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A Furious Love
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How sweet of old earth to rain down abundance so fiercely.

I sit on a screened-in porch in Wisconsin, where I am making retreat. I listen to the delicious, 
drenching sounds of the huge rain, splattering and slapping the earth.

Is it friend or foe? For sure such a storm could take me down if I were silly enough to be walking 
in it. Its violence is restrained mainly by its need to get water out of the skies and into the earth 
as fast as possible. No intention of harming anything. But I remember New Orleans and feel a 
twinge of fright.

Well, the rain just ignores me. In fact it redoubles its efforts. Its huge sound gets huger, like a 
swell of applause.

Rain like this carries goodness for the tender, tough earth. I know this. Comfort sighs deep 
within the storm’s rough pounding, and big branches bow their tousled heads to receive their 
cleansing and their nourishment.

But why such so furious a love, one that is so sweetly intended but so able to hurt? I do not 
know. Maybe “tough love” is what keeps our planet in bloom. Hopkins addressed God as 
“Father and fondler of heart thou hast wrung: Hast thy dark descending and most art merciful 
then.”

Jesus is headed into darkness this Sunday in Luke’s Gospel. He is on his way to Jerusalem. He 
loves her and her people, and wants to shower abundance upon them. But he knows with increas-
ing certainly that she will put him, not merely down a cistern as soldiers did Jeremiah, not just 
outside the gates and walls, but right straight into the jaws of death. It is a baptism, he says, and 
he wants it. He shouts to his disciples that he has come to set the earth on fire—just like the blaz-
ing lightning tonight. “How great is my anguish until it is accomplished,” he says.

Is Jesus the storm or is he the stormed upon? Both, I think. He is filled with the Spirit of God and 
he cannot wait to let it flow. But he must stand in the pounding rain too. He will not run away. 
He walks into a continuous storm that has by no means reached its apex.

No wonder he is distraught. Love is not just sweetness and light, it is the dark and pounding rain 
of people’s emphatic “no” as well.

I think of the First Reading. There, Jeremiah is literally “stuck in the mud.” He had prophesied 
too truly and too many times. They threw him into an empty cistern with just enough mud for 
him to sink into. How could he prophesy from the midst of the mud?

How could Jesus speak God’s Word from a criminal’s cross? Yet he does.

The rains pour down. I see a single lamp across the lake showing through it all. Is this a porch-
light of welcome? But as I look directly, it surrenders itself as just an old, white piece of leaf that 
has caught in the screen and reflects light from my lamp inside. I play a game. I shift my eyes up 
and it is a lantern. I look back and it is a remnant of leaf-life. Back, forth. Which is it really?

I take comfort, since, of course, it is both. Christ makes a home of both.
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Prayers Before Mass
   When we enter the church, we come into the 
Presence of the Living God. Take the time be-
fore Mass to place yourself in His Presence and to 
ask for His Mercy for your sins and those of the 
whole world, that the Sacrifice of the Mass may 
not be offered in vain.

Most Holy Trinity, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
I adore You profoundly
and I offer you the most Sacred
Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity
of our Lord Jesus Christ,
present in all the Tabernacles of the 
world
in reparation for the 
sacrileges, outrages and indifference
to which He is everywhere subjected.
Through the infinite merits of His Most 
Sacred Heart and the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, I ask the conversion of 
poor sinners.

My God, I believe I adore, I trust and I 
love You.
I beg pardon for those who do not be-
lieve, do not adore, do not trust and do 
not love You.

Chaplet of Divine Mercy

On Rosary Beads pray:
Our Father…..

Hail Mary …..

I believe in One God….

On the large beads say:

Eternal Father,
I offer You the Body and Blood
Soul and Divinity
of Your Dearly Beloved Son,
Our Lord Jesus Christ 
in atonement for our sins
and those of the whole world.

On the small beads say:

For the sake of His sorrowful Passion
have mercy on us and on the whole 
world.

At the conclusion say three times

Holy God
Holy Mighty One
Holy Immortal One
Have mercy on us and on the whole 
world.

Monday
St. Bernard

Judges 2:11-19

Matthew 19:16-22

Tuesday
St. Pius X

Judges 6:11-24

Matthew 19:23-30

Wednesday
Queenship of Mary

Judges 9:6-15

Matthew 20:1-16

Thursday
St. Rose of Lima

Judges 11:29-39

Matthew 22:1-14

Friday
St.  Bartholomew

Revelation 21:9-14

John 1:45-51

Saturday
St. Joseph Calasanz 

Ruth 2: 1-3, 8-11: 4:13-17

Matthew 23:1-12

Twenty-first 
Sunday in Ordi-
nary Time

Isaiah 66:18-21
Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13

Luke 13:22-30

This Week’s ScriptureThe Queenship of Mary
August 22nd

The faithful, under the guidance of
an unerring Catholic instinct, have ever 
recognized the queenly dignity of  the 
Mother of  "The King of  kings and Lord of
lords": the Fathers, the Doctors of  the 
Church, Popes, down through the centu-
ries, have given authoritative expression 
to this truth and the crowning testimony 
to this common belief is to be found 
clearly expressed in the wonders of  art 
and in the profound teaching of  the lit-
urgy. In their turn theologians have 
shown the fitting nature of  this title of
Queen as applied to the Mother of  God, 
since she was so closely associated with 
the redemptive work of  her Son and is 
the Mediatrix of  all graces. Pius XII, by 
his encyclical letter of  October 11, 1954, 
granted the unanimous desire of  the 
faithful and their pastors and instituted 
the feast of  the Queenship of Mary , giv-
ing sanction thus to a devotion that was 
already paid by the faithful throughout 
the world to the sovereign Mother of
heaven and earth.

With the certainty of faith we know 
that Jesus Christ is king in the full, 
literal, and absolute sense of the 
word; for He is true God and man. 
This does not, however, prevent Mary 
from sharing His royal prerogatives, 
though in a limited and analogous 
manner; for she was the Mother of 
Christ, and Christ is God; and she 
shared in the work of the divine Re-
deemer, in His struggles against ene-
mies and in the triumph He won over 
them all. From this union with Christ 
the King she assuredly obtains so emi-
nent a status that she stands high 
above all created things; and upon this 
same union with Christ is based that 
royal privilege enabling her to distrib-
ute the treasures of the kingdom of 
the divine Redeemer. And lastly, this 

same union with Christ is the fountain of the inexhaustible efficacy of her motherly 
intercession in the presence of the Son and of the Father.

Without doubt, then, does our holy Virgin possess a dignity that far transcends 
all other creatures. In the eyes of her Son she takes precedence over everyone else. 
In order to help us understand the preeminence that the Mother of God enjoys over 
all creation, it would help to remember that from the first moment of her conception 
the holy Virgin was filled with such a plenitude of grace as to surpass the graces en-
hancing all the saints. Recall what our predecessor Pius IX, of blessed memory, wrote 
in his Bull Ineflabilis Deus: "More than all the angels and all the saints has God inef-
fable freely endowed Mary with the fullness of the heavenly gifts that abound in the 
divine treasury; and she, preserving herself ever immaculately clean from the slight-
est taint of sin, attained a fullness of innocence and holiness so great as to be un-
thinkable apart from God Himself, a fullness that no one other than God will ever 
possess."

Spurred on by piety and faith, may we glory in being subject to the rule of the 
Virgin Mother of God; she bears the royal scepter in her hand, while her heart is ever 
aflame with mother love.

      Excerpted from Ad Caeli Reginam , Pius XII.

http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP


Page 3TWENTIETH  SUNDAY IN  ORDINARY 

Current Events

Labor Day Picnic News

Thank You to all who have made their 
Labor Day Raffle Returns. If you have not 
done so, please do so at your earliest 
convenience. We are counting on the par-
ticipation of our parishioners to make this 
year’s Labor Day Picnic a great success. 

Many parishioners have already returned 
their volunteer sheets. These were sent 
out with the raffle tickets. Additional 
sheets are available in the pews this 
week. If you have not filled one out, 
please do so today– Just drop it in the 
collection basket.

Baskets are on display in the vestibule of 
St. Martin’s. These will be raffled off at 
our Labor Day Picnic. Stop by and look 
them over. Chances are available. Buy 
early and often—you might just win!

Raffle Tickets for our money raffle are 
also on sale in the vestibule of both of our 
churches. The grand prize is $500.00 and 
there are other monetary prizes. Chances 
sell for $1.00 ea. Stop by and pick up 
your ticket today.

ANNUAL 
TURKEY DINNER

LABOR DAY, 

Monday, September 3, 2007

Noon—4 p.m.
Family style dinner

Mark your calendar 

and plan to attend!

Liturgical Ministers

Schedule
Saturday, August 25, 2007

Vigil of  the 
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time

4:00 p.m. St. Martin’s

Servers RJ & Olivia Klein

Lectors Bob Klein

EMOC Matt Menapace

Sunday, August 26
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:30 a.m St. Paul’s

Lectors Peter Janicelli

EMOC Barbara Passarelli

Sunday, August 26
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time

11:00 a.m. St. Martin’s

Servers Lauren Marco
Katherine Kempa

Lectors Eileen Hartman

EMOC Kim Marco
Charlene Kempa
Marlene Mazzocchi

ST. MARTIN’S

 CHURCH CLEANING TEAM

August 23rd

Jen Mazzocchi

Bill Leahy

Matt Menapace

If anyone would 
like to donate flow-
ers from their gar-
dens to adorn our 
altars, please con-

tact Marlene Mazzocchi (756-
2837) at St Martin’s or Wally 
Smith (727-3041) at St. Paul’s.

VIRTUS Training Sessions

Saturday, August 25th9—noon
Our Lady of the Snows, Clarks 
Summit

Thursday, August 30th    6—9 p.m.
Our Lady of the Snows, Clarks 
Summit

Sunday, September 16, 2006   5—8 
p.m.
Our Lady of the Snows, Clarks 
Summit

All employees and adult 
volunteers who work with children 
are required by Diocesan Policy to 
attend this training session. All par-
ents are invited and encouraged to 
attend. Please call 586-1741 to reg-
ister for VIRTUS Training.

Please Remember in Prayer

Helen Burdick
Mary Grace Donohue

Pearena Hubel
Anthony LaCalamita
Marlene Mazzocchi

Emma O’Hop
Julia Padaletti

Angelo & Joanne Petriello
Micah Stockdale

Please Remember in prayer the Repose of 
the soul of Emma O’Hop, who passed 
away recently. 
Emma was a long-time member of St. Mar-
tin’s Parish and was always available for all 
parish activities. She was also the first fe-
male realtor in Susquehanna County. She 
was a loving mother and a friend to all she 
met.
In recent years, Emma suffered a series of 
physical ailments which did not permit her 
to be as mobile as she once was. But it did 
not quench her spirit. She continued to 
love life to the end.
She will be greatly missed.

Condolences may be sent to her children in 
care of 

Ms. Pat O’Hop
R R 1 Box 95 A

Uniondale, PA 18470

Eternal Rest Grant unto her, O Lord
And let Your Light shine on her forever.

Birthday greet-
ings go out to 
Genevieve 
Leet who is 
celebrating her 
90th birthday 
this weekend.
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Hadnagy’s Mountain Hideaway 

Guest House
Frank and JoAnn Hadnagy

P. O. Box 9  -Stack Rd.
Thompson, PA 18465

Phone: 570-727-3441  Fax: 570-727-2193

E-Mail: mthdwy@epix.net

Website: mountainhideaway.net

150th 
HARFORD FAIR

AUGUST  20—25th

Bring the Whole Family!

Catering for all Occasions

ARMETTA’S

PIZZERIA & PUB

Exit 219 off Rt 81
Gibson, PA

(570) 465-5492

or visit our other location

Armetta’s Restaurant
329 Northern Blvd

Chinchilla, PA
(570) 586—5492

THIS SPACE 
AVAILABLE
For more information,

or to reserve your space, contact

Joanne Hadnagy at 570 727 3441

Lisa Winners Beauty Salon

Susquehanna (570) 853-2727

New Milford (570) 465-5353

Full Hair Care and Nail Salons

Carpet-Vinyl-Tile

The Carpet Catalog
Box 173, Jackson Ave.

Thompson, PA 18465

Sales and Installation

(570) 727-3350 

Hours: M-F 10a.m.—5 p.m., Sat. 9a.m.—1 p.m. 

Boot– A—Pest
Licensed Residential & Commercial

Pest Control Service

Mortgage Wood destroying Inspections

Ants—Mice– Spiders-Bees and Much more
Over 17 years experience

Jeff Owens              Phone 570-281-9410

Your Offering last Sunday

August 12, 
2007

Loose  

Candles

Offertory SM

Offertory SP

Children’s Offering

Assumption 

Dues

Diocesan Assessment

Fuel

Donation

Your offering to the Parish

National Collections

(Donations to these collections are sent to the Diocese)

Catholic Relief Services

Eastern Europe

Total National Collections

Additional Account Deposits

Debt Reduction  (Building Fund)

Total Additional Account Deposits

Total Deposits 

Diocesan Office for 
Parish Life

RESOURCE CENTER

The Diocesan Office for Parish Life 
Resource Center, 400 Wyoming 
Ave., Scranton, has a variety of 
resources and media for your 
spiritual development and cate-
chetical needs. Topics such as the 
Sacraments, Saints, Social Justice, 
Respect Life, Morality, Liturgy, 
Prayer, and Family Life are found 
in a variety of media and directed 
to all age levels.

The center is available 
to parishioners during the hours of  
9—5 Monday thru Friday. You 
may call the Resource Center at 
570 207 2284. The Center can also 
be reached online at
www.dioceseofscranton.org for 
assistance in selecting materials.

For those at a distance, 
materials can be delivered UPS. 
We are always here to serve you.

DONATIONS NEEDED

We ask a donation of $20.00 from 
each parish family to help defray 
the cost of our Annual Labor Day 
Picnic. 

Envelopes for this collection are 
in your August Packets. 

If you do not receive envelopes 
and would like to donate, simply 
put the donation in a white enve-
lope with your name and address 
and put in it in the Sunday collec-
tion.  All donations will be grate-
fully accepted.
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Briechle & Gelso, LLC
Attorneys at Law

Serving NEPA with 2 offices
Offering Legal Services in

Personal Injury Worker’s Compensation
PA State Court Litigation   Criminal Defense
Federal Court Litigation    Construction Law
Contract Disputes                Estates & Wills
Real Estate              Social Security Disability
Corporate Matters

Michael Briechle, Esq.

St. Martin’s 

Annual Labor Day

Turkey Dinner
Monday, September 3, 2007

Noon—4 p.m.

Olde Church Emporium
Rt. 92 S.  Jackson
Antiques bought and sold

Furniture  Home Décor   Miniatures  Candles 
Gifts   

God knows what you’ll find there!

Visit our Café and Bake Shoppe.
Café  Bake Shoppe  Tea Room   

Brunch– Lunch   Afternoon Tea  

Baking Bread, Pies and Savories to Order

Open all year Thursday—Sunday 10—5
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

Deborah McNamee, proprietor

or visit us online at

www.oldechurchemporium.com

Please 
Patronize 

our Sponsors

Francisco Martinez, Massage Therapist

Healing Touch Practitioner

Therapeutic Touch—Swedish Massage– Reflexology

House Calls     Gift Certificates Available

By Appointment: (570)815-5566

Chocolates by Irene
Specialty chocolates for all occasions

570-562-2007
All our chocolate is made to order to insure quality and freshness.

Order today for your special event!
Bridal or Baby Shower    Easter   Christmas     

Birthday Party   or any special occasion

Parish Checkbook this Week

Balance Forward 2,304.75

Income

Loose 

Candles

Offertory SM

Offertory SP

Children’s Offering

Assumption

Dues

Diocesan Assessment

Utilities

Catholic Relief Services

Eastern Europe Collection

Miscellaneous Income

Total Income

Balance Forward

+ Income this week

Total Available Funds

Expenditures

Administration

Rectory

Liturgy

Religious Education

Plant Operation 
& Maintenance

Debt Services

Total Expenditures

Funds Available

- expenses

Balance (08/16/2007)

“Each person should give

what he in his heart 

has decided to give –

not reluctantly 

or under compulsion

for God loves a cheerful giver.”
                               Second Corinthians 9:7

*POSITION AVAILABLE*

Parish Director of Religious Education

     We need a dedicated and reliable 
person to oversee the Religious Edu-
cation program in our parish.

This is a VOLUNTEER Position within 
our parish community. 

The Director of Religious Education is 
responsible for:

Recruitment of teachers

Maintenance of Supplies

Scheduling/ Curriculum

Opening and closing Church building 
each week

Parental Communication

The majority of our children will be 
enrolling in the Confirmation Program 
(grades 5 –8) 

There are about 7 or 8 children not 
eligible for Confirmation in the pro-
gram.

Current indications are that we have 
one student for First Eucharist this 
year, pending further investigation.

28 Maple St.
P.O. Box 261
Montrose, PA 
18801
(570) 278-2430

120 S. Franklin St.
Wilkes-Barre, PA
18701

(570)826-1405
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The clergy shortage and the pastoral care of vo-
cations

25. In the light of the connection between the sacra-
ment of Holy Orders and the Eucharist, the Synod 
considered the difficult situation that has arisen in 
various Dioceses which face a shortage of priests. This 
happens not only in some areas of first evangeliza-
tion, but also in many countries of long-standing 
Christian tradition. Certainly a more equitable distri-
bution of clergy would help to solve the problem. Ef-
forts need to be made to encourage a greater aware-
ness of this situation at every level. Bishops should 
involve Institutes of Consecrated Life and the new 
ecclesial groups in their pastoral needs, while respect-
ing their particular charisms, and they should invite 
the clergy to become more open to serving the 
Church wherever there is need, even if this calls for 
sacrifice. (78) The Synod also discussed pastoral ini-
tiatives aimed at promoting, especially among the 
young, an attitude of interior openness to a priestly 
calling. The situation cannot be resolved by purely 
practical decisions. On no account should Bishops re-
act to real and understandable concerns about the 
shortage of priests by failing to carry out adequate 
vocational discernment, or by admitting to seminary 
formation and ordination candidates who lack the nec-
essary qualities for priestly ministry (79). An insuffi-
ciently formed clergy, admitted to ordination without 
the necessary discernment, will not easily be able to 
offer a witness capable of evoking in others the desire 
to respond generously to Christ's call. The pastoral 
care of vocations needs to involve the entire Christian 
community in every area of its life. (80) Obviously, 
this pastoral work on all levels also includes exploring 

the matter with 
families, which are 
often indifferent or 
even opposed to 
the idea of a 
priestly vocation. 
Families should 
generously em-
brace the gift of life 
and bring up their 
children to be open 
to doing God's will. 
In a word, they 
must have the 
courage to set be-
fore young people 
the radical decision 
to follow Christ, 
showing them how 
deeply rewarding it 
is.

August 23rd 
St. Rose of Lima

The first canonized 
saint of the Western 
Hemisphere, Rose of
Lima (1586-1617) 
might also be consid-
ered a type of the 
special vocation of
contemplative-in-the-
world. Inspired by the 
example of St. Cath-
erine of Siena, Rose 
became a Dominican 
lay tertiary and de-
voted herself to works 
of active charity while 
living a life of extreme 
austerity. She longed 
to evangelize the In-
dians, not at all dis-

couraged by the thought that they would probably kill 
her. St. Martin de Porres and St. John Masias were 
among her friends. She died at the age of 31, praying, 
"Lord, increase my sufferings, and with them increase 
your love in my heart."

Rose of Lima, a member of the Third Order of St. 
Dominic, was the "first blossom of sanctity that South 
America gave to the world." Hers was a life heroic in 
virtue and penance. She expiated the evils perpe-
trated by the conquerors of the land in their lust for 
gold. For many her life was a silent sermon of pen-
ance. Pope Clement X stated in the bull of canoniza-
tion: "Since the discovery of Peru no missionary has 
arisen who effected a similar popular zeal for the prac-
tice of penance."

Already as a five-year-old child (born 1586), Rose 
vowed her innocence to God. While still a young girl, 
she practiced mortifications and fasts that exceeded 
ordinary discretion; during all of Lent she ate no 
bread, but subsisted on five citron seeds a day. In ad-
dition, she suffered repeated attacks from the devil, 
painful bodily ailments, and from her family, scoldings 
and calumnies. All this she accepted serenely, remark-
ing that she was treated better than she deserved. For 
fifteen years she patiently endured the severest spiri-
tual abandonment and aridity. In reward came heav-
enly joys, the comforting companionship of her holy 
guardian angel and of the Blessed Virgin. August 24, 
1617, proved to be the day "on which the paradise of
her heavenly Bridegroom unlocked itself to her."

Excerpted from The Church's Year of Grace, Pius 
Parsch.

Sacramentum Caritatis:
An Apostolic Exhortation of Pope Benedict XVI

Saint of the week
“This great company of witnesses spurs us on to victory!”
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The The The 
Parish Parish Parish 

Community Community Community 
of of of 

St. Martin St. Martin St. Martin 
of Tours of Tours of Tours 

and and and 
St. Paul St. Paul St. Paul 

the the the 
ApostleApostleApostle

 R. R. 1 Box 396
Jackson, PA

 Phone: (570) 756-2541

 Fax: (570) 756-2105

 E-Mail:

parish@martinoftours.com

We’re on the Web!
See us at:

www.martinoftours.com

Parish Mission 
Statement

   
  We, the Roman Catholic 
Parish of St. Martin of Tours 
and St. Paul the Apostle, in 
the Diocese of Scranton, are 
a faith community of rich, 
diverse talents and cultures.

       We are called to encour-
age all to share God’s gifts, 
in partnership with Him, for 
the good of the Body of 
Christ. 

       We are a worshipping, 
Eucharistic Community, 
united with the Holy Father, 
our Bishop and our Pastor, to 
make Christ present in our 
world, through the Mass, and 
united in Him, to proclaim 
the Word of God in works of 

Today
Sunday Mass 8:30 a.m. SP
Sunday Mass 11:00 a.m. SM
7 p.m.  Novena for the Assumption     - SM

Monday No Morning Mass
Rectory Office Closed

Tuesday Morning Mass 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel
Vigil Mass of the Assumption    -  7 pm SP

Wednesday
SOLEMNITY OF THE ASSUMPTION
Mass   Noon     SM
Mass  7 p.m.     SM

Thursday Morning Mass 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel

Friday Morning Mass 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel

Saturday
No Morning Mass
Confessions 3:00 p.m. SM
Vigil Mass 18th  Sunday OT  4:00 p.m. SM 

This Week in our Parish

Sunday
Confession 8:00 a.m.. SP by request only
Sunday Mass 8:30 a.m. SP
Sunday Mass 11:00 a.m. SM

Mass Intentions  Week of August 13 th —19th 

Feast Intention Offered by

Monday �6�W�V�����3�R�Q�W�L�D�Q���	�� No Mass Scheduled

Tuesday �6�W�����0�D�[�L�P�L�O�O�L�D�Q��Ronnie Baxter Fr. Ken

SOLEMNITY OF THE ASSUMPTION

Vigil 7 p.m  SP Edward Slater Genevieve Leet

Feast day Noon SM Parishioners Pastor

Feast day 7 p.m. SM Vicki Space Susie, Sean & Cody Davis

Thursday �6�W�����6�W�H�S�K�H�Q���R�I��Bob Young Family

Friday �:�H�H�N�G�D�\ Matthew Menapace John & Sandy Kehler

Saturday �6�W�����-�D�Q�H���)�U�D�Q�F�H�V�� No Mass Scheduled

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Vigil
Saturday 
4 p.m. 

St. Martin’s
Clarence Smith James & Pat Stewart

Sunday
8:30 a.m.
St. Paul’s Virginia Marcikonis Nick & Dot Kravetsky

Sunday
11:00 a.m.
St. Martin’s Fabian Piekart Carol Canfield

Pastor
Rev. Kenneth M. Seegar

Parish Pastoral Council
Betsy Supancik, Chairperson
Michael Briechle
Mark Fallon
Diane Frye     
Rachel Gilleran
Charlene Kempa
Chris Lake
Andrew Whitehead

Parish Finance Council
Michael Briechle, Chairperson
Richard Lake
Matthew Menapace 
Sharon Panasevich
Rita Reavey
Betsy Supancik

Religious Ed Program
Chris Lake, DRE
Charlene Kempa
Alfie Lambert
Maureen Maloney
Diane Monteforte
Amber Rockwell
Ruth Zeck
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Before the reform of the General Roman Calendar St. Rose's feast was cele-

brated on August 30. Today was the feast of St. Philip Benize, who was born in 

Florence of the noble Benizi family on the feast of the Assumption, and died on 

the octave of the Assumption in Todi, Italy. A man of unusual ability, he took a 

medical course in Padua, and practiced medicine in Florence. But the medical 

profession left him dissatisfied, and he joined the Servite Order as a lay brother, 

performing the most humble tasks in the monastery. Ordained a priest out of

obedience, he became master of novices and finally general of the Order. He 

restored peace in the civil wars of Italy, and assisted at the Ecumenical Council 

of Lyons. Amid all these honors, he lived a life of great humility always consid-

ering himself as the worst of sinners and deserving the punishment of hell.

St. Rose of  Lima

http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP

