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And Jesus Wept

    In 2005 when my wife and son visited France, they left the beaten tourist track to 
explore the Paris catacombs. In 1786 Monsieur Thiroux de Crosne, Lt. General of the 
Police, and Monsieur Guillaumot, Inspector General of the Quarries, converted some Ro-

man limestone quarries into a subterranean cemetery. In nearly 200 
miles of dark and dank tunnels Parisians meticulously stacked the skeletal 
remains of five million people from floor to ceiling in various symmetrical 
patterns. Graffiti line the narrow passages and low ceilings, commenting 
on the certainty of death and the uncertainty of life: "Crazy that you are, 

why do you promise yourself to live a long time, you who cannot count on a single 
day?"

           In an ancient Semitic version of the Paris catacombs, the prophet Ezekiel 
envisioned the nation of Israel as a wasteland of bones scattered across a desert 

valley (Ezekiel 37). Lifeless, windswept, and eerie, the "great many bones that were 
very dry" symbolized Israel's exile to pagan Babylon: "Son of man, these bones are the 

whole house of Israel. They say, 'Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are 
cut off'" (37:11). In short, Israel felt hopeless.

           Helpless and hopeless is exactly how Mary and Martha felt when their brother Laza-
rus died (John 11). And a nagging question added insult to their injury. The sisters, their 
family, and their neighbors were so flummoxed by the question that John repeats it three 
times in his story. It's the sort of question an ancient Hebrew who had been exiled to Baby-
lon would have asked the priest and prophet Ezekiel: "Can these lifeless bones live again?" 
It's a question that we all ask even today.

           Couldn't God have prevented this tragedy in the first place?

           Couldn't God have saved Israel from Babylon? Or healed Lazarus of his sickness 
like he healed so many other people?

           When her brother Lazarus took sick, Mary asked Jesus for help. But Jesus purposely 
delayed intervening, so by the time they finally arrived back home in Bethany, Lazarus had 
been dead and buried for at least four days. "Lord," Martha cried, "if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died" (John 11:21). Mary her sister said the exact same thing: 
"Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died" (John 11:32). Amidst all the 
grief and tears, the neighbors mumbled their own aside: "Could not he who opened the 
eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?" (John 11:37). Could he not have 
prevented all this horrible pain and heartache?

           Jesus didn't answer their question. Instead, in the shortest verse in the entire Bible, 
He revealed one of the most important characteristics we can ever learn about the heart of 
God: "Jesus wept" (John 11:35). When Jesus experienced the sisters Mary and Martha 
weeping for their dead brother Lazarus, and their distraught neighbors, John writes that he 
was "deeply moved in spirit and troubled" (John 11:33). The God whom Christians worship 
is not a remote and aloof "sky god" somewhere way out there. No, He's a tender God who 
is deeply moved, even grieved, by anything and everything that threatens our human well-
being.

           This compassionate and empathetic nature of God is the reason why the Scrip-
tures encourage us to bring to Him every anguish, confusion, anger, perplexity, and anxi-
ety. When my friend Luke lost a second child in a car accident, I remember at the 

            continued on Page 2
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Prayers Before Mass
   When we enter the church, we come into the 
Presence of the Living God. Take the time be-
fore Mass to place yourself in His Presence and to 
ask for His Mercy for your sins and those of the 
whole world, that the Sacrifice of the Mass may 
not be offered in vain.

Most Holy Trinity, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
I adore You profoundly
and I offer you the most Sacred
Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity
of our Lord Jesus Christ,
present in all the Tabernacles of the 
world
in reparation for the 
sacrileges, outrages and indifference
to which He is everywhere subjected.
Through the infinite merits of His Most 
Sacred Heart and the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, I ask the conversion of 
poor sinners.

My God, I believe I adore, I trust and I 
love You.
I beg pardon for those who do not be-
lieve, do not adore, do not trust and do 
not love You.

Chaplet of Divine Mercy

On Rosary Beads pray:
Our Father…..

Hail Mary …..

I believe in One God….

On the large beads say:
Eternal Father,
I offer You the Body and Blood
Soul and Divinity
of Your Dearly Beloved Son,
Our Lord Jesus Christ 
in atonement for our sins
and those of the whole world.

On the small beads say:

For the sake of His sorrowful Passion
have mercy on us and on the whole 
world.

At the conclusion say three times

Holy God
Holy Mighty One
Holy Immortal One
Have mercy on us and on the whole 
world.

For the Faithful Departed:

Eternal Rest Grant Them O Lord
And let perpetual light shine upon 
them. May they rest in peace.

May their souls and all the souls of the 
Faithful departed , through the mercy 
of God rest in peace. Amen.

I remember at the memorial service how he resonated with the Hebrew Scrip-
tures where the saints threw dust in the air and cried out in pain. Stoicism is 
not a Christian virtue. Like Mary, Martha, and their neighbors, the Psalmist for 
this week demonstrates this sort of visceral scream to God (Psalm 130:1–2):

Out of the depths I cry 
to you, O Lord;
O Lord, hear my voice.
Let your ears be atten-
tive
to my cry for mercy.

We can pray to God like this because we know that He weeps when we 
weep. We place our hope in Him because, as the Psalmist continues, He is a 
God of "unfailing love" and "full redemption" (Psalm 130:7).

God doesn't only empathize with our many pains and sorrows. He also 
acts. Jesus wept with Mary and Martha, and then he raised Lazarus from the 
dead (his last miracle before his own death and resurrection). Of course, hu-
man experience tells us that God doesn't act exactly when, where, and how we 
think He should act. So we must wait in hope. The Psalmist cries out to God 
with full confidence in His compassionate love, but even so, his poem repeats 
five times, perhaps talking to himself, that he must "wait" like a sentinel on the 
night shift who waits for the sun to rise (Psalm 130:5–6).

           Part of Christian maturity involves learning to wait. We ought to be 
confident not so much about our chances for a rosy outcome, or about exactly 
where, when and how God will act, but confident that He will act. We wait in 
hope even while we "cry out of the depths" to God. The alternative is to lose 
hope and to spiral into despair, which was the chronic temptation for Ezekiel 
and the exiles: "Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off" 
(Ezekiel 37:11). However tempting, however human, however understandable, 
hopeless despair is not a Christian place to live.

            Winter will not last forever; spring will come. Lenten darkness, repen-
tance and sorrow have their rightful place with us, but Easter resurrection is 
our destiny. However painful our current circumstances, and however agoniz-
ing our honest questions—about job loss, wayward children, financial disaster, 
chronic sickness—ultimately things will get worse, for nothing can compare to 
the horrible specter of death that awaits us all. But Christian faith believes that 
God in Christ will conquer and transform even that ultimate enemy death. For 
the time being, we confidently "cast every anxiety upon him, because he cares 
for us" (1 Peter 5:7).

For further reflection :

�?��Meditate: "For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympa-
thize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in 
every way, just as we are—yet without sin. Let us then approach the 
throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and 
grace to help us in our time of need" (Hebrews 4:15–16).

�?��Consider that Jesus “destroyed death and brought life and immortality 
to light through the gospel ” (2 Timothy 1:10).

And Jesus Wept -        Continued from page 1
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Current Events Liturgical Ministers

Schedule

ST. MARTIN’S  CHURCH 

CLEANING TEAM

March 10th

Eileen Hartman

Ruth, Christine & Michaela Zeck

Please Remember in 
Prayer

Jean Barton
Mel Darrow
Paul Furey

Anthony LaCalamita
Jewel Lee

Maureen Maloney
 Helen Nied

Julia Padaletti
Catherine Pipcho

Lauren Richardson
Pat Stewart

all our hospitalized 
and homebound parishioners

Holy Hour with Our Lord 

in the Blessed Sacrament
Every Thursday at 7 p.m. in St. Martin’s

Ingratitude in return for so many 
graces is My Heart’s constant food. 
Their love is lukewarm, and My Heart 
cannot bear it; these souls force Me to 
reject them.

Others distrust My goodness and have 
no desire to experience that sweet inti-
macy within their own hearts, but go 
off in search of Me, off in the distance, 
and do not find Me. This distrust of My 
goodness hurts Me very much!

If My Death has not convinced you of 
My Love, what will?                                    

(Diary of St. Faustina #580)

Saturday, March 15, 2008
Vigil of  

Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion
4:00 p.m. St. Martin’s

Servers RJ & Olivia Klein

Lector John Klein 
Bob Klein

EMOC Mary Lake

Sunday, March 16, 2008
Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion

8:30 a.m. St. Paul’s 

Lectors Mark Fallon
Rachel Gilleran

EMOC Diane Frye

Servers Justin Lee,
Olivia Rockwell
Lauren Marco
Katherine Kempa 

Lectors Eileen Hartman
Barry Corrigan

EMOC Charlene Kempa
Katherine Kempa
Kim Marco

11:00 a.m. St. Martin’s 

Why a HOLY HOUR
before Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament?

PERHAPS MANY still ask that question. To it there is basically only one answer: Jesus 
Christ, the God-Man, is present....

He is present in that special Eucharistic manner of transubstantiation in which the 
very substance of the bread and wine are changed into the Body and Blood of Jesus 
Christ.

St. Thomas taught that the Eucharist is the greatest of miracles ever worked by 
Christ, to perpetuate his Passion and Sacrifice with us and to be specially present to each 
individual.

Christ is present there for us, to manifest his great love for us. St. Thomas says, "He 
cares for us and is there." If we care for him, we would also be there for a Holy Hour or 
some other form of Eucharistic adoration. Christ had asked this of St. Margaret Mary Ala-
coque as he had asked the apostles in the Garden of Olives: "Can you not watch one hour 
with me?"

Vatican II insists that the Christian life is incomplete if it is not Eucharistic. In the 
Decree on Priests (No. 5) the Council wrote: "Every ministry of the Church and every 
work of the apostolate are linked with the Holy Eucharist and are directed to it." Of 
course, this refers primarily to the Eucharistic sacrifice and the Council said so in the Dog-
matic Constitution on the Church (No. 11): "Taking part in the Eucharistic sacrifice, which 
is the apex and fount of the whole Christian life, the faithful offer the Divine Victim to God 
and offer themselves with it."

However, it is in the Eucharist that Christians will find unity in Christ: "In the Sacra-
ment of the Eucharistic Bread, the unity of all believers, who form one body in Christ (1 
Cor. 10,17) is both expressed and brought about." (Consti. on the Church No. 3)
To stress that this did not refer only to the Eucharistic Sacrifice and the reception of Holy 
Communion but also to Eucharistic adoration, Pope John XXIII, who called the Council, 
arranged for the canonization of Blessed Julian Eymard, the apostle of Eucharistic adora-
tion, for the solemnities of the closing of the first session of the Council, that he was to be 
an example and model of true Catholic renewal.

Family Easter 
Basket Raffle

“Something 
for every-

one!”

Weekend of March 
9th and March 
16th

Drawing: March 16th after Mass

Tickets $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00
St. Martin’s Vestibule

“How can I make a return to the Lord 
for His Goodness to me?”

The Psalmist raises a good question—
how can we make a return to God for all 
that He has given us? The answer as 
found in the Scriptures is to use our 
Time, our Talent and our Treasure to 
build up His Kingdom on earth. Con-
sider the “good things” that God has 
done for you as you contemplate your 
gift to the Parish this Easter. God is 
never outdone in generosity.
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Catering for all Occasions

ARMETTA’S

PIZZERIA & PUB

Exit 219 off Rt 81
Gibson, PA

(570) 465-5492

or visit our other location

Armetta’s Restaurant
329 Northern Blvd

Chinchilla, PA
(570) 586—5492

Chocolates by Irene
Specialty chocolates for all occasions

570-562-2007
All our chocolate is made to order to insure quality and freshness.

Order today for your special event!
Bridal or Baby Shower    Easter   Christmas     

Birthday Party   or any special occasion

Your Offering 

March 3, 2008

Loose  236.05

Candles 2.25

Offertory SM 1,355.00

Offertory SP 135.00

Children’s Offering 2.50

Easter 10.00

Ascension Thursday 0

Dues 231.00

Diocesan 

Assessment
12.00

Fuel 40.00

Initial Offering -0-

Ash Wednesday -0-

Your offering 2,048.80

National Collections

Social Services Collection 275.00

Rice Bowl 10.00

Total National Collec-
tions 295.00

Additional Account Deposits

Easter Memorials 50.00

Debt Reduction  5.00

Total Add. Accounts 55.00

Total Deposits 2,398.80

Easter Flowers 25.00

Holy Land 10.00

Carpet-Vinyl-Tile

The Carpet Catalog
Box 173, Jackson Ave.

Thompson, PA 18465

Sales and Installation

(570) 727-3350 

Hours: M-F 10a.m.—5 p.m., Sat. 9a.m.—1 p.m. 

Hadnagy’s Mountain Hideaway 

Guest House
Frank and JoAnn Hadnagy

P. O. Box 9  -Stack Rd.
Thompson, PA 18465

Phone: 570-727-3441  Fax: 570-727-2193

E-Mail: mthdwy@epix.net

Website: mountainhideaway.net

Called to Holiness and Mission:

Pastoral planning in the 

Diocese of Scranton

Core Committee
The following parishioners are on the 
Core Committee to do parish planning 
as part of the Called to Holiness and 
Mission: 

Robert Klein       Chair

Chris Lake Secretary

Rita Reavey

Christine Plonski Sezer

Fr. Ken

SURVEY SUNDAY
Thank You to all who took the time for 
the survey last weekend. Any parish-
ioner who was not present last week-
end or did not take the survey is 
asked to remain after Mass today to 
do so. Your input is important to this 
process. 

The Core Committee will be holding 
two Focus Meetings to discuss the 
findings of the survey and the parish 
self-study. The first of these meetings 
will take place on Wednesday, March 
12th at 7:00 p.m. in the parish hall. 
The focus of Wednesday night’s dis-
cussion will be: 

Vocation

Stewardship and Administration

Stewardship and Justice.

The second Focus Meeting will be held 
on Wednesday, March 26th at 7:00 
p.m. in the parish hall and will direct 
discussion on 

Eucharist:Prayer and Communion

Evangelization: Formation and Educa-
tion

On April 2nd, there will be a Parish 
Town Meeting to discuss the results of 
the survey and focus meetings and to 
prepare for the upcoming cluster 
meetings which will be held in April 
and May.  Our cluster group includes 
St. John’s in Susquehanna and St. 
Lawrence in Great Bend. 

All parishioners are asked to par-
ticipate in this process. 

Lisa Winners Beauty Salon

Susquehanna (570) 853-2727

New Milford (570) 465-5353

Full Hair Care and Nail Salons
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The Springtime of  Lent: 
Action and New Life 

The liturgical season of Lent coincides with spring, call-
ing to mind the new life and growth, the hope and 
change that should characterize this time of prayer, 
penance and conversion. This is the season of initiation 
into the grace-life of the Church. For 40 days, the 
Church invites us to start afresh.

…Just as Nature renews herself every 
spring, so during the Church’s spring we 
are encouraged to begin anew with the 
catechumens. We prepare for the re-
newal of our baptism, we suffer with 
Christ for our sins, we are buried with 
Him so that we may also arise with Him 
to a new life of grace and glory. (Therese 
Mueller, Our Children’s Year of Grace)

The word Lent is derived from an Anglo-Saxon word 
lengthen or lencten meaning "spring." We are "to 
spring" into action, to do the tasks of the season, to 
prepare for the new growth and graces that overflow 
from Easter. Spring is the most important season for a 
farmer, for it determines what crops he will plant. 
Once decided, he prepares the soil thoroughly and 
plants the seed carefully, hoping that the seed buried 
deep in the soil will produce an abundant crop.

On Palm Sunday, the very threshold of his death and 
Resurrection, Our Lord assured his followers that 
“unless the grain of wheat falls to the earth and dies, it 
remains just a grain of wheat. But if it dies, it produces 
much fruit. The man who loves his life loses it, while 
the man who hates his life in this world preserves it to 
life eternal. If anyone would serve me, let him follow 
me; where I am, there will my servant be.” (Jn 12: 24-
26) Let us renew our Baptism during this Lenten 
spring, joyfully dying to self in order to become that 
fruitful grain of wheat.

Activity Source: Original Text (JGM & MG) by Jennifer Gregory 
Miller and Margaret Gregory

Via Crucis, The way of the Cross
From the Vatican Directory on Popular Piety.

"131. Of all the pious exercises connected with the ven-
eration of the Cross, none is more popular among the 
faithful than the Via Crucis. Through this pious exercise, 
the faithful movingly follow the final earthly journey of 
Christ: from the Mount of Olives, where the Lord, "in a 
small estate called Gethsemane" ( Mk 14, 32 ), was 
taken by anguish (cf. Lk 22, 44 ), to Calvary where he 
was crucified between two thieves (cf. Lk 23, 33 ), to the 
garden where he was placed in freshly hewn tomb ( John 
19, 40-42 ).

The love of the Christian faithful for this devotion is am-
ply attested by the numerous Via Crucis erected in so 
many churches, shrines, cloisters, in the countryside, 
and on mountain pathways where the various stations 
are very evocative.

132. The Via Crucis is a synthesis of various devotions 
that have arisen since the high middle ages: the pil-
grimage to the Holy Land during which the faithful de-
voutly visit the places associated with the Lord's Pas-
sion; devotion to the three falls of Christ under the 
weight of the Cross; devotion to "the dolorous journey 
of Christ" which consisted in processing from one church 
to another in memory of Christ's Passion; devotion to 
the stations of Christ, those places where Christ stopped 
on his journey to Calvary because obliged to do so by 
his executioners or exhausted by fatigue, or because 
moved by compassion to dialogue with those who were 
present at his Passion.

In its present form, the Via Crucis, widely promoted by 
St. Leonardo da Porto Maurizio (+1751), was approved 
by the Apostolic See and indulgenced(137), consists of 
fourteen stations since the middle of seventeenth cen-
tury.

133. The Via Crucis is a journey made in the Holy Spirit, 
that divine fire which burned in the heart of Jesus (cf. 
Lk 12, 49-50 ) and brought him to Calvary. This is a 
journey well esteemed by the Church since it has re-
tained a living memory of the words and gestures of the 
final earthly days of her Spouse and Lord.

In the Via Crucis, various strands of Christian piety coa-
lesce: the idea of life being a journey or pilgrimage; as 
a passage from earthly exile to our true home in 
Heaven; the deep desire to be conformed to the Passion 
of Christ; the demands of following Christ, which imply 
that his disciples must follow behind the Master, daily 
carrying their own crosses (cf Lk 9, 23 ).

The Way of the Cross is prayed 
each Friday during Lent at 7 p.m. in 
St. Martin’s Church. 

All Parish families are encouraged 
to take part in this admirable medi-
tation on the Sufferings of Our Lord.
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The Words of 
Prayer

Prayer words can float by 
so quickly. The opening prayer 
of today’s liturgy is a good ex-
ample. It asks that we might 
“be like Christ who loved the 
world and died for our salva-
tion.” The alternative opening 
prayer speaks of Christ’s suf-
fering on the cross. It asks God 
to “help us to embrace the 
world, that we may transform 
the darkness of its pain into the 
life and joy of Easter.”

When we said “Amen” to 
either of these prayers, we 
made them our own. We com-
mitted ourselves to what they 
say. But in the liturgy they rush 
by so quickly that it’s hard to 
remember what we are saying 
“amen” to. What are we pray-
ing about and for? The more 
time we take to think about the 
images, the more we will see in 
them, and the more of our lives 
we will bring to our liturgy.

Copyright © 2002 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy 
Training Publications, 1800 North Hermitage Ave-
nue, Chicago IL 60622-1101; 1-800-933-1800; 
www.ltp.org. Text by Brendan Matthews. Art by 
Steve Erspamer, sm. All rights reserved. Used with 
permission.

Fast from Wickedness

Leo, bishop of Rome from 440 to 461, 
wrote: “The sum total of our fasting 
does not consist in merely abstaining 
from food. In vain do we deny our 
body food if we do not withhold our 
heart from wickedness and restrain 
our lips so that they speak no evil. We 
must so moderate our rightful use of 
food that our other desires may be 
subject to the same rule. They there-
fore who desire to do good works, let 
them not fear that they shall be with-
out the means: since even for giving 
two pennies, the generosity of the 
poor widow of the gospel was glori-
fied!”

Fasting is a means by which 
we find the energy to “withhold our 
hearts from wickedness and restrain 
our lips so that they speak no evil.” 
Whether you refrain from eating alto-
gether or you simplify your meal, use 
some time at the table to write letters 
to your political representatives about 
issues of justice and peace: health 
care for the sick, children’s rights and 
education, dwellings for the homeless, 
the conservation of the earth’s re-
sources. Send copies of your letters to 
the local newspaper. Let your letters 
be the two pennies of the widow of the 
gospel.

Copyright © 2002 Archdiocese of Chicago: 
Liturgy Training Publications, 1800 North Hermitage 
Avenue, Chicago IL 60622-1101; 1-800-933-1800; 
www.ltp.org. Text by Gertrud Mueller Nelson. Art by 
Steve Erspamer, sm. All rights reserved. Used with per-
mission.

We, too, then, when we suf-
fer anything for Christ’s sake, should 
do so not only with courage, but even 
with joy. 

If we have to go hungry, let 
us be glad as if we were at a banquet. 

If we are insulted, lut us be 
elated as though we had been show-
ered with praises. 

If we lose all we possess, let 
us consider ourselves as gainers. 

If we provide for the poor, let 
us regard ourselves as the recipients. 

Anyone who does not give in 
this way will find it difficult to give at 
all. So when you wish to distribute 
alms, do not think only of what you 
are giving away; think rather of what 
you are gaining, for your gain will 
exceed your loss.

St. John Chrysostom

I say that we should visit 
Christ while there is opportunity, take 
care of him and feed him. We should 
clothe Christ and welcome Him. We 
should honor him, not only at our ta-
ble, like some; not only with oint-
ments, like Mary; not only with a sep-
ulcher, like Joseph of Arimathea; nor 
with the things which have to do with 
his burial, like Nicodemus, who loved 
Christ only by half; nor with gold, 
incense, and myrrh, like the Magi, 
who came before all those whom we 
have mentioned.

But, as the Lord desires 
mercy and not sacrifice, and as com-
passion is better than tens of thou-
sands of fat rams, let us offer him this 
mercy through the needy and those 
who are at present cast down to the 
ground.

         St. Gregory Nazianzus
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LENTEN SCHEDULE
Daily Mass

9 a.m.

Rectory Chapel

Thursdays during Lent

Holy Hour with our Eucharistic Lord

7 p.m. St. Martin’s Church

Fridays During Lent

Stations of the Cross

7 p.m. St. Martin’s Church

Deanery Penance Services

Sunday March 9, 2008          (5 Lent)
2 p.m. St. Lawrence 

Great Bend

Sunday, March 16, 2008       (Palm Sunday)
3 p.m. St. Martin

Jackson

Could you please tell us when Lent officially ends now? 
Is it after the Holy Saturday Vigil Mass?

Lent now ends on Holy Thursday. Those of us whose memo-
ries go back several decades will recall that Lent ended at noon on 
Holy Saturday until recent decades. This happened because the great 
liturgies of Holy Thursday and Holy Saturday were all twisted out of 
shape and were celebrated in the morning on those days. 

Before this, the long tradition of the Church was that the 
Sacred Triduum (literally, the Sacred Three Days) formed a separate 
holy time between Lent and the beginning of the Easter Season.

Now, of course, the Mass of the Lord’s Supper takes place in 
the evening of Holy Thursday and the Easter Vigil is back where it 
belongs—in the night between Saturday and Sunday. 

Thus, the “General Norms for the Liturgical Year and Calen-
dar” promulgated by Pope Paul VI in 1969, after defining the pur-
poses of Lent, state: “Lent lasts from Ash Wednesday to the Mass of 
the Lord’s Supper, inclusive” (no. 28). In other words, Lent ends as 
the Mass of the Lord’s Supper begins.

The Easter Triduum itself begins with the Evening Mass of 
the Lord’s Supper, reaches its high point in the Easter Vigil and closes 
with Evening Prayer on Easter Sunday. (no. 19) These norms are now 
included in the Roman Missal (Sacramentary).

       Rev. John J. Dietzen

      The New Question Box.

The people who hanged Christ never, to do them justice, accused him of being 
a “Bore” - on the contrary; they though him too dynamic to be safe. 
It has been left to later generations to muffle up that shattering personality 
and surround him with an atmosphere of tedium. We have very efficiently 
pared the claws of the Lion of Judah, certified him as “meek and mild,” and 
recommended him as a fitting household pet for pale curates and pious old 
ladies. 
To those who knew him, however, he in no way suggested a milk and water 
person; they objected to him as a dangerous firebrand. True, he was tender to 
the unfortunate, patient with honest inquirers, and humble before heaven; but 
he insulted respectable clergymen by calling them hypocrites; he referred to 
King Herod as “that fox”; he went to parties in disreputable company and was 
looked upon as a “gluttonous man and a wine-bibber, a friend of publicans 
and sinners”; he assaulted indignant tradesmen and threw them and their be-
longings out of the Temple; he drove a coach-and-horses through a number of 
sacrosanct and hoary regulations; he cured diseases by any means that came 
handy, with a shocking casualness in the matter of other people’s pigs and 
property; he showed no proper deference for wealth or social position; when 
confronted with neat dialectical traps, he displayed a paradoxical humour 
that affronted serious-minded people, and he retorted by asking disagreeably 
searching questions that could not be answered by rule of thumb. 
He was emphatically not a dull man in his human lifetime, and if he was God, there can be nothing dull about 
God either. But he had “a daily beauty in his life that made us ugly,” and officialdom felt that the established or-
der of things would be more secure without him. So they did away with God in the name of peace and quietness.

                                                                                Dorothy Sayers

From A Matter of Eternity, Selections from the Writings of Dorothy L. Sayers . Copyright © 1973, William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 
Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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Briechle & Gelso, LLC
Attorneys at Law

Serving NEPA with 2 offices

Offering Legal Services in

Personal Injury Worker’s Compensation
PA State Court Litigation   Criminal Defense
Federal Court Litigation    Construction Law
Contract Disputes                Estates & Wills
Real Estate              Social Security Disability
Corporate Matters

Michael Briechle, Esq.

Olde Church Emporium
Rt. 92 S.  Jackson
Antiques bought and sold

Furniture  Home Décor   Miniatures  Candles 
Gifts   

God knows what you’ll find there!

Visit our Café and Bake Shoppe.
Café  Bake Shoppe  Tea Room   

Brunch– Lunch   Afternoon Tea  

Baking Bread, Pies and Savories to Order

Open all year Thursday—Sunday 10—5
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

Deborah McNamee, proprietor

or visit us online at

www.oldechurchemporium.com

Joe Frye
Jayne Frye

Owners/Operators

Susquehanna Monuments
for all your cemetery monument needs

R.R. 2 Box 58
Susquehanna, PA 
18847

Boot– A—Pest
Licensed Residential & Commercial

Pest Control Service

Mortgage Wood destroying Inspections

Ants—Mice– Spiders-Bees and Much more
Over 17 years experience

Jeff Owens              Phone 570-281-9410

Parish Checkbook this Week
Balance Forward 
(02/21/2008) 4,016.58

Income

Loose 

Candles

Offertory SM

Offertory SP

Children

Easter 

Ascension

Dues
Diocesan 
Assessment
Utilities
Initial Offering
Ash Wednesday

Easter Flowers

CCHD
Bulletin Ads

Other Income

Total Income 
(02/25/08)

Balance Forward
+ Income this week

Total Available Funds

Expenditures

Administration

Rectory

Liturgy

Religious Education

Plant Operation & 
Maintenance

Insurance

Total Expenses

Funds Available

- expenses

Balance 
(02/28/2008

National Collection Payments

Transfer from Fundrais-
ing Account

Donation
R.E. Fundraising

Diocesan School Subsidy

28 Maple St.
P.O. Box 261
Montrose, PA 
18801
(570) 278-2430

120 S. Franklin St.
Wilkes-Barre, PA
18701

(570)826-1405

Phone: 570-853-3601
Fax:      570-853-3644

Francisco Martinez, Massage Therapist

Healing Touch Practitioner

Therapeutic Touch—Swedish Massage– Reflexology

House Calls     Gift Certificates Available

By Appointment: (570)815-5566

UPCOMING MEETINGS

The Parish Council will meet  
Sunday, March 9th at 6 p.m. in 
the Rectory.

The first in a series of Focus 
Meetings  will take place this 
Wednesday, March 12th at 7 
p.m. in St. Martin’s Hall. This 
meeting will focus on the fol-
lowing aspects of Called to Ho-
liness and Mission: Vocation, 
Stewardship and Administra-
tion, and Stewardship and Jus-
tice. 

All Parishioners are asked to be 
present for this important 
meeting.

Holy  Cross High School 
(formerly Bishop Hannon) 

will be holding a 

Craft Fair 

Home & Spring Showcase 

on Sunday, April 13th from 10 
a.m.—4 p.m. 

at the Dunmore Campus, 

501 E. Drinker St. Dunmore 
(formerly Bishop O Hara High School) 

They are looking for ven-
dors for this function. 

8’x8’booths are $50.00. 
For more information and to re-
serve your space, please call the 
school at (570)346-7541.

CHOIR REHEARSAL:

All members of the parish choir are 
asked to be present for rehearsal 
on Fridays following Stations and 
Sundays after the 11 a.m. Mass ac-
cording to Sue’s schedule. With her 
mother’s on-going illness, she will 
try to be available as often as she 
can. 
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Iuxta dominicam viventes – living in accordance 
with the Lord's Day

72. From the beginning Christians were clearly conscious of 
this radical newness which the Eucharist brings to human life. 
The faithful immediately perceived the profound influence of 
the eucharistic celebration on their manner of life. Saint Ig-
natius of Antioch expressed this truth when he called Chris-
tians "those who have attained a new hope," and described 
them as "those living in accordance with the Lord's Day" 
(iuxta dominicam viventes). (204) This phrase of the great 
Antiochene martyr highlights the connection between the 
reality of the Eucharist and everyday Christian life. The Chris-
tians' customary practice of gathering on the first day after 
the Sabbath to celebrate the resurrection of Christ – accord-
ing to the account of Saint Justin Martyr(205) – is also what 
defines the form of a life renewed by an encounter with 
Christ. Saint Ignatius' phrase – "living in accordance with the 
Lord's Day" – also emphasizes that this holy day becomes 
paradigmatic for every other day of the week. Indeed, it is 
defined by something more than the simple suspension of 
one's ordinary activities, a sort of parenthesis in one's usual 
daily rhythm. Christians have always experienced this day as 
the first day of the week, since it commemorates the radical 
newness brought by Christ. Sunday is thus the day when 
Christians rediscover the eucharistic form which their lives are 
meant to have. "Living in accordance with the Lord's Day" 
means living in the awareness of the liberation brought by 
Christ and making our lives a constant self-offering to God, 
so that his victory may be fully revealed to all humanity 
through a profoundly renewed existence.

Living the Sunday obligation

73. Conscious of this new vital principle which the Eucharist 
imparts to the Christian, the Synod Fathers reaffirmed the 
importance of the Sunday obligation for all the faithful, 
viewing it as a wellspring of authentic freedom enabling 
them to live each day in accordance with what they cele-
brated on "the Lord's Day." The life of faith is endangered 
when we lose the desire to share in the celebration of the 
Eucharist and its commemoration of the paschal victory. 
Participating in the Sunday liturgical assembly with all our 
brothers and sisters, with whom we form one body in Jesus 
Christ, is demanded by our Christian conscience and at the 
same time it forms that conscience. To lose a sense of Sunday 
as the Lord's Day, a day to be sanctified, is symptomatic of 
the loss of an authentic sense of Christian freedom, the free-
dom of the children of God. (206) Here some observations 
made by my venerable predecessor John Paul II in his Apos-
tolic Letter Dies Domini (207) continue to have great value. 
Speaking of the various dimensions of the Christian celebra-
tion of Sunday, he said that it is Dies Domini with regard to 
the work of creation, Dies Christi as the day of the new crea-
tion and the Risen Lord's gift of the Holy Spirit, Dies Ecclesiae

as the day on which the Christian community gathers for 
the celebration, and Dies hominis as the day of joy, rest 
and fraternal charity.

Sunday thus appears as the primordial holy day, when all 
believers, wherever they are found, can become heralds 
and guardians of the true meaning of time. It gives rise to 
the Christian meaning of life and a new way of experienc-
ing time, relationships, work, life and death. On the Lord's 
Day, then, it is fitting that Church groups should organize, 
around Sunday Mass, the activities of the Christian com-
munity: social gatherings, programmes for the faith forma-
tion of children, young people and adults, pilgrimages, 
charitable works, and different moments of prayer. For the 
sake of these important values – while recognizing that 
Saturday evening, beginning with First Vespers, is already 
a part of Sunday and a time when the Sunday obligation 
can be fulfilled – we need to remember that it is Sunday 
itself that is meant to be kept holy, lest it end up as a day 
"empty of God." (208)

The meaning of rest and of work

74. Finally, it is particularly urgent nowadays to remember 
that the day of the Lord is also a day of rest from work. It 
is greatly to be hoped that this fact will also be recognized 
by civil society, so that individuals can be permitted to 
refrain from work without being penalized. Christians, not 
without reference to the meaning of the Sabbath in the 
Jewish tradition, have seen in the Lord's Day a day of rest 
from their daily exertions. This is highly significant, for it 
relativizes work and directs it to the person: work is for 
man and not man for work. It is easy to see how this actu-
ally protects men and women, emancipating them from a 
possible form of enslavement. As I have had occasion to 
say, "work is of fundamental importance to the fulfilment 
of the human being and to the development of society. 
Thus, it must always be organized and carried out with full 
respect for human dignity and must always serve the com-
mon good. At the same time, it is indispensable that peo-
ple not allow themselves to be enslaved by work or to idol-
ize it, claiming to find in it the ultimate and definitive 
meaning of life." (209) It is on the day consecrated to God 
that men and women come to understand the meaning of 
their lives and also of their work. (210)

Sacramentum Caritatis
The Apostolic Exhortation of Pope Benedict XVI
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Saint of the Week
“This great company of witnesses spurs us on to victory”

Children’s Corner

St. Joseph
March 15th (this year)

St. Joseph was an ordi-
nary manual laborer 
although descended 
from the royal house 
of David. In the de-
signs of Providence he 
was destined to be-
come the spouse of the 
Mother of God. His 
high privilege is ex-
pressed in a single 
phrase, "Foster-father 
of Jesus." About him 
Sacred Scripture has 
little more to say than 
that he was a just 
man-an expression which indicates how faithfully he ful-
filled his high trust of protecting and guarding God's 
greatest treasures upon earth, Jesus and Mary.

The darkest hours of his life may well have been 
those when he first learned of Mary's pregnancy; but pre-
cisely in this time of trial Joseph showed himself great. His 
suffering, which likewise formed a part of the work of the 
redemption, was not without great providential import: 
Joseph was to be, for all times, the trustworthy witness of 
the Messiah's virgin birth. After this, he modestly retires 
into the background of holy Scripture.

Of St. Joseph's death the Bible tells us nothing. There 
are indications, however, that he died before the begin-
ning of Christ's public life. His was the most beautiful 
death that one could have, in the arms of Jesus and 
Mary. Humbly and unknown, he passed his years at Naz-
areth, silent and almost forgotten he remained in the 
background through centuries of Church history. Only in 
more recent times has he been accorded greater honor. 
Liturgical veneration of St. Joseph began in the fifteenth 
century, fostered by Sts. Brigid of Sweden and Bernadine 
of Siena. St. Teresa, too, did much to further his cult.

At present there are two major feasts in his honor. On 
March 19 our veneration is directed to him personally and 
to his part in the work of redemption, while on May 1 we 
honor him as the patron of workmen throughout the 
world and as our guide in the difficult matter of estab-
lishing equitable norms regarding obligations and rights 
in the social order.
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The The The 
Parish Parish Parish 

Community Community Community 
of of of 

St. Martin of Tours St. Martin of Tours St. Martin of Tours 
and and and 

St. Paul St. Paul St. Paul 
the Apostlethe Apostlethe Apostle

 R. R. 1 Box 396
Jackson, PA

 Phone: (570) 756-2541

 Fax: (570) 756-2105

 E-Mail:

parish@martinoftours.com

We’re on the Web!
See us at:

www.martinoftours.com

Parish Mission 
Statement

   

  We, the Roman Catholic Par-
ish of St. Martin of Tours and 
St. Paul the Apostle, in the 
Diocese of Scranton, are a faith 
community of rich, diverse 
talents and cultures.

       We are called to encour-
age all to share God’s gifts, in 
partnership with Him, for the 
good of the Body of Christ. 

       We are a worshipping, 
Eucharistic Community, united 
with the Holy Father, our 
Bishop and our Pastor, to make 
Christ present in our world, 
through the Mass, and united in 
Him, to proclaim the Word of 
God in works of hospitality, 
charity, and mercy.

     We are committed to serv-
ing one another in the name of 
Jesus Christ, so that the King-
dom of God becomes more 
visible in our world today.

This Week in our Parish

Monday

No Morning Mass
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED
If you see Fr. Ken today, wish him a 
Happy Birthday!

Tuesday Morning Mass - 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel

Wednesday
Morning Mass - 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel

Focus Meeting—7 p.m. St. Martin’s 

Thursday
Morning Mass - 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel
HOLY HOUR—7 p.m. SMC

Friday
DAY OF ABSTINENCE
Morning Mass - 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel
Stations of the Cross—7 p.m. SM

Saturday

No Morning Mass

Confessions 3:00 p.m. SM
Vigil Mass Palm Sunday 4:00 p.m. SM 

Sunday

PALM SUNDAY OF THE LORD’S PASSION

Confession 8:00 a.m.. SP by request only
Sunday Mass 8:30 a.m. SP

Religious Ed classes 9:30 a.m. SM

Sunday Mass 11:00 a.m. SM

Confessions—3 p.m. St. Martin’s 

Mass Intentions  Week of February March 10-16
Feast Intention Offered by

Monday�/�H�Q�W�H�Q���:�H�H�N�G�D�\ No Mass Scheduled 

Tuesday�/�H�Q�W�H�Q���:�H�H�N�G�D�\Gertrude Leahy Barry & Annette Corrigan

Wednesday �/�H�Q�W�H�Q���:�H�H�N�G�D�\John & Pauline Corrigan Barry & Annette Corrigan

Thursday�/�H�Q�W�H�Q���:�H�H�N�G�D�\Connie Pennay Fr. Ken

Friday �/�H�Q�W�H�Q���:�H�H�N�G�D�\Marlene Mazzocchi Frank & Betsy Supancik

Saturday
�6�W�����-�R�V�H�S�K�����+�X�V��

�E�D�Q�G���R�I���0�D�U�\
No Mass Scheduled

Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 

Vigil
Saturday 
4 p.m. 

St. Martin’s

Living & Deceased Members 
Of the Murphy Family Ruth Zeck

Sunday 8:30 a.m.
St. Paul’s Parishioners Pastor

Sunday
11:00 a.m.
St. Martin’s William Nash Fr. Ken

Pastor
Rev. Kenneth M. Seegar

Business Manager
Mark Lipschutz

 Sacristans
Matthew Menapace

Betsy Supancik
Mary Lake
Diane Frye

Pearena Hubel

Liturgical Scheduling
Betsy Supancik

Parish Liturgical Musicians
Sue Lee

Christine Plonski Sezer
Alice Gilleran

Connie Panasevich
\

Parish Pastoral Council
Michael Briechle

Mark Fallon

Denise Finnegan

Diane Frye     

Charlene Kempa

Robert Klein

Alfie Lambert

Connie Panasevich

Parish Finance Council
Sharon Panasevich, Chair

Michael Briechle

Rita Reavey

Religious Ed Program
Gina Baker

Charlene Kempa

Alfie Lambert

Anthony Maloney

Maureen Maloney

Diane Monteforte

Ruth Zeck
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