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GRATITUDE .

Two leprosy cures are narrated on Sunday. And we are treated to two very different reac-
tions. All of this lets us ask how we ourselves react to God’s gifts.

The First Reading recounts a leper, Naaman, being healed by Elisha the prophet. Naaman is
told to plunge into the Jordan river seven times. He carries out this strange routine just as told.
The result? Very good.

“His flesh became again like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean of his leprosy.”

The flesh of a little child. I performed a baptism last Sunday, and the difference was so obvi-
ous between my own flesh, applying water and oil, and the clean, soft skin of the fine baby girl
receiving the sacrament.

What would your reaction be if you went from leprosy to being fresh as a baby? You or I
would probably open a website to sell soft-skin.

As for Naaman, he returned to Elisha with “his whole retinue” and gave thanks. In a conver-
sion speech, he declared that there is no other god on earth but Israel’s God. He offered a gift to
Elisha in thanksgiving. His whole life was restored, and his gratitude overflowed.

This is a very healthy, normal reaction. When you or I are loved this much, our heart goes
out to the giver and without thinking about it our soul wants to give gifts in return.

However, Elisha refuses the gift. We are not given an explicit reason, but probably he did not
want rewards for doing God’s work. In response, Naaman makes a dramatic pronouncement.

If you will not accept,
please let me, your servant, have two mule-loads of earth,
for I will no longer offer holocaust or sacrifice
to any other god except to the Lord.

In other words, he will offer sacrifice to the God of Israel, using Israeli earth.

The Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius are based on this kind of response, especially the
“contemplatio,” which is the last exercise. When it strikes you that you have been loved well,
your first desire will be to give to the lover: to give in return. With God an adult relationship such
as this is quite possible, instead of a child’s. An infant is filled with need after need after need
and tells you all about them. As you grow to an adult you want to give as well as receive. Yes,
even to give to God.

We see this again in the Gospel for Sunday. First there is the healing: Jesus cures not one but
ten lepers in a village on the way to Jerusalem. He sends them off, saying, “Go show yourselves
to the priests.” On the way they finally realize they have been cleansed! What a moment that
must have been.

But only one cured leper has eyes to see what this healing meant, the Samaritan. He alone
comes back to Jesus, extolling God in a loud voice, like Naaman. He drops to the ground in front
of Jesus, giving thanks. What about the other nine? They must have simply gone on their way,
glad they had won the sweepstakes and that Jesus (Ed McMahon?) had given them the news.

Which would your reaction be? God has been seeking a mutual love relationship with you
from the beginning of time. Do you ever sense this? Do you feel gratitude? Do you ever take time
out to feel it?

You could take some time this week.
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PRAYERS BEFORE MASS

When we enter the church, we come into the
Presence of the Living God. Take the time be-
fore Mass to place yourself in His Presence and to
ask for His Mercy for your sins and those of the
whole world, that the Sacrifice of the Mass may
not be offered in vain.

Most Holy Trinity,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

I adore You profoundly

and I offer you the most Sacred

Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity

of our Lord Jesus Christ,

present in all the Tabernacles of the
world

in reparation for the

sacrileges, outrages and indifference
to which He is everywhere subjected.
Through the infinite merits of His Most
Sacred Heart and the Immaculate
Heart of Mary, I ask the conversion of
poor sinners.

My God, I believe I adore, I trust and I
love You.

I beg pardon for those who do not be-

lieve, do not adore, do not trust and do
not love You.

Chaplet of Divine Mercy

On Rosary Beads pray:
Our Father.....

Hail Mary .....
I believe in One God....
On the large beads say:

Eternal Father,

| offer You the Body and Blood
Soul and Divinity

of Your Dearly Beloved Son,
Our Lord Jesus Christ

in atonement for our sins

and those of the whole world.

On the small beads say:

For the sake of His sorrowful Passion
have mercy on us and on the whole
world.

At the conclusion say three times

Holy God

Holy Mighty One

Holy Immortal One

Have mercy on us and on the whole
world.

Spiritual Life

Thursday Evening Holy Hour
this Thursday at 7 p.m. in
St. Martin’s Church.

All Parishioners are strongly encouraged to take
part in this time before the Lord in the Blessed
Sacrament as we pray for the future of our Parish
Community.

Our Lord is waiting for YOU!

“Nothing will stop me from granting you graces.
Your misery does not hinder My Mercy. The greater
the misery of a soul, the greater its right to My
Mercy; Urge all souls to trust in the unfathomable
abyss of My Mercy, because | want to save them all.
On the cross, the Fountain of My Mercy was opened
wide by a lance for all souls—no one have | ex-
cluded..” (Diary of St. Faustina # 1182)

oo e CIf evils increase, the devo-

This Week’s Scripture

& ¥ 4 'tion of the People of God
] ! 4 should also increase. And
Monday Romans 1: 1-7 ",. .s0, venerable brothers, We
St. Teresa of Jesus| Luke 11:29-32 “, S want you to take the lead
'\ ‘.»" in urging and encouraging
Tuesday Romans 1: 16-25 L . people to pray ardently to
. Luke 11:37-41 our most merciful mother
St. Hedwig uke LL.af- Mary by saying the Rosary
. during the month of October, as We have
Wednesday Romans 2: 1-11 already indicated. This prayer is well-

St. Ignatius of Antioch| Luke 11:42-46 suited to the devotion of the People of

God, most pleasing to the Mother of God

Thursday 2 Timothy 4:10-17 and most effective in gaining heaven's
e blessings. The Second Vatican Council
St Luke Luke 11:42-46 recommended use of the Rosary to all the
Frida sons of the Church, not in express words
Yy Romans 4:1-8 but in unmistakable fashion in this phrase:
St. Isaac Jogues & || ke 12:1-7 "Let them value highly the pious practices
Companions and exercises directed to the Blessed Virgin
. and approved over the centuries by the
Saturday Romans 4:13,16-18 Magisterium.” (9)

St. Paul of the Cross | Luke 12:8-12

As the history of the Church makes
clear, this very fruitful way of praying is
not only efficacious in warding off evils
and preventing calamities, but is also of
great help in fostering Christian life. "It
nourishes the Catholic faith which readily
takes on new life from a timely commen-
tary on the sacred mysteries, and it turns
minds toward the truths that have been
taught us by God."

Exodus 17:8-13
2 Timothy 3:14-4:2
Luke 18:1-8

Twenty-ninth
Sunday in

Ordinary Time

Day of Prayer and Recollection

Psalm 23: The Lord is My $hepherd Part 2
St. Ann’s Basilica
Scranton
October 15th
9a.m.—3 p.m.

Conference, fellowship, quiet time, Mass, Confessi
lunch.

For more information contact
Sr. Gertrude Grimes
570-383-2763

And so during the month of October,
dedicated to Our Lady of the Rosary,
prayers and petitions should be increased,
so that through her intercession the dawn

%t true peace may shine forth to men. This
means true religious peace too, for unfor-
tunately, not everyone is allowed to pro-
fess his religion freely in this age.”

-Pope Paul VI
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“ Current Events “ Liturgical Ministers
Religious Ed News Planning Ahead Schedule
Religious Education Classes are now irf Autumn events Saturday, October 20
full swing. If your child does not attend Vigil of the

: in our Parish Community
Catholic School, then they are to be

enrolled in our Catechetical Formatio November 1st

Program. All Saints Day Servers Christina Zeck
Registration may take place on Sun- November 2nd Maggie Stephens
ﬂalyll morning at 9:30 a.m. in our parish All Souls Day Lectors Barbara Passarelli
all.
Plan now to attend Mass on these days. EMOC Ruth Zeck

e Ny T o % « Sunday, November 11th

ﬁ; ;} e ‘«, &% S‘y Feast of St. Martin of Tours
Thank You to all who worked so dili-
gently for the success of our First An-

nual Stuffed Cabbage and Turkey

This is our parish Festival, honorin
our patron saint, Martin, Bishop of Tours.

Y

The 11 a.m. Mass will be the patropplectors Mark Fallon
Soup Sale. celebration of this feast. Following Mass th aré _
Your efforts on behalf of the parish are L [EMOC Marilyn Czachor

will be Eucharistic Adoration throughout the
day.

Sr. Gertrude Grimes will be on hand to con
duct a Day of Reflection for all parishionerg
the parish Hall.

greatly appreciated.

World Missions $unday will be ob- L

served next weekend. Our second col-

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 p.m. St. Martin’s

Sunday, October 21
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:30 a.m St. Paul's

Sunday, October 21
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
11:00 a.m. St. Martin’s

lection will assist the needs of missionafThe Day will conclude with Evening Prayer|4{.5 :
ies throughout the world. An envelope |p.m. and dinner following in the parish hall. E2rvers Justin Lee
for this collection has been provided in | All Parishioners are asked to make provisigrjs
your October packet. Please be gener- | to plan to celebrate this day of prayer and | || ectors Frank Kwader
ous in assisting the needs of the Missiofhanksgiving
EMOC Betty Kwader
The Calendar for 2008 is Katherine Kempa
now open! Betsy Supancik
If you would like to (
schedule a special celel
tion or a Mass for a de- Does ST. MARTIN'S

parted Loved one—Now
is the Time!

Simply drop your requests in the col4..

Your Marriage Need
HELP?

—_If Your marriage has
become unloving and
uncaring, or if your rela-

nship has grown cold and distant, if there i

le or no meaningful communication or if

o o e

lection basket, or contact Fr. Ken at “=
the Parish Office to schedule Masses
for 2008 before they’re all gone. Th?ﬁ
will be honored on a first come, firs :

CHURCH CLEANING TEAM
October 18, 2007
Jen Mazzocchi
Joe Castronova
Helen Castronova

tyou feel disappointment—or even despair—

served basis.

we believe Retrouvaille (re-tro-vee) can help.

Even if you are separated or divorced,
Retrouvaille can help you overcome the ob-
stacles of your marriage. The Retrouvaille
program consists of a weekend and six
weekly follow up sessions. The next program

St. Thomas the
Apostle Parish in
Little Meadows,
PA is having

their Chicken and
Biscuit Dinneron
Sunday, October
28, 2007 from Noon until 2:30 p.m.

Cost is $7.00 for adults; $3.00 for
children under 12; free to children
under 5. Take outs are available.

2007. For more information on further pro-
grams, contact Mary and Tom at 570-655-

tial. Visit our website at
www.helpourmarriage.com

in the Scranton Diocese begins October 12-14,

1916 or 1-800-470-2230. All calls are confideh-

Please Remember in Prayer

Mary Grace Donohue
Pearena Hubel
Elaine Lecher
Jewel Lee
Justin Kinney
Anthony LaCalamita
Marlene Mazzocchi
Julia Padaletti
Angelo & Joanne Petriello
Tommy Potter
Micah Stockdale
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Carpet-Vinyl-Tile
The Carpet Catalog
Box 173, Jackson Ave.
Thompson, PA 18465
Sales and Installation
(570) 727-3350

Hours: M-F 10a.m.—5 p.m., Sat. 9a.m.—1 p.m.

Lisa Winners Beauty Salon

Susquehanna (570) 853-2727
New Milford (570) 465-5353

Full Hair Care and Nail Salons

THIS SPACE
AVAILABLE

For more information,

or to reserve your space, contact
Joanne Hadnagy at 570 727 3441

Hadnagy’s Mountain Hideaway

Guest House
Frank and JoAnn Hadnagy
P. 0. Box 9 -Stack Rd.
Thompson, PA 18465
Phone: 570-727-3441 Fax: 570-727-1

E-Mail: mthdwy@epix.net
Website: mountainhideaway.net

Your Offering last Sunday

October 7, 2007

“Why do | need to go to church?

| pray every Sunday. And | pray extra hard
when we're inside the 10-yard line.”

193

Catering for all Occasions

ARMETTA'S
PIZZERIA & PUB

Exit 219 off Rt 81
Gibson, PA
(570) 465-5492

or visit our other location

Armetta’s Restaurant

329 Northern Blivd
Chinchilla, PA

(570) 586—5492

A Reminder to All Parishioners

Our parish relies solely on your geney-Dues

osity and support.

In order to meet our monthly ex-

penses, our Sunday Collection
cannot dip below $2,000.00

Any extended period where the

Loose 413.00
Candles 9.53
Offertory SM 1,227.00
Offertory SP 227.00
Children’s Offering 5.00
All Saints 15.00
167.00
Diocesan Assessment  13.00
Fuel 45.00
Religious Ed -0-
Your offering 2,121.53

weekly Offering to the Parish is below
$2,000.00 will have a detrimental ef-

National Collections

fect on the parish as a whole.

Please consider increasing your of-
fering by $1.00 or $2.00 each week so

that we can meet our financial obliga-

Mission Sunday 25.00
Retirement Fund for Reli-

gious

Total National Collections 25.00

tions.

Additional Account Deposits

Otherwise we risk losing what we
have.

Boot— A—Pest

All Soul's Day 15.00
Debt Reduction 25.00
Total Additional Ac- 40.00
Total Deposits 2,186.53

Licensed Residential & Commercial
Pest Control Service

Mortgage Wood destroying Inspections

Ants—Mice— Spiders-Bees and Much more
Over 17 years experience

Jeff Owens Phone 570-281-941
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Parish Checkbook this Week

Balance Forward

Chocolates by Irene

Specialty chocolates for all occasions
570-562-2007

All our chocolate is made to order to insure quality and freshness.

Order today for your special event!

(10/05/07) 2,478.55 Bridal or Baby Shower Easter Christmas
Birthday Party or any special occasion
Income
Loose 413.00
Candles 9.53
Offertory SM 1,227.00
Offertory SP 227.00
Children 5.00
All Saints 15.00
Dues 167.00
Diocesan 13.00
Assessment ;
Utilities 45.00 “l thought it was very nice of that lady
Religious Ed 0- next to me to give me a bagket full of money.”
Mission Sunday 55 00 P R T e
2007 Diocesan Annual Appeal.
Other Income 15.00 : PP
Total Income 2 161.53] i Your gift to the Diocesan An-
(10/11/07) ! i nual Appeal helps to support
Balance Forward 2,478.55 |:the “Good Works” of the
i : Church!
+ Income this 2.161.53 |i
week :
Total Available 4.640.08 §In 2006, more than
Funds '

Expenditures

Administration 605.37
Rectory 102.92
Liturgy -0-
Rellglous Educa- 420.00
tion

Plant Operation

& Maintenance 244.12
Loan Repayment

Diocesan Schools

Subsidy 964.58
Total Expenses 2,336.99
Funds Available 4,640.08
- expenses - 2,336.99
Balance

(10/11/2007) 2,303.09

$$500,000.00 was used in the
i formation and education of our
i seminarians. i

i Your gift to the 2007 Annual
: Appeal will help continue the

Olde Church Emporium

Rt. 92 S. Jackson

Antiques bought and sold
Furniture Home Décor Miniatures Candles
Gifts

God knows what you'll find there!
Visit our Café and Bake Shoppe.

Café Bake Shoppe Tea Room

Brunch— Lunch Afternoon Tea
Baking Bread, Pies and Savories to Orfler
Open all year Thursday—Sunday 10{-5

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
Deborah McNamee, proprietor

or visit us online at

www.oldechurchemporium.com

:lour Sponsors

Please
Patronize

i vital ministries, services and
i programs that help so many
i people.

Each and every gift makes a
: difference. Please consider
i making your gift today!

—F

Francisco Martinez, Massage Therapis|

Healing Touch Practitioné

Therapeutic Touch—Swedish Massage— Reflexolggtract Disputes

House Calls  Gift Certificates Available

By Appointment: (570)815-5566

Briechle & Gelso, LLC

Attorneys at Law
Serving NEPA with 2 offices

28 Maple St. 120 S. Franklin St.
P.O. Box 261 Wilkes-Barre, PA
Montrose, PA 18701

18801

(570) 278-2430 | (570)826-1405

Offering Legal Services in

sonal Injury  Worker’'s Compensation
State Court Litigation Criminal Defeng
Federal Court Litigation Construction La:
Estates & Wi
Real Estate Social Security Disabi

Corporate Matters

Michael Briechle, Esq.

e
v
Is

ity
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Sacramentum Caritatis:

An Apostolic Exhortation of Pope Benedict XVI

Saint of the week

“This great company of witnesses spurs us on to victo

The Eucharist and the Virgin Mary

33. From the relationship be-
tween the Eucharist and the indi-
vidual sacraments, and from the
eschatological significance of the
sacred mysteries, the overall
shape of the Christian life
emerges, a life called at all times
to be an act of spiritual worship,
a self-offering pleasing to God.
Although we are all still journey-
ing towards the complete fulfill-
ment of our hope, this does not
mean that we cannot already
gratefully acknowledge that God's
gifts to us have found their per-
fect fulfillment in the Virgin Mary,
Mother of God and our Mother.
Mary's Assumption body and soul
into heaven is for us a sign of sure hope, for it shows us, on
our pilgrimage through time, the eschatological goal of which
the sacrament of the Eucharist enables us even now to have
a foretaste.

In Mary most holy, we also see perfectly fulfilled the
"sacramental" way that God comes down to meet his crea-
tures and involves them in his saving work. From the Annun-
ciation to Pentecost, Mary of Nazareth appears as someone
whose freedom is completely open to God's will. Her im-
maculate conception is revealed precisely in her uncondi-
tional docility to God's word. Obedient faith in response to
God's work shapes her life at every moment. A virgin atten-
tive to God's word, she lives in complete harmony with his
will; she treasures in her heart the words that come to her
from God and, piecing them together like a mosaic, she
learns to understand them more deeply (cf. Lk 2:19, 51);
Mary is the great Believer who places herself confidently in
God's hands, abandoning herself to his will. (102) This mys-
tery deepens as she becomes completely involved in the
redemptive mission of Jesus. In the words of the Second
Vatican Council, "the blessed Virgin advanced in her pilgrim-
age of faith, and faithfully persevered in her union with her
Son until she stood at the Cross, in keeping with the divine
plan (cf. Jn 19:25), suffering deeply with her only-begotten
Son, associating herself with his sacrifice in her mother's
heart, and lovingly consenting to the immolation of the vic-
tim who was born of her. Finally, she was given by the same
Christ Jesus, dying on the Cross, as a mother to his disciple,
with these words: ‘Woman, behold your Son."" (103) From
the Annunciation to the Cross, Mary is the one who received
the Word, made flesh within her and then silenced in death.
It is she, lastly, who took into her arms the lifeless body of
the one who truly loved his own "to the end" (Jn 13:1).

Consequently, every time we approach the Body and Blood
of Christ in the Eucharistic liturgy, we also turn to her who,
by her complete fidelity, received Christ's sacrifice for the
whole Church. The Synod Fathers rightly declared that "Mary
inaugurates the Church's participation in the sacrifice of the
Redeemer." (104) She is the Immaculata, who receives
God's gift unconditionally and is thus associated with his
work of salvation. Mary of Nazareth, icon of the nascent
Church, is the model for each of us, called to receive the gift
that Jesus makes of himself in the Eucharist.

"™  October

16th
St. Hedwig

Hedwig (1174-1243),
the aunt of St. Eliza-
beth of Hungary, was
married at an early
age to Henry, Duke o
Silesia. After their six
children had been
born, they both strove
to advance in sanctity
and to enrich Silesia and Poland with monasteries,
pitals, and leper asylums. When Henry died in 1238
Hedwig took the habit of the Cistercian nuns at Treh
nitz (where one of her daughters was the abbess), b
retained the administration of her property so that sk
could give personal relief to the suffering.

Hedwig was born in 1174 in Bavaria, the daughter o
the Duke of Croatia. She was the maternal aunt of S
Elizabeth of Hungary. She married Duke Henry of
Silesia and raised seven children, with the boys beir
quite a handful. She outlived all but one of her chil-
dren, Gertrude. Hedwig persuaded her husband to u
her dowry to found a Cisterian monastery for nuns 4
Trebnitz. Their daughter Gertrude later became ab-
bess of the monastery.

Hedwig led a life of piety and solicitude for the sick
and poor, including their religious education. She liv
a life of poverty and humility, despite her prominent
position. Every day, even in winter, she would walk

n0S-

ut
ne

—~ —h

19

|se

—

ed

barefooted, so her feet were in bad shape. A story tells

us her husband sent her a pair of shoes, insisting th
she not be without them — so she kept them under
arm. After the death of her husband Hedwig com-

pletely renounced the world and entered the monas:

tery of Trebnitz which she had founded. She died on
October 15, 1243 and is venerated as patroness of
land.

She is not to be confused with St. Hedwig, Queen o

at
her

Poland (1371-1399), recently canonized by John Paul Il.

(Her feast day is February 28.)
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Jesus Heals 10 Men

Jesus went into a village.
10 sick men met Him.

A
- ?_% Follow the maze to the village.
AN m

Jesus sent them to the priests and as
they went they were all healed.

@r@ 6 differences in the bottom picture.

Page 7

The men called out in a loud voice.
What did they say?

CODE
HIJKLMNOPQRS
SRQPONMLEKJIIH
-
Q v H F H

Jesus told them to go show
themselves to the priests.

gy As they went
QQ«}\ G s v B e

Jesus encouraged the one
&' who returned.

Find Jesus’ words to the healed man. First, write a word to fit each
definition. Then write the letlers in the numbered buxes.

Travel by foot

Group of relatives

Oppositc of weak
A dwelling place

To make healthy and well again
Gave glory to God

Opposite of quietly

L L)L

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 B o ’ 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 1B 19 20 21 22 23 24 35 26 27 28 28 30 31 32
%

@ 2005 CRI - PO Box 35263 Canton, OH 44735 « 300 592-2144 - waw.ChildrensEulletins com

22
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The :’) Mass Intentions Week of October 15 th —27st
Parish ] " Feast Intention Offered by
Community )
of }) Monday ‘HHNGD\
St. Martin of Tours [}
and 2 Tuesday 6W 'HQLV | &RP
St. Paul 2
the Apostle | | Wednesday ‘HHNGD\ No Masses Scheduled this week
0
G Thursday "HHNGD\
R oox 3% Friday 'HHNGD\
Phone: (570) 756-2541 Saturday *HHNGD\

Fax: (570) 756-2105

Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time

E-Mail:
parish@martinoftours.com Saturday _ _
Vigil 4 p.m. Leonard Smith John & Eileen Hartman
St. Martin’s
Pastor 8:30 am
Rev. Kenneth M. Seegar Sunday y e Emma O’Hop Genevieve Leet
St. Paul's
Parish Pastoral Council
11:00 a.m. :
i i . ; . Clemens Frieta ; f
Michael Briechle THYWeek m. swriParish y S, 7T iy
Mark Fallon g g W
Denise Finnegan % 5 7 T
Diane Frye Confession 8:00 a.m.. SP by request only 7 = E ___.."'_-
Charlene Kempa Tod Sunday Mass 8:30 a.m. SP - _ﬂ"_
Robert Klein oday Religious Education Classes 9:30 a.m. SM q:

Alfie Lambert Sunday Mass 11:00 a.m. SM

Connie Panasevich

No Morning Mass Parish Mission

I . Monda
Parish Finance Council y Rectory Office Closed Statement
Michael Briechle, Chairperson We. the R Catholic P

i No Morning Mass €, the Roman Catholic Par-
Richard Lake Tuesday Rectory Office Closed ish of St. Martin of Tours and
Matthew Menapace St. Paul the Apostle, in the
: Diocese of Scranton, are a faith

Sharon Panasevich Wed d No Morning Mass community of rich, diverse
Rita Reavey ednesaay Rectory Office Closed talents and cultures.
Betsy Supancik

. No Morning Mass We are called to encour-
Religious Ed Program Thursday Rectory Office Closed age all to share God’s gifts, in
Gina Baker HOLY HOUR 7 p.m. SM partnership with Him, for the

good of the Body of Christ.

Charlene Kempa

Alfie Lambert i We are a worshippin
Anthony Maloney F“day Rectory Office Closed Eucharistic Communisypi ugrj{ited
with the Holy Father, our
Bishop and our Pastor, to make

No Morning Mass

Maureen Maloney

Diane Monteforte No Morning Mass Christ present in our world,

Pat Stewart through the Mass, and united in

Ruth Zeck Saturday Confessions 3:00 p.m. SM Him, to proclaim the Word of
Vigil Mass 29th Sunday OT 4:00 p.m. SM God in works of hospitality,

charity, and mercy.

- 29th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME We are committed to serv-
We’'re on the Web! Confession 8:00 a.m.. SP by request only ing onehar_10ther iL‘ thehnarr_1e of
. Sunday Mass 8:30 a.m. SP Jesus Christ, so that the King-
See us at. Sunday uncay Vass am dom of God becomes more

Religious Education Classes 9:30 a.m. SM

visible in our world today.
Sunday Mass 11:00 a.m. SM

www.martinoftours.com

D
)
)
)
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“You must offend our Lord God no more for He is already greatly offended.”

On 13 October 1917 the children of Fatima, surrounded by a crowd of 70.000
persons under a torrential rain, received the final public vision of our Lady.
Lucia asked the Lady who appeared before them: “Madame, who are you
and what do you want from me?” The Lady answeréetl:am the Lady of

the Rosary, and | desire that a chapel be built in my honor in this place.
People must continue to pray the Rosary every day. The war will end
soon and the soldiers will return to their homes." “I have so many things to
ask you” Lucia said. The Lady repliétwill grant some of them, the oth-
ers—no."Assuming a sadder air, the Lady saftilen must offend our Lord
no more, and they must ask pardon for their sins, for God is already so
greatly offended.”

Then She opened her hands again and She launched a ray of light in the di-
rection of the sun as Lucy shouted that they should look at the sun. At this
point the promised signh happened, Lucy shouted to look at the sun, the rain
stopped suddenly and there appeared an exceptionally bright sun but not
dazzling. The sun began to turn as if projecting in each direction bands of
light of each color that lit and colored the clouds, the sky, the trees, and the
crowd. It stayed for some moments then it went back to its normal position, it
stayed still for a small while and then it happened again. Suddenly it looked
as if it stood out from the sky to fall headlong on the crowd, that was looking
terrorized, they fell to their knees and begged mercy. Meanwhile the children
saw a Lady dressed like the white of the sun with a blue cope, St. Joseph with
the Child Jesus that blessed the world. Then after this vision they saw The Lord
bless the world, standing next to Our Lady of Sorrows. After these visions the
Lady of Mt Carmel finished the miracle. The people then became aware that
there clothes were completely dried.

One of the principal anti-clerical publications of the day was O Pdamajor Lisbon newspaper. On October 17th, O Dia
reported the following:

At one o'clock in the afternoon, midday by the sun, the rain stopped. The sky, pearly gray
in color, illuminated the vast arid landscape with a strange light. The sun had a transpar-
ent gauzy veil so that eyes could easily be fixed upon it. The gray mother-of-pear! tone
turned into a sheet of silver which broke up as the clouds were torn apart and the silver
sun, enveloped in the same gauzy gray light was seen to whirl and turn in the circle of bro-
ken clouds. A cry went up from every mouth and people fell on their knees on the muddy
ground. The light turned a beautiful blue as if it had come through the stained-glass win-
dows of a cathedral and spread itself over the people who knelt with outstretched hands.
The blue faded slowly and then the light seemed to pass through yellow glass. Yellow stains
fell against white handkerchiefs, against the dark skirts of women. They were reported on
the trees, on the stones and on the serra. People wept and prayed with uncovered heads in
the presence of the miracle they had awaited.

Francisco died on 4 April 1919 and Jacinta died on 20 Februrary 1920. Before she died, little Jacinta revealed little-
known but remarkable statements made by Our Lady. Here are just some of them:
? More souls go to hell because of sins of the flesh than for any other reason.
? Certain fashions will be introduced that will offend Our Lord very much.
? Many marriages are not good; they do not please Our Lord and are not of God.
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Priests must be pure, very pure. They should not busy themselves with anything except what concerns the Church and
souls. The disobedience of priests to their superiors and to the Holy Father is very displeasing to Our Lord.

? The Blessed Mother can no longer restrain the hand of her Divine Son from striking the world with just punishment for
its many crimes.

? Tell everybody that God gives graces through the Immaculate Heart of Mary. tell them to ask graces from her, and
that the Heart of Jesus wishes to be venerated together with the Immaculate Heart of Mary. .

Lucy entered the Convent of the Sisters of St Dorothy to learn to read and write; After some time, Lucy left the Sisters of

St. Dorothy and entered the Carmel of St. Teresa in Coimbra, where she remained to her death in 2005.

Sr. Lucia wrote two books, one entitleernories and another entitled Calls of the Message of Fatima.
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On December 10, 1925, sister Lucy received an apparition by the Child Jesus and the Virgin Mary in her convent cell. The
Holy Virgin showed her a Heart surrounded by thorns, Our Lady said to her:

"See, My daughter, My heart surrounded by thorns with which ungrateful men pierce

it at every moment by their blasphemies and ingratitude. Do you, at least, try to
console me and announce in my name that | promise to assist at the hour of death
with the graces necessary for Salvation all those who, on the First Saturday of five
consecutive months, go to Confession and Receive Holy Communion, recite the Ro-
sary and keep me company for a quarter of an hour while meditating on the mys-
teries of the Rosary with the intention of making reparation.”

As Our Lady said at the apparition of 13 July 1917, "I shall come to ask for the consecration of Russia". She did this on 1
June 1929, when She appeared to Lucy in the Chapel of the Dorothean Sisters, in the town of Tuy. Lucy said:

"I had sought and obtained permission from m
superiors and confessor to make a Holy Hour fro
eleven o'clock until midnight, every Thursday td
Friday night.

Being alone one night, | knelt near the alta
rails in the middle of the chapel and, prostrate,
prayed the prayers of the Angel. Feeling tired,
then stood up and continued to say the prayerg
with my arms in the form of a cross. The only lig
was that of the sanctuary lamp. Suddenly the
whole chapel was illumined by a supernatural
light, and above the altar appeared a cross o ,"
light, reaching to the ceiling. In a brighter light on |
the upper part of the cross, could be seen the facgs
of a man and his body as far as the waist; upon hi
breast was a dove of light; nailed to the cross we |
the body of another man. A little below the waist,

the air, on to which drops of blood were falling
from the face of Jesus Crucified and from th
wound in His side. These drops ran down on to t
host and fell into the chalice. Beneath the right
arm of the cross was Our Lady and in her hanc
was her Immaculate Heart. (it was Our Lady of
Fatima, with her Immaculate Heart in her left
hand, without sword or roses, but with a crown of thorns and flames). Under the left arm of

the cross, large letters, -as if of crystal clear water which ran down upon the altar, formed

these words: "Grace and Mercy". | understood that it was the Mystery of the Most Holy Trin-
ity which was shown to me, and | received lights about this mystery which | am not permit-

ted to reveal.

Our Lady then said to me'The moment has come in which God asks the Holy Father,
in union with all the Bishops of the world, to make the consecration of Russia to my
Immaculate Heart, promising to save it by this means. There are so many souls
whom the justice of God condemns for sins committed against me, that | have come
to ask reparation: sacrifice yourself for this intention and pray."

The Consecration according to the plan of our Lady was finally made by Pope John Paul 1l on March 25, 1984. This
consecration was done in union with all the Bishops of the world, as our Lady had requested. Previous Popes had tried to
make the Consecration but were unsuccessful in fulfilling our Lady’s request that it be done “in union with all the Bishops.”

The message of Our Lady at Fatima, however, is far from over. As long as violence continues to reign in the world; as
long as sin abounds unchecked in the hearts of men and women; as long as the world continues on its perilous path to perdi-
tion, then the work of Our Lady remains unfulfilled. It is up to us to heed her call—to pray the Rosary daily, to amend our
lives, and to “offend God no more—for He is already greatly offended.”
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