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A Spiritual Revolution
"You who fear my name, for you there will arise the sun of justice with its
healing rays." How consoling, the last part of this sentence from Sunday’s First Read-

ing.

But what about the first? Fear? We thought God was love, not something to be afraid
of. But the scripture is not talking about the fear you get in horror films. Not the

strange noise when you are alone in the house. Fear of God is a reasonable, settled
concern, an awe before what is very much bigger than you. This is the older meaning of
the word: a reverential wonder toward the creator of the universe.

Spiritually speaking, this kind of “fear” is completely necessary for us. Only when we
have it are we ready to start relating to God, to begin maturing in our relation with the
Most High. Only then do we begin to suspect what it really means to say, “God is Love.”

An example. Copernicus showed that the sun does not revolve around the earth, but
rather that the earth circles the sun. | know there is much more to say about this, but
compare just that fact to the attitude most of us have toward God. We usually have
God circling around us, as if we are the center of the universe instead of just a planet.
God is there to help us, we say, to answer our prayers, make us peaceful, make our
side win the ball game, and so on.

Nothing is really wrong with any of these.

But we stand in desperate need of a Copernican revolution. Reverence for God tells us
that God does not exist so that | can be happy. Just the opposite. My life is meant to
revolve around God! God gently maintains in existence all that is, stars, galaxies, lands,
oceans, cities, humans hearts, butterfly wings.

It takes a spiritual revolution to think in this way. What would happen if you or | tried
it?

First, we would be living in truth instead of pretense. The truth of our lives is that hu-

man beings are constructed to have the real God within them, the source and goal of
who they are, instead of the latest fad. If God is greatest, why would we make some-
thing else the center of our life?

Second, the “sun of justice with its healing rays” would shine upon us. God’s love would
appear to us in truth instead of as just a bauble to play with, or a way to find a parking
place. The awesome God'’s love is the gentle source of life, and the at the same time
the affectionate mother of the entire universe.

Advent is coming very soon. The Church will be preparing to see tender love shown
forth in a child. In pre-Advent (now) we have to take in God’s grandeur in its awesome
and fear-invoking stage so we will be small enough to see the baby.

Sothe First Reading andthe Gospel thunder on about the day of reckoning when
“nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom,” and so on. These read-
ings do indeed bring forth awe and fear. They show us who is at the center of the uni-

verse.

And, amazingly, they show us that love is right in the middle of that almighty center.

Rev. John Foley SJ
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Prayers Before Mass Spiritual Life

When we enter the church, we come into the
Presence of the Living God. Take the time be-
fore Mass to place yourself in His Presence arn
ask for His Mercy for your sins and those of the
whole world, that the Sacrifice of the Mass may
not be offered in vain.

Thursday Evening Holy Hour

this Thursday at 7 p.m. in
St. Martin’s Church.

Most Holy Trinity,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

| adore You profoundly

and | offer you the most Sacred

Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity

of our Lord Jesus Christ,

present in all the Tabernacles of the
world

in reparation for the

sacrileges, outrages and indifference
to which He is everywhere subjected.
Through the infinite merits of His Most
Sacred Heart and the Immaculate
Heart of Mary, | ask the conversion of
poor sinners.

All Parishioners are strongly encouraged to take part in
this time before the Lord in the Blessed Sacrament as we
pray for the future of our Parish Community.

Our Lord is waiting for YOU!

B Write this:

| Before | come as the Just Judge, | am coming

as the King of Mercy. Before the Day of Justice

B arrives, there will be given to people a sign in
the heavens of this sort:

All the lights in the heavens will be extin-
guished, and there will be a great darkness over the whole earth. Then the
sign of the Cross will be seen in the sky, and from the openings where the

My God, | believe | adore, | trust and | hands and the feet of the Savior were nailed will come forth great lights
love You. which will shine on the earth for a period of time. This will take place shortly
| beg pardon for those who do not be- before the last day.
lieve, do not adore, do not trust and do (Diary of St. Faustina # 83)
not love You. y ’
Chaplet of Divine Mercy
On Rosary Beads pray: As we apprpach theT enql Qf the Iityrgical year, today’s liturgy paints a frightening pic-
our Father..... ture of the end time: nation rising against nation, plagues and famines, fearful omens and
) great signs, persecutions and trials. The biblical “day of the Lord” will be attifren all the
Hail Mary ..... proud and all evildoers will be stubble, and the day that is coming will set them on fire
o There is no biblical basis for a false
I believe in One God.... hope in inevitable progress. Nowhere in
| - . ! . , .
On the large beads say: the Bible does it say that things will - This Week’s Scripture
gradually get better until at last the king-
Eternal Father, dom is present, and in fact it is closer to
Is%fﬂ?; :guD tici?n?y()dy and Blood the biblical truth to say that things will get | Monday I Maccabees 1:10-53
of Your Dearly Beloved Son, worse before they get better. Weekday Luke 18:35-43
Our Lord Jesus Christ Consider, for example, the matter of
in atonement for our sins deaths caused by war: in the 18th century,
and those of the whole world. about 4 million people died in wars; in the | Tuesday 2 Maccabees 6:18-31
. 19th century, about 8 million people died Weekday Luke 19: 1-10
On the small beads say. in wars; in the 20th century, nearly 100
For the sake of His sorrowful Passion million people died in wars. Wednesday .
have mercy on us and on the whole We know that the Lord comes to rule Presentation of the 2 Maccabees 7:1-31
world. the earth with justice. The scales willbe |5y, . Luke 19:11-28
At the conclusion say three times balanced in the end, ar)d in the me’antlme
we must live out our faith that God’s Thursday )
Holy God plans for us are peace and not disaster. | ¢\ ocelia 1 Maccabees 2:15-29
Holy Mighty One “In today’s world, including the ' Luke 19:41-44
Holy Immortal One world of economics, the prevail- | THANKSGIVING DAY
Have mercy on us and on the whole ing picture is one destined to Frida
world. lead us more quickly toward Yy 1 Maccabees 4:36-37
_ death rather than one of con- St. Clement, Columban | 10.45_48
For the Faithful Departed: cern for true development which | Blessed Miguel Pro '
Eternal Rest Grant Them O Lord would lead all toward a more
And let perpetual light shine upon humanp//fe. John Pau I Saturday 1 Maccabees 6:1-13
them. May they rest in peace. ope Jonn Faul ll, ) 27,
Solicitudo Rei Socialis St. Andrew Dung-Lac | Luke 20:27-40
May their souls and all the souls of the (1987) 24
Faithful departed , through the mercy Solemnity of Christ 2 Samuel 5:1-3
of God rest in peace. Amen. Gerald Darring the King Colossians 1:12-20

Luke 23:35-43
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“ Current Events “ Liturgical Ministers
Please remember in prayer the repose of Thank You to all who participated in our Schedule
the soul ofCharleen L. Durling, Mother Parish Feast day last Sunday. A great Saturday, November 24
of Bonnie Pulice. Charleen died tragically time was had by all! Vigil of the

in a fire this past week. May God grant

her rest with all the saints in His Heavenly Unfortunate|y' due to a stomach virus,

Kingdom.

Our prayers also go with Bonnie and her
family. May they know the consolation of

God’s presence in this time of sorrow and

pain.

We will be collecting Canned Goods for
Susquehanna County TREHAB this
weekend. Please bring your canned
goods and place them in the baskets
provided at the entrances to our
churches. Thank You.

NOW is the time to schedule your
Masses for 2008! Don't wait until
the last minute, otherwise your
“special date” may be taken.

Contact Fr. Ken at the rectory
asap to reserve your dates for
2008.

Holiday Hospitality Baskets
The Parish Women'’s Society is gearing
up for its annual Holiday Hospitality
Baskets.

O If you know anyone in need of a
hospitality basket, contact Betsy
Supancik at 756-2586.

If you would like to donate baked
goods, contact Betsy at 756-2586.

If you would like to make a financial
donation toward the Hospitality
baskets, contact Eileen Hartman at
434-2316. Please make all checks
payable to St. Martin’s Christian
Women'’s Fund

5

Preparation of the baskets will take
place on Saturday, December 1, 2007
at 9 a.m. in St. Martin’s Hall. They will
be available for pickup and delivery at
noon.

Our Parish Choir is gearing up for Christ-
mas eve. They meet on Monday evening

at 7 p.m. in St. Martin’s Church. All mem-

bers of the parish who like to sing are in-
vited to join the Parish Choir.

Sr. Gertrude was unable to be present
for the retreat portion of the day. She
has recovered and is feeling better.

Thanksgiving Day Mass

will be Thursday at 9 a.m. in the Rectg

Chapel.

In the event that there is an “overflow”
crowd (more than 10 people), Mass wijl

be moved into the Church.

| All are invited to
attend the Christ-
mas Cantata Carol
of Christmas by
John W. Peterson
at the Thompson
United Methodist
Church in Thomp-
son on Sunday, De-
cember 2, 2007 at

'. .

(HRISTLS

CAKNTATA 3:00 p.m. This is a
presentation of the

Ecumenical Choir directed by Brenda
Tiffany. Piano accompaniment is by Dr.
Christine Sezer. Refreshments will be
served following the presentation.

(= '__ o
ﬂ'n'ufﬁ

Attention All Children who love to
Sing!

Rehearsals for the Endless Moun-
tains Childrens’ Choir are taking

place every Thursday, 6—8 p.m. at
the South Gibson United Methodist
Church. Dates for upcoming reheais-
als are Nov. 1, Nov. 8, Nov 15, Noy.
29, Dec.6, Dec 13, Dec 20. Commuy-

nity Holiday Performances will be

scheduled. All children grades 4-9
who love to sing are invited to join
this community choir. For more in-

formation, please call 570-756-296]L

or 570-756-3047 or email
drcsezer@yahoo.conor

Solemnity of Christ the King
4:00 p.m. St. Martin’s

Servers Michael Lingobardo
Lectors Martina Lingobardo
EMOC Mary Lake

[y
Sunday, November 25
Solemnity of Christ the King

8:30 a.m St. Paul's

Lectors Peter Janicelli

EMOC Barbara Passarelli

Sunday, November 25
Solemnity of Christ the King
11:00 a.m. St. Martin’s

Servers Anja Whitehead
Katherine Kempa

Lectors Barry Corrigan

EMOC Andy Whitehead

Charlene Kempa
Betty Kwader

ST. MARTIN'S
CHURCH CLEANING TEAM
November 20, 2007
Mary Lake
Joanne Hadnagy

Please Remember in Prayer

Jean Barton
Mel Darrow
Mary Grace Donohue
Kristen Garrison
Pearena Hubel
Jewel Lee
Anthony LaCalamita
Marlene Mazzocchi
Julia Padaletti
Janina Swistro
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Carpet-Vinyl-Tile
The Carpet Catalog
Box 173, Jackson Ave.
Thompson, PA 18465
Sales and Installation
(570) 727-3350

Hours: M-F 10a.m.—5 p.m., Sat. 9a.m.—1 p.m.

Hadnagy’s Mountain Hideaway

Guest House
Frank and JoAnn Hadnagy
P. 0. Box 9 -Stack Rd.
Thompson, PA 18465
Phone: 570-727-3441 Fax: 570-727-1

E-Mail: mthdwy@epix.net
Website: mountainhideaway.net

Catering for all Occasions

ARMETTA'S
PIZZERIA & PUB

Exit 219 off Rt 81
Gibson, PA
(570) 465-5492

or visit our other location

Armetta’s Restaurant

329 Northern Blivd
Chinchilla, PA

(570) 586—5492

Lisa Winners Beauty Salon

Susquehanna (570) 853-2727
New Milford (570) 465-5353

Full Hair Care and Nail Salons

THIS SPACE
AVAILABLE

For more information,
or to reserve your space, contact
Joanne Hadnagy at 570 727 3441

Thank You to the
following parish

Your Offering last Sunday

families who have
participated in the

Thank
F{;gu

November 11, 2007

Diocesan Annual
Appeal so far. We

appreciate their generosity toward the
parish and the Diocese.:

John Klein, Elaine Hobart, Richard So-
den, Contance Schulte, Christina Butto

Mary Marcikonis, Dennis Mann, Francig
Hadnagy, Joseph Monteforte, Stanley

Cominsky, Andrew Banko, lvan Baker,
Jayne Manzer, Robert Gilleran Sr., Mi-

chael Reavey, Joseph Lingobardo, Wil

188m Reuss, Genevieve Leet, Fran
Lipschutz, Mark Fallon, Andrew White-

head, Dominic Zurlo, Dr. Christopher
Lake, Carl Upright, Lee Benedict, Mary|

Merritt, Geraldine Nelson, James Han-
son, Michael Briechle, John Hartman,

Peter Janicelli, Helen Petroski, Veronic
Krall, Martin Petroski, Jr., Patrick

Nocera, Diane Frye, Michael Panasevi
James Stewart, Andrew Genneken, Eli

Loose 275.00
Candles 6.90
]'Offertory SM 994.00
Offertory SP 473.00
Children’s Offering 1.50
All Saints 5.00
Dues 142.00
Diocesan Assessment 10.00
Fuel 315.00
Thanksgiving 5.00
gYour offering 2,227.40

beth Koscelnak, Perina Hubal, Robert
Reddon, Robert Panasevich, Rev. Ken

National Collections

neth Seegar, Richard Burdick, James

Monteforte, Sara Armetta, Joseph Cas
tronova, Kathryn Schroeder, Joseph
Ranieri, Francis Tully, Angelo Petriello,

Nicholas Kravetsky, Frank Supancik, J@etotal National Collections

Mission Sunday 10.00
Retirement Fund for Reli-
gious

10.00

Whitehead, Robert Lambert.
To date, we have raised $5,035 in pled

hes Additional Account Deposits

toward the Annual Appeal. We are still
far from our goal of $11,760.00. If you

All Soul’'s Day

have not made your pledge, we ask thgt Debt Reduction

you do so as soon as possildte.are

counting on you!

10.00
Total Add. Accounts 10.00
Total Deposits 2247.40

Boot— A—Pest

Licensed Residential & Commercial
Pest Control Service

Mortgage Wood destroying Inspections

Ants—Mice— Spiders-Bees and Much more
Over 17 years experience

Jeff Owens Phone 570-281-941
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Parish Checkbook this Week

Balance Forward

Chocolates by Irene

Specialty chocolates for all occasions
570-562-2007

All our chocolate is made to order to insure quality and freshngsg.

Order today for your special event!

Bridal or Baby Shower Easter Christmas

Birthday Party or any special occasion

(11/01/2007) 9509.58
Income
Loose 275.00
Candles 6.90
Offertory SM 994.00
Offertory SP 473.00
Children 1.50
All Saints 500
Dues 142.00
Diocesan
Assessment 10.00
Utilities 315.00
Thanksgiving 5.00
Mission Sunday 10.00

Other Income

Transfer from Building
Fund

Total Income
(11/15/2007) 223740
Balance Forward 9509.58
+ Income this week 2237.40
Total Available
Funds 11,746.98
Expenditures

Administration -0-
Rectory -0-
Liturgy -0-
Religious Education -0-
Plant Operation -0-
& Maintenance
Loan Repayment -0-
Insurance -0-
Total Expenses -0-
Funds Available 11,746.98
- expenses - 0.00
Balance (11/16/2007)

11,746.98

=

r‘\;ﬁz} \%

“The last thing | remember Is Thanksgiving dinner.
| asked for wings.”

i Thank You to all who sup-
i port the work of this parish
i and your pastor.

i Your many kindnesses

i throughout the year are

i deeply appreciated.

May God continue to bless
i you with every good gift.

e

“Thank you for this turkey and dressing
which you have provided, and the broccoli
which the devil has slipped in.”

Olde Church Emporium

Rt. 92 S. Jackson

Antiques bought and sold
Furniture Home Décor Miniatures Candles
Gifts

God knows what you'll find there!
Visit our Café and Bake Shoppe.

Café Bake Shoppe Tea Room

Brunch— Lunch Afternoon Tea
Baking Bread, Pies and Savories to Orfler
Open all year Thursday—Sunday 10{-5

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
Deborah McNamee, proprietor

or visit us online at

www.oldechurchemporium.com

:|R.R. 2 Box 58
i | Susquehanna, PA 1884%,,.

Joe Frye
Jayne Frye
Owners/Operators

Susquehanna Monuments

for all your cemetery monument needs

\* 24

Phone: 570-853-36(
570-853-3644

=y

Francisco Martinez, Massage Therapi

Healing Touch Practitior

Therapeutic Touch—Swedish Massage— Refle

House Calls  Gift Certificates Available

By Appointment: (570)815-5566

D

—F

18

Federal Court Litigation
xologptract Disputes
Real Estate

Corporate Matters

Briechle & Gelso, LLC

Attorneys at Law
Serving NEPA with 2 offices

28 Maple St. 120 S. Franklin St.
P.O. Box 261 Wilkes-Barre, PA
Montrose, PA 18701

18801

(570) 278-2430 | (570)826-1405

Offering Legal Services in

sonal Injury  Worker’'s Compensation
State Court Litigation Criminal Defenge
Construction Layv

Estates & Wi

Social Security Disabifity

Michael Briechle, Esq.
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Sacramentum Caritatis:

An Apostolic Exhortation of Pope Benedict XVI

Saint of the week

“This great company of witnesses spurs us on to victo

Art at the service of the liturgy

41. The pro-
found connec-
tion between
beauty and the
liturgy should
make us atten-
tive to every
work of art
placed at the
service of the
celebration.
(122) Certainly
an important
element of sa-
cred art is
church architecture, (123) which should highlight
unity of the furnishings of the sanctuary, such as t
altar, the crucifix, the tabernacle, the ambo and th
celebrant's chair. Here it is important to rememb
that the purpose of sacred architecture is to offe
Church a fitting space for the celebration of the
teries of faith, especially the Eucharist. (124) Th
very nature of a Christian church is defined by the
liturgy, which is an assembly of the faiteftdl€sia
who are the living stones of the Churchl(&fet
2:5).

This same principle holds true for sacred art in ge
eral, especially painting and sculpture, where relig
iconography should be directed to sacramental
tagogy. A solid knowledge of the history of sacred
can be advantageous for those responsible for co
missioning artists and architects to create works| g
art for the liturgy. Consequently it is essential that
education of seminarians and priests include th
study of art history, with special reference to sacre
buildings and the corresponding liturgical norms
Everything related to the Eucharist should be
marked by beauty. Special respect and care must
be given to the vestments, the furnishings and the
sacred vessels, so that by their harmonious and|o
derly arrangement they will foster awe for the m
tery of God, manifest the unity of the faith and
strengthen devotion (125).

[ds)

e

Blessed Miguel Agustin Pro SJ
November 23

Blessed Miguel
Agustin Pro was born
January 13, 1891, at
Guadalupe Zacatecas,
Mexico. From his child-
hood, high spirits and
happiness were the
most outstanding char-
acteristics of his per-
sonality. The loving and
devoted son of a mining
engineer and a pious
and charitable mother,
Miguel had a special

inity for the working
%sses which he retained all his life.
&t 20, he became a Jesuit novice and shortly
lthereafter was exiled because of the Mexican
tl’t@olution. He traveled to the United States,
MSpain, Nicaragua and Belgium, where he was or-
dained in 1925. Father Pro suffered greatly from a
severe stomach problem and when, after several
operations his health did not improve, in 1926 his
superiors allowed him to return to Mexico in spite
of the religious persecution in the country.

The churches were closed and priests were in
r[lﬂding. Father Pro spent the rest of his life in a
JLAklat ministry to the sturdy Mexican Catholics.
M&addition to fulfilling their spiritual needs, he

&b carried out the works of mercy by assisting
MRe poor of Mexico City with their temporal needs.
He adopted many disguises to carry out his secret
thigistry. In all that he did, he remained filled with
the joy of serving Christ, his King, and obedient to
dligfs superiors.

Falsely accused in a bombing attempt on the
President-elect, Pro became a wanted man. He
@dSdetrayed to the police and sentenced to

»death without the benefit of any legal process.

I onthe day of his death, Father Pro forgave his
>BXecutioners, prayed, bravely refused the blind-

fold, and died proclaiming "Long Live Christ the
King!"
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. . What will be the signs?
Signs of Times to Come z ;

——— Match the pictures.
The disciples were talking
about the beautiful temple. It was decorated with
beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God.
What did Jesus say?

Connect the dots and read the werds along the way.
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Jesus said He would help them.
& What did He say He would do?
But do not worry ...
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The :’) Mass Intentions Week of November 19-25
Parish . " Feast Intention Offered by
Community )
of 2 Monday 'HHNGD\ No Mass Scheduled
St. Martin of Tours :: Tuesday ‘HHNGD\| All Souls Intentions Parish
and 5
St. Paul :’, Wednesday 3UHVHQW DW L FE@drleson Family
the Apostle 5
) 6 W HFH QS o
= * nksgiving for all our .
Thursday 7+$ 1,5$6< 9,1 blessings Parish
R. R. 1 Box 396
Jackson, PA 66 V\\;V &&ROQHXFPHE%W
Phone: (570) 756-2541 Friday %O OLJXHO Q No Mass Scheduled
$IXVWLQ|3UR
Fax: (570) 756-2105
E-Mail: Saturday No Mass Scheduled

parish@ martinoftours.com

Solemnity of Christ the King

Pastor Saturday
Rev. Kenneth M. Seegar Vigil 4 p.m. Frances Pulice James and family
- e
St. Martin’s £ ) n
Parish Pastoral Council 8:30 a.m .
Michael Briechle Sunday y " e Henry B. McHale Mark, Karen, Kai
St. Paul’s
Mark Fallon - - -
Denise Finnegan This Week im@uwnParish .
Diane Frye Surcay St-Mart’s Gertteaby Eileen
Y No Morning Mass & Pat Mohar
Charlene Kempa Mondayv | PARISH OEFICE CI OSED
Robert Klein 7 Choir—SM 7 p.m.
Alfie Lambert

Connie Panasevich :
Tuesday Morning Mass - 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel Parish Mission

Parish Finance Council Statement
Lﬂiig::sjl E;ilfechle, Chairperson Wednesday Morning Mass - 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel | t\:\/i’;he;omanﬁrathonc F;ar_
Matthew Menapace THANKSGIVING DAY gt_- gau:.thfeaszlpnogtﬂe,oiﬂrtshznf "
7 i - locese of Scranton, are a ral
iﬂiﬁlfvae@m“’“ Thursday | pamisn ortice LoseD community of rih, diverse

Betsy Supancik HOLY HOUR 7 p.m. SM

o Frid No Morning Mass We are called to encour-
eligious rogram PARISH OFFICE CLOSED age all to share God'’s gifts, in
Rel Ed P naay
Gina Baker partnership with Him, for the
No Morning Mass good of the Body of Christ.
Ch.arlene Kempa Saturday Confessions 3:00 p.m. SM
Alfie Lambert Vigil Mass Christ the King 4:00 p.m. SM We are a worshipping,
Anthony Malone Eucharistic Community, united
Y Y SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST THE KING e Eather oo
Maureen Maloney . ! Y :
) Confession 8:00 a.m.. SP by request only Bishop and our Pastor, to make
Diane Monteforte Su nday Sunday Mass 8:30 a.m. SP Christ present in our world,
Ruth Zeck Religious Education Classes 9:30 a.m. SM through the Mass, and united in

Him, to proclaim the Word of
God in works of hospitality,
charity, and mercy.

\1 ﬂi A | 3 y We are committed to serv-
We're on the Web! ;ﬁ\ £ : 3 ¢ ) ing one another in the name of
— i ! 4 < Jesus Christ, so that the King-
= " / ) dom of God becomes more

www.martinoftours.com K 2 \ s visible in our world today.

See us at:
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On December 7th, New Line Cinema will release a film called “The Golden Compass” based on Philigi® ernlaiVsiterials
trilogy. The books are vehemently anti-Catholic and anti-God but the movie has been altered somewhat. The final result remains
be seen. | guess it will come as a sort of Christmas present from Hollywood.

Philip Pullman is an avowed atheist who wrote his novels in an effort to draw readers into an atheistic worldview. In the books, w
have sold extremely well, the protagonists resist the evil power of the “Magisterium”, and it becomes increasingly clear as the re:
moves through the trilogy that this “Magisterium” represents the Catholic Church and that the ultimate evil behind it is God Himse
The trilogy consists dforthern Lighisublished in the US ake Golden SpyglEss Subtle KnifiedThe Amber Spyglass

Pullman and another children’s author, Michael Rosen, actually produced a course for schools called “Why Atheism?” This progr
is designed to persuade children eleven years old and older that theism in general, and Christianity in particular, are irrational an
mately dangerous worldviews. As Pullman told a literary conference in Oxford: “We’re used to the Kingdom of Heaven; but you ¢
tell from the general thrust of the book that I'm of the devil’s party, like Milton. And | think it's time we thought about a republic of
Heaven instead of the Kingdom of Heaven. The King is dead.”

Throughout the trilogy, priests are portrayed as evil and violent; one of them is an assassin. In contrast, an ex-nun who has lost |
faith is positively portrayed. She describes Christianity as “a very powerful and convincing mistake.” The “Magisterium” kidnaps ¢
dren in order to take out their souls. In the final volume, characters representing Adam and Eve kill God, who is referred to as Y/
WEH. In a 2003 interview, Pullman stated point blank that “my books are about killing God.” He has also said he wants to “kill G¢
in the minds of children.”

It is unclear how bad the film will be, apart from the incentive it will provide for people to read the books. New Line Cinema (a Tin
Warner company) was concerned that the anti-religious character of the books would hurt the movie financially, so it has wateret
down the themes, making the “Magisterium” stand not for the Catholic Church or God but simply for all dogmatic organizations. |
real life, of course, nobody uses the term but Catholics.

Nicole Kidman will star in the film. Kidman has stated: “I wouldn’t be able to do this film if | thought it were at all anti-Catholic”
because “l was raised Catholic. The Catholic Church is part of my essence.” But one doesn't really khovkingeieat of

Kidman's essence. It is quite possible she had never heard the term “Magisterium” before. In any case, the Catholic League for F
gious and Civil Rights has launched a two-month protest campaign calling for a boycott of the film.

In truth, not having seen the film, it is difficult to condemn it. But the books were written self-consciously to counteract the Christi
themes and symbolism of C. S. Lédigbnicles of Nar8@the movie's connections and antecedents could scarcely be worse. Par-
ents should be very much on their guard.
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The tradition of eating goose as part of the Martin's Day celebration was kept in Holland even after the Reformation. It was there
the Pilgrims who sailed to the New World in 1620 became familiar with this ancient harvest festival. When, after one year in Ame
they decided to celebrate a three days' thanksgiving in the autumn of 1621, they went in search of geese for their feast. We knov
they also had deer (a present from the Indians), lobsters, oysters, and fish. But Edward Winslow, in his account of the feast, only
tions that "Governor Bradford sent four men on fowling that so we might after a more special manner rejoice together, after we h
gathered the fruit of our labours." They actually did find some wild geese, and a number of wild turkeys and ducks as well.

The Pilgrim Fathers, therefore, in serving wild turkeys with the geese, inaugurated one of the most cherished American traditions
turkey dinner on Thanksgiving Day. They also drank, according to the ancient European tradition, the first wine of their wild-grap
harvest. Pumpkin pie and cranberries were not part of the first Thanksgiving dinner in America, but were introduced many years
terward.

The second Thanksgiving Day in the New World was held by the Pilgrims two years later, on July 30, 1623. It was formally pro-
claimed by the governor as a day of prayer to thank God for their deliverance from drought and starvation, and for the safe arrive
from Holland of the ship Anne.

In 1665 Connecticut proclaimed a solemn day of thanksgiving to be kept annually on the last Wednesday in October. Other New
England colonies held occasional and local Thanksgivings at various times. In 1789 the federal Congress authorized and reques
President George Washington to proclaim a day of thanksgiving for the whole nation. Washington did this in a message setting &
November 26, 1789 as National Thanksgiving Day.

After 1789 the celebration reverted to local and regional observance for almost a hundred years. There grew, however, a strong

among the majority of the people for a national Thanksgiving Day that would unite all Americans in a festival of gratitude and put
acknowledgment for all the blessings God had conferred upon the nation. It was not until October 3, 1863, that this was accom-

plished, when President Abraham Lincoln issued, in the midst of the Civil War, a Thanksgiving Proclamation. In it the last Thursc
of November was set apart for that purpose and made a national holiday.

Since then, every president has followed Lincoln's example, and annually proclaims as a "Day of Thanksgiving" the fourth Thurs
in November. Only President Franklin D. Roosevelt changed the date, in 1939, from the fourth to the third Thursday of Novembe
(to extend the time of Christmas sales). This caused so much consternation and protest that in 1941 the traditional date was rest

Exerpted from thélandbook of Christian Feasts and Eustoim. Weiser
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