m. SM more visible in our world
Sunday Sunday Mass 11:00 a.m. SM
, _ _ We’'re on the Web!
Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 6 p.m. Rec-
tory See us at:
www.martinoftours.com
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In recent days there has been much discussion about
the financial situation of our parish and it has become ap-
parent that there is much erroneous opinion circulating
about the fiscal stability of our parish. This is an attempt to
set the record straight and provide parishioners with accu-
rate up to the date information about the financial situation
of the parish.

WEEKLY REPORT

The bulletin each week contains a listing of the contri-
butions for the previous Sunday as well as a listing of the
overall income/expenses for that week. This is provided to
the parish as a means to assist you in gauging your giving
to the parish. Is the money you offer each Sunday consis-
tent with the needs of the parish? This is also provided as a
means to gauge the fiscal management of the parish on a
weekly basis. You know exactly where your money has
gone each week.

INFORMATION GARNERED FROM THE WEEKLY
REPORT

The first item that should be blatantly obvious from
perusing the weekly report is that our parish is fiscally
sound. We are able to pay all bills on time and there are no
bills hanging from one month to the next. In fact, in most
cases, if we are not up to date with our financial obliga-
tions, we are most probably ahead.

PARISH BUDGET

It has been stated that there is no parish budget and
the pastor has been accused of spending money “willy-
nilly.” This is utterly false.

The parish council established a budget for this fiscal
year in June of 2007. To date, we have kept to the budget
in regards to spending. But a budget is a two-way street—
especially in terms of a parish. The Budget is set with an
assumption of income. In our case, that income is
$2,000.00 per collection. The chart to the right shows the
actual collections for the last quarter. On average, your
Offering totaled $1,789.10 per collection. This is a deficit
of $210.90 per collection, as per the budget recommenda-
tion. Totaled over the 15 collection period, that deficit in
income came to $3,163.50. If we are to be true a budget

Collections for the Third Fiscal Quarter (January—March ) 2008

Weekend Of

January 1, 2008 NEW YEARS DAY
January 5-6, 2008
January 12-13, 2008
January 19-20, 2008
January 26-27, 2008
February 2-3, 2008
February 6, 2008  ASH WEDNESDAY
February 9-10, 2008

February 16-17

February 22-23

March 1-2, 2008

March 8-9, 2008

March 15-16, 2008
March 22-23,2008 EASTER
March 29-30, 2008

Total Collections for this quarter

Average Collection for this quarter

Amount per collection needed to stay on
Average deficit income per Sunday this

Total deficit income for the quarter

Amount of Collection

$376.75
2,390.50
2,051.10
1,285.50
1,487.80
2,061.86
391.01
1,785.45
2,073.75
1,525.50
2,343.80

2,066.00

1,843.01
3,744.75
1,409.72
26,836.50
1,789.10

2,000.00

(210.90)

(3,163.50)

system, then all parishioners have to recognize their obligation to main-
tain or exceed the $2,000.00 expectation per collection.

When the income is not kept to budget, then it appears that
expenses are out of control. By and large, we have kept a lid on un-

necessary spending.

BUSINESS MANAGER

In January, Fr. Ken hired a “business manager” to assist in keep-
ing the books. This was done as a safeguard measutre for the parish. It
provides another level of checks and balances in maintaining the parish
finances and provides for a smoother transition when there is a change
in pastors, as there is someone beside the pastor who knows what’s
going on in the day-to-day administration of the parish. Our business
manager works a total of 8 hours a week, 4 hours each on Tuesday and

Thursday
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Financing for the salary of the business manager was pro-
cured from the fact that the housekeeper went from 3 days a week
to 1 day a week. In addition, the Diocesan Loan had been paid off,
which provided some extra funding.

THE PARISH ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCILS

There is much confusion about the role of the parish ad-
ministrative councils in parish life. Many people feel that they are to
be “watchdogs” to keep the pastor in line. That is utter poppycock!

According to Church Law and Diocesan Statutes, the pastor is the
ultimate authority in the parish. The Parish Council and the Finance
Council serve to assist him in the administration of the parish. Their
role is “CONSULTATIVE.” In a word, the pastor consults them on
various aspects of parish life, but the final decision remains with
him.

The role of the Parish Finance Council is to provide the
financial means for the pastor to accomplish his task. Their primary
function is stewardship—in its truest sense of the word. They work
with the pastor in formulating the budget, in fund-raising efforts,
and in looking for ways to expand and develop income for the par-
ish. While they keep an eye on spending, their primary goal is to see
that the parish has the financial means to accomplish its goal of pro-
vided good and worthy liturgies, in seeing that the Church is prop-
erly cared for, in providing catechesis for all age groups, in utilizing
the resources of the diocese to promote the spiritual growth of the
parishioners and provide for the financial future of the parish com-
munity.

In our parish, we have a very capable Finance Committee
who has been instrumental in providing quality consultation as we
weathered the storms of the past. By their efforts, we were able to
pay off our debt to the diocese in record time and establish a finan-
cially sound parish. Their task for the future is to expand their influ-
ence within the parish community, establish a tithing system for
giving, look at innovative ways to raise capital, and keep a handle on
the needed repairs and maintenance of all parish buildings and
grounds.

OTHER INFORMATION

In looking at the last fiscal quarter (January to March), the
first thing that became apparent is that 75% of our income was sent
to the diocese to keep our bills up to date. A list of those expenses
for the quarter is to the right.

Also, fuel costs have risen dramatically. An analysis of
those expenses is also to the right.

The Diocesan Assessment Payments and the Fuel Bill ar
our highest expenditures. The Fuel Bill is locked in at a payment of
$700.00 a month for 12 months. The Diocesan Payments are made
in three installments each month: $2,153.00 for Clergy Salary,
$964.58 for School Subsidy and $3,526.33 for all other Diocesan
Expenses. These are bills that MUST BE paid to keep our parish on
good financial standing with the Diocese.

Both the Diocesan Assessment and Fuel Costs are ad-
dressed in the parish envelope system. We ask an additional dona-
tion from all parish families to keep these expenses in check each
month. While we know that this will not cover the total cost, every
little bit helps.

Diocesan Expenditures Third Fiscal Quarter 2008

Diocesan Assessment 2,642.49
Clergy pension 1,500.00
Clergy Care/Wellness 474.51
Clergy Blue Cross 2,782.50
Diocesan Post Retirement Fund 999.99
Diocesan Self-Insurance 2,178.67
Clergy Payroll 6,459.00
Diocesan Catholic School Subsidy 2,893.74
Total Diocesan Expenditures 3rd Quarter 19,930.90
Amount collected from monthly 344.00
Deficit Income for Diocesan Assessment (19,586.90)

Fuel Expenses 3rd Fiscal Quarter (Jan-March) 2008

Total Invoice Fuel Oil 4,856.28
Budget Payments for Fuel Oil 2,100.00
Propane 60.75

Total Fuel Payments for this quarter 2,160.75
Income from monthly Fuel Collection 1,083.00
Deficit Income for Fuel (1,077.75)

As was noted at a recent meeting for Holiness and Mission,
we are a parish small in number but big in our commitment
to this community of faith. We must not allow anything to
deter us from reaching our goal. We must continue to en-
courage each other daily so that the Kingdom of God can be
built in our midst.

Catch the Excitement!

Witness the Joy!
Shape the Vision!
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