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Go Ahead - ASK! .

When you want something to happen, do you pray to God for it? A lot of us “whisper
little prayers.” Others put aside time each day.

True, many people do not believe in prayer at all in our secular culture of the USA, so
they say, “We will be thinking of you,” instead of “We will be praying for you,” when their
friend is having an operation or is traveling or something.

But others go all out. When Pope John Paul came to St. Louis a number of years ago, a
group of cloistered nuns prayed many months for sunny clear days. Guess what happened.
Sunny clear days the whole time, then rain after as the plane lifted off to take him away.

Sometimes you have to be persistent. Sunday’s readings focus not only on petitions but
on obstinate ones!

The First Reading shows what persistence means. Abraham’s visitors from last week go
on their way toward the city called Sodom, but the Lord remains standing before Abraham.
Somehow Abraham knows that God intends to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah because of
the debauchery there.

So Abraham begins his bargaining.

Will you sweep away the innocent with the guilty? Suppose there were fifty innocent
people in the city; would you wipe out the place rather than spare it for the sake of the fifty
innocent people within it? . . . Should not the judge of all the world act with justice?

Quite a daring ploy, don’t you think? But God agrees that he will not destroy the city if
fifty innocent people can be found. Abraham got what he wanted.

But he asks more. Would God to spare the city even if only forty-five innocent people
were found? God agrees. What about forty? God says ok. Abraham goes on and on until he
finally reaches the number ten. God replies, “For the sake of those ten, | will not destroy it.”

As you may know, it turned out that not even ten innocents lived in the town, so Sodom
got destroyed.

Abraham got what he was asking for, but unfortunately he should have driven the
stakes still lower than ten!

Jesus recommends the same shrewdness in the Gospel. He gives the famous parable of
knocking on the door of a friend at a late hour to borrow some bread. The friend refuses
because he and his family are all in bed. Jesus says, “If he does not get up to give the visitor
the loaves because of their friendship, he will get up to give him whatever he needs because
of his persistence.”

Why do we have to be persistent and pray to God for the same thing over and over?
Why bargain?

Because of love.

God is like a good human father who does not always give his child everything he or she
wheedles for. He loves the child very much, but does not want to spoil her. He certainly
would not give her something bad for her. But if she keeps asking, he will give as much as
possible of what she asks for.

Seek. Go ahead. You will find. You will be surrounded by love. Knock and it will be
opened to you.

Rev. John Foley SJ
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PRAYERS BEFORE MASS

When we enter the church, we come into the
Presence of the Living God. Take the time be-
fore Mass to place yourself in His Presence and to
ask for His Mercy for your sins and those of the
whole world, that the Sacrifice of the Mass may
not be offered in vain.

Most Holy Trinity,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

I adore You profoundly

and I offer you the most Sacred

Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity

of our Lord Jesus Christ,

present in all the Tabernacles of the
world

in reparation for the

sacrileges, outrages and indifference
to which He is everywhere subjected.
Through the infinite merits of His Most
Sacred Heart and the Immaculate
Heart of Mary, I ask the conversion of
poor sinners.

My God, I believe I adore, I trust and I
love You.

I beg pardon for those who do not be-

lieve, do not adore, do not trust and do
not love You.

Chaplet of Divine Mercy

On Rosary Beads pray:
Our Father.....

Hail Mary .....
I believe in One God....
On the large bead:s say:

Eternal Father,

| offer You the Body and Blood
Soul and Divinity

of Your Dearly Beloved Son,
Our Lord Jesus Christ

in atonement for our sins

and those of the whole world.

On the small beads say:

For the sake of His sorrowful Passion
have mercy on us and on the whole
world.

At the conclusion say three times

Holy God

Holy Mighty One

Holy Immortal One

Have mercy on us and on the whole
world.

Catholic
Relief Services

Collection

The Second Collec-
tion this weekend is the
Catholic Relief Services Col-
lection. Through your gener-
ous support, the Catholic
Church in the United States
is able to respond to the
many needs of our brothers
and sisters around the world
who experience disease,
famine, war, poverty, perse-
cution, and injustice. Your
gifts bring hope to suffering
humanity. Please be as gen-
erous as your means allow in
this second collection this
weekend.

ANNUAL

TURKEY DINNER
LABOR DAY,
Monday, September 3,
2007
11 a.m.—4 p.m.
Family style dinner

Turkey and all the trim-
mings!
Homemade pies and goodies

Games for the young and
old!

Bingo!
Mark your calendar
and plan to attend!

Labor Day
Raffle Tickets
are now available.

The grand Prize is
$500.00.

Tickets sell for
$1.00 each.

See Matt in the

vestibule to pick up
your tickets today.
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This Week’s Scripture

Exodus 32:15-24, 30-34
Matthew 13:31-35

Monday
St. Peter Chrysologus

Exodus 33: 7-11, 34:5-9

Tuesday Matthew 13:36-43

St. Ignatius of Loyola

Exodus 34:29-35
Matthew 13:44-46

Wednesday
Alphonsus Ligouri

Exodus 40:16-21
Matthew 13:47-53

Thursday
St. Eusebius of Vercelli

Leviticus 23:1-37
Matthew 13: 54-58

Friday
St. Peter Julion Eymard

Leviticus 25:1, 8-17
Matthew 13:54-58

Saturday
St. John Vianney

Wisdom 18:6-9
Hebrew 11:1-2, 8-19
Luke 12:35-40

Eighteenth Sunday
in Ordinary Time

Emergency Prayer Chain

Anyone experiencing a medical, spiritual or
emotional crisis and in need of prayer is
asked to contact Barry or Annette Corrigan
at 756-2915 or Corrigan@nep.net so that
your name may be added to our prayer list.
You may supply as much or as little infor-
mation as you like. We are an equal oppor-

CENSUS UPDATE

Census forms for our summer parishion-
ers are now available in the vestibule. We
ask that you please fill one out and return
it to the parish office as soon as possible.
Thank You.

VIRTUS Training Sessions

Saturday, August 25th  9—noon
Our Lady of the Snows, Clarks Summit

Thursday, August 30th  6—9 p.m.
Our Lady of the Snows, Clarks Summit

Sunday, September 16, 2006 5—8 p.m.
Our Lady of the Snows, Clarks Summit

All employees and adult volunteers
who work with children are required by Di-
ocesan Policy to attend this training session.
All parents are invited and encouraged to
attend. Please call 586-1741 to register for
VIRTUS Traming.



http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN

Page 3

Current Events

Could you not watch one hour with Me?

On Thursdays, our Parish holds a Holy Hour with
our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament at St. Martin’s
Church beginning at 7 p.m. Prayers, Scripture,
Homily and Meditation on the Passion form the ba-
sis of this weekly devotion.

All are encouraged to participate.

The graces of My Mercy are drawn out by
means of one vessel only—TRUST. the more a
soul trusts, the more it will receive. Souls that
trust boundlessly are a great comfort to Me be-
cause | pour all the treasures of My graces into
them. | rejoice that they ask for much. On the
other hand, | am sad when souls ask for little,
when they narrow their hearts.

(Diary of St. Faustina #1578)

Rodgers and Hammerstein's

OKLAHOMA!

Labor Day Picnic Chairpersons

Michael Briechle &
the Finance Cmtee.

Coordinating Chair

Basket Raffle Fran Lipschutz presented by the St. Martin Players
Bingo Ethel Ambagais on St. Martin’s Parish Grounds
Clean Up ”mmm Friday, August 3, 2007 at 6 p.m.
Dining Room Rita Reavey Saturday, August 4, 2007 at 6

p.m.

Finances Sharon Panasevich Sunday, August 5, 2007 at 2 p.m
Games Chris Lake
Hostess Betsy S ik General Admission $10.00

oste sy supand Students, Seniors and Military $5.00
Kitchen Marlene Mazzocchi
Money Raffle Matthew Menapace Bring your own lawn chair or blanket!
Parking Marty Petroski
Set up Dick Lake

If anyone would

Take-Out Martina Lingobardo

like to donate
flowers from
their gardens to
adorn our altars,
please contact
Marlene Mazzocchi (756-
2837) at St Martin’s or Wally
Smith (727-3041) at St. Paul’s.

It takes momy hands to make our Annual La-

volunteering in one of these areas today. Sign
Up sheets can be found in the pew racks.
Please fill one out and put it in the collection
basket today.

Liturgical Ministers
Schedule

Saturday, August 4
Vigil of the
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 p.m. St. Martin’s

Servers Michael Lingobardo
Olivia Rockwell

Lectors Martina Lingobardo

EMOC Matt Menapace

Sunday, August 5
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:30 a.m $t. Paul’s

Lectors Mark Fallon

EMOC Barbara Passarelli

Sunday, August 5
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
11:00 a.m. St. Martin’s

Kaitlyn Flor
Tara Flor

Servers

Lectors Frank Kwader

EMOC Betty Kwader
Betsy Supancik

Alfie Lambert

ST. MARTIN’S
CHURCH CLEANING TEAM
August 2nd
Marlene Mazzocchi

Bill Leahy
Matthew Menapace

Please Remember in Prayer

Helen Burdick
Pearena Hubel
Anthony LaCalamita
Marlene Mazzocchi
Julia Padaletti
Joseph Passarelli
Micah Stochdale
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150th
HARFORD FAIR

AUGUST 20—25th

Bring the Whole Family!

Lisa Winners Beauty Salon

Susquehanna (570) 853-2727
New Milford (570) 465-5353

Full Hair Care and Nail Salons

Boot— A—Pest

Licensed Residential & Commercial
Pest Control Service

Mortgage Wood destroying Inspections

Ants—Mice— Spiders-Bees and Much more
Over 17 years experience

Jeff Owens Phone 570-281-9410

THIS SPACE AVAIL,

For more information,
or to reserve your space, contact
JoAnne Hadnagy at 570 727 3441

Your Offering last Sunday

Rodgers & Hammerstein's

OKLAHOMA!

August 3,4, 5
St. Martin Church Grounds
presented by St. Martin’s Playef

AB L E July 22, 2007
Loose 537.00
Candles 3.25
Offertory SM 1021.00
Offertory SP 379.00
Children’s Offering 6.00
Dues 6.00
Diocesan Assessment 6.00
Fuel 25.00
Donation 300.00

S Your offering to the Parish $2,283.25

National Collections

(Donations to these collections are sent to the Diocese)

Catering for all Occasions

ARMETTA'S
PIZZERIA & PUB

Exit 219 off Rt 81
Gibson, PA
(570) 465-5492

or visit our other location

Armetta’s Restaurant

329 Northern Blivd
Chinchilla, PA

(570) 586—5492

Peter’s Pence

Catholic Relief Services

Total National Collections -0~
Additional Account Deposits

Father's Day Remembrance

Cemetery -0-

Debt Reduction (Building Fund) 209.00

Total Additional Account Deposits $209.00

Total Deposits $2492.25

Hadnagy’s Mountain Hideaway
Guest House
Frank and JoAnn Hadnagy
P. O. Box 9 -Stack Rd.
Thompson, PA 18465
Phone: 570-727-3441 Fax: 570-727-2193

E-Mail: mthdwy@epix.net

Rt. 92—South Gibson
(Formerly BOYD MANZER’S FLORIST SHOP)

HOURS: Thursday—Sunday 11 a.m.—4 p.m.
PHONE: 570-756-2468

Gibson Girls Shg

Gifts, Collectibles, New and Vi

ppe

tage
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Francisco Martinez, Massage Therapist Chocolates by |rene
Heallng Touch Practitioner Specialty chocolates for all occasions
) . 570-562-2007
Therapeutic Touch—Swedish Massage— Refleiology
All our chocolate is made to order to insure quality and freshness.
House Calls  Gift Certificates Available .
Order today for your special event!
. Bridal or Baby Shower Easter Christmas
By Appointment: (570)815-5566 Birthday Party or any special occasion
Parish Checkbook this “Each person should give
Week what he in his heart
Balance Forward 9,929.08 ] ]
has decided to give —
Income not reluctantly
Loose 537.00 or under compulsion
Candles 325 for God loves a cheerful giver.”
Offertory SM 1021.00 Second Corinthians 9
Offertory SP 379.00
Children’s Offering 6.00 *POSITION AVAILABLE*
Dues 6.00 Parish Director of Religious Education
Diocesan Assessment 6.00 We need a dedicated gn_d reliable
— person to oversee the Religious Edu-
Utilities 209.00 cation program in our parish.
Donation 300.00
This is a VOLUNTEER Position within
Total Income
2,283.25 our parish community.
Balance Forward 9,929.08 The Director of Religious Education is
; responsible for:
+ Income this week 2,283.25 p .
Total Available Fund Recruitment of teachers
ota vallable Funas
12,212.33 Maintenance of Supplies
Expenditures Scheduling/ Curriculum
Administration 3,017.83 Opening and closing Church building
Rectory o each week
- Parental Communication
Liturgy -0-
Religious Education -0- The majority of our children will be
Flant Operation enrolling in the Confirmation Program
rati
& Maintenance 494.50 (grades 5 -8)
Insurance 730.00 There are about 7 or 8 children not
Diocesan School Subsidy 2893.74 eligible for Confirmation in the pro-
T gram.
Total Expenditures 7,136.07
Funds Available 12212 33 Current indications are that there will
rese not be a First Eucharist Class this
- expenses - 7,136.07 year, pending further inquiry.
Balance (07/26/2007) $5,076.26
St. Martin’s Carpet-Vinyl-Tile
Annual Labor Day The Carpet Catalog
T u rkey Di n n er Box 173, Jackson Ave.
Thompson, PA 18465
Monday, September 3, 2007 Sales and Installation
11:00 a.m.—4 p.m. (570) 727-3350
Homestyle Dinner, Bingo, Hours: M-F 10a.m.—5 p.m., Sat. 9a.m.—1 p.m.
Fun for the whole family

Olde Church Emporium

Rt. 92 S. Jackson
Antiques bought and sold

Furniture Home Décor Miniatures Cand

Gifts

God knows what you'll find there!
Visit our Café and Bake Shoppe.

Café Bake Shoppe Tea Room

Brunch— Lunch Afternoon Tea
Baking Bread, Pies and Savories to Or
Open all year Thursday—Sunday 101

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
Deborah McNamee, proprietor

or visit us online at

7 www.oldechurchemporium.com

les

Her

Please
Patronize
our Sponsors

Briechle & Gelso, LLC

Attorneys at Law

Serving NEPA with 2 offices
Offering Legal Services in

28 Maple St. 120 S. Franklin St.
P.O. Box 261 Wilkes-Barre, PA
Montrose, PA 18701

18801

(570) 278-2430 (570)826-1405

Personal Injury Worker’s Compensation
PA State Court Litigation Criminal Defense
Federal Court Litigation Construction Law
Contract Disputes Estates & Wills
Real Estate Social Security Disability
Corporate Matters

Michael Briechle, Esq.
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Sacramentum Caritatis: Saint of the week
An Apostolic Exhortation of Pope Benedict XVI “This great company of witnesses spurs us on to victory!”
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When Jesus arrived, the sisters did different things.
What did Mary do?

At the Home of Mary and Martha

Use the code to find the answer.
ABCDEFGHI JKLMNOPQRSTUVWXY Z
JESUSW&SViSitinginthehome ZY XWVUTSRQPONMLEK JIHGFEDCEBA
of Martha and Mary.

(s

Find these things in the picture. W J H S v H pd G
(ircle) them. @ ‘,I\—@ =) @

o
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/ / U v \ G
Z MW
T~

What did Martha do when
Jesus arrived?

What did Jesus think was the

G 0 better thing to do when He was
k) at Mary and Martha's home?
Virite the letter from each box on the correct |ir‘IE.\\

£

Use the graph to find the answer
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® 2005 CRI - PO Box 35263 Canton, OH 44735 - 300 £92-2144 - www.ChildrensEulletins com
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D .
The '3' Mass Intentions Week of July 23-29
Parish d
Community 2 Feast Intention Offered by
of ‘) Monday St. Bridget  Rev. Robert Simon (living) Dolores Goodger
St]; _Il\_/lartln }, Tuesday St. Sharbel Frances Pulice Joseph & John Gurnani
Oor 1ours 3
and }, Wednesday St. James Fred Oleson Family
9
St:[rI]Deaul 2 Thursday S\t].oggﬂﬁﬂ& Walter & Alice Dobrzynski Family
Apostle 2 Friday Weekday John Lee James Sallitta
C Saturday Weekday No Mass Scheduled
Fi %1 Box o6 Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Phone: (570) 756-2541 Saturday L
Vigil 4 p.m. Parishioner Pastor
Fax: (570) 756-2105 St. Martin’s
E-Mail: 8:30 a.m. .
parish@martinoftours.com Sunday St Paul's Mrs. Anna Hobbes Nick & Dot Kravetsky
Pastor Sunday étl:l\?lgzi.:?s. Peter Petrosky Michael Panasevich Fami
Rev. Kenneth M. Seegar
Parish Pastoral Council This Week in our Parish

Betsy Supancik, Chairperson
Michael Briechle

Mark Fallon Today
Diane Frye

Sunday Mass 8:30 a.m. SP

Novena to St. Ann Day 6 Prayers before 11 a.m. Mass
Sunday Mass 11:00 a.m. SM

Oklahoma Rehearsal—Act one with Orchestra 5 p.m.

Rachel Gilleran
Charlene Kempa
Chris Lake

Morning Mass 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel

Mondqy Novena to St. Anne Day 7
Rectory Office Closed

Andrew Whitehead —
. - . Morning Mass 9 a.m. Rectory C
Parish Finance Council orning Mass 5 a.m. Rectory Chape
: ) . TUESday Novena to St. Anne Day 8
Michael Briechle, Chairperson Oklahoma Rehearsal—Act 2 Run thru with Orchestra. 6 p.m.

Richard Lake i
Matthew Menapace IIiI/I()rnmgt MsatssA9 a.ml.) Re;:tory Chapel

. ovena to St. Anne Day
Sharon Panasevich Wednesday Oklahoma Rehearsal—Act 2 Run Thru with Orchestra 6 p.m.
Rita Reavey Labor Day Picnic Chairperson Meeting—7 p.m. Parish Hall

Betsy Supancik
Morning Mass 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel

Feast of Sts. Anne & Joachim

Religious Ed Program Thursday Oklahoma Rehearsal—Act 1 run Thru with Orchestra 5 p.m.
Chris Lake, DRE HOLY HOUR 7 p.m SM
Charlene Kempa ]
Alfie Lambert o Morning Mass 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel
F"day Rectory Office open

Maureen Maloney

Diane Monteforte
Amber Rockwell
Ruth Zeck

No Morning Mass

saturday Confessions 3:00 p.m. SM
Vigil Mass 15th Sunday OT 4:00 p.m. SM

Confession 8:00 a.m.. SP by request only
Sunday Mass 8:30 a.m. SP
sunday Sunday Mass 11:00 a.m. SM
Oklahoma Rehearsal—Run Thru with Orchestra Acts 1 & 2 4 p.m.

We’re on the Web!
See us at:
www.martinoftours.com

D
)
)
)
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Parish Mission
Statement

We, the Roman Catholic Parish of
St. Martin of Tours and St. Paul the
Apostle, in the Diocese of Scranton,
are a faith community of rich, di-
verse talents and cultures.

We are called to encourage all
to share God'’s gifts, in partnership
with Him, for the good of the Body
of Christ.

We are a worshipping, Eucha-
ristic Community, united with the
Holy Father, our Bishop and our
Pastor, to make Christ present in our
world, through the Mass, and united
in Him, to proclaim the Word of God
in works of hospitality, charity, and
mercy.

We are committed to serving one
another in the name of Jesus Christ,
so that the Kingdom of God becomes
more visible in our world today.
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