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Be Not Afraid

The waiting is over and Christmas is here. Preparation gives way to celebration, anticipation to
fulfillment. God has spoken to humanity in many ways down through history, as both Scripture
and experience attest, but with the birth of Jesus He has spoken His decisive word to us
(Hebrews 1:1-2). The birth of Jesus inaugurates many things in the history of salvation, but one
thing in particular that God says to us with the birth of the Baby is “don't be afraid.”

The birth narratives of Jesus contain elements that, two millennia in retrospect, are difficult to
understand: pregnancy by the Holy Spirit, Magi following a star, dreams and angelic visions. But they also contain
telltale signs that in my mind make them radically authentic. In particular, the Gospel narratives record that the
constellation of events surrounding the birth of Christ evoked a certain emotion in people: human fear. And to
each one of these understandable human fears, God responded with a firm and gentle assurance, “"Do not be
afraid.” This comfort amidst fear is at the heart of the Christmas story. Do not be afraid.

Joseph received four dreams in Matthew's account, enough to unnerve most anyone, I would think. When he
discovered Mary was pregnant, he decided to divorce her quietly, until an angel appeared to him and advised oth-
erwise: “Joseph, do not be afraid” (Matthew 1:20). Similarly, in his parallel account, Luke writes that Zechariah
was “gripped with fear,” Mary was “greatly troubled,” and the rugged shepherds were “terrified” when angelic
messengers visited them. To each of these three people God responded, “do not be afraid” (Luke 1:13, 30, 2:10).

Throughout the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, human fear reappears time and again at crucial junc-
tures, and each time God responds to his people in the same way. When Jesus called his first twelve disciples,
Peter was overwhelmed with a sense of his own sinfulness, “Lord, depart from me for I am a sinful man.” The Lord
responded, “Peter, do not be afraid” (Luke 5:10). During his final discourse to these same twelve disciples, they
were understandably filled with anxiety, to which the Lord responded, “do not be afraid” (John 14:27). The women
were the first witnesses of the resurrection, and commissioned to go tell the men who were in hiding, but, as one
might expect of reasonable people, they were filled with fear at the unfolding events. To them the risen Christ said
twice, “do not be afraid” (Matthew 28:5, 10). Finally, there is the invincible Paul. But for him too the journey with
Jesus was sometimes filled with “conflicts without, fears within” (2 Corinthians 7:4-6). At Corinth God spoke to
him clearly, “do not be afraid” (Acts 18:9), emboldening Paul to minister there for eighteen months despite fierce
opposition. Sailing to Rome for his trial before Caesar, his ship encountered a hurricane, and again God told him,
“Paul, do not be afraid” (Acts 27:24).

When I think about our world today, there are aspects of it which evoke fear, and for good reasons. Suicide
bombers in Palestine. Devastation in Afghanistan, a pseudo-country that was an unqualified humanitarian disaster
even before our bombing. In our own country, everyday letters have been turned into biological weapons, and
ordinary aircraft into weapons of mass destruction. More broadly still, important social critics now write about our
western culture as living in its “twilight,” much like decaying Rome in the fourth and fifth centuries. Growing social
and economic inequality, government dysfunction, epidemic illiteracy, widespread drugs and crime, and what Ber-
man calls “spiritual death” are all harbingers of a culture in deep distress.. Reasonable people have cause for at
least some of their fears.

But Christmas is the declaration that Jesus is Immanuel, God with us (Matthew 1:23); He has not left us, or
our history and culture. Not even our own deep sinfulness can separate us from His loving care, as Peter who de-
nied him learned (Matthew 26:72), for as the angel told Joseph in his first dream, “His name shall be Jesus, be-
cause he will save His people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21).

Sometimes the journey with Jesus is itself a cause for fear. Having put our hand to the plow, life as we know
it can never be the same and turning back is hardly an option. When the disciples found themselves caught in a
storm, they were afraid; but when Jesus calmed the storm, “they were terrified and asked each other, ‘Who is
this? Even the wind and waves obey him!™ (Mark 4:35-41). The latter fear was worse than the former. Similarly,
when Jesus healed the demon-possessed man, people from both the town and country went out to see what had
happened. Finding the man healed, “they were afraid.” When they heard how the man had been healed, “they
were overcome with fear” and asked Jesus to leave (Luke 8:26-39).

Henri Nouwen liked to define discipleship and maturity as allowing God to take us to places where we would
prefer not to go (see John 21:18 and Jesus' words to Peter). That is an understandable cause for anxiety and ap-
prehension. But with Mary, Joseph, Zechariah, the shepherds, and many other characters in the Christmas story,
may God help us always to hear His sure and certain voice, “don't be afraid, I bring you good tidings of great joy,”
and to move forward in faith.

1. Mortis Berman, The Twilight of American Culture New York: WW Norton, 2000). See also Neil Postman, Amusing Ourselves to Death (New
York: Penguin, 1985), and Robert Kaplan, An Enmpire Wilderness: Travels Into America's Future New York: Vintage, 1999).
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PRAYERS BEFORE MASS

When we enter the church, we come into the
Presence of the Living God. Take the time be-
fore Mass to place yourself in His Presence and to
ask for His Mercy for your sins and those of the
whole world, that the Sacrifice of the Mass may
not be offered in vain.

Most Holy Trinity,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

I adore You profoundly

and I offer you the most Sacred

Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity

of our Lord Jesus Christ,

present in all the Tabernacles of the
world

in reparation for the

sacrileges, outrages and indifference
to which He is everywhere subjected.
Through the infinite merits of His Most
Sacred Heart and the Immaculate
Heart of Mary, I ask the conversion of
poor sinners.

My God, I believe I adore, I trust and I
love You.

I beg pardon for those who do not be-

lieve, do not adore, do not trust and do
not love You.

Chaplet of Divine Mercy

On Rosary Beads pray:
Our Father.....

Hail Mary .....

I believe in One God....

On the large beads say:

Eternal Father,

| offer You the Body and Blood
Soul and Divinity

of Your Dearly Beloved Son,
Our Lord Jesus Christ

in atonement for our sins

and those of the whole world.

On the small beads say:

For the sake of His sorrowful Passion
have mercy on us and on the whole
world.

At the conclusion say three times

Holy God

Holy Mighty One

Holy Immortal One

Have mercy on us and on the whole
world.

For the Faithful Departed:

Eternal Rest Grant Them O Lord
And let perpetual light shine upon
them. May they rest in peace.

May their souls and all the souls of the
Faithful departed , through the mercy
of God rest in peace. Amen.

Spiritual Life

December night, Cold night,
The Christ Child
trembles with the cold.

He goes through frost-covered fields.

The wind sings him a lullaby.
Who will warm His Hands?
Who will give Him shelter?

There are so many houses

and so many windows -

perhaps someone will take him in ,
if only for a moment.

Perhaps people will embrace him.
Perhaps they will give him
something to eat,

and He can continue on His Way.
Who will warm His hands?

Who will give Him shelter?

The lights shine in the windows,
they cast their shadows upon the
snow.
The golden stars

crown the treeptops.
Everywhere,

one hears Christmas songs,

but of the Christ child,

of the Christ child

no one thinks anymore.

Oh Christmas song, Christmas song,
Christmas comes soon.
Who will warm His hands?

Who will give Him shelter?
-Pope John Paul II
Sacrosong XI 1979

Thursday
Evening

Holy Hour
this Thursday at 7 p.m. in
$t. Martin’s Church.

In the evening, when I was praying, the
Mother of God told me: “Your lives must be
like Mine: quiet and hidden, in unceasing
union with God, pleading for humanity and
preparing the world for the second coming

of God.” (Diary of St. Faustina # 625)

This Week’s Scripture

Monday
Late Advent Weekday

2 Samuel 7:1-16
Today you shall know that

the Lord is coming Luke 1:67-79
and in the morning, you
will see His Glory!
Tuesd Isaiah 9:1-6
uesda
. v Hebrews 1:1-6
Nativity of the Lord
Luke 2:1-20
Wednesday Acts 6:8-10;7:54-59
St. Steph
epnen Matthew 10:17-22
Thursday 1John 1:1-4
St. Joh
John John 20:1-8
Friday 1lohn 1:5-1:2

Holy Innocents
Y Matthew 2:13-18

Saturday 1John 2:3-11
St. Thomas Becket

Luke 2:22-35
Feastofthe Holy g\ 357 1214
Family

Colossians 3:12-21

Christmas Prayer

Hail and Blessed be the hour and
the moment when Jesus Christ was
born of the Most Pure Virgin Mary, in
Bethlehem, at midnight, in piercing
cold. Vouchsafe in that hour, O my
God, to hear my prayer and grant my
desire through the infinite merits of our
Lord Jesus Christ and His most pure
Mother.
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Current Events Liturgical Ministers
Schedule

Christmas Basket Raffle -

LAST CHANCE TO TAKE A
CHANCE!
HELD OVER DUE TO the ICE STORM!

Chances will be raffled off this Sunday after
the 11 a.m. Mass!

CHURCH DECORATING

will take place THIS Sunday, December
23rd, 2007.

St. Paul’'s will be decked out following
the 8:30 a.m. Mass

St. Martin’s will be decked out following
the 11:00 a.m. Mass (Approximately 1

p.m.)

Many hands make light work—all are
welcome!

Christmas Presents

As you try to find that “perfect” gift for
that “special someone” do not forget the

gift that you give to
God. May your gen- |E|
erosity to your parish
at Christmastime be
a true reflection of
our Father’s Love for
you.

End of the Year Statements

Please be advised that all donations to the
parish for the calendar year 2007 must be in
by December 31. Any donation after that
time will be credited to 2008 and will not be
reflected in your 2007 annual statement.

Please Remember in Prayer

Jean Barton
Mel Darrow
Jewel Lee
Anthony LaCalamita
Julia Padaletti
Fr. Ken Seegar
Pat Stewart
all our hospitalized and homebound pa-
rishioners

ST. MARTIN'S CHURCH CLEANING
TEAM

December 27,2007
Bill Leahy, Matt Menapace

TO you and all your families, your neighbprs
and your friends, may all your days be hgopy
with a joy that never ends. May peace an
love surround you at Christmastime and

the whole year through!

With best wishes for a Blessed
Christmas and a Healthy and
prosperous New Year.

May the Blessings of the New-
born King extend to you and to all
whom you love and to all who love
you.

2008 Summer Mission Experience

July 6 —19, 2008
Applications are due by January 7, 2008!

An experience for High School Juniors
Sponsored by the Pontifical Mission Society in
the Diocese of Scranton

Purpose: To provide high school students,
seminarians and adult chaperones with an op-
portunity to know Christ among the poor, gain
a better perspective on their own lives, a
greater understanding about their Catholic
Faith, and what it means to be missionary in
today’s world.

Accommodations:  The Benedictine Sisters
Mission House “Caridad de Corazon” - Eagle
Pass, Texas.

Activities:  This is a Faith based mission jour-
ney which involves experiential and Christian
presence—learning, service, and interaction
among children, youth, and adults at the mis-
sion sites. The group connects with other mis-
sionaries—priests, religious, and lay persons -
serving disadvantaged children and people in
various ministries and programs—in schools,
hospices for the sick and elderly, shelters, sports,
recreation, music activities, and some work
projects.

Cost: Total cost includes transportation, rooms,
meals, and other miscellaneous expenses—which
may be approximately $1,000.00. If you feel
called to this mission experience, don't let the
cost keep you from applying.

Who should apply:  Catholic Public and
High School students in their Junior year, semi-
narians, and other adults to serve as chaper-
ones.

For more information, contact:

Deacon Ed Kelly and Miriam Heverline
Pontifical Mission Societies

300 Wyoming Ave. Scranton, PA 18503
570-207-2259

Fax: 570-207-2268

E-Mail: Miriam-heverline@dioceseofscranton.org

Monday, December 24
Vigil of Christmas
I 4:00 p.m. St. Martin’s

Servers R J Klein
Olivia Klein
Justin Lee
Katherine Kempa
Lectors Bob Klein
EMOC Andy Whitehead

Charlene Kempa

Tuesday, December 25
CHRISTMAS DAY
8:30 a.m $t. Paul’s

Lectors Peter Janicelli
EMOC Diane Frye

11:00 a.m. $t. Martin’s
Servers Tara Flor
Lectors Denise Finnegan
EMOC Alfie Lambert

Matt Menapace

Saturday, December 29
Vigil of the
Feast of the Holy Family
4:00 p.m. St. Martin’s

Servers Michael Lingobardo
Lectors Martina Lingobardo
EMOC Mary Lake

Sunday, December 30
Feast of the Holy Family
8:30 a.m. St. Paul's
Lectors David Lee

EMOC

Barbara Passarelli

11:00 a.m. St. Martin’s

Servers Justin Lee
Olivia Rockwell

Lectors Eileen Hartman

EMOC Betsy Supancik

Alfie Lambert



http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP

Carpet-Vinyl-Tile
The Carpet Catalog
Box 173, Jackson Ave.
Thompson, PA 18465
Sales and Installation
(570) 727-3350
Hours: M-F 10a.m.—5 p.m., Sat. 9a.m.—1 p.m.

Lisa Winners Beauty Salon

Susquehanna (570) 853-2727
New Milford (570) 465-5353

Full Hair Care and Nail Salons

Chocolates by Irene

Specialty chocolates for all occasions
570-562-2007

All our chocolate is made to order to insure quality and freshness.

Order today for your special event!

Bridal or Baby Shower Easter Christmas
Birthday Party or any special occasion

THIS SPACE
AVAILABLE

For more information,
or to reserve your space, contact
Joanne Hadnagy at 570 727 3441

Hadnagy’s Mountain Hideaway
Guest House
Frank and JoAnn Hadnagy
P. O.Box 9 -Stack Rd.
Thompson, PA 18465
Phone: 570-727-3441 Fax: 570-727-2

E-Mail: mthdwy@epix.net
Website: mountainhideaway.net

Catering for all Occasions

ARMETTA'S
PIZZERIA & PUB

Exit 219 off Rt 81
Gibson, PA
(570) 465-5492

or visit our other location

Armetta’s Restaurant

329 Northern Blvd
Chinchilla, PA

(570) 586—5492

The Church

asks us to understand

that Christ,

who came once in the Flesh,
is prepared to come again.
When we remove

@3 obstacles to His Presence
He will come,

at any hour and moment,

to dwell

spiritually in our hearts,
bringing with Him

the riches of His grace

-St. Charles Borromeo

Your Offering

December 16, 2007

Loose 86.00
Candles -0~
Offertory SM 751.00
Offertory SP -0-
Children’s Offering -0-
Itri:rr]nqculqte Concep- 10.00
Christmas 25.00
Mary, Mother of God 10.00
Dues 4.00
Diocesan 47.00
Assessment

Fuel 35.00
Christmas Flowers 15.00
Your offering 983.00

National Collections
(Donations to these collections are

RRF Collection

50.00

Total National Collec-
tions

50.00

Additional Account Deposits

Boot— A—Pest

Licensed Residential & Commercial
Pest Control Service

Mortgage Wood destroying Inspections

Ants—Mice— Spiders-Bees and Much more
Over 17 years experience

Jeff Owens Phone 570-281-941],

Christmas Memorials 143.00

Debt Reduction 25.00
168.00

Total Add. Accounts

Total Deposits 1,201.00
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Parish Checkbook this Week

=
St. Martin's Church

ol e

Olde Church Emporium

Rt. 92 S. Jackson
Antiques bought and sold

Furniture Home Décor Miniatures Candles
Gifts

God knows what you’ll find there!
Visit our Café and Bake Shoppe.
Café Bake Shoppe Tea Room
Brunch—TLunch Afternoon Tea
Baking Bread, Pies and Savories to Order

Open all year Thursday—Sunday 10—5
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

Deborah McNamee, proprietor
or visit us online at
www.oldechurchemporium.com

Joe Frye
Jayne Frye
Owners/Operators

Susquehanna Monuments

for all your cemetery monument needs

\"ZJ

RR.2Box 58 Phone: 570-853-36(
Susquehanna, PA 18847 Fax: 570-853-36414

=

—

Francisco Martinez, Massage Therapis

Healing Touch Practitioner

Therapeutic Touch—Swedish Massage— Reflekology

House Calls  Gift Certificates Available

By Appointment: (570)815-5566

Balance Forward
(12/13/2007) 4,931.84
Income
Loose 86.00
Candles -0-
Offertory SM 751.00
Offertory SP -0-
Children -0-
Immaculate Conception 10.00
Christmas 25.00 “THE BEST | CAN DO FOR CHRISTMAS EVE"
Mary Mother of God 10.00 IS THREE TOGETHER IN THE NINTH ROW.
Dues 4.00
Diocesan 47.00
Assessment
Utilities 35.00
Christmas Flowers 15.00
Religious Retirement 50.00
Other Income 25.00
Total Income
(12/17/2007) 1,058.00
Balance Forward 4,931.84
"Bc:ca_u.c,c\t?rcy didnt have ¢-mail then.
+Income this week |  +1,058.00 That's why God cen’ an angel
Total Available 5,089.84 Z .
Funds o R
Lelis
Expenditures y
p !’r/?‘\\
Administration 3,760.74 B .
Rectory -0- / T
Liturgy -0- \ —_ |
Religious Educati \| lﬂf‘“"‘-”f:;‘ £ |
eligious Education -0- _”|\ [ ;f N =, =
i L ]\ R
Plant'Operatlon 734.84 “ﬂ ~| . {p\y
& Maintenance e 1] g = R -
:ﬁ-g - T
Insurance 725.67 - T~
"Very few people realize this, but the cornerstone
Loan Repayment -O- of this church is actually a fruitcake given to me by
Interest o Ethel pabeline during the Christmas of 72
Catholic School Sub-
. -0-
sidy
Total Expenses 5,221.25
Funds Available 5,989.84
- expenses -5,221.25
Balance
(12/20/2007) 768.59

“I'm going to be a chorus member in the Christmas
pageant. | was going to be a shepherd 'til | found out
I'd have to wear my bathrobe and count sheep.”

Briechle & Gelso, LLC

Attorneys at Law

Serving NEPA with 2 offices

28 Maple St. 120 S. Franklin St.
P.O. Box 261 Wilkes-Barre, PA
Montrose, PA 18701

18801

(570) 278-2430 (570)826-1405

Offering Legal Services in

Personal Injury Worker’s Compensation
PA State Court Litigation Criminal Defense
Federal Court Litigation Construction Law
Contract Disputes Estates & Wills
Real Estate Social Security Disability
Corporate Matters

Michael Briechle, Esq.
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Sacramentum Caritatis:

An Apostolic Exhortation of Pope Benedict XVI

Saint of the week

“This great company of witnesses spurs us on to victory!”

The sign of peace

49. By its nature the Eucharist is the sacrament of peace.
At Mass this dimension of the eucharistic mystery finds
specific expression in the sign of peace. Certainly this sign
has great value (cf. J# 14:27). In our times, fraught with
fear and conflict, this gesture has become particularly elo-
quent, as the Church has become increasingly conscious
of her responsibility to pray insistently for the gift of
peace and unity for herself and for the whole human fam-
ily. Certainly there is an irrepressible desire for peace pre-
sent in every heart. The Church gives voice to the hope
for peace and reconciliation rising up from every man and
woman of good will, directing it towatds the one who "is
our peace" (Eph 2:14) and who can bring peace to indi-
viduals and peoples when all human efforts fail. We can
thus understand the emotion so often felt during the sign
of peace at a liturgical celebration. Even so, during the
Synod of Bishops there was discussion about the appro-
priateness of greater restraint in this gesture, which can be
exaggerated and cause a certain distraction in the assem-
bly just before the reception of Communion. It should be
kept in mind that nothing is lost when the sign of peace is
marked by a sobriety which preserves the proper spirit of
the celebration, as, for example, when it is restricted to
one's immediate neighbours (150).

The distribution and reception of the Eucharist

50. Another moment of the celebration needing to
be mentioned is the distribution and reception of
Holy Communion. I ask everyone, especially or-
dained ministers and those who, after adequate
preparation and in cases of genuine need, are author-
ized to exercise the ministry of distributing the
Eucharist, to make every effort to ensure that this
simple act preserves its importance as a personal en-
counter with the Lord Jesus in the sacrament. For
the rules governing correct practice in this regard, I
would refer to those documents recently issued on
the subject. (151) All Christian communities are to
observe the current norms faithfully, seeing in them
an expression of the faith and love with which we all
must regard this sublime sacrament. Furthermore,
the precious time of thanksgiving after communion
should not be neglected: besides the singing of an
appropriate hymn, it can also be most helpful to re-
main recollected in silence. (152)

Comites Christi

(Companions of Christ)
The Octave Days of Christmas

What exactly are the Twelve Days of Christmas? They
are the days between Christmas and the Feast of the Epiph-
any that constitute an unbroken period of joy and celebration
(see Christmas Schema). Epiphany is considered the twelfth
day of Christmas (in fact it is sometimes called "Twelfth
Day") while the Eve of Epiphany is called "Twelfth Night."
Shakespeare's play, "Twelfth Night," takes its name from
the Vigil because during this period festivals (such as the
Feast of Fools ) used to be held in which everything was
turned upside-down -- a little like the reversed identities of
the characters in the play. These "preposterous" obser-
vances, incidentally, were a joyful mimicry of the inversion
of almighty God becoming a lowly man, of the King appear-
ing as a humble infant.

The twelve nights of Christmas were primarily a time of
joyful prayer and rest from unnecessary labor. On each
of these nights the Christmas tree lights and the Christmas
candle would be lit, while the family would gather around the
manger to recite prayers and sing carols and hymns. Similar
services are held in some churches during these nights as
well.

Several saints' days which fall within the Octave of
Christmas are also a part of the Twelve Days. This might
seem odd, but their placement is deliberate. By placing their
feasts near the birth of the Lord, the Church is suggesting
that there is a special spiritual proximity as well. St.
Stephen (December 26) is the "Proto-Martyr," the first disci-
ple of our Lord to be martyred. St. John (December 27) is
the "beloved disciple" who rested on our Lord's bosom during
the Last Supper. And the Holy Innocents (December 28)
are obviously connected in a special way to our Lord's in-
fancy. These saints are called the comites Christi , "the
companions of Christ," and as that name implies, they are
not only close to Him, but they have a certain nobility (the
word comes , from which we get our word "count," also im-
plies aristocracy). It is for these reasons, incidentally, that
the Eastern churches honor the Princes of the Apostles, Peter
and Paul, on December 28.

St. Thomas Beckett (December 29), the Archbishop of
Canterbury who was killed by the king's men in 1170 on this
day, would have normally seen his feast transferred to a date
outside the Octave of Christmas. However, because his mar-
tyrdom was such a shock and outrage to Christendom, the
Roman authorities deemed it appropriate to leave his
"spiritual birthday" exactly where it was, thereby adding him
to the list of Christ's nobility.

The final comes Christi is St. Sylvester I (December
31), the great pope who lived to see the Roman persecutions
of the Church finally end during the reign of Emperor Con-
stantine. It is therefore appropriate to honor this saint within
the Octave that celebrates "peace on earth," especially on
the day before the new civic year.
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An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream.
What did the angel say?

The Birth of Jesus

Unscramble the words to read the answer,

~

__— “Joseph son of David,

—#-._.——

Jesus was called by many
names and tltles One of them
was “Immanuel,” wh|ch means

“God with us” —_—

do not be to
_— dfaari
Find these names and titles of Jesus in the puzzle below. Mary
They may be found Pl Dd2ELRK A \ elka vemh
Immanuel Relovad | amh Bedsamear as . She
Messiah King Rock Son \ oyru iwef
Master Way Jesus Lord
Word Christ Shepherd Prince
Savior Bread Light Cornerstone \ liwl vgel hbtri
CYCBDEVOLEBUJS toa___, andyou
AOHELIGHTIKEZO sno
WEREDEEMERWSS
HMI NBWMS AROU A
AMS LEOESDSESV
I AT URRBRWAY 1T TNI
SNOELDSEAHGEO
SVL AMBATKINGR
ESBREADJOSAVK
MUS LDIMMANUEL
PRN I OSHEWPHERD
M T OBORLOMATOCE
LOMCREDEDSREBRCR
ACSDKRECNTIRPOC

2006 CRI - PO Box 36253 Canton, OH 45735 500 $52-2182 + wam. ChidrensSullsirs com

Joseph had doubts about marrying Mary. An angel appeared to him in a dream.

EI_/ these objecls: {"@ f":ﬁé m ﬁ Count how many: % 1or2 &3 or 4

= T | e =
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The RI Mass Intentions Week of December 24-30
Parish ) |§| Feast Intention Offered by
Community H
_Of B | Monday IDWH $GYHQW No Mass Scheduled
St. Martin of Tours RI
and 8 : —
3 Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord
St. Paul ) y y
the Apostle % VIGIL Monday 4 p.m. SM|  Christmas Intentions Parish
d .
= Ch Day
== Mass at FISHmas ) Christmas Intentions Parish
Dawn 8:30 a.m. SP
R. R. 1Box 396
Jackson, PA . Chri Dav
Mass during FISHaS ) Christmas Intentions Parish
Phone: (570) 756-2541 the Day 11:00 a.m. SM
Fax: (570) 756-2105 Wednesday St. Stephen Helen A. Redding Bill Leahy
E-Mail: :
parish@martinoftours.com Thursday St. John Bob Young Family
Friday Holy Innocents Gertrude Dereshinski Mzr. & Mrs. Paul Merchel
Pastor Saturday St. Thomas Beckett No Mass Scheduled

Rev. Kenneth M. Seegar

Feast of the Holy Family

Parish Pastoral Council

Michael Briechl Saturday
chael Briechie Vigil 4 p.m. Emma O’Hop Isabell Plonski
Mark Fallon ‘s
St. Martin’s
Denise Finnegan
Diane Frye 8:30 a.m. .
unda , George Hubel M. Patsy Nataline
Charlene Kempa $ 4 St. Paul’s ge y
Robert Klein
; 11:00 a.m.
Alfie Lambert L, L
) . Sunday St. Martin’s Parishioners Pastor
Connie Panasevich
This Week i Parish
Parish Finance Council i
Sharon Panasevich, Chair No Morning Mass Parish Mission
Michael Briechle Monday PARISH OFFICE CLOSED Statement
Richard Lake We, the Roman Catholic Par-
Matthew Menapace CHRISTMAS DAY ish of St. Martin of Tours and
Rita Reavey Tuesday Mass at Dawn  8:30 a.m. SP St. Paul the Apostle, in the
Diocese of Scranton, are a faith
Religious Ed Program community of rich, diverse
Gi gB K 9 Wed d Morning Mass - 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel talents and cultures.
ina Baker edanesday | parisH OFFICE CLOSED
Charlene Kempa - We are called to encour-
Alfie Lambert Thursday Morning Mass - 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel age all to share God's gifts, in

partnership with Him, for the

Anthony Maloney good of the Body of Christ.

Maureen Maloney Morning Mass - 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel

Diane Monteforte Frlday We are a worshipping,
Ruth Zeck Eucharistic Community, united
with the Holy Father, our
Confessions 3:00 p.m. SM Bishop and our Pastor, to make
Saturday Vigil Mass Holy Family 4:00 p.m. SM Christ present in our world,
through the Mass, and united in
Him, to proclaim the Word of
Feast of the Holy Family God 'in works of hospitality,
» charity, and mercy.
We're on the Web! Confession 8:00 a.m.. SP by request only
See us at: Sundcly Sunday Mass 8:30 a.m. SP We are committed to serv-

Sunday Mass 11:00 a.m. SM ing one another in the name of

www.martinoftours.com Jesus Christ, so that the King-
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