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Would You Believe?
Faith. What is it?

“Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” So says
the Letter to the Hebrews (Hebrews 11:1). So there is the answer. But what does it
mean?

Let’s look at the most basic sense of faith. Do you have any question that various cities
around the world exist, even though you have never actually walked in them? Moscow,
Katmandu, Tokyo. And, can’t you make plans with a friend for dinner without having
to worry if that person is just a figment of your imagination? If so, you have conviction
of things (or persons) not seen. You have faith.

This ground level meaning is very simple, and perhaps didn’t need mention. I believe
my spleen exists, but so what? On the other hand, a lot of people say “God exists, but so
what?” Once you have faith that there actually is a God, maybe there has to be more.

Would that “more” be a relationship? With a friend you have assurance that he or she
will be loyal to you, will be true to the promise contained in friendship, as you also will
try to be. You have confidence your friend’s love will not expire.

This is a deeper level of faith, and let it be very clear that it includes moments when just
the opposite seems true, when it feels like a friend has surely turned away. Such suspi-
cions are terrible moments. Some of us avoid having close relationships altogether just
for fear of being deserted! Understandable as this is, all of us need to gradually and pru-
dently open to deeper friendships. We need and want to love and be loved, but it takes
time to learn that hurt does not necessarily mean cancellation of friendship, even with
God.

We see this type of faith in the First Reading. The writer has in fact been harmed and
speaks to God with great emotion, the way a friend might. “How long, O Lord? I cry for
help but you do not listen. Why do you let me see ruin? Why must I look at misery?”

Maybe God had not told this person that hurt could be part of relationship, so he or she
demands to know how the Lord could be so unmoved. Surprisingly, God answers, in a
lengthy and encouraging reply. “The vision still has its time,” he says, “presses on to
fulfillment, and it will not disappoint; if it delays, wait for it, it will surely come.”

God is saying, “I understand your sorrow and I will make things better.” But the big
problem is the “wait for it” part. God will make things better but not yet.

“ Not yet! what are you talking about?” our insides scream. “Why don’t you help us
right now? Why delay and give suffering such a feast?”” The apostles are saying roughly
the same thing to Jesus in the Gospel. “Increase our faith,” they say, and do it now.

But God is in fact giving us faith by delaying. We are not yet ready for the fullness of
belief in and with him (relationship), so he brings us along until we are. According to
Jesus it does not matter how much faith you have, a car-load or a teaspoon-full. Stay in
there and the rest will come.
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PRAYERS BEFORE MASS

When we enter the church, we come into the
Presence of the Living God. Take the time be-
fore Mass to place yourself in His Presence and to
ask for His Mercy for your sins and those of the
whole world, that the Sacrifice of the Mass may
not be offered in vain.

Most Holy Trinity,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

I adore You profoundly

and I offer you the most Sacred

Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity

of our Lord Jesus Christ,

present in all the Tabernacles of the
world

in reparation for the

sacrileges, outrages and indifference
to which He is everywhere subjected.
Through the infinite merits of His Most
Sacred Heart and the Immaculate
Heart of Mary, I ask the conversion of
poor sinners.

My God, I believe I adore, I trust and I
love You.

I beg pardon for those who do not be-

lieve, do not adore, do not trust and do
not love You.

Chaplet of Divine Mercy

On Rosary Beads pray:
Our Father.....

Hail Mary .....
I believe in One God....
On the large bead:s say:

Eternal Father,

| offer You the Body and Blood
Soul and Divinity

of Your Dearly Beloved Son,
Our Lord Jesus Christ

in atonement for our sins

and those of the whole world.

On the small beads say:

For the sake of His sorrowful Passion
have mercy on us and on the whole
world.

At the conclusion say three times

Holy God

Holy Mighty One

Holy Immortal One

Have mercy on us and on the whole
world.

Spiritual Life

Thursday Evening Holy Hour
this Thursday at 7 p.m. in
$t. Martin’s Church.

All Parishioners are strongly encouraged to take part in
this time before the Lord in the Blessed Sacrament as we
pray for the future of our Parish Community.

Our Lord is waiting for YOU!

“If souls would put themselves completely in My Care, I Myself would un-
dertake the task of sanctifying them, and I would lavish even greater
graces on them. There are souls who thwart My efforts, but I have not
given up on them; as often as they turn to Me, I hurry to their aid, shield-
ing them with My Mercy, and I give them the first place in My compas-
sionate Heart.” (Diary of St. Faustina # 1682)

This Week’s Scripture Day of Prayer and Recollection

Psalm 23:
Monday Zechariah 8:1-8
St. Theresa of Luke 9:46-50 The Lord is My Shepherd
Lisieux
Part 2
Tuesday Zechariah 8:20-23

Guardian Angels Luke 9:51-56

St. Ann’s Basilica

Wednesday Nehemiah 2:1-8 Scranton
Weekday Luke 9:57-62
Thursday Nehemiah 8:1-12 October 15th

St. Francis of Assisi Luke 10:1-12 9a.m.—3 p.m.

Friday Baruch 1:15-22

St. Faustina Luke 10:13-16 Conference, fellowship, quiet
time, Mass, Confession, lunch.

Saturday Baruch 4:5-12, 27-29

. Luke 10:17-24 . .
St. Bruno uke 10 For more information contact
Habbakuk 1:2-3, 2:2-4 :
Twenty-seventh | © Sr. Gertrude Grimes
Sunday in ’ 570-383-2763

Luke 17:5-10

What is needed is a Christian life distinguished above all in
the art of prayer’.® Inasmuch as contemporary culture,
even amid so many indications to the contrary, has wit-
nessed the flowering of a new call for spirituality, due also
to the influence of other religions, it is more urgent than
ever that our Christian communities should become
“genuine schools of prayer”.

The Rosary belongs among the finest and most praisewor-
thy traditions of Christian contemplation. Developed in the
West, it is a typically meditative prayer, corresponding in
some way to the “prayer of the heart” or “Jesus prayer”
which took root in the soil of the Christian East.
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[ ]
“ Current Events “ Liturgical Ministers
Religious Ed News Stuffed Cabbage & Sszhe(;lﬂi N
Religi Education Cl i aturday, October
full swing, f your child does not attend Turkey Soup Sale Vigi of the

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Catholic School, then they are to be ) 7
enrolled in our Catechetical Formation Saturday & Sunday October 6 & 7, 2407 4:00 p.m. St. Martin’s

Program. in our Parish Hall. Servers

Registration may take place on Sun-
day morning at 9:30 a.m. in our parish

hall. Stuffed Cabbage Turkey Soup|-ectors
E— - $1.50 each $2.50 quart [FV°°
N ] = ,
’% xi} i 7 55;%( sﬁwé $125 plnt Sunday, October 14
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Thank You to all who worked so dili- | Qrders may be picked up in the 8:30 a.m $t. Paul’s
gently for the success of our First An-

[

Soup Sale. after Mass on Saturday evening|-¢¢*°'s
Your efforts on behalf of the parish ara and Sunday Morning,. EMOC
greatly appreciated.
Sunday, October 14
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Planning Ahead . 11:00 a.m. $t. Martin’s
Autumn events y % Servers
in our Parish Community
_--'—""'__-:{:"
November 1st A e
) ) ONE VALLEY Lectors
All Saints Day A THEH[‘E;;H ENGUIRER
November 2nd TS CHURCH ELOER REALLY EMOC
All Souls Day ELVIS? CHURCH RECORDS
Plan now to attend Mass on these
days.
Sunday, November 11th ;
Feast of St. Martin of Tours ST. MARTIN'S
CHURCH CLEANING TEAM
This is our parish Festival, October 11. 2007
honoring our patron saint, Martin, Mar La’ke
Bishop of Tours. ATTEMPTS TO MAKE THE CHURCH NEWSLETTER MORE Y
The 11 a.m. Mass will be the EXCITING TO READ WERE GETTING OUT OF HAND. Joanne Hadnagy
patronal celebration of this feast. Fol-

lowing Mass there will be Eucharistic .
Adoration throughout the day. The Great Bend Knights of Columbus

Sr. Gertrude Grimes will be on hangd will hold a Spaghetti Dinner on Satur-
to conduct a Day of Reflection for gl day. October 13th from 4—7 p.m. at their

Please Remember in Prayer

parishioners in the parish Hall. hall located on Kilrow St. in Great Bend. Mary Grace Donohue
The Day will conclude with Evening Dinner includes Spaghetti and Meatballs, Pearena Hubel
Prayer at 5 p.m. and dinner following salad, bread, butter, dessert and bever- Justin Kinney

in the parish hall. age. Cost is $6.00 per person, $18.00 per Anthony LaCalamita
All Parishioners are asked to make| family. Take-outs and deliveries avail- Marlene Mazzocchi
provisions to plan to celebrate this flayable. For more information call 570-879- Julia Padaletti

of prayer and thanksgiving 4875.

Angelo & Joanne Petriello
Tommy Potter
Micah Stockdale
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Carpet-Vinyl-Tile
The Carpet Catalog
Box 173, Jackson Ave.
Thompson, PA 18465
Sales and Installation
(570) 727-3350
Hours: M-F 10a.m.—5 p.m., Sat. 9a.m.—1 p.m.

Hadnagy’s Mountain Hideaway
Guest House
Frank and JoAnn Hadnagy
P. O. Box 9 -Stack Rd.
Thompson, PA 18465
Phone: 570-727-3441 Fax: 570-727-1
E-Mail: mthdwy@epix.net

Website: mountainhideaway.net

Catering for all Occasions

ARMETTA'S
PIZZERIA & PUB

Exit 219 off Rt 81
Gibson, PA
(570) 465-5492

or visit our other location

Armetta’s Restaurant

329 Northern Blivd
Chinchilla, PA

(570) 586—5492

Lisa Winners Beauty Salon

Susquehanna (570) 853-2727
New Milford (570) 465-5353

Full Hair Care and Nail Salons

THIS SPACE
AVAILABLE

For more information,
or to reserve your space, contact
Joanne Hadnagy at 570 727 3441

- B
“Gunday gchool | like. Monday through
Friday school | could do without.”

19% Reminder to All Parishioners

Our parish relies solely on your
generosity and support.

In order to meet our monthly
expenses, our Sunday Collection

cannot dip below $2,000.00

Any extended period where the
weekly Offering to the Parish is
below $2,000.00 will have a det-
rimental effect on the parish as a
whole.

Please consider increasing your
offering by $1.00 or $2.00 each
week so that we can meet our
financial obligations.

Otherwise we risk losing what
we have.

Your Offering last Sunday

September 30, 2007

Loose 337.00
Candles 4.00
Offertory SM 1169.00
Offertory SP 325.00
Children’s Offering 7.50
All Saints 15.00
Dues 95.00
Diocesan Assessment 6.00
Fuel 15.00
Religious Ed 45.00
Your offering 2,018.50

National Collections

Mission Sunday 10.00
Retirement Fund for Reli-

gious

Total National Collections 10.00

Additional Account Deposits

Boot— A—Pest

Licensed Residential & Commercial
Pest Control Service

Mortgage Wood destroying Inspections

Ants—Mice— Spiders-Bees and Much more
Over 17 years experience

Jeff Owens Phone 570-281-94

All Soul’'s Day 10.00
Debt Reduction 20.00
Total Additional Ac- 30.00
Total Deposits 2,058.50

19)
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Parish Checkbook this Week

Chocolates by Irene

Specialty chocolates for all occasions
570-562-2007
All our chocolate is made to order to insure quality and freshness.
Order today for your special event!

Bridal or Baby Shower Easter Christmas
Birthday Party or any special occasion

Balance Forward 3,697.80
(09/28/07)

Income
Loose 337.00
Candles 4.00
Offertory SM 1,169.00
Offertory SP 325.00
Children 7.50
All Saints 15.00
Dues 95.00
Diocesan
Assessment 6.00
Utilities 15.00
Religious Ed 45.00
Mission Sunday 10.00
Other Income 50.00
Total Income
(09/13/07) 2,078.50
Balance Forward 3,697.80
+ Income this 2.078.50
week
Total Available 5.776.30
Funds

Expenditures

i The Diocesan Annual Appeal

i provides help to those in

i need!

Last year, more that :
£115,000.00 was distributed to :
isoup kitchens in Scranton, i
{ Wilkes-Barre and Williams-
iport, St. Anthony’s Homeless

i Shelter and Camp St. An-

i drew/Project Hope

i Thank You in advance for
i your generosity and support!

Each and every gift makes
i a difference.

"We'rg grateful for the checks, ut In grder for ug
to cash them, you [l have to make them out 1o the
church, ot 5o ‘The Big Guy Upstairs.”

Olde Church Emporium

Rt. 92 S. Jackson

Antiques bought and sold
Furniture Home Décor Miniatures Cand
Gifts

God knows what you'll find there!
Visit our Café and Bake Shoppe.

Café Bake Shoppe Tea Room

Brunch— Lunch Afternoon Tea
Baking Bread, Pies and Savories to Or
Open all year Thursday—Sunday 101

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
Deborah McNamee, proprietor

or visit us online at

www.oldechurchemporium.com

les

Her

Please
Patronize
our Sponsors

Administration 2,217.00
Rectory -0-
Liturgy 80.75
Religious Educa-

) -0-
tion

Plant Operation 0-

& Maintenance

Loan Repayment 1,000.00
Diocesan Schools

Subsidy

Total Expenses 3,297.75
Funds Available 5,776.30
- expenses - 3,297.75
Balance

(10/05/2007) 2,478.55

Francisco Martinez, Massage Therapi

Healing Touch Practitior

Therapeutic Touch—Swedish Massage— Refle

House Calls  Gift Certificates Available

By Appointment: (570)815-5566

D

X

Briechle & Gelso, LLC

Attorneys at Law
Serving NEPA with 2 offices

28 Maple St. 120 S. Franklin St.
P.O. Box 261 Wilkes-Barre, PA
Montrose, PA 18701

18801

(570) 278-2430 | (570)826-1405

Offering Legal Services in

—F

éxrsonal Injury Worker’s Compensation
State Court Litigation Criminal Defense
Federal Court Litigation Construction Law
loGantract Disputes Estates & Wills
Real Estate Social Security Disability
Corporate Matters

Michael Briechle, Esq.
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Sacramentum Caritatis:

An Apostolic Exhortation of Pope Benedict XVI

Saint of the week

“This great company of witnesses spurs us on to victory!”

The Eucharist and Eschatology

The Eucharist: a gift to men and women on their

Jjourney

30. If it is true that the sacraments are part of the Church's
pilgrimage through history (99) towards the full manifesta-
tion of the victory of the risen Christ, it is also true that, es-
pecially in the liturgy of the Eucharist, they give us a real
foretaste of the eschatological fulfilment for which every hu-
man being and all creation are destined (cf. Rom 8:19ff.).
Man is created for that true and eternal happiness which only
God's love can give. But our wounded freedom would go
astray were it not already able to experience something of
that future fulfilment. Moreover, to move forward in the right
direction, we all need to be guided towards our final goal.
That goal is Christ himself, the Lord who conquered sin and
death, and who makes himself present to us in a special way
in the eucharistic celebration. Even though we remain "aliens
and exiles" in this world (1 Pet 2:11), through faith we al-
ready share in the fullness of risen life. The eucharistic ban-
quet, by disclosing its powerful eschatological dimension,
comes to the aid of our freedom as we continue our journey.

The eschatological banquet

31. Reflecting on this mystery, we can say that Jesus' com-
ing responded to an expectation present in the people of
Israel, in the whole of humanity and ultimately in creation
itself. By his self-gift, he objectively inaugurated the es-
chatological age. Christ came to gather together the scat-
tered People of God (cf. Jn 11:52) and clearly manifested his
intention to gather together the community of the covenant,
in order to bring to fulfilment the promises made by God to
the fathers of old (cf. Jer 23:3; Lk 1:55, 70). In the calling of
the Twelve, which is to be understood in relation to the
twelve tribes of Israel, and in the command he gave them at
the Last Supper, before his redemptive passion, to celebrate
his memorial, Jesus showed that he wished to transfer to the
entire community which he had founded the task of being,
within history, the sign and instrument of the eschatological
gathering that had its origin in him. Consequently, every
eucharistic celebration sacramentally accomplishes the es-
chatological gathering of the People of God. For us, the eu-
charistic banquet is a real foretaste of the final banquet fore-
told by the prophets (cf. Is 25:6-9) and described in the New
Testament as "the marriage-feast of the Lamb" (Rev 19:7-
9), to be celebrated in the joy of the communion of saints
(100).

L Please pray for Daniel Travis Harkness ,

=S son of Bradley and Rebecca Harkness , and
Maria Christina Reavey , daughter of Jo-
seph and Rita Reavey, as they prepare for

their upcoming marriage. May God
strengthen their love for one another with
each passing day.

October 7th
Our Lady of the Rosary

This feast was insti-
tuted by Pope St. Pius V
in thanksgiving for the
great naval victory over
the Turks at the battle of

Lepanto on this day in the (\AT:;&&
-J\‘%

year 1570, a favor due to
the recitation of the Ro-
sary. This victory saved
Europe from being over-
run by the forces of Islam.

&
L}

1

Lepanto, perhaps the i }
most complete victory
ever gained over the Ot- B
toman Empire, on Octo- ===
ber 7, 1571, is commemo-
rated by the invocation "Help of Christians,” inserted in the
Litany of Loretto. At Belgrade the Turks were defeated on
the Feast of Our Lady ad Nives in 1716. A second victory
gained that year on the Octave of the Assumption deter-
mined Pope Clement Xl to command the Feast of the Ro-
sary to be celebrated by the universal Church. Leo Xl
added the invocation "Queen of the most Holy Rosary, pray
for us," to the Litany of Loretto. The Feast is in reality a
great festival of thanksgiving for the signal and countless
benefits bestowed on Christendom through the Rosary of
our blessed Queen.

In modern times successive popes have urged the faith-
ful to pray the rosary. It is a form of contemplative prayer,
mental and vocal prayer, which brings down God’s blessing
on the Church. It is a biblically inspired prayer which is cen-
tered on meditation on the salvific mysteries of Christ in un-
ion with Mary, who was so closely associated with her Son in
his redeeming activity.

Pope Benedict XVI invites all families to pray the rosary
for the intentions of the Pope, the mission of the Church and
peace. "It is as if every year Our Lady invited us to redis-
cover the beauty of this prayer, so simple and profound.”
The rosary, a "contemplative and Christocentric prayer, in-
separable from the meditation of sacred Scripture,” is "the
prayer of the Christian who advances in the pilgrimage of
faith, in the following of Jesus, preceded by Mary," said the
Pontiff.
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\ Jesus Teaches About Faith l

The apostles asked Jesus to
give them more faith.

Find the hidden objects: i‘g /‘tr«:f) (A pﬁﬁaﬁ

Faith is like a little seed that grows
into a large tree.

Color in the shapes that have a mustard seed ».

The disciples made a reguest. What was it?

Page 7

Lise the code to find what the disciples said to Jesus.
2=A 5=F B=M 11=5
3=C G=H 9=0 12=T
4 =E T=1 10 =R ia=U
11-4 2+6 63 5+5 31 8-6 G+5 242

"

Jesus said that the disciples
should do what God asks without
expecting a great reward.
What else did Jesus say?

Find the words to Luke 17:10b here.
O Ui Dirne, wrile e leller Uil Tolloses i e dlpd el

ABCDEFGHIJELMNOPORSTUWVWXY Z

B OGE S« O Bes B3R Canton, 4 ALTIE « B0 0522144 « waw Chiidiaraisies com

Y created using
#3¢1 BCL easyPDF
Printer Driver
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The h] Mass Intentions Week of October 8 h—14"
Parish 2 Feast Intention Offered by
Community :’) Monday "HHNGD\ No Mass Scheduled
of 5
St. Martin of Tours M | tueday 6w 'HQLV | &Rfred Oleson Family
and 5
d
St. Paul | | Wednesday "HHNGD\ George Hubel Betty Menapace
the Apostle 5
b Thursday "HHNGD\ Jeffrey Russell Genevieve Leet
R.R.1Box 396 Friday "HHNGD\ No Mass Scheduled
Jackson, PA
Saturday :HHNGD\ No Mass Scheduled
Phone: (570) 756-2541
Fax: (570) 756-2105 Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
E-Mail: Saturday
parish@martinoftours.com Vigil 4 p.m. Louis Mazzocchi Family
St. Martin’s
Pastor Sunday 2:3?3&7}. George Hubel Mr. & Mrs. Sandy Battisti
Rev. Kenneth M. Seegar t. Paul's
Parish Pastoral Council Sunday Qlfl:laggi'mq' Matthew Menapac
Michael Briechle
Mark Fallon This-Weekmour Parish
Denise Finnegan
Diane Frye Confession 8:00 a.m.. SP by request only
Charlene Kempa Sunday Mass 8:30 a.m. SP
Robert Klein Soup & Stuffed Cabbage Sale—9 a.m.—
Alfie Lambert Today Noon

No Religious Education Classes
Sunday Mass 11:00 a.m. SM

Connie Panasevich
Parish Mission

Parish Finance Council Mond No Morning Mass Statement
Michael Briechle, Chairperson onday Rectory Office Closed )
Richard Lake We, the Roman Catholic Par-
Matthew M T d Morning Mass—Rectory Chapel—9 a.m. ;I;‘ gf Slt'tl‘l:/la';t'n OtT To_urtshand
atthew Menapace wesday ;. Eire opo o P e Aposte e

Sharon Panasevich community of rich éliverse
Rita Reavey Wednesday Morning Mass—Rectory Chapel—9 a.m. talents and cultures.
Betsy Supancik Rectory Office Opened

Morning Mass—Rectory Chapel—9 a.m. We are called to encour-

Religious Ed Program age all to share God’s gifts, in

Thu“day Rectory Office Opened partnership with Him, for the

ina Baker in’
gh aI a K Holy Hour 7 p.m. St. Martin's good of the Body of Christ.
ariene Kempa
Alfie Lambert No Morning Mass W i
. e are a worshipping,
Anthony Maloney F"day Rectory Office Closed . Eucharistic Community, united
4 p.m. Harkness-Reavey Wedding SM with the Holy Father, our
Maureen Maloney ;

. Bishop and our Pastor, to make
Diane Monteforte . Christ present in our world,
Pat Stewart No Morning Mass through the Mass, and united in

Him, to proclaim the Word of
Ruth Zeck Saturday | ccions 3:00 p.m. SM God in vx[/)orks of hospitality,
Vigil Mass 28th Sunday OT 4:00 p.m. SM charity, and mercy.

We are committed to serv-

28th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME . ;
ing one another in the name of

We're on the Web!

Confession 8:00 a.m.. SP by request only Jesus Christ, so that the King-
See us at: Sunday Sunday Mass 8:30 a.m. SP dom of God becomes more
www.martinoftours.com Religious Education Classes 9:30 a.m. SM visible in our world today.

PSSHTIHTIOTH

Sunday Mass 11:00 a.m. SM
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