
Second Sunday of  Advent 9 December 2007
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by Nora Gallagher. Nora Gallagher is the author of two memoirs about faith and doubt: Things Seen and 
Unseen and Practicing Resurrection. Her new novel, Changing Light, a love story set in 1945 in New Mexico in 
the shadow of the atom bomb, was published this year. 
Copyright © 2001–2007 by Daniel B. Clendenin. All Rights Reserved.  www.journeywithjesus.net

To Live in Longing

Here we are in Advent. The Advent season is a time of longing, of expectation, of hope for 
the long-awaited fulfillment of a promise. In the Advent season, we wait for the moment 
when heaven touches earth. That image, for some of us, is of heaven coming down from 
above. For others, it’s of heaven rising up, infusing our tired world with new life. The Celts 
called this moment—when heaven meets earth—thin space. In this season, we practice to 

breathe in thin space, to live in longing, to make a pathway for heaven into our hearts.

      In this second week of Advent, we ponder a man crying out in the wilderness.

     Each of us probably has an image of wilderness. My own is of the Brazos Wilderness in Northern 
New Mexico where I went as a ten-year-old child. A friend of my mother’s took four children on a pack trip, 
on horseback, with a Native American guide from the Taos Pueblo. It was the first time I’d been away from 
my mother for more than a few nights. My image of wilderness will always be that trip. It was a place of 
beauty and terror, of tests of courage. I learned to ride a young horse, and when that horse decided to lie 
down in a stream, I learned how to jump off. I learned that I had to stand up for myself against the teasing 
of an older boy. There were no houses and we had no maps. Sometimes the aspen trees grew so thickly 
together we had to put our feet up on our saddle horns. At night, the stars in the sky seemed as close as 
my hands, and Frank, our guide, used to sing to them in the language of his ancestors.

     Wilderness. A place where there are no houses and no maps. A place of beauty and tests of cour-
age. A place where your guide may be someone entirely different from what you expected.

     Another kind of wilderness. This one in Santa Barbara, a soup kitchen where I worked for four 
years, housed in my church’s parish hall. We made the soup out of discarded vegetables given to us by the 
produce manager of a local Vons grocery store. On this salvage, we fed up to 250 people a day.

     In the kitchen we had only one rule: if you were obnoxious you had to go outside. We fed people 
with mental illness, prostitutes, the working poor, alcoholics, men and women on fixed incomes, and home-
less teenagers on their way through town. Everyone was welcome.

     Once a lovely woman dressed in a Kelly green cardigan and slacks, a “presentable” person, came to 
eat lunch. She started talking to a volunteer from the Latter Day Saints about how she couldn’t eat because 
someone was pointing at her head. Jackie, our volunteer, said to her very gently, “If you sit down for 
awhile, I’ll watch out for anyone pointing at your head. I’ll be right here, rinsing trays.”

     he woman sat down and began to eat. She ate for a few minutes. Then she reached down to pick 
up something off the floor. When she straightened up, she said, “Someone pointed at my head while I was 
leaning over. Someone pointed at my head.”

    Jackie walked over to her and touched her very carefully on the arm and said, “I’ll make sure they 
don’t do that again."

    The woman smiled. Then she said, “I’m not always like this.”

   Jackie replied, “I know.”

   In the kitchen I saw a man barely able to concentrate because of mental illness play The Moonlight 
Sonata  on the piano. I watched another man throw himself between two men to prevent a fight. We had so 
many offers to help from the men and women we fed we couldn’t use them all.

        “Thank you for letting me help,” an elderly man said to me. “I need to feel useful.”

         Wilderness. A different kind. In the Community Kitchen we had no maps and different guides. It was 
a place of great chaos and questions.  In that kitchen, the moment when heaven met earth had more im-
mediacy. We were nearer to the brink. In the kitchen I learned about the bedrock truths of the gospel: why 
Jesus sat down at the table with “sinners,” tax collectors, prostitutes, “nuisances and nobodies.”  I learned 
things about faith in the kitchen I couldn’t learn anywhere else.

In this Advent season, let us all name our wilderness. Where must we go, where is the place we 
are called that has no maps, and different guides? Where is the place that reveals new truths, new awaken-
ings?

In the wilderness John cries, “Prepare the way of the Lord. Make his paths straight.”          

When I thought about “preparing the way,” what came into my mind was sweeping the path out-
side my study door. I rarely do this. Usually I’m running from one thing to the next with barely enough 
time to even notice the path, least of all what is on it. But when I do sweep the path, first of all, I slow 

Continued on Page 2
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Prayers Before Mass
   When we enter the church, we come into the 
Presence of the Living God. Take the time be-
fore Mass to place yourself in His Presence and to 
ask for His Mercy for your sins and those of the 
whole world, that the Sacrifice of the Mass may 
not be offered in vain.

Most Holy Trinity, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
I adore You profoundly
and I offer you the most Sacred
Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity
of our Lord Jesus Christ,
present in all the Tabernacles of the 
world
in reparation for the 
sacrileges, outrages and indifference
to which He is everywhere subjected.
Through the infinite merits of His Most 
Sacred Heart and the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, I ask the conversion of 
poor sinners.

My God, I believe I adore, I trust and I 
love You.
I beg pardon for those who do not be-
lieve, do not adore, do not trust and do 
not love You.

Chaplet of Divine Mercy

On Rosary Beads pray:
Our Father…..

Hail Mary …..

I believe in One God….

On the large beads say:
Eternal Father,
I offer You the Body and Blood
Soul and Divinity
of Your Dearly Beloved Son,
Our Lord Jesus Christ 
in atonement for our sins
and those of the whole world.

On the small beads say:

For the sake of His sorrowful Passion
have mercy on us and on the whole 
world.

At the conclusion say three times

Holy God
Holy Mighty One
Holy Immortal One
Have mercy on us and on the whole 
world.

For the Faithful Departed:

Eternal Rest Grant Them O Lord
And let perpetual light shine upon 
them. May they rest in peace.

May their souls and all the souls of the 
Faithful departed , through the mercy 
of God rest in peace. Amen.

Continued from front cove

down. I like to sweep. I like watching the pathway clear, the bricks emerge. Some-
times I remember watching the friend who built the path lay down the bricks on the 
sand. Esther de Waal, a historian of Celtic spirituality, says that one of the gifts of 
Celtic life was that “it was a practice in which ordinary people in their daily lives took 
the tasks that lay to hand but treated them sacramentally, as pointing to a greater 
reality which lay beyond them. It is an approach to life which we have been in danger 
of losing, this sense of allowing the extraordinary to break in on the ordinary.”

           when I’m slowed down, to watch for the bricks, to remember the friend 
who made the path, becomes a form of prayer, and that in turn becomes a way of 
allowing the extraordinary to break in on the ordinary.

   Isn’t that what we are preparing for, and awaiting this season? The extraordi-
nary in the ordinary?

   We often settle for less in our lives. We get too impressed with strength and 
security or with the status quo. We are not willing to stop for a moment, or go out 
into the wilderness. An experienced rabbi was once asked why so few people were 
finding God. He replied that people were not willing to look that low.

   The one who is bringing heaven to earth this Advent season is the one who 
lights up the ordinary with the extraordinary.

   John was waiting for a great religious leader, a man—he had to be a man in 
that day and age—who might very well overthrow the Roman empire and restore the 
Jewish people to their lost glory. A master, one who would cause everyone to bow 
down before him.  John would grovel at his feet.

    But the one who is coming into the world didn’t cause men and women to bow 
down or grovel before him. This one welcomed children, ate with anyone; he treated 
everyone as if they were a human being. He shared in our common life, ate our food 
and drink, healed the sick, the blind and the lame. And on the last night of his life, he 
knelt down at the feet of his friends.

   The great good news of the gospel is that the world it reveals to us is upside-
down from what John expected, and from what we expect.

After his conversion, St. Francis 
saw the world in a new way.

           “He saw everything upside 
down,” said a theologian at Claremont 
College. “He was not enamored at the 
strength and security of well-grounded 
towers, walled city states and impres-
sive cathedrals. Rather, he saw every-
thing hanging over nothing.”  Every-
thing hanging over nothing.  “And he 
was astonished, but grateful, that eve-
rything did not fall down.”

           We often settle for less 
because we are not willing to take a 
tumble, we are not willing to stand on 
our heads, we are not willing to listen 
for the smallest, most tender voice.

           The one who is coming 
into the world this Advent season is 
not an all powerful leader or an arro-
gant master. The one who is coming 
into the world kneels at the feet of his 
friends, washes them tenderly, and 
goes to his death with one last re-
quest: "You must love one another."

                  Love is the power that 
makes things, that allows things to 
cohere, to coalesce, to reconcile. Love 
is the power that creates out of the 
chaos and questions of the wilderness 
a restored and resurrected world. Love 
is the power that answers our Advent 
longing .

Monday
Advent Weekday

Isaiah 35:1-10

Luke 5:17-26

Tuesday
St. Damasus I

Isaiah 40:1-11

Matthew 18:12-14

Wednesday
Our Lady of Guadalupe

Zechariah 2:14-17

Luke 1:26-38

Thursday
St. Lucy

Isaiah 41:13-20

Matthew 11:11-15

Friday
St. John of the Cross

Isaiah 48: 17-19

Matthew 11:16-19

Saturday
Advent Weekday

Sirach 48:1-4, 9-11

Matthew 17 9-13

Third Sunday 

of Advent

(Gaudete Sunday)

Isaiah 35:1-6

James 5:7-10

Matthew 11:2-11

This Week’s Scripture
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Current Events Liturgical Ministers

Schedule

Saturday, December 8
Vigil of  the 

Second Sunday of Advent
4:00 p.m. St. Martin’s

Servers Michael Lingobardo

Lectors Martina Lingobardo

EMOC Mary  Lake

Sunday, December 9
Second Sunday of Advent

8:30 a.m St. Paul’s

Lectors Mark Fallon

EMOC Barbara Passarelli

Sunday, December 9
Second Sunday of Advent

11:00 a.m. St. Martin’s

Servers Tara Flor
Lauren Marco

Lectors Barry Corrigan

EMOC K. Kemp
A. Whitehead
Kim Marco

ST. MARTIN’S

 CHURCH CLEANING TEAM

December 6, 2007

Bill Leahy 

Matt Menapace

Please Remember in Prayer

Jean Barton
Mel Darrow

Mary Grace Donohue
Kristen Garrison
Pearena Hubel

Jewel Lee
Anthony LaCalamita

Julia Padaletti
Pat Stewart

Janina Swistro

All are invited to attend 
the Christmas Cantata 
Carol of Christmas by 
John W. Peterson at the 
Thompson United Meth-
odist Church in Thomp-
son on Sunday, Decem-
ber 16, 2007 at 3:00 p.m. 
This is a presentation of 
the Ecumenical Choir 
directed by Brenda 

Tiffany. Piano accompaniment is by Dr. Christine 
Sezer. Refreshments will be served following the 
presentation.

Advent Reconciliation Services
Sunday December 16th   
St. Martin’s                                         2 p.m.
St. John, Susquehanna            4:30 p.m.

Wednesday, December 19th          7:00 p.m.
St. Lawrence, Great Bend

All parishioners are strongly encouraged to “get 
to Confession” before Christmas.

Christmas Basket Raffle
Check out the lovely baskets on display in 
the vestibule of St. Martin’s Church. Tickets 
sell for $1.00 each  or 6 for $5.00. The Draw-
ing will take place on Sunday, December 
16th, following the 11 a.m. Mass.

Thursday 
Evening 
Holy Hour
 this Thursday at  
7 p.m. in 
St. Martin’s 
Church.
Do Not be afraid 
of your Savior, O 
sinful soul. I make the first move to 
come to you, for I know that by your-
self you are unable to lift yourself to 
Me. Child, do not run away from your 
Father; be willing to talk openly with 
your God of mercy who wants to speak 
words of pardon and lavish his graces 
on you. How dear your soul is to Me! I 
have inscribed your name on My hand; 
you are engraved as a deep wound in 
My Heart.         (Diary of St. Faustina #1485)

The Retirement Fund for Religious 
benefits those women and men who, as vowed 
members of Catholic religious communities, 
have dedicated their lives to prayer and minis-
try. The Fund benefits both contemplative and 
active religious communities.

The collection for the Retirement Fund 
for Religious will be taken up this weekend 
at all Masses. Envelopes for this collection 
are included in your December packets. 
Please be as generous as your means allow.

Support Marriage Amendment

Contact your state Senator to urge 
him or her to support an amendment to the 
Constitution of Pennsylvania defining marriage 
as the union of one man and one woman, with 
no recognition for any marriage-like unions. 

Sandra Major

State Representative District 111

Hon. Sandra Major
RR7, Box 7186
Montrose, PA 18801 
(570) 278-3374
Fax: (570) 278-2952

Hon. Sandra Major
130 N. Bridge Street
Tunkhannock, PA 18657 
(570) 836-5888

Hon. Sandra Major
417 Main Capitol Building
PO Box 202111
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2111
(717) 783-2910
Fax: (717) 783-2010 

Lisa Baker

Senate District 20
ADDRESS:Senate Box 203020 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-3020 

ROOM:168 Main Capitol

TELEPHONE:(717) 787-7428
FAX: (717) 787-9242 

D.O. ADDRESS:22 Dallas Shopping Center 
Dallas, PA 18612 
(570) 675-3931 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:lbaker @pasenate.gov

Christmas Presents
As you try to find that “perfect” gift for 
that “special someone” do not forget the 
gift that you give to God. May your gen-
erosity to your parish at Christmastime be 
a true reflection of our Father’s Love for 
you.

End of the Year Statements
Please be advised that all donations to the 
parish for the calendar year 2007 must be in 
by December 31. Any donation after that 
time will be credited to 2008 and will not be 
reflected in your 2007 annual statement.
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Hadnagy’s Mountain Hideaway 

Guest House
Frank and JoAnn Hadnagy

P. O. Box 9  -Stack Rd.
Thompson, PA 18465

Phone: 570-727-3441  Fax: 570-727-2193

E-Mail: mthdwy@epix.net

Website: mountainhideaway.net

Catering for all Occasions

ARMETTA’S

PIZZERIA & PUB

Exit 219 off Rt 81
Gibson, PA

(570) 465-5492

or visit our other location

Armetta’s Restaurant
329 Northern Blvd

Chinchilla, PA
(570) 586—5492

THIS SPACE 
AVAILABLE

For more information,

or to reserve your space, contact

Joanne Hadnagy at 570 727 3441

Lisa Winners Beauty Salon

Susquehanna (570) 853-2727

New Milford (570) 465-5353

Full Hair Care and Nail Salons

Boot– A—Pest
Licensed Residential & Commercial

Pest Control Service

Mortgage Wood destroying Inspections

Ants—Mice– Spiders-Bees and Much more
Over 17 years experience

Jeff Owens              Phone 570-281-9410

Chocolates by Irene
Specialty chocolates for all occasions

570-562-2007
All our chocolate is made to order to insure quality and freshness.

Order today for your special event!
Bridal or Baby Shower    Easter   Christmas     

Birthday Party   or any special occasion

Your Offering last Sunday

Loose  304.00

Candles -0-

Offertory SM 1112.00

Offertory SP -0-

Children’s Offering 3.00

Immaculate Conception 12.00

Dues 91.00

Diocesan Assessment 3.00

Fuel 25.00

Thanksgiving 30.00

Your offering 1,791.00

National Collections

Mission Sunday

Retirement Fund for Reli-
gious 15.00

Total National Collections 15.00

Additional Account Deposits

Debt Reduction  15.00

Total Add. Accounts 25.00

Total Deposits 1,831.00

November 25, 2007

Christmas Memorials 10.00

Christmas 50.00

Mary, Mother of God 10.00

Christmas Flowers 151.00

Carpet-Vinyl-Tile

The Carpet Catalog
Box 173, Jackson Ave.

Thompson, PA 18465

Sales and Installation

(570) 727-3350 

Hours: M-F 10a.m.—5 p.m., Sat. 9a.m.—1 p.m. 

“Chewing”
by Ann Fleming

I chew.

I chew about this.

I chew about that.

I chew about them.

All that chewing, 

I’m still not satisfied.

I’m still not full.

I chew some more.

I chew about what they do.

I chew about what they don’t do.

I masticate.

In the end I discover

I have eaten away

the best part of my life.

America Magazine, 09/17/2007

vol. 197 no. 7 whole number 4785 page 30.
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Briechle & Gelso, LLC
Attorneys at Law

Serving NEPA with 2 offices

Offering Legal Services in

Personal Injury Worker’s Compensation
PA State Court Litigation   Criminal Defense
Federal Court Litigation    Construction Law
Contract Disputes                Estates & Wills
Real Estate              Social Security Disability
Corporate Matters

Michael Briechle, Esq.

Olde Church Emporium
Rt. 92 S.  Jackson
Antiques bought and sold

Furniture  Home Décor   Miniatures  Candles 
Gifts   

God knows what you’ll find there!

Visit our Café and Bake Shoppe.
Café  Bake Shoppe  Tea Room   

Brunch– Lunch   Afternoon Tea  

Baking Bread, Pies and Savories to Order

Open all year Thursday—Sunday 10—5
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

Deborah McNamee, proprietor

or visit us online at

www.oldechurchemporium.com

Joe Frye
Jayne Frye

Owners/Operators

Susquehanna Monuments
for all your cemetery monument needs

R.R. 2 Box 58
Susquehanna, PA 18847

Parish Checkbook this Week
Balance Forward 
(11/30/2007) 2,940.92

Income

Loose 304.00
Candles -0-
Offertory SM 1112.00
Offertory SP -0-
Children 3.00
Immaculate Conception 12.00

Dues 91.00

Diocesan 
Assessment 3.00

Utilities 25.00
Thanksgiving 30.00

Religious Retirement 15.00

Other Income

Total Income 
(12/03/2007) 1,806.00

Balance Forward 2,940.92

+ Income this week   +1,806.00

Total Available 
Funds 4,746.92

Expenditures

Administration 2,530.31
Rectory 283.91
Liturgy 30.00

Religious Education -0-

Plant Operation 
& Maintenance 112.32

Insurance -0-

 Loan Repayment
Interest -0—

Catholic School Sub-
sidy -0-

Total Expenses 2,956.54

Funds Available 4,746.92

- expenses -2,956.54

Balance 
(12/06/2007) 1,790.38

Christmas 50.00
Mary Mother of God 10.00

Christmas Flowers 151.00

28 Maple St.
P.O. Box 261
Montrose, PA 
18801
(570) 278-2430

120 S. Franklin St.
Wilkes-Barre, PA
18701

(570)826-1405

Phone: 570-853-3601
Fax:      570-853-3644

Francisco Martinez, Massage Therapist

Healing Touch Practitioner

Therapeutic Touch—Swedish Massage– Reflexology

House Calls     Gift Certificates Available

By Appointment: (570)815-5566
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The liturgy of the word

45. Together with the Synod, I ask that the liturgy of the word 
always be carefully prepared and celebrated. Consequently I urge 
that every effort be made to ensure that the liturgical proclama-
tion of the word of God is entrusted to well- prepared readers. Let 
us never forget that "when the Sacred Scriptures are read in the 
Church, God himself speaks to his people, and Christ, present in his 
own word, proclaims the Gospel"(135). When circumstances so sug-
gest, a few brief words of introduction could be offered in order to 
focus the attention of the faithful. If it is to be properly understood, 
the word of God must be listened to and accepted in a spirit of 
communion with the Church and with a clear awareness of its 
unity with the sacrament of the Eucharist. Indeed, the word which 
we proclaim and accept is the Word made flesh (cf. Jn 1:14); it is 
inseparably linked to Christ's person and the sacramental mode of 
his continued presence in our midst. Christ does not speak in the 
past, but in the present, even as he is present in the liturgical ac-
tion. In this sacramental context of Christian revelation (136), 
knowledge and study of the word of God enable us better to ap-
preciate, celebrate and live the Eucharist. Here too, we can see 
how true it is that "ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of Christ" 
(137).

To this end, the faithful should be helped to appreciate the riches 
of Sacred Scripture found in the lectionary through pastoral initia-
tives, liturgies of the word and reading in the context of prayer 
(lectio divina). Efforts should also be made to encourage those 
forms of prayer confirmed by tradition, such as the Liturgy of the 
Hours, especially Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer and Night 
Prayer, and vigil celebrations. By praying the Psalms, the Scripture 
readings and the readings drawn from the great tradition which 
are included in the Divine Office, we can come to a deeper experi-
ence of the Christ-event and the economy of salvation, which in 
turn can enrich our understanding and participation in the cele-
bration of the Eucharist (138).

The homily

46. Given the importance of the word of God, the quality of homi-
lies needs to be improved. The homily is "part of the liturgical ac-
tion" (139), and is meant to foster a deeper understanding of the 
word of God, so that it can bear fruit in the lives of the faithful. 
Hence ordained ministers must "prepare the homily carefully, 
based on an adequate knowledge of Sacred Scripture" (140). Ge-
neric and abstract homilies should be avoided. In particular, I ask 
these ministers to preach in such a way that the homily closely 
relates the proclamation of the word of God to the sacramental 
celebration (141) and the life of the community, so that the word of 
God truly becomes the Church's vital nourishment and support 
(142). The catechetical and paraenetic aim of the homily should 
not be forgotten. During the course of the liturgical year it is ap-
propriate to offer the faithful, prudently and on the basis of the 
three-year lectionary, "thematic" homilies treating the great 
themes of the Christian faith, on the basis of what has been au-
thoritatively proposed by the Magisterium in the four "pillars" of 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church and the recentCompen-
dium, namely: the profession of faith, the celebration of the Chris-
tian mystery, life in Christ and Christian prayer (143).

St. John of the Cross
December 7th

Juan de Yepes 
was the Castilian 
son of a poor silk 
weaver of Fontibe-
ros, Toledo, Spain 
and was born in 
1542. His father 
was of noble birth; 
he had married 
much beneath him, 
and for that offense 
had been entirely 
cut off by his fam-
ily. He had taken to 
silk weaving as a 
means of liveli-
hood, but had 
never been able to 
make much of it. 
Soon after the birth 
of Juan he died, worn out with the effort to keep his 
wife and three children. The family was left in direst 
poverty; the children grew up always underfed, so 
that to the end of his life Juan remained dwarfed in 
stature.

Unable to learn a trade, he became the servant of 
the poor in the hospital of Medina, while still pursuing 
his sacred studies. In 1563, being then twenty-one, 
he humbly offered himself as a lay-brother to the Car-
melite friars, who, however, knowing his talents, had 
him ordained priest. He would now have exchanged to 
the severe Carthusian Order, had not St. Teresa of 
Avila, with the instinct of a saint, persuaded him to 
remain and help her in the reform of his own Order.

Thus he became the first prior of the Discalced 
(meaning "barefoot") Carmelites. His reform, though 
approved by the general, was rejected by the elder 
friars, who condemned the saint as a fugitive and 
apostate, and cast him into prison, whence he only 
escaped, after nine months' suffering, at the risk of 
his life. Twice again, before his death, he was shame-
fully persecuted by his brethren, and publicly dis-
graced. But his complete abandonment by creatures 
only deepened his interior peace and devout longing 
for heaven.

St. John was a great contemplative and spiritual 
writer. He was proclaimed Doctor of the Church by 
Pope Pius XI on August 24, 1926. He is the patron of 
contemplative life, mystical theology, mystics, and 
Spanish poets.

Excerpted from Little Pictorial Lives of the Saints  © 1878 

Sacramentum Caritatis:
An Apostolic Exhortation of Pope Benedict XVI

Saint of the week
“This great company of witnesses spurs us on to victory!”
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The The The 
Parish Parish Parish 

Community Community Community 
of of of 

St. Martin of Tours St. Martin of Tours St. Martin of Tours 
and and and 

St. Paul St. Paul St. Paul 
the Apostlethe Apostlethe Apostle

 R. R. 1 Box 396
Jackson, PA

 Phone: (570) 756-2541

 Fax: (570) 756-2105

 E-Mail:

parish@martinoftours.com

We’re on the Web!
See us at:

www.martinoftours.com

Parish Mission 
Statement

   
  We, the Roman Catholic Par-
ish of St. Martin of Tours and 
St. Paul the Apostle, in the 
Diocese of Scranton, are a faith 
community of rich, diverse 
talents and cultures.

       We are called to encour-
age all to share God’s gifts, in 
partnership with Him, for the 
good of the Body of Christ. 

       We are a worshipping, 
Eucharistic Community, united 
with the Holy Father, our 
Bishop and our Pastor, to make 
Christ present in our world, 
through the Mass, and united in 
Him, to proclaim the Word of 
God in works of hospitality, 
charity, and mercy.

     We are committed to serv-
ing one another in the name of 
Jesus Christ, so that the King-
dom of God becomes more 
visible in our world today.

This Week in our Parish

Monday

No Morning Mass
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED
Choir—SM 7 p.m.

Tuesday
No Morning Mass  
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED

Wednesday
No Morning Mass  
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED

Thursday
Morning Mass  - 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel
HOLY HOUR  7 p.m. SM

Friday
Morning Mass - 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel

Saturday
Confessions 3:00 p.m. SM
Vigil Mass III Advent  4:00 p.m. SM 

Sunday

Third Sunday of Advent

Confession 8:00 a.m.. SP by request only
Sunday Mass 8:30 a.m. SP
Religious Education Classes 9:30 a.m. SM
Sunday Mass 11:00 a.m. SM
ADVENT RECONCILIATION 
2 p.m. SM     4:30 St. John’s, Susquehanna

Mass Intentions  Week of December 10 –16 
Feast Intention Offered by

Monday �$�G�Y�H�Q�W���:�H�H�N�G�D�\ No Mass Scheduled 

Tuesday �6�W�����'�D�P�D�V�X�V���, No Mass Scheduled 

Wednesday �2�X�U���/�D�G�\���R�I���*�X�D��

Thursday �6�W�����/�X�F�\ Marian La Porta Joe & Helen Castronova

Friday
�6�W�����-�R�K�Q���R�I���W�K�H��

�&�U�R�V�V Louis Mazzocchi Marlene & Family

Saturday No Mass Scheduled

Third Sunday of Advent

Vigil
Saturday 
4 p.m. 

St. Martin’s
Parishioners Pastor

Sunday
8:30 a.m.
St. Paul’s George Hubel Francis Tully

Sunday
11:00 a.m.
St. Martin’s Gert Leahy Dolores Goodger

No Mass Scheduled 

Pastor
Rev. Kenneth M. Seegar

Parish Pastoral Council
Michael Briechle

Mark Fallon

Denise Finnegan

Diane Frye     

Charlene Kempa

Robert Klein

Alfie Lambert

Connie Panasevich

Parish Finance Council
Sharon Panasevich, Chair

Michael Briechle

Richard Lake

Matthew Menapace 

Rita Reavey

Religious Ed Program
Gina Baker

Charlene Kempa

Alfie Lambert

Anthony Maloney

Maureen Maloney

Diane Monteforte

Ruth Zeck
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The Tremendous Value of Holy Mass

       At the hour of death the holy Masses you have heard devoutly will be your greatest consolation.
       Every Mass will go with you to Judgment and will plead for pardon for you.
       By every Mass you can diminish the temporal punishment due to your sins, more or less, according to your fervor.
       By devoutly assisting at Holy Mass you render the greatest homage possible to the Sacred Humanity of Our Lord.
       Through the Holy Sacrifice, Our Lord Jesus Christ supplies for many of your negligences and omissions.
       He forgives you all the venial sins which you are determined to avoid.
       The power of Satan over you is diminished.
       By piously hearing Holy Mass you afford the Souls in Purgatory the greatest possible relief.
       One Holy Mass heard during your life will be of more benefit to you than many heard for you after your death.
       Through Holy Mass you are preserved from many dangers and misfortunes which would otherwise have befallen you. You 
shorten your Purgatory by every Mass.
       During Holy Mass you kneel amid a multitude of holy Angels, who are present at the Adorable Sacrifice, with reverential awe.
       Through Holy Mass you are blessed in your temporal goods and affairs.
       When you hear Holy Mass devoutly, offering it to Almighty God in honor of any particular Saint or Angel, thanking God for the 
favors bestowed on him, you afford that Saint or Angel a new degree of honor, joy and happiness, and draw his special love and pro-
tection on yourself.
       Every time you assist at Holy Mass, besides other intentions, you should offer it in honor of the Saint of the day.
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Holy Mass and the Souls in Purgatory

       Once we have left this world, there is nothing we will desire more than the celebration of Holy Mass for our souls. The Holy 
Sacrifice of the Altar is the most powerful intercessory prayer, for it surpasses every prayer, every penance and every good work. Nor 
will it be difficult for us to understand that if we recall that the Sacrifice of the Mass is the same Sacrifice of Jesus, which He offered 
on the Cross and which He now offers on the altar with its infinite expiatory value. Jesus immolated, is the true Victim of 
"Propitiation for our sins" (1 John 2:2) and His Divine Blood is effused "unto remission of sins" (Matt. 26:28). Absolutely nothing can 
be equalled to Holy Mass, and the salutary fruits of the Sacrifice can be extended to an unlimited number of souls.

       One time, during the celebration of Holy Mass in the Church of St. Paul at the Three Fountains in Rome, St. Bernard saw an 
unending stairway which went up to Heaven. Very many angels went up and down on it, carrying from Purgatory to Paradise the 
souls freed by the Sacrifice of Jesus, renewed by priests on the altars all over the world.

       Thus, at the death of one of our relatives, let us take much more care about having celebrated, and assisting at, Holy Masses for 
him, rather than about the flowers, the dark clothes and the funeral procession ...

       There are recounted many apparitions of souls being purified in Purgatory who came to ask Padre Pio to offer Holy Mass for 
their intentions so that they would be able to leave Purgatory. One day he celebrated Holy Mass for the father of one of his fellow 
Franciscan brothers. At the end of the Holy Sacrifice, Padre Pio said to his brother, "This morning the soul of your father has entered 
into Heaven." The brother was very happy to hear that, yet he said to Padre Pio, "But, Father, my good father died thirty-two years 
ago." "My son," Padre Pio replied, "before God everything is paid for." And it is Holy Mass which obtains for us a price of infinite 
value: The Body and the Blood of Jesus, the "Immaculate Lamb" (Apoc. 5:12) .

       During a sermon one day, the Holy Curé of Ars gave the example of a priest who, celebrating Mass for his deceased friend, after 
the Consecration prayed as follows, "Holy and Eternal Father, let us make an exchange. You possess the soul of my friend in Purga-
tory; I have the Body of Your Son in my hands. You liberate for me my friend, and I offer to You, Your Son, with all the merits of 
His Passion and Death."

       Let us remember: All prayers and good works offered for a soul are good and commendable, but when we can, let us above all 
have celebrated Holy Masses (especially the Thirty Gregorian Masses), for the souls of the deceased who are dear to us.

       In the life of Blessed Henry Suso we read that as a young man he had made this agreement with a brother of his religious order, 
"Whichever one of us outlives the other, let him hasten the glory of the one who has passed into eternity with the celebration of one 
Holy Mass every week." The companion of Blessed Henry died first in a mission territory. Blessed Henry remembered his promise for 
a little while, then, because he had been obliged to celebrate Masses for others, he substituted the weekly Mass which he had promised 
his friend with prayers and penances. But his friend appeared to him and scolded him, "Your prayers and your penances are not suffi-
cient for me, I need the Blood of Jesus," "because it is with the Blood of Jesus that we pay the debts of our sins" (Col. 1:14).

       Also, the great St. Jerome has written that "for every Mass devoutly celebrated many souls leave Purgatory and they fly to 
Heaven." The same must be said for Holy Masses devoutly heard. St. Mary Magdalen of Pazzi, the well-known Carmelite mystic, was 
in the habit of mentally offering the Blood of Jesus for the purpose of freeing the souls in Purgatory, and in an ecstasy Jesus showed 
her that truly many souls in Purgatory were liberated by the offering of the Precious Blood. Nor could it be otherwise because, as St. 
Thomas Aquinas teaches, that just one drop of the Blood of Jesus with Its infinite value, can save the whole universe from every of-
fense.

       Let us, therefore, pray for the souls in Purgatory, and free them from their pains by having celebrated and hearing many Holy 
Masses. "All good works taken together," said the holy Curé of Ars, "cannot have the value of one Holy Mass, because they are the 
works of men, whereas the Holy Mass is the work of God."
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