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The Everlasting Arms .

We have a bit of a contradiction in Sunday’s readings. One theme is “Don’t get tired when you
are praying.” The other is, don’t worry if you do, because there will be support.

Jesus is the one who announces the non-tiredness rule. “Pray always without becoming weary,”
he says in the Gospel. Yet most of us have experienced drowsiness when we try to pray. Even
Moses gets fatigued as he is doing the equivalent of prayer in the First Reading.

Moses stands on the top of a hill where he can see the fight going on below. In order to give his
general, Joshua, victory over enemy forces, he holds out what our reading calls “the staff of God”
over the battle. He has continue holding it out, straight-armed, until the combat is completely
done because whenever he lowers his arms the enemy starts to win.

It goes on for a long time. Moses’ arms grow exceeding tired. When I was an altar boy I learned
what this means by mindlessly holding the book out with extended arms for Father to read from.
“Please, please read faster,” my arms screamed. In Moses’ case, Aaron and Hur supported his
arms by holding them up and give him a rock to sit on.

Go ahead and get tired, someone will help you (we hope).

But in the Gospel, in order to illustrate why we should keep praying (asking for things), Jesus
tells a parable about the unjust judge and a widow who won’t stop asking.* (Notice that Jesus’
real name was Joshua, just like Moses’ general, and that the name “Jesus” is a Greek translation).

With very little to lose, a widow comes to public court every single day and demands justice from
the admittedly bored judge. After a while the judge thinks to himself, if I don’t do something this
woman will humiliate me in front of everyone. I give up. I will give a ruling in her favor.

The point we are given for this parable is: how much more will God—who certainly is not
bored—make sure we have what we need. The widow’s persistence is therefore an example for
all of us.

But I have a crucial question which is in the background of these two examples. Did Jesus have
someone supporting his arms as he spread them wide upon the cross?

No? Jesus on the cross had come to a place to which Mother Teresa in our own time was called.
Even though he was weary unto death and was no longer able to sense any presence of God what-
soever, he still prayed without ceasing. “Father, why have you abandoned me?” is one of the
most riveting questions in history. It sets the stage for Mother Teresa’s persistence and fortitude
throughout a life devoid of consolation.

God’s love was strong enough to bring Jesus (and Mother Teresa) through when every assurance
had been taken away. Jesus/Joshua stretched out his arms in the medieval position of prayer
(arms lifted to God), and won a great victory just as Moses and the Old Testament Joshua had. In
the process he opened his arms to us so that we can fall into them when we ourselves are so very
weary and discouraged.

“The eternal God is your refuge,” Moses said.“Underneath are the everlasting arms” (Dt. 33:27).
Can you trust these words?
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PRAYERS BETFORE MASS

When we enter the church, we come into the
Presence of the Living God. Take the time be-

fore Mass to place yourself in His Presence and to

ask for His Mercy for your sins and those of the
whole world, that the Sacrifice of the Mass may
not be offered in vain.

Most Holy Trinity,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

I adore You profoundly

and I offer you the most Sacred

Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity

of our Lord Jesus Christ,

present in all the Tabernacles of the
world

in reparation for the

sacrileges, outrages and indifference
to which He is everywhere subjected.
Through the infinite merits of His Most
Sacred Heart and the Immaculate
Heart of Mary, I ask the conversion of
poor sinners.

My God, I believe I adore, I trust and I
love You.

I beg pardon for those who do not be-

lieve, do not adore, do not trust and do
not love You.

Chaplet of Divine Mercy

On Rosary Beads pray:
Our Father.....

Hail Mary .....
I believe in One God....
On the large bead:s say:

Eternal Father,

| offer You the Body and Blood
Soul and Divinity

of Your Dearly Beloved Son,
Our Lord Jesus Christ

in atonement for our sins

and those of the whole world.

On the small beads say:

For the sake of His sorrowful Passion
have mercy on us and on the whole
world.

At the conclusion say three times

Holy God

Holy Mighty One

Holy Immortal One

Have mercy on us and on the whole
world.

SPIRITUAL LIFE

Thursday
Evening
Holy Hour

. } 1 this Thursday at
- 7 p.m. in

J St. Martin’s
Church.

t. All Parishioners

1 é, are strongly en-
L couraged to

i take part in this
time before the
Lord in the

" Blessed Sacra-

\ Z4 ment as we pray
for the future of our Parish Commu-
nity.

Our Lord is waiting for YOU!

“Tell souls not to place within their own
hearts obstacles to My Mercy, which so
greatly wants to act within them. My
mercy works in those hearts which open
their doors to it. Both the sinner and the
righteous person have need of My Mercy.
Conversion, as well as perseverance, is a
grace of My Mercy.” (Diary of St. Faustina #
1577)

This Week’s Scripture

Monday Romans 4:20-25
Weekday Luke 12:13-21
Tuesday Romans 4:12-19

St. John of Capistrano | Luke 12:35-38

Romans 6: 12-18
Luke 12:39-48

Wednesday
St. Anthony Claret

Thursday Romans 6:19-23
Weekday Luke 12:49-53
Friday Romans 7:18-25
Weekday Luke 12:54-59
Saturday Romans 8:1-11
Weekday Luke 13:1-9

Sirach 35:12-14
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18
Luke 18:9-14

Thirtieth Sunday
in Ordinary Time

The Rosary and the Missions

Shortly before midday, Pope Bene-
dict XVI appeared at the window of his
study to pray the Angelus with pilgrims
gathered in St. Peter's Square. Prior to
the Marian prayer, the Pope spoke of
today's Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary,
and of missions to which this month of
October is dedicated.

"The Rosary," said the Holy Fa-
ther, "is a means granted by the Vir-
gin to contemplate Jesus and, by
meditating upon His life, to love Him
and follow Him ever more faith-
fully." He also recalled how Mary in her
various apparitions, and especially in
that of Fatima, had "insistently recom-
mended the daily recitation of the Ro-
sary in order to obtain an end to war.

"We too," he added, "wish to ac-
cept the Virgin's maternal request,
committing ourselves to the faithful
recitation of the Rosary for peace in
families, nations and the entire
world. Yet we know that true peace
is established where people and
institutions open themselves to the
Gospel, and the month of October
helps us to recall this fundamental
truth through [its] particular con-
cern for maintaining the missionary
spirit alive in all communities, and
for supporting the efforts of those
people ... who work on the frontiers
of the Church's mission."

The Pope recalled how the theme of
this year's World Mission Day - to be
celebrated on October 21 - is "all the
Churches for all the world." He also
highlighted the fact that "announcing
the Gospel remains the Church's princi-
pal service to humanity, so as to offer
the salvation of Christ to the men and
women of our time, who suffer so many
forms of humiliation and oppression,
and to give a Christian orientation to the
cultural, social and ethical changes that
are taking place in the world.

"This year," he added, "there is
another reason that encourages us
to renewed missionary commit-
ment: the 50th anniversary of Ser-
vant of God Pius XlI's Encyclical
'Fidei donum' which promoted and
encouraged cooperation between
Churches for the 'ad gentes' mis-
sion.” Pope Benedict also recalled the
150th anniversary of the arrival in Su-
dan with five priests and a layman of St.
Daniel Comboni, "the future bishop of
Central Africa, and patron saint of those
people.”
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CURRENT EVENTS
Liturgical Ministers
World Mission Sunday Religious Ed Schedule
On World Mission Sunday, the Church recog- News Saturday, October 27
nizes its solidarity as “One Family in Mission.” And Religious Edu- Vigil of the

what is that mission? The fundamental mission of the
Church is to “live the Gospel”’-  and by doing so, to
announce the good news of salvation to the world. The
Church is the people of God - its mission must reach
across boundaries of race, religion, and class to em-
brace all women and men; not just a designated few.

If the Church is to live the full Gospel, then eve-
ryone in the Church must live the Gospel. Evangeliza-
tion won't happen if it is left solely to the clergy; it
needs the support of all of us as sisters and brothers in
the Lord. The mission of each Christian is to live the
“Good News” just as Jesus did. St. Therese of Lisieux
urged everyone to contemplate a God who draws us
out of ourselves to serve others. Being a Christian,
and the mission of each Christian, is not a matter of
simply fulfilling religious rituals, but of walking in the
direction of human need as Jesus did. But thereis a
cost to true discipleship.

Following Jesus has always meant laying some-
thing down. The first disciples laid down their nets.
Everyone must see what it is he or she must put down
to follow Jesus. This may be the most difficult form
that faith can take. It may also be the most impor-
tant. Jesus always invites us to follow Him - to be on
Mission. Perhaps leaving and laying something down is
the hardest part of following. To a great degree, we
find our security in the familiar, the way things are.
The longer we stay somewhere and do the same
things, the more difficult it becomes to move or
change. To follow, we must have the faith to go. All
that Christ has for us will never be ours unless we have
the faith to leave - to let go of the “status quo.”

We must lay down the false images of our-
selves, no matter how comfortable they are. We must
lay down our cell phones and move away from our
computers, and pick up our Christian prayer book. We
must lay down the belief in a world that strives after
what does not satisfy, a world that glamorizes the triv-
ial and trivializes what really matters. We must leave a
world that opts for comfort over growth, easy answers
over truth, and self-gratification over Love. We must
lay down our grip on a world that allows its institutions
to become greedy and inhuman by ignoring the needs
of those Jesus called us to serve. We must lay down
our sense that we walk this journey of life on our own
so that we can enter into the “Eucharist” which is a
communion with God and others.

There is no costless discipleship — but there is a
promise. The promise is that no matter what we leave
or lay down, whatever it costs, it will be worth it. What
we gain far outweighs what we have given up. Maybe
you have always believed in Jesus. But have you fol-
lowed Him? He goes before you. Go! Follow Him!

World Mission Sunday is a reminder that the
entire world is our family and mission. Each one of us
has a duty and need to contribute to our immediate
family in terms of love and service. But that love and
service should spill out into the world so that each one
of us truly makes a difference. Only then can the mis-
sion of the universal Church be fulfilled.

cation Classes
are now in full
swing. If your
child does not
attend Catho-
lic School, then
they are to be enrolled in our
Catechetical Formation Pro-
gram.

Registration may take place
on Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. in our parish hall.

to schedule a
special celebra-
tion or a Mass
for a departed
Loved one—Now is the
Time!

Simply drop your requests
the collection basket, or co
tact Fr. Ken at the Parish
Office to schedule Masses
for 2008 before they're all
gone. They will be honored
on a first come, first served
basis.

St. Thomas
the Apostle

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 p.m. St. Martin’s

Servers R.J Klein
Olivia Klein

Lectors Bob Klein

EMOC Matt Menapace

Sunday, October 28
30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:30 a.m $t. Paul’s

Lectors Peter Janicelli
EMOC Barbara Passarelli
Sunday, October 28

3oth Sunday in Ordinary Time
11:00 a.m. $t. Martin’s

Tara Flor
Lauren Marco

Servers

Lectots Denise Finagan
EMOC Alfie Lambert
Mary Lake
F Kim Marco
ST. MARTIN’S

CHURCH CLEANING TEAM
October 25, 2007
Matt Menapace
Bill Leahy

Parish in Lit-
tle Meadows,
PA is having
their Chicken
and Biscuit
Dinner on Sunday, October
28, 2007 from Noon until 2:3
p.m.

Cost is $7.00 for adults; $3.
for children under 12; free tq
children under 5. Take outs
are available.

Please Remember in Prayer

Mary Grace Donohue
Pearena Hubel
Elaine Lecher
Jewel Lee

0 Justin Kinney
Anthony LaCalamita
0 Marlene Mazzocchi
Julia Padaletti
Angelo & Joanne Petriello
Tommy Potter
Micah Stockdale
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Carpet-Vinyl-Tile
The Carpet Catalog
Box 173, Jackson Ave.
Thompson, PA 18465
Sales and Installation
(570) 727-3350
Hours: M-F 10a.m.—5 p.m., Sat. 9a.m.—1 p.m.

Lisa Winners Beauty Salon

Susquehanna (570) 853-2727
New Milford (570) 465-5353

Full Hair Care and Nail Salons

THIS SPACE
AVAILABLE

For more infor

mation,

or to reserve your space, contact
Joanne Hadnagy at 570 727 3441

Hadnagy’s Mountain Hideaway
Guest House
Frank and JoAnn Hadnagy
P. O.Box 9 -Stack Rd.
Thompson, PA 18465
Phone: 570-727-3441 Fax: 570-727-2193
E-Mail: mthdwy@epix.net

Website: mountainhideaway.net

A Reminder to All Parishionets

Our parish relies solely on your
denerosity and support.

In order to meet our monthly ex-
penses, our Sunday Collection

cannot dip below $2,000.00

Any extended period where the
weekly Offering to the Parish is
below $2,000.00 will have a det-
rimental effect on the parish as a
whole.

Please consider increasing your
offering by $1.00 or $2.00 each
week so that we can meet our fi-
nancial obligations.

Otherwise we risk losing what we
have.

Your Offering last Sunday

Catering for all Occasions

ARMETTA'S
PIZZERIA & PUB

Exit 219 off Rt 81
Gibson, PA
(570) 465-5492

or visit our other location

Armetta’s Restaurant

329 Northern Blivd
Chinchilla, PA

(570) 586—5492

7

October 14, 2007

Loose 295.00
Candles 10.00
Offertory SM 839.00
Offertory SP 354.00
Children’s Offering 7.00
All Saints 6.00
Dues 35.00
Diocesan Assessment 6.00
Fuel 269.00
Religious Ed -0-
Your offering 1,821.00

National Collections
Mission Sunday 1.00
Rgtirement Fund for Reli-
gious
Total National Collections 1.00

Additional Account Deposits

All Soul’'s Day 6.00
Debt Reduction 5.00
"I THOUGHT YOU WERE GOING TO ",
‘LEAD ME NOT INTO TEMPTATION . Total Additional Ac- 11.00
Total Deposits 1,833.00

Boot— A—DPest

Licensed Residential & Commercial
Pest Control Service

Mortgage Wood destroying Inspections

Ants—Mice— Spiders-Bees and Much more
Over 17 years experience

Jeff Owens Phone 570-281-9410
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Parish Checkbook this Week

Balance Forward

Chocolates by Irene

Specialty chocolates for all occasions
570-562-2007

All our chocolate is made to order to insure quality and freshness.

Order today for your special event!

Bridal or Baby Shower Easter Christmas

Birthday Party or any special occasion

(10/12/07) 2,303.09

Income
Loose 295.00
Candles 10.00
Offertory SM 839.00
Offertory SP 354.00
Children 7.00
All Saints 6.00
Dues 35.00
Diocesan 6.00
Assessment
Utilities 269.00
Religious Ed -0-
Mission Sunday 1.00
Other Income -0-
Total Income
(10/14/07) 1’822°°°
Balance Forward 2,303.09
+ Income this 1,822.00
week
Total Available 4.125.00
Funds

Expenditures

Administration 134.33
Rectory 256.05
Liturgy -0-
Religious Educa-
) -0-
tion
Plant Operation
& Maintenance 54.00
Loan Repayment
Diocesan Schools
Subsidy
Total Expenses 444.38
Funds Available 4,125.09
- expenses -444 .38
Balance
(10/14/2007) 3:680.71

2007 Diocesan Annual Appeal.

i Just a reminder!

EIf you haven’t made your

i pledge or gift to the 2007 An-
inual Appeal, please consider
idoing so this week.

i Each parish is asked to raise a

i target amount—essentially our

i parish’s “fair share” of the total :
i Appeal goal which is $5.3 mil-
i lion dollars. Our parish goal is

£ $11.760.00.

:If you have already made your
i gift or pledge to this year’s Ap-
i peal—Thank You! If you haven't :
idone so yet, your help is still
ivery much needed. We'd like to :
i have as close to 100% partici-
: pation as possible.

i Please participate in the Appeal
i to the best of your ability. Pray
i for its success and let us re-

i member God'’s love for us and
ithe grace and blessings of shar-:
{ing that which we have with :
i others.

Each and every gift makes a
i difference. Please consider
i making your gift today!

Olde Church Emporium

Rt. 92 S. Jackson

Antiques bought and sold
Furniture Home Décor Miniatures Cand
Gifts

God knows what you'll find there!
Visit our Café and Bake Shoppe.

Café Bake Shoppe Tea Room

Brunch— Lunch Afternoon Tea
Baking Bread, Pies and Savories to Or
Open all year Thursday—Sunday 101

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
Deborah McNamee, proprietor

or visit us online at

www.oldechurchemporium.com

les

Her

! IRR.2Box 58
i | Susquehanna, PA 18847 ..

Joe Frye
Jayne Frye
Owners/Operators

Susquehanna Monuments

for all your cemetery monument needs

Phone: 570-853-3601
570-853-3644

\* 24

Francisco Martinez, Massage Therapi

Healing Touch Practitior

Therapeutic Touch—Swedish Massage— Refle

House Calls  Gift Certificates Available

D

X

Briechle & Gelso, LLC

Attorneys at Law
Serving NEPA with 2 offices

28 Maple St. 120 S. Franklin St.
P.O. Box 261 Wilkes-Barre, PA
Montrose, PA 18701

18801

(570) 278-2430 | (570)826-1405

Offering Legal Services in

—F

éxrsonal Injury Worker’s Compensation
State Court Litigation Criminal Defense
Federal Court Litigation Construction Law
loGantract Disputes Estates & Wills
Real Estate Social Security Disability
Corporate Matters

Michael Briechle, Esq.

By Appointment: (570)815-5566
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SACRAMENTUM CARITATIS:

An Apostolic Exhortation of Pope Benedict XVI

SAINT OF THE WEEK

“This great company of witnesses spurs us on to victory!”

PART TWO

THE EUCHARIST, A MYSTERY TO BE CELEBRATED

"Truly, truly, | say to you, it was not Moses who gave
you the bread from heaven;
my Father gives you the true bread from heaven"
(Jn 6:32)

Lex orandi and lex credendi

34. The Synod of Bishops reflected at length on the intrinsic
relationship between eucharistic faith and eucharistic cele-
bration, pointing out the connection between the lex orandi
and the lex credendi , and stressing the primacy of the litur-
gical action . The Eucharist should be experienced as a mys-
tery of faith, celebrated authentically and with a clear aware-
ness that "the intellectus fidei has a primordial relationship
to the Church's liturgical action." (105) Theological reflection
in this area can never prescind from the sacramental order
instituted by Christ himself. On the other hand, the liturgical
action can never be considered generically, prescinding from
the mystery of faith. Our faith and the eucharistic liturgy
both have their source in the same event: Christ's gift of
himself in the Paschal Mystery.

Beauty and the liturgy

35. This relationship between creed and worship is evidenced
in a particular way by the rich theological and liturgical cate-
gory of beauty. Like the rest of Christian Revelation, the
liturgy is inherently linked to beauty: it is veritatis splendor.
The liturgy is a radiant expression of the paschal mystery, in
which Christ draws us to himself and calls us to communion.
As Saint Bonaventure would say, in Jesus we contemplate
beauty and splendour at their source. (106) This is no mere
aestheticism, but the concrete way in which the truth of
God's love in Christ encounters us, attracts us and delights
us, enabling us to emerge from ourselves and drawing us
towards our true vocation, which is love. (107) God allows
himself to be glimpsed first in creation, in the beauty and
harmony of the cosmos (cf. Wis 13:5; Rom 1:19- 20). In the
Old Testament we see many signs of the grandeur of God's
power as he manifests his glory in his wondrous deeds
among the Chosen People (cf. Ex 14; 16:10; 24:12-18; Num
14:20- 23). In the New Testament this epiphany of beauty
reaches definitive fulfilment in God's revelation in Jesus
Christ: (108) Christ is the full manifestation of the glory of
God. In the glorification of the Son, the Father's glory shines
forth and is communicated (cf. Jn 1:14; 8:54; 12:28; 17:1).
Yet this beauty is not simply a harmony of proportion and
form; "the fairest of the sons of men" (Ps 45[44]:3) is also,
mysteriously, the one "who had no form or comeliness that
we should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire
him" (Is 53:2). Jesus Christ shows us how the truth of love
can transform even the dark mystery of death into the radi-
ant light of the resurrection. Here the splendour of God's
glory surpasses all worldly beauty. The truest beauty is the
love of God, who definitively revealed himself to us in the
paschal mystery.

October 24th
St. Anthony Mary Claret

Today the Church cele-
brates the optional memorial - "
of St. Anthony Claret, bishop, -
the founder of the Missionary
Sons of the Immaculate Heart
of Mary. Anthony Mary Claret ! /
died in the Cistercian monas- / 4
tery at Fontfroide in France
on this date in 1870. He was
canonized in 1950 and listed
in the Roman Calendar in
1960.

Anthony was born at
Salent in the Diocese of Vich
in Catalonia, Spain, in the
year in which Napoleon in-
vaded Spain. He was trained
for manual labor, since his
father was a weaver, but in
1829 he entered the seminary at Vich. Ordained to the priesthood
in 1835, he was assigned as pastor in his home parish. Later he went
to Rome to work for the Propagation of the Faith. He also entered
the novitiate of the Jesuits but had to leave because of ill health, so
he returned to Spain and was assigned as pastor of a parish. His
apostolate consisted of rural preaching, conferences for the clergy
and publications (he wrote more than 150 books). Because of his
successful apostolate he aroused the animosity of some of the
clergy and as a result he left Catalonia for the Canary Islands
(1848). After a year he returned to Catalonia and resumed his
preaching apostolate.

In 1849 Anthony gathered together five priests who formed
the basis of the Missionary Sons of the Immaculate Heart of Mary
(popularly known as Claretians). At the suggestion of the Queen of
Spain, Isabella Il, Anthony was named archbishop of Santiago,
Cuba (1850). For the next seven years he made pastoral visitations,
preached against the slavery of the Negroes, and regularized nu-
merous marriages. As a result of his activity he was frequently
threatened with death and on one occasion an attempt was actu-
ally made on his life. In 1857 he was recalled to Spain as confessor to
the queen. In this way he was able to exert some influence in the
naming of bishops, set up a center of ecclesiastical studies at the
Escorial, and work towards the recognition of religious orders in
Spain. In 1869 he was in Rome, preparing for the First Vatican
Council. He followed Isabella Il into exile and at the insistence of
the Spanish ambassador, was placed under house arrest in the
Cistercian monastery at Fontfroide, where he died at the age of 63.
His remains were ultimately returned to Vich.

Excerpted fronBaints of the Roman Cabgriflaro Lodi

“The zealous man desires and achieves all great

things and he labors strenuously so that God may

always be better known, loved and served in this

world and in the life to come, for this holy love is

without end." -St. Anthony Claret
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\ The Persistent Widow l

Will Jesus find faith on the earth?

Page 7

Q%%@E the letters

Jesus taught His disciples
to pray and not give up.

| (\ﬂ
J

a2y A

S = s B G, O T B B

Here is the parable Jesus told:

T T
Count how many. 3or4 i 5o0r6 = ! N
./
IIII | | | I.? "" /6\
) " 34 7 N J )
_ _—

M O R

L Fit the words into the puzzle. Transfar the words to the story.
WORD LIST
- p— (7) was a (7A) who did (14) (5)
she would
him people for the (10) or (6D) . (17) was a
out coming 7]
not justice | (18D) inthe (12) who (3)
God refused |2 [ i)
care finally T (22) to the (7A) to ask (24) to
town decided
kept because (BA) her
much thought [ -
wear bothering
back (7D) . The
other 7
there (7A)
judge — —
widow (11)
(25) and
(25
(4)
(21) to (BA)
the (18D) (7D)
(23) was (9)
(24)___so (1) - (4) (19)
e (23) (13) (18A) (24)
(18) by (22) 2) so (1) !
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The RI MASS INTENTIONS WEEK OF OCTOBER 22N—281H
Parish i RI Feast Intention Offered by
mmunl ¢
Co Ofu ty RI Monday ‘HHNGD No Mass Scheduled
St. Martin of Tours [ _
and RI Tuesday 6W -RKQ RRugsell & Veronica Baxter Fr. Ken
St. Paul I})I
the Apostle 2 Wednesday 6W $QWKRQ\ Fred Oleson Family
R.R. 1 Box 396 Thursday ‘HHNGD Bob Young Family
Jackson, PA
Friday ‘HHNGD Helen Marichak Estate
Phone: (570) 756-2541
Fax: (570) 756-2105 Saturday ‘HHNGD No Mass Scheduled
E-Mail: .. . . .
parish@martinoftours.com Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Saturday
Vigil 4 p.m. Parishioners Pastor
Pastor St. Martin’s
Rev. Kenneth M. Seegar
. ' Sunday 2}3?32;{& George Hubel Jqsgph Canini
Parish Pastoral Council
Michael Brieche THIS WEEKJN,OUR PARISH
Mark Fallon Sunday cr Martin'e Gert Leahy
Denise Finnegan
Diane Frye Confessomr -0t —SP-by Tequestomty 1 -
Charlene Kempa Sunday Mass 8:30 a.m. SP .
Robert Klein TOde Religious Education Classes 9:30 a.m. SM
Alfie Lambert Sunday Mass 11:00 a.m. SM
C ie P ich
onnie fanasevie Mond No Morning Mass Parish Mission
Parish Finance Council onday Rectory Office Closed Statement
Michael Briechle, Chairperson We. the Roman Catholic Par-
Richard Lake Tuesday Morning Mass - 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel ish of St. Martin of Tours and
Matthew Menapace St. Paul the Apostle, in the

Sharon Panasevich Diocese (_)f Scra_nton,_are a faith
community of rich, diverse

Rita Reavey wedne’day Morning Mass - 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel talents and cultures.
Betsy Supancik

- Morning Mass - 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel We are called to encour-
Religious Ed Program Thursday age all to share God’s gifts, in
Gina Baker HOLY HOUR 7 p.m. SM partnership with Him, for the

good of the Body of Christ.

Charlene Kempa
Alfie Lambert
Anthony Maloney
Maureen Maloney

Fridqy Morning Mass - 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel We are a worshipping,
Eucharistic Community, united

with the Holy Father, our

. Morning Mass - 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel Bishop and our Pastor, to make
Diane Monteforte Christ present in our world,
Pat Stewart through the Mass, and united in
Ruth Zeck Sclturdcly . Him, to proclaim the Word of
u Confessions 3:00 p.m. SM God in works of hospitality,
Vigil Mass 30th Sunday OT 4:00 p.m. SM charity, and mercy.
- 30th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME We are committed to serv-
We re on the Webl Confession 8:00 a.m.. SP by request ()nly ing one another in the name of

Jesus Christ, so that the King-
dom of God becomes more
visible in our world today.

$undqy Sunday Mass 8:30 a.m. SP
Religious Education Classes 9:30 a.m. SM
Sunday Mass 11:00 a.m. SM

See us at:
www.martinoftours.com
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“You must offend our Lord God no more for He is already greatly offended.”

On 13 October 1917 the children of Fatima, surrounded by a crowd of 70.000
persons under a torrential rain, received the final public vision of our Lady.
Lucia asked the Lady who appeared before them: “Madame, who are you
and what do you want from me?” The Lady answered: "I am the Lady of
the Rosary, and I desire that a chapel be built in my honor in this place.
People must continue to pray the Rosary every day. The war will end
soon and the soldiers will return to their homes." “l have so many things to
ask you” Lucia said. The Lady replied "l will grant some of them, the oth-
ers—no." Assuming a sadder air, the Lady said: “Men must offend our Lord
no more, and they must ask pardon for their sins, for God is already so
greatly offended.”

Then She opened her hands again and She launched a ray of light in the di-
rection of the sun as Lucy shouted that they should look at the sun. At this
point the promised sign happened, Lucy shouted to look at the sun, the rain
stopped suddenly and there appeared an exceptionally bright sun but not
dazzling. The sun began to turn as if projecting in each direction bands of
light of each color that lit and colored the clouds, the sky, the trees, and the
crowd. It stayed for some moments then it went back to its normal position, it
stayed still for a small while and then it happened again. Suddenly it looked
as if it stood out from the sky to fall headlong on the crowd, that was looking
terrorized, they fell to their knees and begged mercy. Meanwhile the children
saw a Lady dressed like the white of the sun with a blue cope, St. Joseph with
the Child Jesus that blessed the world. Then after this vision they saw The Lord
bless the world, standing next to Our Lady of Sorrows. After these visions the
Lady of Mt Carmel finished the miracle. The people then became aware that
there clothes were completely dried.

One of the principal anti-clerical publications of the day was O Dia, a major Lisbon newspaper. On October 17th, O Dia
reported the following:

At one o'clock in the afternoon, midday by the sun, the rain stopped. The sky, pearly gray
in color, illuminated the vast arid landscape with a strange light. The sun had a transpar-
ent gauzy veil so that eyes could easily be fixed upon it. The gray mother-of-pear! tone
turned into a sheet of silver which broke up as the clouds were torn apart and the silver
sun, enveloped in the same gauzy gray light was seen to whirl and turn in the circle of bro-
ken clouds. A cry went up from every mouth and people fell on their knees on the muddy
ground. The light turned a beautiful blue as if it had come through the stained-glass win-
dows of a cathedral and spread itself over the people who knelt with outstretched hands.
The blue faded slowly and then the light seemed to pass through yellow glass. Yellow stains
fell against white handkerchiefs, against the dark skirts of women. They were reported on
the trees, on the stones and on the serra. People wept and prayed with uncovered heads in
the presence of the miracle they had awaited.

Francisco died on 4 April 1919 and Jacinta died on 20 Februrary 1920. Before she died, little Jacinta revealed little-

known but remarkable statements made by Our Lady. Here are just some of them:

?
?
?
?
?

?

More souls go to hell because of sins of the flesh than for any other reason.
Certain fashions will be introduced that will offend Our Lord very much.
Many marriages are not good; they do not please Our Lord and are not of God.

Priests must be pure, very pure. They should not busy themselves with anything except what concerns the Church and
souls. The disobedience of priests to their superiors and to the Holy Father is very displeasing to Our Lord.

The Blessed Mother can no longer restrain the hand of her Divine Son from striking the world with just punishment for
its many crimes.

Tell everybody that God gives graces through the Immaculate Heart of Mary. tell them to ask graces from her, and
that the Heart of Jesus wishes to be venerated together with the Immaculate Heart of Mary. .

Lucy entered the Convent of the Sisters of St Dorothy to learn to read and write; After some time, Lucy left the Sisters of
St. Dorothy and entered the Carmel of St. Teresa in Coimbra, where she remained to her death in 2005.

Sr. Lucia wrote two books, one entitled Memories and another entitled Calls of the Message of Fatima.
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On December 10, 1925, sister Lucy received an apparition by the Child Jesus and the Virgin Mary in her convent cell. The
Holy Virgin showed her a Heart surrounded by thorns, Our Lady said to her:

"$ee, My daughter, My heart surrounded by thorns with which ungrateful men pierce
it at every moment by their blasphemies and ingratitude. Do you, at least, try to
console me and announce in my name that | promise to assist at the hour of death
with the graces necessary for Salvation all those who, on the First Saturday of five
consecutive months, go to Confession and Receive Holy Communion, recite the Ro-
sary and keep me company for a quarter of an hour while meditating on the mys-
teries of the Rosary with the intention of making reparation.”

As Our Lady said at the apparition of 13 July 1917, "l shall come to ask for the consecration of Russia". She did this on 13
June 1929, when She appeared to Lucy in the Chapel of the Dorothean Sisters, in the town of Tuy. Lucy said:

"l had sought and obtained permission from my
superiors and confessor to make a Holy Hour from
eleven o'clock until midnight, every Thursday to
Friday night.

Being alone one night, | knelt near the altar
rails in the middle of the chapel and, prostrate, |
prayed the prayers of the Angel. Feeling tired, |
then stood up and continued to say the prayers
with my arms in the form of a cross. The only light
was that of the sanctuary lamp. Suddenly the
whole chapel was illumined by a supernatural
light, and above the altar appeared a cross of
light, reaching to the ceiling. In a brighter light on
the upper part of the cross, could be seen the face
of a man and his body as far as the waist; upon his
breast was a dove of light; nailed to the cross was
the body of another man. A little below the waist,
| could see a chalice and a large host suspended in
the air, on to which drops of blood were falling
from the face of Jesus Crucified and from the
wound in His side. These drops ran down on to the
host and fell into the chalice. Beneath the right
arm of the cross was Our Lady and in her hand
was her Immaculate Heart. (it was Our Lady of
Fatima, with her Immaculate Heart in her left
hand, without sword or roses, but with a crown of thorns and flames). Under the left arm of
the cross, large letters, -as if of crystal clear water which ran down upon the altar, formed
these words: "Grace and Mercy'". | understood that it was the Mystery of the Most Holy Trin-
ity which was shown to me, and | received lights about this mystery which | am not permit-
ted to reveal.

Our Lady then said to me: "The moment has come in which God asks the Holy Father,
in union with all the Bishops of the world, to make the consecration of Russia to my
Immaculate Heart, promising to save it by this means. There are so many souls
whom the justice of God condemns for sins committed against me, that | have come
to ashk reparation: sacrifice yourself for this intention and pray.”

The Consecration according to the plan of our Lady was finally made by Pope John Paul Il on March 25, 1984. This
consecration was done in union with all the Bishops of the world, as our Lady had requested. Previous Popes had tried to
make the Consecration but were unsuccessful in fulfilling our Lady’s request that it be done “in union with all the Bishops.”

The message of Our Lady at Fatima, however, is far from over. As long as violence continues to reign in the world; as
long as sin abounds unchecked in the hearts of men and women; as long as the world continues on its perilous path to perdi-
tion, then the work of Our Lady remains unfulfilled. It is up to us to heed her call—to pray the Rosary daily, to amend our
lives, and to “offend God no more—for He is already greatly offended.”
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