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Beds of Ivory .

How often we allow ourselves to be blinded to certain sights, thereby ignoring the precious in favor of the
mundane.

For instance. A wise man came to a banquet, dirty and dressed in rags. He made his way among the
crowd. The host approached him with protestations about his sloppy appearance and told him to go dress
properly and he would be welcome.

So that is what the prophet did. He bathed in the river and then dressed in the finest clothing he could bor-
row. He returned to the party to find himself warmly welcomed and even honored.

But as the evening proceeded, someone noticed the wise man sitting in the corner playing strangely with
the food from his plate. The host was summoned and he demanded to know why the man was putting all
his food, spoon by spoon, into he sleeve of his fine garment!

The man answered, “I am not the one who was invited to the banquet; obviously it is my clothes that were.
So I am giving them what a guest should receive!”

The point is obvious and humorous. And the question? Which is more important, the human person or the
luxuries of life by which s/he is surrounded? The host was blind to the greatness of the guest.

A second instance, this one from the Gospel for Sunday. A rich man went to hell. In life there was a poor
wretch lying at his door starving. He ignored the man entirely. Now, after death, the poor man was cradled
in the bosom of Abraham in heaven, while the rich man was agonizing in hell. Fine food and fine clothes
had been normal fare, but they did not save him.

Take a look at the First Reading for a description of the kind of blind luxury the rich man had preferred
instead of his fellow human being. God describes the complacent people in Zion “lying on beds of ivory . .
.. They eat lambs taken from the flock and calves from the stall! . . . They drink wine from precious bowls
and anoint themselves with the best oils . . . .” God says they shall be the first to go into exile.

If you live in the “First World” —in the United States, for example—the amount of self-indulgence and
coddling you receive every single day far, far surpasses anything described in these stories. Our small
population uses a tremendous portion of the world’s resources, a portion that increases every day. Are you
and I helping to overlook the plight of the world’s people as we stretch on our couches and gobble up our
television shows?

The rich man in the parable never even glanced at the poor person outside his door until now, when he
wanted something for himself. But when he died he got what he had wanted all his life: a future empty of
true relationship to others.

“Send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am suffering torment in these
flames.” Get it? Even now he does not ask for human relationship but for the relief of his own need.

What will it take for you and I to open our eyes to those who need us, who need the love of God as chan-
neled through us? Will we notice them if they are dressed well enough? Will we be persuaded only if
“someone should rise from the dead”?

But that already happened.

Rev. John Foley SJ
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PRAYERS BETFORE MASS

When we enter the church, we come into the
Presence of the Living God. Take the time be-
fore Mass to place yourself in His Presence and to
ask for His Mercy for your sins and those of the
whole world, that the Sacrifice of the Mass may
not be offered in vain.

Most Holy Trinity,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

| adore You profoundly

and | offer you the most Sacred

Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity

of our Lord Jesus Christ,

present in all the Tabernacles of the
world

in reparation for the

sacrileges, outrages and indifference
to which He is everywhere subjected.
Through the infinite merits of His Most
Sacred Heart and the Immaculate
Heart of Mary, | ask the conversion of
poor sinners.

My God, | believe | adore, | trust and |
love You.

| beg pardon for those who do not be-
lieve, do not adore, do not trust and do
not love You.

Chaplet of Divine Mercy

On Rosary Beads pray:
Our Father.....

Hail Mary .....

| believe in One God....

On the large beads say:

Eternal Father,

| offer You the Body and Blood
Soul and Divinity

of Your Dearly Beloved Son,
Our Lord Jesus Christ

in atonement for our sins

and those of the whole world.

On the small beads say:

For the sake of His sorrowful Passion
have mercy on us and on the whole
world.

At the conclusion say three times

Holy God

Holy Mighty One

Holy Immortal One

Have mercy on us and on the whole
world.

Spiritual Life “

'! Thursday Evening Holy Hour
~ this Thursday at 7 p.m. in
. St. Martin’s Church.

All Parishioners are strongly encouraged to take
part in this time before the Lord in the Blessed
Sacrament as we pray for the future of our Par-
ish Community.

Our Lord is waiting for YOU!

“Act like a beggar who does not back away
when he gets more alms than he asked for, but
offers thanks all the more fervently. You too
should not back away and say that you are un-
worthy of receiving greater graces when | give
them to you. | know you are unworthy, but re-

. joice all the more and take as many treasures
8 from My Heart as you can carry, for then you
F" will please Me the more. And | will tell you one

% more thing: Take these graces not only for

yourself, but also for others; that is, encourage the souls with whom you
come in contact to trust in My infinite Mercy. Oh, how | love those souls

who have complete confidence in Me. | will do everything for them.”

of St. Faustina # 294)

This Week’s Scripture

Monday

St. Theresa of
Lisieux
Tuesday
Guardian Angels

Wednesday
Weekday

Thursday
St. Francis of Assisi

Friday
St. Faustina

Saturday
St. Bruno

Twenty-seventh
Sunday in

Zechariah 8:1-8
Luke 9:46-50

Zechariah 8:20-23
Luke 9:51-56

Nehemiah 2:1-8
Luke 9:57-62

Nehemiah 8:1-12
Luke 10:1-12

Baruch 1:15-22
Luke 10:13-16

Baruch 4:5-12, 27-29
Luke 10:17-24

Habbakuk 1:2-3, 2:2-4
2 Timothy 1;6-14
Luke 17:5-10

(Diary

Day of Prayer and Recollection
Psalm 23:
The Lord is My Shepherd
Part 2

St. Ann'’s Basilica
Scranton

October 15th
9a.m.—3 p.m.

Conference, fellowship, quiet
time, Mass, Confession, lunch.

For more information contact
Sr. Gertrude Grimes

What does it profit to gain the whole world
and lose your soul in the process?
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“ Current Events “ Liturgical Ministers
Religious Ed News Planning Ahead Schedule
Religious Education Classes are now in ful Autumn events Satli;di_ily. f(Dfr:Ober 6
igil of the

™

swing. If your child does not attend Catholi
School, then they are to be enrolled in our
Catechetical Formation Program.

Registration may take place on Sunday
morning at 9:30 a.m. in our parish hall.

"%%‘ﬁi ” Fie Y

Stuffed Cabbage &
Turkey Soup Sale

Saturday & Sunday October 6 & 7, 2
in our Parish Hall.

Stuffed Cabbage Turkey Soup
$1.50 each $2.50 quart
$1.25 pint

Orders may be placed by calling
Dolores Goodger at 756-3305

Pre-orders are preferred.

0

in our Parish Community

November 1st
All Saints Day
November 2nd
All Souls Day
Plan now to attend Mass on these d

Sunday, November 11th
Feast of St. Martin of Tours

This is our parish Festival,
(gfnoring our patron saint, Martin,
ishop of Tours.

The 11 a.m. Mass will be th
patronal celebration of this feast. Fg
lowing Mass there will be Eucharisti
Adoration throughout the day.
Sr. Gertrude Grimes will be on hand
conduct a Day of Reflection for all
parishioners in the parish Hall.

The Day will conclude with Evening
Prayer at 5 p.m. and dinner followin
the parish hall.

All Parishioners are asked to make
visions to plan to celebrate this day
prayer and thanksgiving

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 p.m. St. Martin’s

Servers

Lectors

MEMoc

Sunday, October 7
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:30 a.m St. Paul's

Lectors
| EMOC

[¢)

(%]

Sunday, October 7
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
11:00 a.m. St. Martin’s

tq

Servers
g in
Lectors
pre-
of[EMOC

WANTED: GLASS BOTTLES and
LIDS

in pint and quart sizes for Soup Sale.
(used mayonnaise jars, etc.)

Drop off in the boxes provided in the vestibulg
This will help us keep down the cost of supplig

Thank You.

Corpus Christi Harvest Festival

The Annual Harvest Festival of CorpU
Christi Church, Rt. 438, Montdale, will be held

on Sunday, September 30, from 12:15—5:00

p.m. in the Parish Center. The festival will fea-

Fastor Elgin's spirftual retreat brought him
closer to God than he ever expec:ed.

ST. MARTIN’S
CHURCH CLEANING TEAM
October 4, 2007
Jen Mazzocchi
Bill Leahy
Matt Menapace

Please Remember in Prayer

Mary Grace Donohue

Kathy Flor

ture a full Turkey Dinner (take outs from 12:15heGreat Bend Knights of Columbus
4:00 p.m.) and many games and prizes. The il hold a Spaghetti Dinner on Satur-

down meal is now handicap accessible thankgay, October 13th from 4—7 p.m. at their
hall located on Kilrow St. in Great Bend.

a new elevator. All are invited to attend.

Directions: | =81 to exit 201, turn east, 3-4 mi@a

on the right.
Come enjoy the Fall Foliage
and the Wonderful Festival.

Dinner includes Spaghetti and Meatbal

age. Cost is $6.00 per person, $18.00
family. Take-outs and deliveries avail-

able. For more information call 570-879-

4875.

ad, bread, butter, dessert and bever-

Pearena Hubel
Justin Kinney
Anthony LaCalamita
Marlene Mazzocchi
Julia Padaletti
Angelo & Joanne Petriello
Tommy Potter
Micah Stockdale

Ils,

pef
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Carpet-Vinyl-Tile
The Carpet Catalog
Box 173, Jackson Ave.
Thompson, PA 18465
Sales and Installation
(570) 727-3350

Hours: M-F 10a.m.—5 p.m., Sat. 9a.m.—1 p.m.

Lisa Winners Beauty Salon

Susquehanna (570) 853-2727
New Milford (570) 465-5353

Full Hair Care and Nail Salons

THIS SPACE
AVAILABLE

For more information,
or to reserve your space, contact
Joanne Hadnagy at 570 727 3441

Hadnagy’s Mountain Hideaway

Guest House
Frank and JoAnn Hadnagy
P. 0. Box 9 -Stack Rd.
Thompson, PA 18465
Phone: 570-727-3441 Fax: 570-727-1

E-Mail: mthdwy@epix.net
Website: mountainhideaway.net

Catering for all Occasions

ARMETTA'S
PIZZERIA & PUB

Exit 219 off Rt 81
Gibson, PA
(570) 465-5492

or visit our other location

Armetta’s Restaurant

329 Northern Blivd
Chinchilla, PA

(570) 586—5492

Your Offering last Sunday
September 23, 2007
Loose 253.00
Candles 8.00
Offertory SM 1239.00
Offertory SP 316.00
“Remember, sir, that which you render unto God is Children’s Offering 5.00
deductible from that which you render unto Caesar”
, o Assumption 7.00
194 Reminder to All Parishioners
Dues
Our parish relies solely on your :
generosity and support. Diocesan Assessment 15.00
Fuel 25.00
In order to meet our monthly
expenses, our Sunday Collection | Donation
cannot dip below $2,000.00 ]
P Your offering 1,868.00

Any extended period where the
weekly Offering to the Parish is

National Collections

below $2,000.00 will have a det-
rimental effect on the parish as a

Catholic Relief Services

whole.

Eastern Europe

Please consider increasing youf
offering by $1.00 or $2.00 each

Total National Collections

week so that we can meet our
financial obligations.

Additional Account Deposits

Otherwise we risk losing what
we have.

Debt Reduction 187.00
Total Additional Accounts 187.00
Total Deposits 2,055.00

Boot— A—Pest

Licensed Residential & Commercial
Pest Control Service

Mortgage Wood destroying Inspections

Ants—Mice— Spiders-Bees and Much more
Over 17 years experience

Jeff Owens Phone 570-281-94

19)
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Parish Checkbook this Week

Chocolates by Irene

Specialty chocolates for all occasions
570-562-2007

All our chocolate is made to order to insure quality and freshness.
Order today for your special event!

Bridal or Baby Shower Easter Christmas
Birthday Party or any special occasion

(Boagllaznoc}g;z)orward 2’63812 :- ............. A bbb bl ; Café Bake Shoppe Tea ROOm
Income 2007 Diocesan Annual Appeal Brunch— Lunch Afternoon Tea
Loose 253.00 : . i | Baking Bread, Pies and Savories to Orf
Loose 23 { The 2007 Diocesan Annual aking Bread, Pies and Savories to Orfler
: { Appeal is now underway in Open all year Thursday—Sunday 10+-5
Offertory SM 1239.00 our parish. Every parish fam- All Major Credit Cards Accepted
Off_ertory SP 316.00 tily is asked to consider mak- Deborah McNamee, proprietor
ih”dfe”_ ?88 ting a pledge or gift to this or visit us online at
ssumption . : s .
P i year's Appeal. Please return www.oldechurchemporium.com
Dges i the pledge card you receive in
Diocesan 15.00 i the mail as soon as possible.
Assessment :
Utilities 25.00 { Your support of the 2007 Di- Please
Donation : ocesan Annual Appeal ensures
Total Income i that essential educational, i
(09/13/07) 1,868.00 pastoral and charitable minis- Patr0n|ze
Balance Forward 2,638.12 : tries of the Diocese of Scran-
+ Income this i ton are maintained and car- our Sponsors
week +1,868.00 i ried forward.
Total Available 4.506.12

Funds

Expenditures

Olde Church Emporium

Rt. 92 S. Jackson

Antiques bought and sold

Furniture Home Décor Miniatures Candles
Gifts
God knows what you'll find there!

Visit our Café and Bake Shoppe.

Each and every gift makes
i a difference.

Administration 400.82
Rectory -0-
Liturgy 415.00
Religious Educa- 0-
tion
Plant Operation
& Maintenance 382.50
Insurance Briechle & Gelso, LLC
Diocesan Schools Attorneys at Law
Subsidy _ _ _
Serving NEPA with 2 offices
Total Expenses 1,198.32 28 Maple St. | 120 S. Franklin St.
_ P.O. Box 261 Wilkes-Barre, PA

Funds Available 4.506.12 Montrose, PA 18701
- expenses -1,198.32 18801

"It's my Diocesan Appeal Pledge Card!" (570) 278-2430 (570)826-1405
Balance 3.307.80
(09/28/2007) U

Francisco Martinez, Massage Therapis|

—F

Offering Legal Services in

sonal Injury  Worker’'s Compensation

Healing TOUCh PraCtitioné State Court Litigation Criminal Defenge

Federal Court Litigation Construction Lay
Therapeutic Touch—Swedish Massage— Reflexolggtract Disputes Estates & Wills

Gift Certificates Available | | Real Estate Social Security Disability
Corporate Matters

House Calls

By Appointment: (570)815-5566 || Michael Briechle, Esq.
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Sacramentum Catritatis:

An Apostolic Exhortation of Pope Benedict XVI

Saint of the week

“This great company of witnesses spurs us on to victo

V. The Eucharist
and Matrimony

The Eucharist and
the indissolubility of
marriage

Given the complex
cultural context which
the Church today en-
counters in many
countries, the Synod
also recommended devoting maximum pastoral
tention to training couples preparing for marriage
and to ascertaining beforehand their convictions|r
garding the obligations required for the validity of
the sacrament of Matrimony. Serious discernmen
this matter will help to avoid situations where impt
sive decisions or superficial reasons lead two yau
people to take on responsibilities that they are the
incapable of honouring. (98) The good that the

a

n )

L

Church and society as a whole expect from marriagg

and from the family founded upon marriage is sa
great as to call for full pastoral commitment to this
particular area. Marriage and the family are institu
tions that must be promoted and defended from
every possible misrepresentation of their true naty
since whatever is injurious to them is injurious to
society itself.

__ Il Please pray for Daniel Travis Harkness ,

=== son of Bradley and Rebecca Harkness , and
Maria Christina Reavey , daughter of Jo-
seph and Rita Reavey, as they prepare for
their upcoming marriage. May God
strengthen their love for one another with
each passing day.

VNN
\//Il
\//
'~

\\

AR

October 2nd
Guardian Angels

Angels are servants and mes-
sengers from God. "Angel" in Gree
means messenger. In unseen way
the angels help us on our earthly
pilgrimage by assisting us in work
and study, helping us in temptatio
and protecting us from physical
danger.

The idea that each soul has
assigned to it a personal guardian
angel has been long accepted by
the Church and is a truth of our
daith. From the Gospel of today's
liturgy we read: "See that you neve
tcf(:’tefspise any of these little ones, fo

| you that their angels in heaven :
Jare continually in the presence of my Father in heaven"
[MMatthew 18:10). ThEatechism of the Catholic Church
mtates that "the existence of the spiritual, non-corporeal b
ings that Sacred Scripture usually calls 'angels' is a truth
faith (328)." From our birth until our death, man is sur-
nded by the protection and intercession of angels, par,
ticularly our guardian angel: "Beside each believer stands
angel as protector and shepherd leading him to life (336)
The Church thanks God for our helpers, the angels, parti¢
larly on this feast day and September 29. Today's feast a
peared in Spain during the sixteenth century. It was ex-
Hé&hded to the universal Church and made obligatory in
1670.

"Be alert in your every action as one should be who is ac-
companied by angels in all your ways, for that mission has
been enjoined upon them. In whatever lodging, in what-

ever nook or corner you may find yourself, cherish a rever-
ence for your guardian angel. In his presence do not dare
to do anything you would not do in mine. Or do you doubt

his presence because you do not see him? Would it reall
help if you did hear him, or touch him, or smell him? Re-
member, there are realities whose existence has not beer
proven by mere sight.

"Brethren, we will love God's angels with a most affection-
ate love; for they will be our heavenly co-heirs some day,
these spirits who now are sent by the Father to be our pro-
tectors and our guides. With such bodyguards, what are we
to fear? They can neither be subdued nor deceived; nor is
there any possibility at all that they should go astray who
are to guard us in all our ways. They are trustworthy, they
are intelligent, they are strong — why, then, do we trem-
ble? We need only to follow them, remain close to them,
and we will dwell in the protection of the Most High God.
So as often as you sense the approach of any grave temp-
tation or some crushing sorrow hangs over you, invoke your
protector, your leader, your helper in every situation. Call
out to him and say: Lord, save us, we are perishing."

t

<

0
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When the beggar Lazarus died,
w the angels took him to be
comforted at Abraham’s side.

‘; lI\Eac:h set of lines ends with words that rhyme.
Choose words from the list below to
complete the poem.
gate licked more side man clothes down day
plate  picked poor hide began knows frown way

Help Lazarus get to Abraham.

The rich man lived in luxury, dressed in purple

Purple is the color of kings - everybody

In his fine lined robes he feasted well each

He looked at life through selfish eyes, he saw no other

A helpless beggar, Lazarus, lay at the rich man's

All he wanted were crumbs that fell from someone’s

His body was covered with sores that street dogs came and
It wasn't the lile you would choose, not what Lazarus had

The stary goes on ... in Luke we read what happened to each
The time came for their lives to end, but for one it really !
The angels took poor Lazarus to Father Abraham'’s

The rich man was buried and from trouble couldn’t

The rich man asked for Lazarus to bring some water
But the answer Abraham gave to him only made him
The many comforts that he had on earth would be no
| azarus would have them now since on earth he had been

The rich man said if someone from
. . the dead went to his brothers, they

Shade in the spaces with ® s. 0 would listen. How did Abraham

answer him?

12 ~ _
and 19
someone
“
5-1= 147= 13-12= 15-5=
T6+2= Y+8= U+2=
3+9= 6-1= 3+3= ' 17+5=
18-3= 5+8= 247= 11-4=
B+1d= 12-9= 5+1d= 3+18=
»
20-4= T+7= 16-5=

@ 2006 CRI - PO Box 26263 Canton, OH 44735 - 300 £92-2144 - waw.ChidrensBulleting.com
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The
Parish
Community
of
St. Martin of Tours
and
St. Paul
the Apostle

R. R. 1 Box 396
Jackson, PA

Phone: (570) 756-2541
Fax: (570) 756-2105

E-Mail:
parish@ martinoftours.com

Pastor
Rev. Kenneth M. Seegar

Parish Pastoral Council
Michael Briechle
Mark Fallon
Denise Finnegan
Diane Frye
Charlene Kempa
Robert Klein
Alfie Lambert
Connie Panasevich

Parish Finance Council
Michael Briechle, Chairperson
Richard Lake

Matthew Menapace

Sharon Panasevich

Rita Reavey

Betsy Supancik

Religious Ed Program
Gina Baker

Charlene Kempa

Alfie Lambert

Anthony Maloney
Maureen Maloney
Diane Monteforte

Pat Stewart

Ruth Zeck

We're on the Web!
See us at:
www.martinoftours.com

IAAAAAAAAAAAAS

Mass Intentions Week of October 1 st_—g
Feast Intention Offered by
Monday 6W 7KHUHVH RI WKH
Tuesday *XDUGLDQ $QJHOV
Wednesday :HHNGD\
No Mass Scheduled
Thursday 6W )UDQFLV RI $V
Friday 6W )DXVWLQD
Saturday 6W %UXQR
Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
Saturday
Vigil 4 p.m. Gerald Frye Raymond Frye
St. Martin’s
Sunday 8:30 a.m. Clarence Smit John & Laurie Frve & Fami
7 Sl PdUl'sS

'his Week in our Parish

D
)
)
)

- 11:00 a.m. ST
Qulluay St Martln,s wIartamt m T UoNI
Sunday Mass 8:30 a.m. SP
Today Religious Education 9:30—10:45 Parish Hall
Sunday Mass 11:00 a.m. SM
No Morning Mass
Monday Rectory Office Closed
No Morning Mass
TueSday Rectory Office Closed
No Morning Mass
WedneSday Rectory Office Closed
No Morning Mass
Thursday | Rectory Office Closed
Holy Hour 7 p.m. St. Martin's
No Morning Mass
Friday Rectory Office Closed
Soup & Stuffed Cabbage Workers—9 a.m.
No Morning Mass
Soup & Stuffed Cabbage Workers—9 a.m.
Saturday Soup & Stuffed Cabbage Sale—3 -6 p.m.
Confessions 3:00 p.m. SM
Vigil Mass 27th Sunday OT 4:00 p.m. SM
27th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Confession 8:00 a.m.. SP by request only
Sunday Mass 8:30 a.m. SP
Sunday Soup & Stuffed Cabbage Sale—9 a.m.—

Noon
No Religious Education Classes
Sunday Mass 11:00 a.m. SM

Parish Mission
Statement

We, the Roman Catholic
Parish of St. Martin of Tours
and St. Paul the Apostle, in
the Diocese of Scranton, are
a faith community of rich,
diverse talents and cultures.

We are called to encour-
age all to share God's gifts,
in partnership with Him, for
the good of the Body of
Christ.

We are a worshipping,
Eucharistic Community,
united with the Holy Father,
our Bishop and our Pastor, to
make Christ present in our
world, through the Mass, and
united in Him, to proclaim
the Word of God in works of
hospitality, charity, and
mercy.

We are committed to
serving one another in the
name of Jesus Christ, so that
the Kingdom of God becomes
more visible in our world
today.
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