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The Parallel Universe of the Passion of Jesus 
       Palm Sunday signaled the beginning of the end for Jesus.
           Palm Sunday began with a festive procession. Good Friday ended with the death 

penalty. Excited children waving palm branches gave way to violent mobs shouting death 
threats. Adoration by the crowds in Jerusalem evaporated into abandonment 
by God on Golgotha.
           Between Palm Sunday and Good Friday, Jesus's disciples argued 
among themselves about who was the greatest, Judas betrayed him and then 
committed suicide, Peter denied ever knowing him, and all his disciples fled 

for the high grass (except for the women). After three years of itinerant preaching, 
teaching, and healing that focused on the poor, the imprisoned, the blind, and all who 
were oppressed (Luke 4:18ff), Jesus's family declared him insane, the religious estab-
lishment hated him, and the political authorities had had enough. And so Rome deployed 
all the brutal means at its disposal to crush an insurgent movement—rendition, interro-
gation, torture, mockery, humiliation, and then a sadistic execution designed as a 

"calculated social deterrent" (Borg) to any other trouble makers who might challenge im-
perial authority and disturb the Pax Romana.

           But why did Jesus die? The passion narratives for this week explain why.
           Jesus was executed for three reasons, says Luke: "We found this fellow subverting 

the nation, opposing payment of taxes to Caesar, and saying that He Himself is Christ, a 
King" (Luke 23:1–2). In John's gospel the angry mob warned Pilate, "If you let this man go, 

you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar" (John 19:12).
           In short, "He's subverting our nation. He opposes Caesar. You can't befriend both 

Jesus and Caesar." They were right, even more right than they knew or could have imagined.
           Jesus's "triumphal entry" into the clogged streets of Jerusalem on Good Friday was a 

deeply ironic, highly symbolic, and deliberately provocative act. It was an enacted parable or 
street theater that dramatized his subversive mission and message. He didn't ride a donkey be-
cause he was too tired to walk or because he wanted a good view of the crowds. The Oxford 
scholar George Caird characterized Jesus's triumphal entry as more of a "planned political dem-
onstration" than the religious celebration that we sentimentalize today.

           Because the Roman state always made a show of force during the Jewish Passover 
when pilgrims thronged to Jerusalem to celebrate their political liberation from Egypt centuries 
earlier, Borg and Crossan imagine not one but two political processions entering Jerusalem that 
Friday morning in the spring of AD 30. In a bold parody of imperial politics, king Jesus de-
scended the Mount of Olives into Jerusalem from the east in fulfillment of Zechariah's ancient 
prophecy: "Look, your king is coming to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of 
a donkey" (Matthew 21:5 = Zechariah 9:9). From the west, the Roman governor Pilate entered 
Jerusalem with all the pomp of state power. Pilate's brigades showcased Rome's military might, 
power and glory. Jesus's triumphal entry, by stark contrast, was an anti-imperial and anti-
triumphal "counter-procession" of peasants that proclaimed an alternate and subversive commu-
nity that for three years he had called "the kingdom of God."

           But what were Jesus and his first followers subverting?
           For about a hundred years Christians were invisible to most people in the Roman 

empire. But across the decades they earned a reputation as an alternate and anti-social commu-
nity that existed on the margins of the state. They were a people of the periphery—fanatical, 
seditious, obstinate, and defiant. Tacitus called them "haters of mankind." Some derided them 
as "atheists" because they refused to participate in Rome's cult of imperial worship. Others dis-
paraged them as a "third race" that distinguished itself from the "first race" (Greeks and Ro-
mans) and the "second race" (Jews).

           The early believers scorned long-held Roman religious traditions. Many of their ad-
herents came from the lower classes and seemed gullible. They refused military service, and met 
for clandestine rites rumored to include cannibalism, ritual murder, and incest. "You don't go to 
our shows," complained an early pagan critic, "you take no part in our processions, you are not 
present at our public banquets, you shrink in horror from our sacred games." All of which is to 
say, he concluded, the Christians "do not understand their civic duty."

            continued on Page 2

Palm Sunday of  the Lord’s Passion
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Prayers Before Mass
   When we enter the church, we come into the 
Presence of the Living God. Take the time be-
fore Mass to place yourself in His Presence and to 
ask for His Mercy for your sins and those of the 
whole world, that the Sacrifice of the Mass may 
not be offered in vain.

Most Holy Trinity, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
I adore You profoundly
and I offer you the most Sacred
Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity
of our Lord Jesus Christ,
present in all the Tabernacles of the 
world
in reparation for the 
sacrileges, outrages and indifference
to which He is everywhere subjected.
Through the infinite merits of His Most 
Sacred Heart and the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, I ask the conversion of 
poor sinners.

My God, I believe I adore, I trust and I 
love You.
I beg pardon for those who do not be-
lieve, do not adore, do not trust and do 
not love You.

Chaplet of Divine Mercy

On Rosary Beads pray:
Our Father…..

Hail Mary …..

I believe in One God….

On the large beads say:
Eternal Father,
I offer You the Body and Blood
Soul and Divinity
of Your Dearly Beloved Son,
Our Lord Jesus Christ 
in atonement for our sins
and those of the whole world.

On the small beads say:

For the sake of His sorrowful Passion
have mercy on us and on the whole 
world.

At the conclusion say three times

Holy God
Holy Mighty One
Holy Immortal One
Have mercy on us and on the whole 
world.

For the Faithful Departed:

Eternal Rest Grant Them O Lord
And let perpetual light shine upon 
them. May they rest in peace.

May their souls and all the souls of the 
Faithful departed , through the mercy 
of God rest in peace. Amen.

           Borg and Crossan suggest that Jesus's alternate reign and rule sub-
verted major aspects of the way most societies in history have been organized. 
Whether ancient or modern, most societies have normalized a status quo of 
political oppression that marginalizes ordinary people, economic exploitation
whereby the rich take advantage of the poor, and religious legitimation that 
says, "don't try to change things because God wants things this way." It's easy 
to think of other aspects of cultural conformity that Jesus would subvert, like 
ethnic stereotypes, media propaganda, gender roles, consumerism, and our 
degradation of planet earth.

           On Palm Sunday Jesus invites us to join his subversive counter-
procession that leads to a sort of parallel universe. But he calls us not to just 
any subversion, subversion for its own sake, or to some new and improved 
political agenda. Christian subversion takes as its model Jesus himself. It aims 
for what Martin Luther King Jr. called "transformed nonconformity" (cf. Romans 
12:1–2).

           In one of the earliest Christian hymns, believers worshipped Jesus 
as one who "being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God 
something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of 
a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a 
man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death—even death on a 
cross." Dying to self and the many demons of egoism, and living to serve oth-
ers, will prove itself to be sufficiently and radically subversive. And so Paul in-
structs us in his epistle for this week: "have this attitude in yourselves which 
was also in Christ Jesus" (Philippians 2:5–11).
           Elsewhere Paul uses an economic metaphor when he writes that al-
though Jesus was rich, yet for our sakes he became poor, that we through his 
poverty might become rich (2 Corinthians 8:9). As an old man Paul said that 
his own life had been "poured out like a drink offering" for others (2 Timothy 
4:6). Identifying with Jesus and patterning our lives after him results in endless 
subversions — divestment of wealth rather than accumulation, renunciation 
rather than gratification, self-sacrifice rather than self-satisfaction, humility 
rather than exaltation, and peace for all rather than security for a few.
           And so although Palm Sunday marked the beginning of the end for Je-
sus, his end showed the way for our own beginning.

For further reflection:

Meditate on 2 Corinthians 5:19 and the ultimate meaning of Jesus's 
death: "God was in Christ, reconciling the cosmos to Himself."

* How might the "parallel universe" of Jesus subvert cultural con-
formity in your own life? What might it look and feel like? Can you 
point to one example either positive or negative? 

* Consider: March 19, 2008 marks the fifth anniversary of the US 
invasion of Iraq. The war has cost $500 billion so far —$275 million 
per day or $4,100 per household. Almost 4,000 U.S. soldiers have 
been killed and more than 60,000 wounded. 700,000 Iraqis have 
been killed and 4 million made refugees.

* Cf. Marcus Borg and John Dominic Crossan, The Last Week; A 
Day-by-Day Account of Jesus's Final Week in Jerusalem (2006).

The Parallel Universe of the Passion of Jesus -        Continued from page 1
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Current Events
Liturgical Ministers

Schedule

Living Stations 
of the Cross will 
be presented by 
St. John’s Youth 
Group on Monday, 
March 17th at 
7:00 p.m. in St. 
John’s Church, 
Susquehanna. The 
Parish Folk Group 
will provide music 
for this moving 
portrayal of the 

last hours of our Lord’s Life. All parish-
ioners are invited to attend.

Thursday, March 20th
Mass of the Lord’s Supper

7 p.m. SM 

Servers Justin Lee
Michael Lingobardo
Christine Zeck
Michaela Zeck

Lectors David Lee

EMOC Alfie Lambert
Matt Menapace
Betsy Supancik

Friday, March 21st
Celebration of the

 Passion of the Lord
3 p.m. SM

Servers Justin Lee
Michael Lingobardo

Lectors Barry Corrigan

EMOC Matt Menapace

Servers Justin Lee
Michael Lingobardo
Katherine Kempa
Lauren Marco

Sunday, March 23, 2008
SOLEMNITY OF THE

RESURRECTION
OF THE LORD

8:30 a.m. St. Paul’s 

Lectors Rachel Gilleran

EMOC Diane Frye

11:00 a.m. St. Martin’s 

Servers Tara Flor
Olivia Rockwell
RJ Klein
Olivia Klein

Lectors Robert Klein

EMOC Alfie Lambert
Betty Kwader
Matt Menapace

Saturday, March 22nd
SOLEMN EASTER VIGIL

8 p.m. SM

Lectors Barry Corrigan
David Lee

EMOC Charlene Kempa
Betsy Supancik
Kim Marco

Family Easter 
Basket Raffle

“Something 
for every-

one!”

Weekend of March 
9th and March 
16th

Drawing: March 16th after Mass

Tickets $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00
St. Martin’s Vestibule

“How can I make a return to the Lord 
for His Goodness to me?”

The Psalmist raises a good question—
how can we make a return to God for all 
that He has given us? 

The answer as found in the Scriptures is 
to use our Time, our Talent and our 
Treasure to build up His Kingdom on 
earth. 

Consider the “good things” that God 
has done for you as you contemplate 
your gift to the Parish this Easter. 

God is never outdone in generosity.

Prepare for the Triduum!
As we enter into the days of our Lord’s life-
giving Death and Holy Resurrection, the 
Church invites us to be freed from sin and 
evil in all its forms. To this end, the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation is an efficacious 
remedy. 

Confessions will be heard this Sunday af-
ternoon beginning at 3 p.m. in St. Martin’s 
Church.

A number of confessors will be on hand to 
hear your confession and grant absolution.

Do not allow this moment of God’s grace to 
pass by unheeded.

HOLY WEEK COLLECTIONS

There are 2 collections taken up during 
Holy Week. 

The first is OPERATION RICE 
BOWL and it is taken up at the Mass of 
the Lord’s Supper at the beginning of 
the Paschal Triduum. Here the sacrificial 
offering of Lent is given to relieve the 
poverty of those who are served through 
Catholic Relief Services.

The second collection is for the HOLY 
LAND and is taken up on Good Friday. 
This Collection is given to the Francis-
can Custody of the Holy Land to sup-
port their work in maintaining the Chris-
tian Faith in the homeland of our  Lord.

We ask all parishioners to be extra 
generous to these collections during 
the Paschal Triduum.

The Blessing of Easter Foods

This ancient and venerable custom has 
its roots in a time when many of the 
foods we enjoy at Easter were forbidden 
during Lent. Meats, dairy products and 
even eggs were on the list of forbidden 
Lenten foods. As Easter approached, 
the Faithful would bring these foods to 
church to obtain a blessing over them.

In effect, it was an effort to bring the 
celebration that took place in church 
back into the home. The foods blessed 
through their presence during the long 
Easter Vigil became the first foods to be 
eaten on Easter. 

     In recent times, the blessing of foods 
took place on Holy Saturday. The revi-
sion of the Paschal Triduum, however, 
calls us to restore the ancient tradition 
of bringing the foods to Mass at Easter 
and then taking them home and enjoy-
ing them with family and friends.
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Catering for all Occasions

ARMETTA’S

PIZZERIA & PUB

Exit 219 off Rt 81
Gibson, PA

(570) 465-5492

or visit our other location

Armetta’s Restaurant
329 Northern Blvd

Chinchilla, PA
(570) 586—5492

Chocolates by Irene
Specialty chocolates for all occasions

570-562-2007
All our chocolate is made to order to insure quality and freshness.

Order today for your special event!
Bridal or Baby Shower    Easter   Christmas     

Birthday Party   or any special occasion

Your Offering 

March 9, 2008

Loose  184.00

Candles -0-

Offertory SM 1,078.00

Offertory SP 445.00

Children’s Offering 1.00

Easter 15.00

Ascension Thursday -0-

Dues 33.00

Diocesan 

Assessment
19.00

Fuel 246.00

Initial Offering -0-

Ash Wednesday -0-

Your offering 2,046.00

National Collections

Social Services Collection 20.00

Rice Bowl

Total National Collec-
tions 20.00

Additional Account Deposits

Easter Memorials 195.00

Debt Reduction  10.00

Total Add. Accounts 205.00

Total Deposits 2,271.00

Easter Flowers 25.00

Holy Land

Carpet-Vinyl-Tile

The Carpet Catalog
Box 173, Jackson Ave.

Thompson, PA 18465

Sales and Installation

(570) 727-3350 

Hours: M-F 10a.m.—5 p.m., Sat. 9a.m.—1 p.m. 

Hadnagy’s Mountain Hideaway 

Guest House
Frank and JoAnn Hadnagy

P. O. Box 9  -Stack Rd.
Thompson, PA 18465

Phone: 570-727-3441  Fax: 570-727-2193

E-Mail: mthdwy@epix.net

Website: mountainhideaway.net

Called to Holiness and Mission:

Pastoral planning in the 

Diocese of Scranton

Core Committee
The following parishioners are on the 
Core Committee to do parish planning 
as part of the Called to Holiness and 
Mission: 

Robert Klein       Chair

Chris Lake Secretary

Rita Reavey

Christine Plonski Sezer

Fr. Ken

Parish Facts
Number of registered families      177

Number of persons registered      422

Baptisms  2007  2

First Communion 2007  4

Marriages 2007  3

Funerals 2007  5

Lisa Winners Beauty Salon

Susquehanna (570) 853-2727

New Milford (570) 465-5353

Full Hair Care and Nail Salons

Thank you to all who attended 
our first Focus Group Meetings 
on Wednesday, March 12.  Over 
30 parishioners shared their in-
sights and observations of our 
parish in the areas of Vocations, 
Stewardship and Justice, and 
Stewardship and Administration.  
Many good ideas were generated 
to strengthen our spiritual and 
our out-reach programs.  Sum-
maries of the sessions will be 
available at the Town Meeting, 
scheduled for April 2.

 A second evening of Focus 
Group Meetings is slated for 
Wednesday, March 26 at 7 PM to 
discuss Eucharist, Prayer and 
Communion and Evangelization, 
Formation, and Education.  All 
are welcome to attend.  

 Through the survey conducted 
in early March, the Focus Group 
Meetings, and a Town Meeting, 
the Core Committee will com-
plete the self-study component 
for the Called to Holiness plan 
of the Diocese of Scranton.  
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Holy Week &
the Paschal

Triduum
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    Christ redeemed humankind and 
gave perfect glory to God princi-
pally through His Paschal Mystery: 
by dying He destroyed our death, 
by rising He restored our life. The 
Paschal Triduum of the Passion and 
Resurrection of Christ is thus the cul-
mination of the entire liturgical year.

The Paschal Triduum begins 
with the Evening Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper, reaches its high point in the 
Easter Vigil, and closes with Evening 
Prayer on Easter Sunday.

On Good Friday and Holy 
Saturday the Paschal Fast is ob-
served everywhere.

The celebration of the 
Lord’s Passion takes place on Friday 
during the afternoon hours.

The Easter Vigil, in the night 
when Christ rose from the dead, is 
considered the Mother of all Vigils. 
During it the Church keeps watch, 
awaiting the Resurrection of Christ 
and celebrating it in the Sacra-
ments, especially those of Initiation 
into the Church. The entire celebra-
tion of this vigil should take place at 
night, beginning after nightfall and 
ending with the dawn.

General Norms of the 

Liturgical Year.

The Paschal Triduum is the 
highpoint of the entire Church year. It 
invites us to participate in those events 
which brought us to new life in Christ, 
mainly his Passion, his Death and His 
Glorious Resurrection. These days are 
so great that nothing must impede 
their celebration and our participation 
in them.

During the Paschal Triduum, 
even time itself is re-ordered. The days 
are counted according to the ancient 
Biblical practice. Each day begins at 
sunset and concludes at sunset. Thus, 
the days of the Paschal Triduum are 
thus: Good Friday—beginning with 
sunset on Thursday evening, Holy Sat-
urday, beginning at sunset on Good 
Friday, and Easter, beginning at sun-
set on Saturday night and ending at 
Sunset on Easter day. 

ticular to each day. It is through these 
“ritual” actions that we are invited to 
enter into and unlock the “mystery” of 
these days.

DAY 1—The Day of Our Lord’s Passion

begins at sunset on Thursday, April 5th 
at the evening Mass of the Lord’s sup-
per.

As the sun sets, the Lenten 
Season ends and we enter into the 
days of the Paschal Triduum. Now the 
Church gathers around the Eucharistic 
Table to begin its annual meditation 
on the Suffering and Death of Her 
Lord. The first celebration at this time 
is the Mass of the Lord’s Supper
and the primary ritual action calling 
us into the mystery is the Rite of Wash-
ing of the Feet. 

The Mandatum, as it is called, 
is a “once a year” event, done only on 
this night. We recall that, as Jesus was 
seated at table with His Disciples, he 
took a towel, a basin and bowl and 
washed their feet. In this act of total 
subjugation—for only slaves were to 
wash the feet of invited guests—Jesus 
enters into his Passion. He becomes a 
slave for us, subject to death, so that 
we may experience the freedom of the 
Sons and Daughters of God. The 
Church Fathers saw in this rite a refer-
ence to both Baptism and Penance, 
inasmuch as each Sacrament is capa-
ble of washing away sin and making 
us worthy to sit at the table of the 
Lord. 

Following the Eucharistic Lit-
urgy, the Blessed Sacrament is borne 
out of the church to a place of Reposi-
tion. This is reminiscent of our Lord 
going to Gethsemane. Here the Faith-
ful are asked to “Watch and Pray” 
during the night and to spend time 
with our Eucharistic Lord.

As morning breaks, the 
church gathers for Tenebrae—the litur-
gical celebration of the Office of Read-
ings and Morning Prayer as we con-
tinue our vigil with the Lord during 
this day of His Passion. 

The Faithful are asked to re-
frain from “normal” activities on this 
day and spend time in meditation and

prayer as they accompany our Lord 
during His sorrowful Passion. The hours 
from noon until three in the afternoon 
are especially significant, since the Gos-
pels bear witness that Jesus hung on 
the cross during this time.

In the late afternoon, the 
Church gathers again to commemo-
rate the Passion of the Lord. This 
Liturgical Celebration is again a “once-
a-year event.” The celebration of the 
Eucharist (Mass) is forbidden after the 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper. The Com-
munion that is shared at this service 
has been consecrated at that time. 

During the Celebration of the 
Passion of the Lord, the primary ritual 
action calling us into the mystery is the 
Veneration of the Cross. In the revisions 
of the Liturgies of Holy Week begin-
ning in the 1950’s and continuing 
through the Vatican Council, the an-
cient form of venerating the Cross, as 
opposed to the crucifix, has been re-
stored. The rite originated in ancient 
Jerusalem, where the relic of the True 
Cross was displayed for veneration. As 
this rite spread through the church, a 
plain cross was used for veneration in 
churches that did not possess a relic of 
the true cross. It is only in the Middle 
Ages that a crucifix, with the corpus of 
Christ, was put into use. The Vatican 
Council sought to restore the former 
rite and has encouraged the use of a 
single plain cross, of fitting dignity, for 
the veneration of the faithful.

Following the celebration of 
the Passion of the Lord, the Taberna-
cle is left empty and the Church is be-
reft of Her Sacraments as she mourns 
the death of the Lord. In the evening, 
the church may gather again for ven-
eration of Christ in the tomb, as we 
commemorate his Holy Burial. With 
Sunset, the Paschal Sabbath begins.

DAY 2—The Paschal Sabbath 

is a day of rest for the Church. She sits 
beside the tomb of the Lord. The Sac-
raments are not celebrated. The 
Eucharist is forbidden, except as viati-
cum to the dying. Marriage on this day 
is forbidden. The Funeral Mass is for-
bidden. There is no liturgical action on 
this day whatsoever as the Church 

The Paschal Triduum
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Holy Week
Monday

9 a.m. Morning Mass

Rectory Chapel

Tuesday

9 a.m. Mass

Rectory Chapel

Wednesday

9 a.m. Mass

Rectory Chapel

Thursday

No Morning Mass

THE PASCHAL TRIDUUM

During the Triduum, the day is reckoned 
from sunset to sunset.. 

DAY 1—THE DAY OF OUR 
LORD’S PASSION

Sunset Thursday to Sunset Friday

7 p.m. Evening Mass of the 
Lord’s Supper

8:30—10:30  p.m. Reposition 

of the Blessed Sacrament “in 
Gethsemane

3 p.m. Celebration of the 
Passion

DAY 2—the PASCHAL 

SABBATH
Sunset Friday to Sunset Saturday

no services

DAY 3—the DAY OF OUR 
LORD’S

RESURRECTION
Sunset Saturday to Sunset Sunday

8:00 p.m. The Solemn Easter 
Vigil

The Liturgy of Light

The Liturgy of the Word

The Liturgy of Baptism

The Liturgy of the Eucharist

Easter foods will be blessed 
at the Easter Vigil and all 
Masses of Easter Morning.

8:30 a.m. Easter Mass SP

11:00 a.m. Easter Mass SM

mourns the death of her Lord and awaits His 
Glorious Resurrection.

On the morning of this Paschal Sab-
bath, the Church may gather once again for 
Tenebrae and tend to the proximate prepa-
ration of the elect for Baptism. All other cere-
monies are to be deferred until after sunset. 
The Church continues the Paschal Fast until 
sunset.

At Sunset, the Church gathers again 
to enter into the third day of the Paschal 
Triduum.

Day 3—The Day of Our Lord’s Resurrection

At  sunset, the Church gathers again 
to throw off the shackles of mourning and be 
invigorated with the light of Christ’s Resurrec-
tion. The Great and Solemn Easter Vigil 
begins once the sun has set. Through this 
vigil we enter into the great Paschal Mystery 
of Christ’s dying and rising again. 

The Easter Vigil has four movements. 
The first of these is the Liturgy of Light.  

The Church begins the liturgy in the 
darkness of the night where she kindles a 
large fire. Once blessed, this fire bears the 
fearsome likeness of the Risen One coming 
forth from the darkness of the tomb. The 
blessed fire is used to light the Paschal Can-
dle—a large decorated candle that will grace 
the Sanctuary for the entire Easter Season.

The Liturgy of the Light concludes with the 
singing of the Exsultet—a hymn of Easter 
praise wherein we thank God for THIS NIGHT 
above all others—the night that witnesses 
Christ Rising from the Dead.

The second movement is the Liturgy 
of the Word.

During the Liturgy of the Word, the 
entire History of Salvation is laid forth for us, 
from the first moments of Creation until the 
discovery of the empty tomb on Easter. Here 
we hear the story of our salvation as told 
through history and prophecies and seers and 
sages throughout the ages, culminating in the 
words of an angel: He is Risen, He is not here! 

The homily develops the themes presented in 
the Readings as applies them to this celebra-
tion of this community of faith.

This segues us into the Third Move-
ment and the Highpoint of our Entire Paschal 
Triduum—the Liturgy of INITIATION.

It is here that the mystery of Easter 
shines forth—as the elect are led to the waters 
of Baptism to be reborn in Christ and become

partakers in the New Creation brought 
about by Christ’s dying and rising again. 

Water is brought forth and consecrated for 
the sacred Baptismal Rite. The elect as 
asked to profess their faith in Christ and in 
his Church. They are led to the waters of 
Baptism and immersed into the death and 
resurrection of Christ. They arise from the 
waters as living, breathing members of the 
Body of Christ, the Church– reborn in the 
waters of Baptism. They are clothed in new 
garments. They are anointed with the fra-
grant oil of the Holy Spirit in Confirmation 
and they are given a  share in the light of 
Christ that shines forth from the Paschal 
Candle. 

Following the Baptismal rite, all 
the faithful are invited to share in the re-
newal of their Baptismal Commitment, to 
reject sin and profess their faith in Christ 
Jesus. All are then sprinkled with the Bap-
tismal Waters as a reminder that they too 
share in the life Christ won for us by his 
Cross and Resurrection. 

Finally, the Church is renewed in 
Her Sacraments as we enter into the fourth 
and final movement of this Celebration—
the Liturgy of the Eucharist. The Neo-
phytes—as the newly Baptized are now 
called– share for the first time in the Eu-
charistic Banquet as Jesus returns to His 
Church in the Sacramental Sign of Bread 
and Wine. The Risen Christ nourishes us 
and feeds us on His Very Body and Blood 
and so incorporates us into the fullness of 
the Easter Mystery. For whenever we eat 
this Bread and Drink this Cup, we proclaim 
the death of the Lord until He comes 
again.

At this time, too, the rites of the 
Church return in all their splendor. Mar-
riages may be celebrated, Funerals ob-
served laden with Easter joy and faith in 
the Resurrection, and even the Easter Feast 
is blessed as Baskets of food are presented 
by the faithful to be taken home and 
shared. 

Easter Day is observed with great 
joy and solemnity and ends as the sun sets 
with Easter Vespers. The Paschal Triduum 
comes to an end and we enter into the 
great FIFTY DAYS of the Easter Season, 
when our Focus is on Christ Glorified and 
His Action in and through His Church.
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McAndrew McHale
Miller Nocera
Parraga Passarelli
Paterno Potter
Ranieri Randall
Reddon Salansky
Schulte Sidorski
Smith Soden
Sparks Stone
Tabaka Upright
Wallace                Wojcik
Yonke

10:00 –10:30 p.m.
Castronova Cominsky
DeBella Dooley
Figured Finagan
Glodek Hadnagy
Hartman Hauser
Jeannette Johnson
Kapscandi K. Kempa
J. Kempa C. Lake
R.& M. Lake Lambert
Lee              Lingobardo
Lipschutz LoSapio
McNamee Nelson
Osterhout Paterno
Reavey                                 Stewart
Supancik      Tomczykowski-

Crispino Decker
Devoe Devries
Fletcher Franceski
Garrison Gleason
Henry Koscelnak
Krall Kwader
Lahoda Leahy
Lesinski Manzer
Mazzocchi McNamara
Menapace          Merritt
M. Panasevitch            R. Panasevitch         
Papp                      Parkinson
H. Petroski            M. Petroski                   
Plonsky Pulice
Sanfillipo Schroeder
Sezer                           Shupenes
Swistro    Tully                    
J. Whitehead Zimowski  

9:30—10:00 p.m.
Box Brubaker
Czachor David
Dooley Fallon
D. Frye Genneken
Gilleran Gurske
Hanson Hobart
Hubel Iannone
Janicelli Kravetsky
G. Leet Leonard
Mann             Marcikonis

All Parish families are asked to 
make themselves present for at 
least 1/2 hour Adoration on Holy 
Thursday. Please use the following 
schedule as a guide. If you cannot 
make your time appointed, please 
try to come at another time.

8:30—9:00 p.m.

Baker Bennici
Bewley Button
Davis Flor
J. Frye Gauthier
Gleason Goodger
Gravatt                Griemsmann
Jumper                    J. Klein
R. Klein  Kruger
B. Leet Levai
Liepinis Luniewski
Maloney Marco     
Mc Arthur      James Monteforte      
Nelson Rapella  
Rockwell Stelmach 
Stephens Vivona
Whitehead Zeck

9:00 –9:30 p.m.
Ambagais Banko
Bartkus Canfield
Corrigan Curley

Schedule for Eucharistic Adoration on Holy Thursday

If your name has been inadvertently omitted from this list, please do not feel that you were deliberately excluded. It was simply a mis-
take. Feel free to come when you can to spend some time with our Sorrowful Lord in the Blessed Sacrament.

38. The greatest mysteries of the redemption are cele-
brated yearly by the Church beginning with the evening 
Mass of the Lord's Supper on Holy Thursday until Ves-
pers of Easter Sunday. This time is called "the triduum 
of the crucified, buried and risen"42; it is also called the 
"Easter Triduum" because during it is celebrated the Pas-
chal Mystery, that is, the passing of the Lord from this 
world to his Father. The Church by the celebration of 
this mystery, through liturgical signs and sacramentals, is 
united to Christ her Spouse in intimate communion. 

39. The Easter fast is sacred on the first two days of 
the Triduum, during which, according to ancient 
tradition, the Church fasts "because the Spouse has 
been taken away."43 Good Friday is a day of fasting 
and abstinence; it is also recommended that Holy 
Saturday be so observed, in order that the Church 
with uplifted and welcoming heart be ready to cele-
brate the joys of the Sunday of the resurrection.44

from Paschales Solemnitatis (The Preparation and Cele-
bration of the Easter Feasts)
by Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the 
Sacraments  Issued January 16, 1988.

THE PASCHAL FAST

In recent times, there has been much confusion 
about the Paschal Fast. Most Catholics know that we Fast 
and Abstain from meat on Good Friday. The Paschal Fast, 
however, encompasses both Good Friday and Holy Saturday.

The confusion arises from centuries of abuse—when the 
Easter Vigil was celebrated on Saturday Morning and “Lent” 
ended at noon. With the restoration of the Easter Vigil at its 
proper time, (ie in the night between Saturday and Sunday), 
the Church has instructed us that “Festive customs and 
traditions associated with this day on account of the 
former practice of anticipating the celebration of Easter 
on Holy Saturday should be reserved for Easter night 
and the day that follows.” (Paschales Solemnitatis #76) 

Couple this injunction with paragraph #39 (which appears to 
the right of this article), and you come to understand the 
nature of Holy Saturday. It is a day of prayer and fasting in 
anticipation of Easter. The Church recommends that we fast 
and abstain on the first two days of the Triduum—that is, 
from the Mass of the Lord’s Supper until the Easter Vigil. 
Only after the Easter Vigil does the Church sanction the full 
celebration of Easter with all the accompanying festivity. 
Therefore, Good Friday and Holy Saturday are to be 
counted as days of Fast and Abstinence as we prepare for the 
celebration of the great feast of Easter.
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Briechle & Gelso, LLC
Attorneys at Law

Serving NEPA with 2 offices

Offering Legal Services in

Personal Injury Worker’s Compensation
PA State Court Litigation   Criminal Defense
Federal Court Litigation    Construction Law
Contract Disputes                Estates & Wills
Real Estate              Social Security Disability
Corporate Matters

Michael Briechle, Esq.

Olde Church Emporium
Rt. 92 S.  Jackson
Antiques bought and sold

Furniture  Home Décor   Miniatures  Candles 
Gifts   

God knows what you’ll find there!

Visit our Café and Bake Shoppe.
Café  Bake Shoppe  Tea Room   

Brunch– Lunch   Afternoon Tea  

Baking Bread, Pies and Savories to Order

Open all year Thursday—Sunday 10—5
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

Deborah McNamee, proprietor

or visit us online at

www.oldechurchemporium.com

Joe Frye
Jayne Frye

Owners/Operators

Susquehanna Monuments
for all your cemetery monument needs

R.R. 2 Box 58
Susquehanna, PA 
18847

Boot– A—Pest
Licensed Residential & Commercial

Pest Control Service

Mortgage Wood destroying Inspections

Ants—Mice– Spiders-Bees and Much more
Over 17 years experience

Jeff Owens              Phone 570-281-9410

28 Maple St.
P.O. Box 261
Montrose, PA 
18801
(570) 278-2430

120 S. Franklin St.
Wilkes-Barre, PA
18701

(570)826-1405

Phone: 570-853-3601
Fax:      570-853-3644

Francisco Martinez, Massage Therapist

Healing Touch Practitioner

Therapeutic Touch—Swedish Massage– Reflexology

House Calls     Gift Certificates Available

By Appointment: (570)815-5566

Thank You

to the person or 
persons who pro-
vided St. Martin’s 
church with a new 
set of Oreck Vac-
uums. An upright, 
a canister and a 
hand-held vacuum 
were found in the 
sacristy! 

I guess the old vacuum finally bit 
the dust!

The donation is greatly appreci-
ated.

CHOIR REHEARSAL:

All members of the parish choir are 
asked to be present for rehearsal 
on Fridays following Stations and 
Sundays after the 11 a.m. Mass ac-
cording to Sue’s schedule. With her 
mother’s on-going illness, she will 
try to be available as often as she 
can. 

Please Remember in Prayer

Jean Barton
Mel Darrow
Paul Furey

Anthony LaCalamita
Mary Lake
Jewel Lee

Maureen Maloney
 Helen Nied

Julia Padaletti
Catherine Pipcho

Lauren Richardson
Pat Stewart

Nancy Updyke
all our hospitalized 

and homebound parishioners

ST. MARTIN’S  CHURCH 

CLEANING TEAM

Week of March 17th

Frank Hadnagy—Dick Lake

Parish Checkbook this Week
Balance Forward 
(03/07/2008) 1,522.67

Income

Loose 184.00

Candles -0-

Offertory SM 1,078.00

Offertory SP 445.00

Children 1.00

Easter 15.00

Ascension -0-

Dues 33.00

Diocesan 19.00

Utilities 246.00

Initial Offering -0-

Ash Wednesday -0-

Easter Flowers 25.00

Social Service Collections 20.00

Bulletin Ads -0-

Other Income -0-

Total Income 

(03/10/08)
2,096.00

Balance Forward 1,522.67
+ Income this week + 2,096.00

Total Available Funds 3,618.67

Expenditures

Administration 259.57

Rectory 45.03

Liturgy 25.04

Religious Education 798.52

Plant Operation & 
Maintenance

238.51

Insurance -0-

Total Expenses 1,666.67

Funds Available 3,618.67

- expenses - 1,666.67

Balance 

(03/13/2008
1,952.00

National Collection Payments -0-

Transfer from Fundrais-
ing Account

-0-

Donation 30.00
R.E. Fundraising -0-

Diocesan School Subsidy 300.00
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Sunday assemblies in the absence of a priest

75. Rediscovering the significance of the Sunday cele-
bration for the life of Christians naturally leads to a 
consideration of the problem of those Christian com-
munities which lack priests and where, consequently, 
it is not possible to celebrate Mass on the Lord's Day. 
Here it should be stated that a wide variety of situa-
tions exists. The Synod recommended first that the 
faithful should go to one of the churches in their Dio-
cese where the presence of a priest is assured, even 
when this demands a certain sacrifice. (211) Wherever 
great distances make it practically impossible to take 
part in the Sunday Eucharist, it is still important for 
Christian communities to gather together to praise the 
Lord and to commemorate the Day set apart for him. 
This needs, however, to be accompanied by an ade-
quate instruction about the difference between Mass 
and Sunday assemblies in the absence of a priest. The 
Church's pastoral care must be expressed in the latter 
case by ensuring that the liturgy of the word – led by a 
deacon or a community leader to whom this ministry 
has been duly entrusted by competent authority – is 
carried out according to a specific ritual prepared and 
approved for this purpose by the Bishops' Confer-
ences. (212) I reiterate that only Ordinaries may grant 
the faculty of distributing holy communion in such 
liturgies, taking account of the need for a certain se-
lectiveness. Furthermore, care should be taken that 
these assemblies do not create confusion about the 
central role of the priest and the sacraments in the life 
of the Church. The importance of the role given to 
the laity, who should rightly be thanked for their gen-
erosity in the service of their communities, must 
never obscure the indispensable ministry of priests for 
the life of the Church. (213) Hence care must be 
taken to ensure that such assemblies in the absence of 
a priest do not encourage ecclesiological visions in-
compatible with the truth of the Gospel and the 
Church's tradition. Rather, they should be privileged 
moments of prayer for God to send holy priests after 
his own heart. It is touching, in this regard, to read 
the words of Pope John Paul II in his Letter to Priests 
for Holy Thursday 1979 about those places where the 
faithful, deprived of a priest by a dictatorial regime, 

would meet in a church or shrine, place on the altar 
a stole which they still kept and recite the prayers of 
the Eucharistic liturgy, halting in silence "at the mo-
ment that corresponds to the transubstantiation," as 
a sign of how "ardently they desire to hear the 
words that only the lips of a priest can efficaciously 
utter." (214) With this in mind, and considering the 
incomparable good which comes from the celebra-
tion of the Eucharist, I ask all priests to visit will-
ingly and as often as possible the communities en-
trusted to their pastoral care, lest they remain too 
long without the sacrament of love.

A Eucharistic form of Christian life, member-
ship in the Church

76. The importance of Sunday as the Dies Ecclesiae 
brings us back to the intrinsic relationship between 
Jesus' victory over evil and death, and our member-
ship in his ecclesial body. On the Lord's Day, each 
Christian rediscovers the communal dimension of 
his life as one who has been redeemed. Taking part 
in the liturgy and receiving the Body and Blood of 
Christ intensifies and deepens our belonging to the 
one who died for us (cf. 1 Cor. 6:19ff; 7:23). Truly, 
whoever eats of Christ lives for him. The Eucharis-
tic mystery helps us to understand the profound 
meaning of the communio sanctorum. Communion al-
ways and inseparably has both a vertical and a hori-
zontal sense: it is communion with God and com-
munion with our brothers and sisters. Both dimen-
sions mysteriously converge in the gift of the 
Eucharist. "Wherever communion with God, which 
is communion with the Father, with the Son and 
with the Holy Spirit, is destroyed, the root and 
source of our communion with one another is de-
stroyed. And wherever we do not live communion 
among ourselves, communion with the Triune God 
is not alive and true either."(215) Called to be mem-
bers of Christ and thus members of one another (cf.
1 Cor 12:27), we are a reality grounded ontologically 
in Baptism and nourished by the Eucharist, a reality 
that demands visible expression in the life of our 
communities.

Sacramentum Caritatis
The Apostolic Exhortation of Pope Benedict XVI
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Which Three Days Are The  Three Days?

          There’s a lot of talk in church now about “the Three 
Days,” or in Latin, the “Triduum.” These are our most holy 
of days. They make up our most important single cele-
bration of the year: Easter. But exactly which three days 
make up the Triduum?

At first this sounds like a stupid question such as, 
“What color was Napoleon’s white horse?” or “Who’s bur-
ied in Grant’s tomb?” Actually, it’s a trick question. Most 
would say that the Three Days are Holy Thursday, Good 
Friday and Holy Saturday. And that’s wrong! (How could 
Easter Sunday not be one of the Three Days?!)

The three days of the Triduum are counted using 
the Jewish way of keeping time: from sunset to sunset. So 
the first day of the Triduum is from sunset on Holy Thurs-
day until sunset on Good Friday. The second day is from 
sunset on Good Friday until sunset on Holy Saturday. The 
third day is from sunset Holy Saturday (the great Easter 
Vigil) to sunset Easter Sunday (Paschal Vespers).

Does this make any difference—or is it only good 
Catholic trivia? Here’s the differ-ence that it makes. We 
tend to think of the Three Days as commemorating sepa-
rate, distinct events: On Holy Thursday we remember the 
Last Supper, on Good Friday we recall the passion and on 
Holy Saturday the resurrection. But in our liturgy, the 
church thinks about the Last Supper not as the last thing 
that happened on Holy Thursday, but as the first thing to 
happen on Good Friday. What new insights into the 
Eucharist do you have when you think of it as the first act 
of Christ’s passion? What new understanding of Sab-
bath—the day of rest—do you have when you reflect on 
the fact that Jesus slept in death from sunset Friday and 
all through the Jewish Sabbath, Saturday? And how 
might we spend our Saturday nights if we understood 
them to truly be the beginning of Sunday—not just dur-
ing the Triduum, but year round? What does it mean 
when the deacon or cantor sings at the Vigil that because 
of the resurrection, this night is brighter than any day?

These Three Days are a single moment. We walk 
(or crawl) into this moment on Thursday night and walk 
(or dance) out on Easter day. In between, there’s a flood 
of stories and songs, rites and rest, fasting and feasting. 
The Three Days are time out of time, the center of our 
year and of our life.

Copyright © 2001 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, 1800 North 
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Philippart and Gabe Huck. Art by Luba Lukova. All rights reserved. Used with permission.

THE PASCHAL FAST
Let the paschal fast be kept sacred. Let it be ob-
served everywhere on Good Friday and pro-
longed through Holy Saturday, as a way of com-
ing to the joys of the Sunday of the Resurrection 
with uplifted and welcoming heart.
(Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy #110)

     What is the paschal fast? What makes it differ-
ent from any other fast? What does it mean to keep 
such a fast “sacred”? What sort of fasting is called 
for? What kind of fasting over two days is capable of 
creating an “uplifted and welcoming heart”? Why do 
so many think of Good Friday as a day of fasting and 
abstinence, exactly like Ash Wednesday?

Perhaps for many of us the answer is the 
culture, the times. We do not imagine deeds that 
need the kind of preparation that the Three Days 
require if we are to enter into them deeply and re-
ceive from them fully. It may occur to us to skip 
some meals as a penitential or intercessory gesture, 
but we don’t intuitively feel that one cannot rise from 
the table after a grand meal and go to the Easter 
Vigil. We have not yet come, as a church, to such 
excitement and awe for what takes place in the dark-
ness between Saturday and Sunday that we have no 
appetite anyway. Yet, if we believe the Constitution 
on the Sacred Liturgy, it works the other way 
around. That is, it is the fasting itself that will bring 
us to the Vigil with a heart and mind that can know 
awe and excitement.

The fasting of Lent is penitential, an act of 
repenting of our sin. It begins on Ash Wednesday 
and it ends during the afternoon of Holy Thursday. 
There is a turning as we enter the Triduum on Thurs-
day, when we let ourselves focus fully on what 
means to be at the Vigil. With that, the fasting of 
Friday and Saturday is not penitential, but anticipa-
tory. It is a fasting that comes from the same part of 
us that has us fast before momentous events in our 
lives. Few are hungry on the morning of their wed-
ding day. This is that sort of fast.

Such fasting is not only from food. Even 
more important may be the fasting from our normal 
work, the fasting from seeking ways to be enter-
tained, the fasting from chatter, the stilling of our 
cultural hunger for diversion. Catholics are called to 
live these days unlike any other of the year — and 
this is so whatever economic condition we are in, 
whatever our work, whatever our family situation, 
whatever our educational background. It is a great 
leveler, like the Eucharist itself, this paschal fast.

Copyright © 2002 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, 1800 North 
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The The The 
Parish Parish Parish 

Community Community Community 
of of of 

St. Martin of Tours St. Martin of Tours St. Martin of Tours 
and and and 

St. Paul St. Paul St. Paul 
the Apostlethe Apostlethe Apostle

 R. R. 1 Box 396
Jackson, PA

 Phone: (570) 756-2541

 Fax: (570) 756-2105

 E-Mail:

parish@martinoftours.com

We’re on the Web!
See us at:

www.martinoftours.com

Parish Mission 
Statement

   
  We, the Roman Catholic Par-
ish of St. Martin of Tours and 
St. Paul the Apostle, in the 
Diocese of Scranton, are a faith 
community of rich, diverse 
talents and cultures.

       We are called to encour-
age all to share God’s gifts, in 
partnership with Him, for the 
good of the Body of Christ. 

       We are a worshipping, 
Eucharistic Community, united 
with the Holy Father, our 
Bishop and our Pastor, to make 
Christ present in our world, 
through the Mass, and united in 
Him, to proclaim the Word of 
God in works of hospitality, 

This Week in our Parish

Monday Morning Mass - 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel

Tuesday Morning Mass - 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel

Wednesday Morning Mass - 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel

Thursday No Morning Mass
Rectory office closed

Day 1
Sunset Thursday—

Sunset Friday

The Paschal Fast is 
observed

7 p.m.  Mass of the Lord’s Supper   SM
8:30—11:00 p.m.  Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament
10:45 p.m. Night Prayer
(Friday)

Noon—Church is open for private prayer 
3 p.m. Celebration of the Passion of the Lord 

Day 2
Sunset Friday—
Sunset Saturday

The Paschal Fast is 

THE PASCHAL SABBATH

Day 3
Sunset Saturday—

Sunset Sunday

(Saturday)

8 p.m.  Solemn Easter Vigil      SM

(Sunday)

8:30 a.m.   Easter Mass   SP

11:00 a.m. Easter Mass SM

The Paschal Triduum

Mass Intentions for Holy Week and the Paschal Triduum
Feast Intention Offered by

Monday �0�R�Q�G�D�\���R�I���+�R�O�\��Gert Leahy Road Runners

Tuesday�7�X�H�V�G�D�\���R�I���+�R�O�\��William Klein Klein Family

Wednesday �:�H�G�Q�H�V�G�D�\���R�I���+�R�O�\��Dorothy Kehler John & Sandy Kehler

Thursday�7�K�X�U�V�G�D�\���R�I���+�R�O�\�� No Morning Mass 

The Paschal Triduum

Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Thursday evening 7 p.m. SM

Living & Deceased

Pastors 
Parish

The Passion of the Lord
Friday Afternoon 3 p.m. SM

No Intention

Easter Intentions Parish

EASTER 8:30 a.m.
St. Paul’s Easter Intentions Parish

Easter
11:00 a.m.
St. Martin’s Easter Intentions Parish

The Solemn Easter Vigil
Saturday Night 8 p.m. SM

Pastor
Rev. Kenneth M. Seegar

Business Manager
Mark Lipschutz

 Sacristans
Matthew Menapace

Betsy Supancik
Mary Lake
Diane Frye

Pearena Hubel

Liturgical Scheduling
Betsy Supancik

Parish Liturgical Musicians
Sue Lee

Christine Plonski Sezer
Alice Gilleran

Connie Panasevich
\

Parish Pastoral Council
Michael Briechle
Mark Fallon
Denise Finnegan
Diane Frye     
Charlene Kempa
Robert Klein
Alfie Lambert
Connie Panasevich

Parish Finance Council
Sharon Panasevich, Chair
Michael Briechle
Rita Reavey

Religious Ed Program
Gina Baker
Charlene Kempa
Alfie Lambert
Anthony Maloney
Maureen Maloney
Diane Monteforte
Ruth Zeck
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