First Sunday of Advent 2 December 2007

Bringing Heaven To Earth Here And Now

The readings for the first Sunday in Advent are especially provocative
to someone like me whose life work lies in ecology and evolutionary biology. The
readings in both the Hebrew and Christian Testaments develop a vision of life in
heaven, and of our prospects for ever going to heaven. My calling lies in how to
make our present life, and the earth we live in day to day, as much like heaven as
possible. And so the readings for this Sunday lead me to ponder why life on this
earth seems so far removed from the conditions described for our life hereafter.

In the Hebrew Testament reading, the prophet Isaiah foretells of an
existence where "peoples shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears
into pruning hooks; [and] nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither
shall they learn war any more."

Why can't we do this now? Why must we wait for the Kingdom of
Heaven to experience this vision of peace? Is there something lodged in our biol-
ogy beyond our control that prevents us from attaining this vision here on earth?
Or could we all just simply agree to make peace now and for ever more, and have
failed to do so merely because we haven't had the will or the social institutions to
accomplish this end? If war is in our biology, the prospects for peace on earth
seem bleak.

Alas, biologists tell us that conflict is indeed in our genes, and war is
merely one manifestation of our essential nature. | find that theologians simply
concede such scientific pronouncements and then contemplate how best to live in
light of these "realities." But as a biologist, | wonder whether my colleagues are
correct? Yes, of course conflict is evident throughout the natural world, but is con-
flict all there is to the natural world? Or, is peaceful cooperation also a biological
possibility?

Consider instead the vision of St. Paul. In his first letter to the Corin-
thians St. Paul teaches that through sharing the bread of holy communion and
through baptism Christians become one in body. St. Paul explains that the body
has many interdependent parts, and no part can quit or be kicked out. This theme
of a diverse community as one organic body, with each part different from one
another yet essential to the whole, runs throughout St. Paul’s teachings, and yet
also runs throughout evolutionary biology and ecology today.

Indeed, many species seem to live their lives exactly as St. Paul envi-
sions. These are species in which it is hard to distinguish one individual from an-
other. In fact, the possibility of conflict and war traces to emphasizing individual-
ism over community. Species vary on how much individualism they exhibit. Here
are just two examples.

Mushrooms spring up from a network of tiny tubes in the ground. Nu-
clei, the little sacs within cells where the genes occur, shuttle back and forth
through the tubes. A 2,400-acre site in eastern Oregon has had a contiguous
growth of underground tubes estimated to be 2,200 years old. Imagine a single
living structure 2,400 acres big, a gigantic body with millions of more-or-less
autonomous parts. Or consider a "super-colony" of the red wood ant on a coastal
plain in Hokkaido, Japan which has 306 million workers and over a million queens
living in 45,000 interconnected nests across a territory of 2.7 square km.

Of course, there's still some conflict even within giant networks of
mushrooms or giant colonies of ants. Maybe they haven't completely melted their
swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks, but they've made
progress. Our species too can do better at keeping the peace, if the success at
managing individualism seen in other species can be taken as a guide, and if we
can fix as our goal the communitarian vision of St. Paul that we are all of one
body...... Continued on Page 2
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Prayers Before Mass

When we enter the church, we come into the
Presence of the Living God. Take the time be-
fore Mass to place yourself in His Presence arn
ask for His Mercy for your sins and those of the
whole world, that the Sacrifice of the Mass ma,

not be offered in vain.

Most Holy Trinity,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

| adore You profoundly

and | offer you the most Sacred

Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity

of our Lord Jesus Christ,

present in all the Tabernacles of the
world

in reparation for the

sacrileges, outrages and indifference
to which He is everywhere subjected.
Through the infinite merits of His Most
Sacred Heart and the Immaculate
Heart of Mary, | ask the conversion of
poor sinners.

My God, | believe | adore, | trust and |
love You.

| beg pardon for those who do not be-
lieve, do not adore, do not trust and do
not love You.

Chaplet of Divine Mercy

On Rosary Beads pray:
Our Father.....

Hail Mary .....

| believe in One God....

On the large beads say:

Eternal Father,

| offer You the Body and Blood
Soul and Divinity

of Your Dearly Beloved Son,
Our Lord Jesus Christ

in atonement for our sins

and those of the whole world.

On the small beads say:

For the sake of His sorrowful Passion
have mercy on us and on the whole
world.

At the conclusion say three times

Holy God

Holy Mighty One

Holy Immortal One

Have mercy on us and on the whole
world.

For the Faithful Departed:

Eternal Rest Grant Them O Lord
And let perpetual light shine upon
them. May they rest in peace.

May their souls and all the souls of the
Faithful departed , through the mercy
of God rest in peace. Amen.

Spiritual Life

V

d to Continued from front cover

And the readings from the Christian Testament also resonate with me. In the
Gospel of Matthew, Jesus teaches, "Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on
what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had
known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake
and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready,

for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour."

Many in the environmental community have feared that Christians
would use the tone of this passage as an excuse to avoid caring for their environ-
ment, would stand by and let the earth heat up through global warming, and pas-
sively watch the extinction of species as the forests they live in are cut. Many envi-
ronmentalists fear that Christians avoid heeding their responsibility to care for their
Garden of Eden, expecting that the second coming will save them just in time,
yanking them from the earth into heaven just before the earth goes up in flames.
It's a fact of our times that mistrust between scientists, including environmentalists,

and persons of faith has never been greater.

But let's reflect on Jesus' teaching a little more. Jesus says the second
coming could be tomorrow, sure, but also could be anytime, perhaps a very long
time from now. That's the point, the coming is unpredictable, like the coming of the
thief at night. So, be kind and loving now, because the second coming could be to-
morrow and this is your last chance to do the right thing, and be kind and loving
forever, because the second coming could be an eternity from now, and this is how
to make life on our own earth as near as possible to life in heaven.

For further reflection

O Inwhat ways does the human propensity for conflict, individualism,

and competition manifest itself?
O

* What about our inclinations to

co-operation and community?

5

* What tilts the scales in one

Thursday Evening Holy Hour
this Thursday at 7 p.m. in
St. Martin’s Church.

All Parishioners are strongly encour-
aged to take part in this time before

the Lord in the Blessed Sacrament as we

pray for the future of our Parish Com- Wednesday Isaiah 25:6-10
munity. Advent Weekday Matthew 15:29-37
Our Lord is waiting for YOU!
Thursday Isaiah 46: 1-6

Th | t t fi

e graces | grant you are not for you St. Nicholas Matthew 7:21-27
alone, but for a great number of other
souls as well... And your heart is My con-
stant dwelling place, despite the misery Friday Isaiah 29:17-24
that you are. .l unite Myslelf with you, take At. Ambrose Matthew 9:27-31
away your misery and give you My Mercy.
| perform works of mercy in every soul. .
The greater the sinner, the greater the Saturda Genesis 3:9-15, 20
right he has to My Mercy. My mercy is y Ephesians 1:3-6, 11+

i i IMMACULATE

confirmed |.n every work qf My hangs. He Luke 1:26-38
who trusts in My mercy will not perish,
for all his affairs are Mine, and his ene-
mies will be shattered at the base of My Isaiah 11:1-10

footstool.

(Diary of St. Faustina #

723)

This Week’s Scripture

Monday

St. Francis Xavier

Tuesday
St John Damascene

Second Sunday
of Advent

Isaiah 4:2-6
Matthew 8;5-11

Isaiah 11:1-10
Luke 10:21-14

Romans 15:4-9
Matthew 3:1-12
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Current Events

The Retirement Fund for Religious
benefits those women and men who, as vowe
members of Catholic religious communities,
have dedicated their lives to prayer and minis-
try. The Fund benefits both contemplative and
active religious communities.

The collection for the Retirement Fund
for Religious will be taken up next weekend
at all Masses. Envelopes for this collection
are included in your December packets.
Please be as generous as your means allow.

Thank You to the Women'’s Societyfor the
purchase of the new mats at the entrances of
St. Martin’s Church. They are a great improve
ment.

Thank You also to all who donated toward the
Holiday Hospitality Baskets. Your gifts brough
joy to many people.

Advent Reconciliation Service

Sunday December 16th
St. Martin’s 2p.m.
St. John, Susquehanna 4:30 p.m.

All parishioners are strongly encouraged to
“get to Confession” before Christmas.
Prepare your heatrts to receive the Lord.

- All are invited to attend
b3 the Christmas Cantata
x}-g Carol of Christmas by

John W. Peterson at the
Thompson United Meth-
odist Church in Thomp-
son on Sunday, Decem-

ber 2, 2007 at 3:00 p.m.
EHHIST.“_{S This is a presentation of

the Ecumenical Choir

directed by Brenda
Tiffany. Piano accompaniment is by Dr. Christine
Sezer. Refreshments will be served following the
presentation.

Poinsettia Sale

~ The proposed Parish

' Council Poinsettia Sale

. has been cancelled this

~ year. After consultation
with the greenhouse, it
was determined that
there is not enough time
to carry this off properly.
Look for the poinsettia

sale next Christmas.

Christmas Basket Raffle

Check out the lovely baskets on display in
the vestibule of St. Martin’s Church. Tickets
sell for $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00. The
Drawing will take place on Sunday, Decem-
ber 16th, following the 11 a.m. Mass.

SOLEMNITY OF THE

| IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

Saturday of this week is the Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception—a holyday of Obliga|
tion in the United States. The First Council of

Baltimore declared Mary under the title Im-

maculate Conception as patroness of this cod

try, therefore, the annual celebration of this

feast is a holyday of obligation, even when it

falls on a Saturday or Monday.

The vigil Mass will be observed Friday at 7 p.

in St. Martin’s.

On Saturday, Mass on the feast day will be

offered at 9 a.m. in St. Martin's

The Saturday evening Mass does not fulfill
the Obligation for the Solemnity.

It

Support Marriage Amendment

Contact your state Senator to urge

him or her to support an amendment to the

Constitution of Pennsylvania defining marriage
as the union of one man and one woman, with

no recognition for any marriage-like unions.
Sandra Major
State Representative District 111

Hon. Sandra Major
RR7, Box 7186
Montrose, PA 18801
(570) 278-3374

Fax: (570) 278-2952

Hon. Sandra Major

130 N. Bridge Street
Tunkhannock, PA 18657
(570) 836-5888

Hon. Sandra Major

417 Main Capitol Building
PO Box 202111
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2111
(717) 783-2910

Fax: (717) 783-2010

Lisa Baker
Senate District 20

ADDRESS: Senate Box 203020
Harrisburg, PA 17120-3020

ROOM: 168 Main Capitol

TELEPHONE: (717) 787-7428
FAX: (717) 787-9242

D.O. ADDRESS: 22 Dallas Shopping Center
Dallas, PA 18612
(570) 675-3931

E-MAIL ADDRESS: |baker @pasenate.gov

Liturgical Ministers
Schedule

Saturday, December 8
Vigil of the
Second Sunday of Advent
4:00 p.m. St. Martin’s

IServers

Lectors
EMOC

Sunday, December 9
Second Sunday of Advent
8:30 a.m St. Paul's

Lectors
EMOC
Sunday, December 9

Second Sunday of Advent
11:00 a.m. St. Martin’s

Servers

Lectors
EMOC

ST. MARTIN'S
CHURCH CLEANING TEAM
December 6, 2007
Bill Leahy
Matt Menapace

Please call, write or email as soon as possible

Pay a visit to his or her office if you can.

Please Remember in Prayer

Jean Barton
Mel Darrow
Mary Grace Donohue
Kristen Garrison
Pearena Hubel
Jewel Lee
Anthony LaCalamita
Julia Padaletti
Janina Swistro
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Carpet-Vinyl-Tile
The Carpet Catalog
Box 173, Jackson Ave.
Thompson, PA 18465
Sales and Installation
(570) 727-3350

Hours: M-F 10a.m.—5 p.m., Sat. 9a.m.—1 p.m.

Hadnagy’s Mountain Hideaway
Guest House
Frank and JoAnn Hadnagy

P. 0. Box 9 -Stack Rd.
Thompson, PA 18465

Phone: 570-727-3441 Fax: 570-727-4

E-Mail: mthdwy@epix.net
Website: mountainhideaway.net

Catering for all Occasions

ARMETTA'S
PIZZERIA & PUB

Exit 219 off Rt 81
Gibson, PA
(570) 465-5492

or visit our other location

Armetta’s Restaurant

329 Northern Blivd
Chinchilla, PA

(570) 586—5492

Lisa Winners Beauty Salon

Susquehanna (570) 853-2727
New Milford (570) 465-5353

Full Hair Care and Nail Salons

THIS SPACE
AVAILABLE

For more information,
or to reserve your space, contact
Joanne Hadnagy at 570 727 3441

1

Your Offering last Sunday

A Word to the Wise......

November 25, 2007

On December 7th, New Line Cin
ema will release a film calletiThe

Golden Compass” based on Philip
Pullman’sHis Dark Materialdrilogy.

The books are vehemently anti-
Catholic and anti-God but the movie

has been altered somewhat. .
Philip Pullman is an avowed

atheist who wrote his novels in an ef
fort to draw readers into an atheistic

worldview. In the books, which have
old extremely well, the protagonists

) esist the evil power of the

“Magisterium”, and it becomes in-

creasingly clear as the reader moves
through the trilogy that this

“Magisterium” represents the Catholic

Church and that the ultimate evil
behind it is God Himself. The trilogy
consists aVorthern Light{published

in the US asThe Golden Compaygs

Loose 406.66
Candles 21.15
Offertory SM 1,008.00
Offertory SP 225.00
Children’s Offering 6.75
Immaculate Conception -0-
Dues 20.00
Diocesan Assessment 29.00
Fuel 68.00
Thanksgiving 200.00
Your offering 1,984.56

The Subtle Knifeand The Amber Spyt
glass

National Collections

In a 2003 interview, Pullman
stated point blank that “my books

Mission Sunday

are about killing God.” He has also
said he wants to “kill God in the ming

7))

Retirement Fund for Reli-
gious

of children.”
In any case, the Catholic Leaguy

D

-0-

Total National Collections

for Religious and Civil Rights has
launched a two-month protest cam-

Additional Account Deposits

paign calling for a boycott of the film|

All Soul’'s Day

Debt Reduction 187.00
Total Add. Accounts 187.00
Total Deposits 2,159.66

Boot— A—Pest

Licensed Residential & Commercial
Pest Control Service

Mortgage Wood destroying Inspections

Ants—Mice— Spiders-Bees and Much more
Over 17 years experience

Jeff Owens Phone 570-281-941
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Parish Checkbook this

Week

Balance Forward

Chocolates by Irene

Specialty chocolates for all occasions
570-562-2007

Olde Church Emporium

Rt. 92 S. Jackson
Antiques bought and sold

All our chocolate is made to order to insure quality and freshng

1S4

(11/21/2007) 378.58 Order today for your special event!
Income Bridal or Baby Shower Easter Christmas
Birthday Party or any special occasion
Loose 406.66
Candles 21.15 THE JOKE'S ON YOU by Bhil Fyder & YOU
Offertory SM 1008.00
Offertory SP 225.00
Children 6.75
Immaculate Conception
Dues 20.00
Diocesan
Assessment 29.00
Utilities 68.00
Thanksgiving 200.00
Donation 1000.00
Other Income 50.00 "Honest, guys! | swear it was self-
Total Income defense!”
(11/26/2007) 3,034.56 - Perry Kowvach « Unknown
Balance Forward 378.58
+ Income this week 3,034.56
Total Available 3.413.14
Funds
Expenditures
Administration 30.00
Rectory -0-
Liturgy 300.00
Religious Education -0-
Plant Operation
& Maintenance 142.22 ~| . - _
never realized spiritual food was

Insurance -0- so full of calories, Bev. Jones.
Loan Repayment -0-
Interest
Catholic School Sub- -0-
sidy
Total Expenses 472.22
Funds Available 3,413.14
- expenses -472.22
Balance (11/28/2007)

2,940.92

“I THOUGHT YOU WERE GOING TO
‘LEAD ME NOT INTO TEMPTATION.™

- Furniture Home Décor Miniatures Candles

Gifts

God knows what you’ll find there!

Visit our Café and Bake Shoppe.
Café Bake Shoppe Tea Room
Brunch— LLunch Afternoon Tea
Baking Bread, Pies and Savories to Order
Open all year Thursday—Sunday 10—5
All Major Credit Cards Accepted
Deborah McNamee, proprietor
or visit us online at
www.oldechurchemporium.com

Joe Frye
Jayne Frye
Owners/Operators

Susquehanna Monuments

for all your cemetery monument needs

R.R.2Box 58 Phone: 570-853-36(
Susquehanna, PA 1884¢,,.  570-853-36.

\* 24

=y

4

Francisco Martinez, Massage Therapi

Healing Touch Practitior

Therapeutic Touch—Swedish Massage— Refle|

House Calls  Gift Certificates Available

By Appointment: (570)815-5566

o]

ner

—

Kkology

Briechle & Gelso, LLC

Attorneys at Law
Serving NEPA with 2 offices

28 Maple St. 120 S. Franklin St.
P.O. Box 261 Wilkes-Barre, PA
Montrose, PA 18701

18801

(570) 278-2430 | (570)826-1405

Offering Legal Services in

Personal Injury  Worker’'s Compensation
PA State Court Litigation Criminal Defeng
Federal Court Litigation Construction La:
Contract Disputes Estates & Wi
Real Estate Social Security Disabi
Corporate Matters

Michael Briechle, Esq.

e
v
Is

ity
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Sacramentum Caritatis:

An Apostolic Exhortation of Pope Benedict XVI

Saint of the week

“This great company of witnesses spurs us on to victo

The structure of the Eucharistic Celebration

iz 43. After mention-
ing the more sig-
nificant elements

| of the ars celebrandi
§ that emerged dur-
ing the Synod, I
would now like to
turn to some spe-
cific aspects of the
structure of the
Eucharistic celebra-
tion which require
special attention at
the present time, if
we are to remain faithful to the underlying intention
of the liturgical renewal called for by the Second
Vatican Council, in continuity with the great ecclesial
tradition.

I 7 7SR
[ TWBINICHD /7 X

The intrinsic unity of the liturgical action

44, First of all, there is a need to reflect on the inher-
ent unity of the rite of Mass. Both in catechesis and
in the actual manner of celebration, one must avoid
giving the impression that the two parts of the rite
are merely juxtaposed. The liturgy of the word and
the Fucharistic liturgy, with the rites of introduction
and conclusion, "are so closely interconnected that
they form but one single act of worship." (132)
There is an intrinsic bond between the word of God
and the Eucharist. From listening to the word of
God, faith is born or strengthened (cf. Row 10:17); in
the Eucharist the Word made flesh gives himself to
us as our spiritual food. (133) Thus, "from the two
tables of the word of God and the Body of Christ,
the Church receives and gives to the faithful the
bread of life." (134) Consequently it must constantly
be kept in mind that the word of God, read and pro-
claimed by the Church in the liturgy, leads to the
Eucharist as to its own connatural end.

St. Ambrose
December 7th

St. Ambrose (340-397) was born at Treves in Gaul, a
territory which embraced modern
France, Britain, Spain, and part
of Africa. He studied in Rome and
later became governor of Liguria
and Aemelia with residence at
Milan. While supervising the elec-
tion of a new bishop of Milan in
374, he himself was suddenly
acclaimed the bishop. He was
only a catechumen at the time.
He was ordained a priest and
consecrated a bishop on Dec. 7.
He wrote much on the Scriptures
and Fathers, preached a homily
every Sunday, resisted the inter-
ference of the secular powers
with the rights of the Church,
opposed the heretics, and was
instrumental in bringing about
the conversion of St. Augustine.
He composed many hymns, pro-
moted sacred chant, and took a great interest in the Lit-
urgy.

Around the year 333 Ambrose was born at Trier, the
child of a noble Roman family. After his father's death he
went to Rome, and was soon appointed consul with resi-
dence at Milan. While attempting to settle a dispute be-
tween the Arians and Catholics over the choice of a
bishop, he himself was chosen, although only a catechu-
men at the time. Thereupon he devoted himself whole-
heartedly to the study of theology, and gave his posses-
sions to the poor. He was an illustrious preacher, and
through his sermons brought Augustine to the faith and
baptized him.

Candid and fearless no matter how strong the opposi-
tion, Ambrose was directed to confront Maximus, the
murderer of the Emperor Gratian. When Maximus refused
to do penance, Ambrose excommunicated him. Later he
denied Emperor Theodosius entrance into church for his
massacre of the inhabitants of Thessalonica. It was on
this occasion that allusion was made to [King] David as a
murderer and adulterer, and Ambrose retorted: "You
have followed him in sin, now follow him in repentance."
Humbly, Theodosius accepted the penance imposed.

We often meet this saint in the Divine Office as a
teacher and as an inspired composer of hyms (fourteen of
the hymns attributed to him are definitely authentic, true
pearls of religious poetry). His writings are vibrant with
ancient Christian liturgical spirit, for his life was wholly
rooted in mystery and sacrament. We can profit greatly
by reading Ambrose's works. He is one of the four great
Latin Doctors of the Church.

Excerpted from  The Church's Year of Grace , Pius Parsch.
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Salvation is Near

Wake up!
Qur salvation is near!

Follow the number maze.
12345678910

10| &

o
"

33
N | -
s
N[ oy B~ |
—
o

10%

6|8

kil g -'-.w;"&x‘(hw 1 0

O~ |w
o

SALVATION

Because the time is short, we should spend
our time wisely —shunning sin and serving God.

Page 7

We should behave day and night.

(Circlethe letters in each picture. [23[2[2]/A\W/[2

So- (AN

N

-

Arrange all the words of the verse in the crossword.
(Even though some words may be repeated in the poem
they appear in the crossword only once.)

0N

G@ The night is nearly aver; the
— day is almost here. So let us
put aside the deeds of darkness
and put on the armor of light.

| |
_

|
@ |
7H mmm

Fill in the rmssmg lettera to
make words that mean the
opposite of the clue word. Put
the letters in the blanks to
complete Paul's command,

. kind

. small

. end

. here

. goodbye
. giants

. rebel
_ _ vev... deserl

> - mMmIZ>» D
—rmrC 3Imom
L ounom-—=Imr

with the Lord Jesus Christ.”
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The
Parish
Community
of
St. Martin of Tours
and
St. Paul
the Apostle

D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
0
9

R. R. 1 Box 396
Jackson, PA

Phone: (570) 756-2541
Fax: (570) 756-2105

E-Mail:
parish@ martinoftours.com

Pastor
Rev. Kenneth M. Seegar

Parish Pastoral Council
Michael Briechle
Mark Fallon
Denise Finnegan
Diane Frye
Charlene Kempa
Robert Klein
Alfie Lambert
Connie Panasevich

Parish Finance Council
Michael Briechle, Chairperson
Richard Lake

Matthew Menapace

Sharon Panasevich

Rita Reavey

Betsy Supancik

Religious Ed Program
Gina Baker

Charlene Kempa

Alfie Lambert

Anthony Maloney
Maureen Maloney
Diane Monteforte

Ruth Zeck

We're on the Web!
See us at:
www.martinoftours.com

D
)
)
)

Mass Intentions Week of December 3 -9

Feast Intention Offered by
Monday 6W )UDQFLYV ;DYLHU No MassScheduled
Tuesday 6W -RKQ 'DPDVBob Young Family
Wednesday $GYHQW :HHN GRshioners Pastor
Thursday 6W 1LFKR OMaMhew Menapace Family
Friday ) ,65V\é 7 $)F5) F- g <R v lgpecial Intention Anonymous

Solemnity of the Immacu

late Conception of th

VIGIL JULGD\ S |P Predds of the Diocese Fr. Ken
FEAST 6DWXUGD\ D [Parishioners Pastor
Second Sunday of Advent
Saturday
Vigil 4 p.m. Eva Dew The Lake Family
St. Martin’s
Sunday 23(])):11?,1 Gertrude Leahy Genevieve Leet

This Week inoous.Parish

St_Martin’s Parishioners

Sunday
7

No Morning Mass

DARICLIAOCCIOCC Ol ACN
S4B IR~ o A~ = g

NMonday

7T =4

Choir—SM 7 p.m.

Oftthat you would
heavens
and come dowrt

vend

Tuesday

Morning Mass - 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel

Wednesday

Morning Mass - 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel

Thursday

Morning Mass - 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel
HOLY HOUR 7 p.m. SM

Friday

Morning Mass - 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel

Vigil Mass of the Immaculate Conception
7 p.m. St. Martin’s

Saturday

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception
Feast day Mass 9 a.m. St. Martin’s
Confessions 3:00 p.m. SM

Vigil Mass llIAdvent 4:00 p.m. SM

Sunday

Second Sunday of Advent

Confession 8:00 a.m.. SP by request only
Sunday Mass 8:30 a.m. SP

Religious Education Classes 9:30 a.m. SM
Sunday Mass 11:00 a.m. SM

Parish Mission
Statement

We, the Roman Catholic Par-
ish of St. Martin of Tours and
St. Paul the Apostle, in the
Diocese of Scranton, are a faith
community of rich, diverse
talents and cultures.

We are called to encour-
age all to share God’s gifts, in
partnership with Him, for the
good of the Body of Christ.

We are a worshipping,
Eucharistic Community, united
with the Holy Father, our
Bishop and our Pastor, to make
Christ present in our world,
through the Mass, and united in
Him, to proclaim the Word of
God in works of hospitality,
charity, and mercy.

We are committed to serv-
ing one another in the name of
Jesus Christ, so that the King-
dom of God becomes more
visible in our world today.

e Blessed Virgin Mary
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