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In Vain, In Vain

Rev. John Foley SJ
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The word “vanity” has come to mean inflated pride in oneself or in one's appear-
ance. But the original meaning of the word is the one intended in the First Reading: 
something that is “empty or valueless.” “In vain” comes closer to the meaning.

So when Qoheleth, the presumed author of the First Reading, says, “Vanity of vani-
ties! All things are vanity," he means that everything is in vain. It is like a statement of 
despair. Likely he would be diagnosed today with depression.

At the bottom of our hearts, maybe you or I would be tempted to say the same 
thing. When the beer commercial tell us “it doesn’t get any better than this” while show-
ing a bunch of men drinking and acting like teenagers, we have to at least wonder if 
there really is nothing more than this to live for.

So let us wonder whether the First Reading is right, that our lives are truly “in vain.”

The Reading gives a dark answer.

What profit comes to man from all the toil and anxiety of heart with which he has 
labored under the sun? All his days sorrow and grief are their occupation; even at night 
his mind is not at rest.

“You can’t take it with you when you go,” we say, but we turn around and die try-
ing.

How much of our life is devoted to riches and looking good? Are you one of those 
who is dedicated to “the bottom line,” to fighting for wealth so you will have something 
to live for? Qoheleth says you seek these things in vain. You should listen to him.

In the Gospel Jesus says, succinctly, that one’s life does not consist of possessions even 
though one may be rich. He tells the famous parable:

A very rich man produced a huge harvest one year. He was busy tearing down his 
storage barns to build still larger ones so he could hoard more into them.

This must be reasonable because we can see the same thing all through the Ameri-
canized cultures. Buildings get larger and larger and the greatest compliment that 
sportscasters can give an athlete is, “He is the greatest in the history of . . .” Just like the 
man in Jesus’ story. Just like what Qoheleth calls “vanity.”

The parable’s rich man got a nasty surprise just as he decided to eat, drink and be 
merry. God appeared to him.

“You fool! This very night your life itself will be demanded of you. All these things you 
are hoarding, will they save you?”

“You fool.” Could this word be said to you or me? Whether we are rich or poor, are 
we hoarding what we have? Are we being children of God or children of mammon?

The truth is, we are constructed in such a way that we can open to the source and 
summit of all love, God. This is in reality the one thing that makes life worth living. If we 
cannot see over the piles of possessions we have (or wish we had), our honors and gains 
are in vain.

If death were on its way to you this very night, what would you say to God?
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Prayers Before Mass
   When we enter the church, we come into the 
Presence of the Living God. Take the time be-
fore Mass to place yourself in His Presence and to 
ask for His Mercy for your sins and those of the 
whole world, that the Sacrifice of the Mass may 
not be offered in vain.

Most Holy Trinity, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
I adore You profoundly
and I offer you the most Sacred
Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity
of our Lord Jesus Christ,
present in all the Tabernacles of the 
world
in reparation for the 
sacrileges, outrages and indifference
to which He is everywhere subjected.
Through the infinite merits of His Most 
Sacred Heart and the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, I ask the conversion of 
poor sinners.

My God, I believe I adore, I trust and I 
love You.
I beg pardon for those who do not be-
lieve, do not adore, do not trust and do 
not love You.

Chaplet of Divine Mercy

On Rosary Beads pray:
Our Father…..

Hail Mary …..

I believe in One God….

On the large beads say:

Eternal Father,
I offer You the Body and Blood
Soul and Divinity
of Your Dearly Beloved Son,
Our Lord Jesus Christ 
in atonement for our sins
and those of the whole world.

On the small beads say:

For the sake of His sorrowful Passion
have mercy on us and on the whole 
world.

At the conclusion say three times

Holy God
Holy Mighty One
Holy Immortal One
Have mercy on us and on the whole 
world.

Our Sympathies are extended 
to the family of 

JOSEPH PASSARELLI.
Joe passed away this past Mon-
day after an illness. His funeral 
will be in California.
A Memorial Mass will be cele-
brated in our parish at the con-
venience of the family. Condo-
lences may be sent to 

Barbara Passarelli
RR 2 Box 225 P

Thompson, PA 18465

ANNUAL 
TURKEY DINNER

LABOR DAY, 
Monday, September 3, 

2007
11 a.m.—4 p.m.
Family style dinner

Turkey and all the trimmings!

Homemade pies and goodies

Games for the young and old!

Bingo!

Mark your calendar 

and plan to attend!

Monday
TRANSFIGURATION

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14
2 Peter 1: 16-19
Luke 9: 28-36

Tuesday
Sts Sixtus II & Comp.

Numbers 12:1-13
Matthew 14:22-36

Wednesday
St. Dominic

Numbers 13:1—14:29
Matthew 15:21-28

Thursday
St. Teresa Benedicta

Numbers 20:1-13
Matthew 16:13-23

Friday
St. Lawrence

2 Corinthians 9:6-10
John 12:24-26

Saturday
St. Clare

Deuteronomy 6:4-13
Matthew 17:14-20

Nineteenth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time

Wisdom 18:6-9
Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19
Luke 12:32-48

This Week’s Scripture

Rodgers and Hammerstein’s

OKLAHOMA!
presented by the St. Martin Players

on St. Martin’s Parish Grounds

     Friday, August 3, 2007 at 6 p.m.

     Saturday, August 4, 2007 at 6 p.m.

     Sunday, August 5, 2007 at 2 p.m

General Admission $10.00 
Students, Seniors and Military $5.00      

Bring your own lawn chair or blanket!
Food and Refreshments are available!

Labor Day 
Raffle Tickets

are now available. 

The grand Prize is $500.00. 

Tickets sell for 

$1.00 each.
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Current Events

Could you not watch one hour with Me?

On Thursdays, our Parish holds a Holy Hour with our Lord 
in the Blessed Sacrament at St. Martin’s Church beginning 
at 7 p.m. Prayers, Scripture, Homily and Meditation on the 
Passion form the basis of this weekly devotion.

All  are encouraged to participate.

“My child, you are not yet in your homeland; so go, fortified 
by My grace, and fight for MY KINGDOM in human souls; 
fight as a king’s child would; and remember that the days of 
your exile will pass quickly, and with them the possibility of 
earning merit for heaven. I expect from you, My child, a 
great number of souls who will glorify MY MERCY for all 
eternity. My child, that you may answer My CALL worthily, 
receive ME DAILY in HOLY COMMUNION. It will give you 
strength…”                    (Diary of St. Faustina #1489)

Emergency Prayer Chain
Anyone experiencing a medical, spiritual 
or emotional crisis and in need of prayer 
is asked  to contact Barry or Annette 
Corrigan at 756-2915 or Corri-
gan@nep.net so that your name may be 
added to our prayer list. You may supply 
as much or as little information as you 
like. We are an equal opportunity prayer 

Liturgical Ministers

Schedule
Saturday, August 11

Vigil of  the 
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time

4:00 p.m. St. Martin’s

Servers Michala Zeck
Maggie Stephens

Lectors Barry Corrigan

EMOC Ruth Zeck

Sunday, August 12
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:30 a.m St. Paul’s

Lectors Rachel Gilleran

EMOC Marilyn Czachor

Sunday, August 12
 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time

11:00 a.m. St. Martin’s

Servers Justin Lee
Katherine Kempa

Lectors Pat Stewart

EMOC Mary Lake
Charlene Kempa
Michelle Pavelski

ST. MARTIN’S

 CHURCH CLEANING TEAM

August 9nd

Jen Mazzocchi

Mary Lake

JoAnne Hadnagy

If anyone would like to 
donate flowers from 
their gardens to adorn 
our altars, please con-

tact Marlene Mazzocchi (756-2837) at 
St Martin’s or Wally Smith (727-3041) 
at St. Paul’s.

VIRTUS Training Sessions

Saturday, August 25th9—noon
Our Lady of the Snows, Clarks Summit

Thursday, August 30th    6—9 p.m.
Our Lady of the Snows, Clarks Summit

Sunday, September 16, 2006   5—8 p.m.
Our Lady of the Snows, Clarks Summit

All employees and adult volunteers 
who work with children are required by Di-
ocesan Policy to attend this training session. 
All parents are invited and encouraged to 
attend. Please call 586-1741 to register for 
VIRTUS Training.

Please Remember in Prayer

Helen Burdick
Pearena Hubel

Anthony LaCalamita
Marlene Mazzocchi

Julia Padaletti
Angelo & Joanne Petriello

Micah Stockdale

August 5th—Feast of Our 
Lady of the Snow (Dedication of 
the Basilica of St. Mary Major in 
Rome)

The First of 
the Marian 
Feasts that 
grace the 
month of Au-
gust is the 
Feast of the 
Dedication of 
the Basilica 
of St. Mary in 
Rome. This 
Church was 
erected following the famous Coun-
cil of Ephesus which decreed that 
Mary is “THEOTOKOS” (God-
Bearer).   

Legend tells us that around 
352 a wealthy family of Rome 
vowed to donate their possessions 
to Our Lady. She appeared to them 
in a dream, requesting them to 
build a church and that the exact 
location would be marked in snow. 
During that hot August summer, it 
miraculously began to snow on the 
Esquiline hill in Rome and this is 
where one of the oldest and most 
beautiful churches was built  in Our 
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Hadnagy’s Mountain Hideaway 

Guest House
Frank and JoAnn Hadnagy

P. O. Box 9  -Stack Rd.
Thompson, PA 18465

Phone: 570-727-3441  Fax: 570-727-2193

E-Mail: mthdwy@epix.net

150th 
HARFORD FAIR

AUGUST  20—25th

Bring the Whole Family!

Catering for all Occasions

ARMETTA’S

PIZZERIA & PUB

Exit 219 off Rt 81
Gibson, PA

(570) 465-5492

or visit our other location

Armetta’s Restaurant
329 Northern Blvd

Chinchilla, PA
(570) 586—5492

THIS SPACE AVAILABLE
For more information,

or to reserve your space, contact

JoAnne Hadnagy at 570 727 3441

Rodgers & Hammerstein’s

OKLAHOMA!

August 3, 4, 5
St. Martin Church Grounds

presented by St. Martin’s Players

Lisa Winners Beauty Salon

Susquehanna (570) 853-2727

New Milford (570) 465-5353

Full Hair Care and Nail Salons

Boot– A—Pest
Licensed Residential & Commercial

Pest Control Service

Mortgage Wood destroying Inspections

Ants—Mice– Spiders-Bees and Much more
Over 17 years experience

Jeff Owens              Phone 570-281-9410

Your Offering last Sunday

July 29, 2007

Loose  402.00

Candles 5.00

Offertory SM 1183.00

Offertory SP 380.00

Children’s Offering 6.00

Dues 45.00

Diocesan Assessment 9.00

Fuel 40.00

Donation

Your offering to the Parish 2,073.00

National Collections

(Donations to these collections are sent to the Diocese)

Peter’s Pence

Catholic Relief Services 481.76

Total National Collections 481.76

Additional Account Deposits

Father’s Day Remembrance

Cemetery

Debt Reduction  (Building Fund) 66.00

Total Additional Account Deposits 66.00

Total Deposits 2,620.76

Assumption 3.00

Diocesan Office for 
Parish Life

RESOURCE CENTER

The Diocesan Office for Parish 
Life Resource Center, 400 
Wyoming Ave., Scranton, has 
a variety of resources and 
media for your spiritual de-
velopment and catechetical 
needs. Topics such as the Sac-
raments, Saints, Social Justice, 
Respect Life, Morality, Lit-
urgy, Prayer, and Family Life 
are found in a variety of me-
dia and directed to all age 
levels.

The center is avail-
able to parishioners during 
the hours of  9—5 Monday 
thru Friday. You may call the 
Resource Center at 570 207 
2284. The Center can also be 
reached online at
www.dioceseofscranton.org 
for assistance in selecting ma-
terials.

For those at a dis-
tance, materials can be deliv-
ered UPS. We are always 
here to serve you.
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Briechle & Gelso, LLC
Attorneys at Law

Serving NEPA with 2 offices
Offering Legal Services in

Personal Injury Worker’s Compensation
PA State Court Litigation   Criminal Defense
Federal Court Litigation    Construction Law
Contract Disputes                Estates & Wills
Real Estate              Social Security Disability
Corporate Matters

Michael Briechle, Esq.

St. Martin’s 

Annual Labor Day

Turkey Dinner
Monday, September 3, 2007

11:00 a.m.—4 p.m.

Fun for the whole family

Olde Church Emporium
Rt. 92 S.  Jackson
Antiques bought and sold

Furniture  Home Décor   Miniatures  Candles 
Gifts   

God knows what you’ll find there!

Visit our Café and Bake Shoppe.
Café  Bake Shoppe  Tea Room   

Brunch– Lunch   Afternoon Tea  

Baking Bread, Pies and Savories to Order

Open all year Thursday—Sunday 10—5
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

Deborah McNamee, proprietor

or visit us online at

www.oldechurchemporium.com

Carpet-Vinyl-Tile

The Carpet Catalog
Box 173, Jackson Ave.

Thompson, PA 18465

Sales and Installation

(570) 727-3350 

Hours: M-F 10a.m.—5 p.m., Sat. 9a.m.—1 p.m. 

Please 
Patronize 

our Sponsors

Francisco Martinez, Massage Therapist

Healing Touch Practitioner

Therapeutic Touch—Swedish Massage– Reflexology

House Calls     Gift Certificates Available

By Appointment: (570)815-5566

Chocolates by Irene
Specialty chocolates for all occasions

570-562-2007
All our chocolate is made to order to insure quality and freshness.

Order today for your special event!
Bridal or Baby Shower    Easter   Christmas     

Birthday Party   or any special occasion

Parish Checkbook this 
Week

Balance Forward 5,076.26

Income

Loose 402.00

Candles 5.00
Offertory SM 1183.00

Offertory SP 380.00
Children’s Offering 6.00
Assumption 3.00

Dues 45.00
Diocesan Assessment 9.00
Utilities 40.00
Catholic Relief Services 481.76
Miscellaneous Income 194.24

Total Income 2,749.00
Balance Forward 5,076.26

+ Income this week 2,749.00

Total Available Funds 7,825.26

Expenditures

Administration 332.31

Rectory 533.00

Liturgy 268.00

Religious Education -0-

Plant Operation 
& Maintenance 316.57

Debt Services 1,062.72

Total Expenditures 2,512.60

Funds Available 7,825.26

- expenses - 2,512.60

Balance (07/26/2007) 5,312.66

“Each person should give

what he in his heart 

has decided to give –

not reluctantly 

or under compulsion

for God loves a cheerful giver.”
                               Second Corinthians 9:7

*POSITION AVAILABLE*

Parish Director of Religious Education

     We need a dedicated and reliable 
person to oversee the Religious Edu-
cation program in our parish.

This is a VOLUNTEER  Position within 
our parish community. 

The Director of Religious Education is 
responsible for:

Recruitment of teachers

Maintenance of Supplies

Scheduling/ Curriculum

Opening and closing Church building 
each week

Parental Communication

The majority of our children will be 
enrolling in the Confirmation Program 
(grades 5 –8) 

There are about 7 or 8 children not 
eligible for Confirmation in the pro-
gram.

Current indications are that there will 
not be a First Eucharist Class this 
year, pending further inquiry.

28 Maple St.
P.O. Box 261
Montrose, PA 
18801
(570) 278-2430

120 S. Franklin St.
Wilkes-Barre, PA
18701

(570)826-1405
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IV. The Eucharist and the Sacrament of Holy Orders

In persona Christi capitis

23. The intrinsic relationship 
between the Eucharist and the 
sacrament of Holy Orders 
clearly emerges from Jesus' own 
words in the Upper Room: "Do 
this in memory of me" (Lk 
22:19). On the night before he 
died, Jesus instituted the Eucha-
rist and at the same time estab-
lished the priesthood of the New 
Covenant. He is priest, victim 
and altar: the mediator be-
tween God the Father and his 
people (cf. Heb 5:5-10), the vic-
tim of atonement (cf. 1 Jn 2:2, 
4:10) who offers himself on the 
altar of the Cross. No one can 
say "this is my body" and "this is 
the cup of my blood" except in 
the name and in the person of 
Christ, the one high priest of the 
new and eternal Covenant (cf. 
Heb 8-9). Earlier meetings of the Synod of Bishops had consid-
ered the question of the ordained priesthood, both with regard 
to the nature of the ministry (69) and the formation of candi-
dates.(70) Here, in the light of the discussion that took place 
during the last Synod, I consider it important to recall several 
important points about the relationship between the sacra-
ment of the Eucharist and Holy Orders. First of all, we need to 
stress once again that the connection between Holy Orders and 
the Eucharist is seen most clearly at Mass, when the Bishop or 
priest presides in the person of Christ the Head.

The Church teaches that priestly ordination is the indispensable 
condition for the valid celebration of the Eucharist.(71) Indeed, 
"in the ecclesial service of the ordained minister, it is Christ him-
self who is present to his Church as Head of his Body, Shepherd 
of his flock, High Priest of the redemptive sacrifice." (72) Cer-
tainly the ordained minister also acts "in the name of the whole 
Church, when presenting to God the prayer of the Church, and 
above all when offering the eucharistic sacrifice." (73) As a re-
sult, priests should be conscious of the fact that in their ministry 
they must never put themselves or their personal opinions in 
first place, but Jesus Christ. Any attempt to make themselves 
the centre of the liturgical action contradicts their very identity 
as priests. The priest is above all a servant of others, and he 
must continually work at being a sign pointing to Christ, a doc-
ile instrument in the Lord's hands. This is seen particularly in his 
humility in leading the liturgical assembly, in obedience to the 
rite, uniting himself to it in mind and heart, and avoiding any-
thing that might give the impression of an inordinate emphasis 
on his own personality. I encourage the clergy always to see 
their eucharistic ministry as a humble service offered to Christ 
and his Church. The priesthood, as Saint Augustine said, is 
amoris officium, (74) it is the office of the good shepherd, who 
offers his life for his sheep (cf. Jn 10:14-15).

August 9th

St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross 

(Edith Stein)
Edith Stein was born of Jewish 
parents in 1891, becoming an 
influential philosopher follow-
ing her extensive studies at ma-
jor German universities. After 
her conversion to Catholicism 
she became a major force in 
German intellectual life, enter-
ing the Discalced Carmelites in 
1933. Sister Teresa Benedicta 
was arrested by the Nazi regime 

in 1942, along with all Catholics of Jewish extraction 
and transported by cattle train to the death camp of 
Auschwitz. She died in the gas chambers at Auschwitz 
that same year.

A brilliant philosopher who stopped believing in 
God when she was fourteen, Edith Stein was so capti-
vated by reading the autobiography of Teresa of Avila 
that she began a spiritual journey that led to her Bap-
tism in 1922. Twelve years later she imitated Teresa 
by becoming a Carmelite, taking the name Teresa 
Benedicta of the Cross.

Born into a prominent Jewish family in Breslau 
(now Wroclaw, Poland), Edith abandoned Judaism in 
her teens. As a student at the University of Gottingen, 
she became fascinated by phenomenology, an ap-
proach to philosophy. Excelling as a protege of Ed-
mund Husserl, one of the leading phenomenologists, 
Edith earned a doctorate in philosophy in 1916. She 
continued as a university teacher until 1922 when she 
moved to a Dominican school in Speyer; her appoint-
ment as lecturer at the Educational Institute of Mu-
nich ended under pressure from the Nazis.

After living in the Cologne Carmel (1934-1938), 
she moved to the Carmelite monastery in Echt, Neth-
erlands. The Nazis occupied that country in 1940. In 
retaliation for being denounced by the Dutch bishops, 
the Nazis arrested all Dutch Jews who had become 
Christians. Teresa Benedicta and her sister Rosa, also 
a Catholic, died in a gas chamber in Auschwitz on Au-
gust 9, 1942.

Pope John Paul II beatified Teresa Benedicta in 
1987 and canonized her in 1998.

Sacramentum Caritatis:
An Apostolic Exhortation of Pope Benedict XVI

Saint of the week
“This great company of witnesses spurs us on to victory!”
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The The The 
Parish Parish Parish 

Community Community Community 
of of of 

St. Martin St. Martin St. Martin 
of Tours of Tours of Tours 

and and and 
St. Paul St. Paul St. Paul 

the the the 
ApostleApostleApostle

 R. R. 1 Box 396
Jackson, PA

 Phone: (570) 756-2541

 Fax: (570) 756-2105

 E-Mail:

parish@martinoftours.com

We’re on the Web!
See us at:

www.martinoftours.com

Parish Mission 
Statement

   

  We, the Roman Catholic 
Parish of St. Martin of 
Tours and St. Paul the 
Apostle, in the Diocese of 
Scranton, are a faith 
community of rich, di-
verse talents and cul-
tures.

       We are called to en-
courage all to share God’s 
gifts, in partnership with 
Him, for the good of the 
Body of Christ. 

       We are a worship-
ping, Eucharistic Commu-
nity, united with the Holy 
Father, our Bishop and 
our Pastor, to make 
Christ present in our 
world, through the Mass, 
and united in Him, to 
proclaim the Word of God 
in works of hospitality, 
charity, and mercy.

     We are committed to 

Today
Sunday Mass 8:30 a.m. SP
Sunday Mass 11:00 a.m. SM
OKLAHOMA    2 p.m. on the Parish Green! 
Don’t Miss it!!!

Monday
No Morning Mass
Rectory Office Closed
Novena to our Lady   7 p.m. St Martin’s

Tuesday Morning Mass 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel
Novena to our Lady   7 p.m. St Martin’s

Wednesday Morning Mass 9 a.m.  Rectory Chapel
Novena to our Lady   7 p.m. St Martin’s

Thursday Morning Mass 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel
Novena to our Lady   7 p.m. St Martin’s

Friday Morning Mass 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel
Novena to our Lady   7 p.m. St Martin’s

Saturday
No Morning Mass
Confessions 3:00 p.m. SM
Vigil Mass 18th  Sunday OT  4:00 p.m. SM
Novena to our Lady   7 p.m. St Martin’s

This Week in our Parish

Sunday
Confession 8:00 a.m.. SP by request only
Sunday Mass 8:30 a.m. SP
Sunday Mass 11:00 a.m. SM
Novena to our Lady   7 p.m. St Martin’s

Mass Intentions  Week of August 6 th  - 12 th 

Feast Intention Offered by

Monday �7�U�D�Q�V�I�L�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I��

Tuesday �6�W�����6�L�[�W�X�V���,�,���	��Matthew Menapace Betty & Matt

Wednesday �6�W�����'�R�P�L�Q�L�F Richard Bireline Joanne & Bernie Wray

Thursday �6�W�����7�H�U�H�V�D���%�H�Q�H��Fred Oleson Family

Friday �6�W�����/�D�Z�U�H�Q�F�HFabian Piekart Caryll Baldwin

Saturday �6�W�����&�O�D�U�H No Mass Scheduled

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Vigil
Saturday 
4 p.m. 

St. Martin’s
Marie Saam Mr. & Mrs. Robert Briar

Sunday
8:30 a.m.
St. Paul’s Parishioners Pastor

Sunday
11:00 a.m.
St. Martin’s Louis Mazzocchi Marlene & Family

No Mass Scheduled

Pastor

Rev. Kenneth M. Seegar

Parish Pastoral Council
Betsy Supancik, Chairperson
Michael Briechle
Mark Fallon
Diane Frye     
Rachel Gilleran
Charlene Kempa
Chris Lake
Andrew Whitehead

Parish Finance Council
Michael Briechle, Chairperson
Richard Lake
Matthew Menapace 
Sharon Panasevich
Rita Reavey
Betsy Supancik

Religious Ed Program
Chris Lake, DRE
Charlene Kempa
Alfie Lambert
Maureen Maloney
Diane Monteforte
Amber Rockwell
Ruth Zeck
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