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Welcoming God

Two stories of hospitality this week.

Inthe First Reading , we are told simply that “the Lord appeared to Abraham,” who was sitting
outside on a hot day. When Abraham looks up, three men are standing nearby, apparently
satisfying their curiosity about the tent and its occupants.

Really they are God in a special appearance, but how would Abraham have known that?

Abraham gives generous hospitality. He rushes out to them and bows all the way to the
ground. He begs them to stop and receive care, nourishment and rest.

He gives excited commands to Sarah. “Quick, three measures of fine flour! Knead it and make
rolls.” He dashes out to pick the best steer; he orders the servant to prepare it. He runs out to
get curds and milk and finally sets the whole meal before the men. He must have suspected
this was no ordinary visit.

Sarah is behind the tent flap listening as the men make a sudden, astonishing statement. She
will bear a son by this time next year. Sara laughs out loud as she thinks about her dried-up
body, nearly 100 years old.

Some hospitality. Sarah scorns the guests, Abraham leaves them standing while he rushes
around getting the perfect food. What does hospitality consist of, anyway?

This is the question raised in the Gospel . What is hospitality about? Jesus goes to the house of
his friends Mary and Martha, and give welcome. Mary arranges herself at Jesus’ feet and fo-
cuses clear wide eyes upon him while Martha bustles about getting dinner ready.

But in response to Martha’s (exasperated) request that Mary help out a little, Jesus remarks
that, no, Mary has chosen the better part.

How fair is this remark of Jesus? Someone has to do the chores of making the meal. Or should
a host just say, “Welcome to dinner, we are not having any food we are just going to sit and
look at you.”

Not at all. Martha’s only mistake was not that she tended to the food as any host would do,
but that she forgot about Jesus, the guest. She was anxious and worried about many things,
and her mind was on work.

The moral of the story actually is this: real hospitality means a two-way relationship. Host and
guest open to each other and become present to each other in various ways. Yes, hosts do
work on the details, and work hard. But they always remember the visitor while they prepare.
They do not become distracted from the reason for the food. Excellent hosts manage somehow
to get everything ready but then to truly listen to and converse with the one who has come.

Martha was apparently in danger of forgetting, as was Abraham. So are you and I. We busy
ourselves about many things and sometimes do not even listen to what another person says.
“But there is need of only one thing,” Jesus says.

Keep your eyes on God and God’s children, even as you bustle about.

Rev. John Foley SJ
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Prayers Before Mass

When we enter the church, we come into the
Presence of the Living God. Take the time be-

fore Mass to place yourself in His Presence and to

ask for His Mercy for your sins and those of th.
whole world, that the Sacrifice of the Mass ma,

not be offered in vain.

Most Holy Trinity,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

| adore You profoundly

and | offer you the most Sacred

Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity

of our Lord Jesus Christ,

present in all the Tabernacles of the
world

in reparation for the

sacrileges, outrages and indifference
to which He is everywhere subjected.
Through the infinite merits of His Most
Sacred Heart and the Immaculate
Heart of Mary, | ask the conversion of
poor sinners.

My God, | believe | adore, | trust and |
love You.

| beg pardon for those who do not be-
lieve, do not adore, do not trust and do
not love You.

Chaplet of Divine Mercy

On Rosary Beads pray:
Our Father.....

Hail Mary .....

| believe in One God....

On the large beads say:

Eternal Father,

| offer You the Body and Blood
Soul and Divinity

of Your Dearly Beloved Son,
Our Lord Jesus Christ

in atonement for our sins

and those of the whole world.

On the small beads say:
For the sake of His sorrowful Passion

have mercy on us and on the whole
world.

At the conclusion say three times

Holy God

Holy Mighty One

Holy Immortal One

Have mercy on us and on the whole
world.
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' SAINT ANMNE

Novena to St. Anne

The Annual Novena to St.
Ann, mother of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, and, therefore,
Grandmother of our Lord
Jesus Christ, continues this
week.

In our Parish, Novena
prayers to St. Ann will be
offered in conjunction with
the 9 a.m. Morning Mass.

The Feast of Sts. Anne and
Joachim is observed on July
26th.

ANNUAL

TURKEY DINNER
LABOR DAY,
Monday, September 3,
2007
11 a.m.—4 p.m.
Family style dinner

Turkey and all the trim-
mings!

Homemade pies and goodies

Games for the young and
old!

Bingo!
Mark your calendar
and plan to attend!

This Week’s Scripture

Monday
St. Bridget of Sweden

Tuesday
St. Sharbel

Wednesday
St. James, Apostle

Thursday
Sts. Anne & Joachim

Friday
Weekday

Saturday
Weekday

Seventeenth Sunday
in Ordinary Time

Exodus 14:5-18
Matthew 12: 38-49

Exodus 14:21-15:1
Matthew 12:46-50

2 Corinthians 4:7-15
Matthew 20:20-28

Exodus 19:1-20
Matthew 13:10-17

Exodus 20:1-17
Matthew 13:18-23

Exodus 24:3-8
Matthew 13:24-30

Genesis 18:20-32
Colossians 2:12-14
Luke 11:1-13

Emergency Prayer Chain

Anyone experiencing a medical, spiri-
tual or emotional crisis and in need of
prayer is asked to contact Barry or An-
nette Corrigan at 756-2915 or Corri-
gan@nep.net so that your name may be
added to our prayer list. You may sup-
ply as much or as little information as
you like. We are an equal opportunity
prayer group— no one is turned away!

CENSUS UPDATE
Census forms for our summer parishion-

ers are now available in the vestibule. We
ask that you please fill one out and return
it to the parish office as soon as possible.

Thank You.

We know that it is hot and our churches g
not air-conditioned, however, we ask that
appropriate attire be worn for the time thg
you are in church. Short shorts, halter tof
sleeveless dresses, raggy cutoffs, open 9
etc. are not appropriate wear for the Hou

the Lord.

jre

1
S,

hirts,
e of

We want you to be comfortable, but we ajso

do not want you to become an occasion (
sin for someone else. Please dress apprq

ately.

Df
pri-
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[
“ Current Events Liturgical Ministers
Schedule
Could you not “Act like a beggar who does not back Saturday, July 28
watch one away when he gets more alms than t Vigil of the

hour with Me?

On Thursdays
throughout the
summer, our Par-
ish will hold a Holy
Hour with our Lord
in the Blessed
Sacrament at St.
Martin’s Church
beginning at 7
p.m.

All are encouraged to participate.

Labor Day Picnic Chairperson Meeting
will be held on
Wednesday, July 25th
at 7 p.m. in the Parish Hall.
We ask all chairpersons to be present

and to give an update on their progress
as we approach the Labor Day Picnic.

If anyone would like
to donate flowers
from their gardens to
adorn our altars,
please contact
Marlene Mazzocchi (756-2837) at St
Martin's or Wally Smith (727-3041)
at St. Paul’s.

Rodgers and Hammerstein’'s

OKLAHOMA!

presented by the St. Martin Players

on St. Martin’s Parish Grounds

Friday, August 3, 2007 at 6 p.m.
Saturday, August 4, 2007 at 6 p.m.
Sunday, August 5, 2007 at 2 p.m

General Admission $10.00
Students, Seniors and Military $5.00

Bring your
lawn chair or b

asked for, but offers thanks the more
fervently. You too should not back
away and say that you are not worthy
receiving greater graces when | give S€TVers
them to you. | know you are unworthy
but rejoice all the more and take as
many treasures from My Heart as yot EMOC
can carry, for then you will please Me
more. And | will tell you one more
thing: Take these graces not only for
yourself, but also for others; that is,
encouraging the souls with whom yot
come in contact to trust in My infinite
mercy. Oh, how | love those souls wt L€ctors
have complete confidence in Me! | wi EMOC
do everything for them.”

Diary of St. Faustina

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 p.m. St. Martin’s

Mary Lake

Lectors Barbara Pasarelli

Marlene Mazzocchi

Sunday, July 29
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:30 a.m St. Paul's

David Lee
Diane Frye
Sunday, July 29

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
11:00 a.m. St. Martin’s

w % Servers Theresa Whitehead
% 2 Anja Whitehead
Lectors John Klein
Labor Day Raffle Tickets EMOC Andy Whitehead

are now available.

Pat Stewart
Katherine Kempa
The grand Prize is
$500.00.

Tickets sell for $1.00 each.

See Matt in the vestibule
to pick up your tickets to-
day.

ST. MARTIN'S
CHURCH CLEANING TEAM
Marlene Mazzocchi
Joseph Castronova
Helen Castronova
Joanne Hadnagy
Mary Lake
Bill Leahy
Jen Mazzocchi
Matthew Menapace

Please Remember in Prayer

Helen Burdick
Anthony LaCalamita
Julia Padaletti
Joseph Passarelli
Micah Stockdale
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Rodgers & Hammerstein’'s

OKLAHOMA!

August 3,4, 5
St. Martin Church Grounds
presented by St. Martin’s Playef

Ln

Licensed Residential &

Jeff Owens

Boot— A—Pest

Pest Control Service

Mortgage Wood destroying Inspections

Ants—Mice— Spiders-Bees and Much more
Over 17 years experience
Phone 570-281-94

Commercial

10

Gibson Girls Shg

Rt. 92—South Gibson
(Formerly BOYD MANZER'S FLORIST SHOP)

Gifts, Collectibles, New and Vi

HOURS: Thursday—Sunday 11 a.m.—4 p.m.
PHONE: 570-756-2468

tag

THIS SPACE AVAIL

For more information,
or to reserve your space, contact
JoAnne Hadnagy at 570 727 3441

Please
Patronize
our Sponsors

Catering for all Occasions

ARMETTA'S
PIZZERIA & PUB

Exit 219 off Rt 81
Gibson, PA
(570) 465-5492

or visit our other location

Armetta’s Restaurant

329 Northern Blivd
Chinchilla, PA

(570) 586—5492

ABL

)\pee grateful to our parish-
i who consistently sup-
port the work of the parish
through their financial contri-
butions.

J@/e ask all our resident parish-
ioners to use their envelopes
in giving their donation to the
parish so that we can keep an
accurate record of your contri-
butions.

y keep records of en-

contributions. At the
end of the calendar year, a
report is sent to each regis-
tered parish family detailing
their contribution for the year.
Every so often, a parishioner
will complain that the report
they received does not match
their calculations. It is then
that we discover that they did
not use their envelopes and
therefore, their “loose” contri-
butions were not tallied . We
can only keep records of
contributions that have
envelopes

If you are a resident parish-
ioner (who comes here every
Sunday) and do not receive
envelopes, please pick up a
census form, fill it out and
return it, so that we can add
you to our parish list.

If you are a parishioner who
receives envelopes and does
not use them, please recon-
sider your practice. It will
make life much easier for us

all.

Your Offering last Sunday
July 15, 2007

Loose 500.00
Candles 3.75
Offertory SM 1,013.00
Offertory SP 383.00
Children’s Offering 5.50
Dues 18.00
Diocesan Assessment 104.00
Fuel 60.00
Donation
Your offering to the Parish 2,087.25

National Collections
(Donations to these collections are

sent to the Dioces

Peter’s Pence

Catholic Relief Services

Total National Collections -0-
Additional Account Deposits

Father's Day Remembrance

Cemetery -0-

Debt Reduction (Building Fund) 5.00

Total Additional Account Deposits 5.00

Total Deposits 2092.25

Hadnagy’s Mountain Hideaway
Guest House
Frank and JoAnn Hadnagy

P. O. Box 9 -Stack Rd.
Thompson, PA 18465

Phone: 570-727-3441 Fax: 570-727-3

E-Mail: mthdwy@epix.net
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Olde Church Emporium

Rt. 92 S. Jackson
Antiques bought and sold

. Furniture Home Décor Miniatures Cand

Gifts

God knows what you'll find there!
Visit our Café and Bake Shoppe.

Café Bake Shoppe Tea Room

Brunch— Lunch Afternoon Tea
Baking Bread, Pies and Savories to Or
Open all year Thursday—Sunday 101

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
Deborah McNamee, proprietor

or visit us online at

7 www.oldechurchemporium.com

les

Her

St. Martin's
Annual Labor Day

Turkey Dinner
Monday, September 3, 2007

11:00 a.m.—4 p.m.
Homestyle Dinner, Bingo,
Fun for the whole family

Francisco Martinez, Massage Therapist ChOCOIateS by |rene
Heallng Touch Practitioner Specialty chocolates for all occasions
_ _ 570-562-2007
Therapeutic Touch—Swedish Massage— Refleiolo
i . i All our chocolate is made to order to insure quality and freshngs
House Calls  Gift Certificates Available .
Order today for your special event!
. Bridal or Baby Shower Easter Christmas
By Appointment: (570)815-5566 Birthday Party or any special occasion
Balance Forward 7965.63 what he in his heart
07/05/2007 . i
Income has decided to give —
not reluctantly
Loose 500.00 )
or under compulsion
Candles 3.75 )
for God loves a cheerful giver.”
Offertory SM 1.013.00 . .
' : Second Corinthians 9
Offertory SP 383.00
Children’s Offering 5.50
- Please be advised that we have re-
Ascension . . .
ceived notice from the Diocese of a
Dues 5% increase in our monthly assess-
18.00 ments.
Diocesan Assessment 104.00
Utilities 60.00 This increase is due, in part, to an
Donation increase in the assessment for Dioce-
Bullelin Ads san Catholic Schools. We will no
150.00 longer be assessed per student by the
Total Income 2,242.75 school, but have been assessed 10%
of our total income by the Diocese.
Balance Forward 7.965.63
| thi k . )
+income this wee 2,242.75 During the last fiscal year (July 1,
Total Available Funds 10.208.38 2006-June 30, 2007), our parish paid
— $7,342.50 toward St. Mary's School in
Expenditures Dunmore. This fiscal year (July 1,
— 2007—June 30, 2008), our assess-
Administration ment is in excess of $11,000.00.
Rectory
Liturgy We ask you to keep this in mind as
Religious Education you prepare your weekly 'offenng to
our parish. Any increase in your offer-
Plant Operation ing that you can make will certainly
& Maintenance 273.80 assist us in meeting our increasing
Taxes financial obligations.
Total Expenditures
We are grateful to all who have al-
Funds Available 10,208.38 ready increased their weekly offering.
If you have not yet done so, please
- expenses -273.80 consider doing so today.
Balance (07/11/2007) 9,929.08
Carpet-Vinyl-Tile
The Carpet Catalog
Box 173, Jackson Ave.
Thompson, PA 18465
Sales and Installation
(570) 727-3350
Hours: M-F 10a.m.—5 p.m., Sat. 9a.m.—1 p.f

Lisa Winners Beauty Salon

Susquehanna (570) 853-2727
New Milford (570) 465-5353

Full Hair Care and Nail Salons



http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP

Page 6 OUR PARISH JOURNAL

Sacramentum Caritatis: Saint of the week

An Apostolic Exhortation of Pope Benedict XVI “This great company of witnesses spurs us on to victo

St. Bridget of Sweden
July 23rd

[l. The Eucharist and the Sacrament of Reconciliation

Their intrinsic relationship |
- Bridget was born in Sweden of
- noble and pious parents, and
led a most holy life. While she
- was yet unborn, her mother
was saved from shipwreck for
= her sake. At ten years of age,
=~ Bridget heard a sermon on the
%, 1 Passion of our Lord; and the
next night she saw Jesus on
the cross, covered with fresh
blood, and speaking to her
about his Passion. Thencefor-
gjiyard meditation on that subject affected her to such a

20. The Synod Fathers rightly stated that a love for the Euchatris;
leads to a growing appreciation of the sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion. (54) Given the connection between these sacraments, ar
authentic catechesis on the meaning of the Eucharist must in-
clude the call to pursue the path of penance (cf. 1 Cor 11:27-2
We know that the faithful are surrounded by a culture that tends
to eliminate the sense of sin (55) and to promote a superficial
approach that overlooks the need to be in a state of grace in
order to approach sacramental communion worthily. (56) The
loss of a consciousness of sin always entails a certain superfi
in the understanding of God's love. Bringing out the elements
within the rite of Mass that express consciousness of personal
and, at the same time, of God's mercy, can prove most helpfu
the faithful.(57) Furthermore, the relationship between the
Eucharist and the sacrament of Reconciliation reminds us that
is never a purely individual affair; it always damages the ecclesiaegree, that she could never think of our Lord's sufferings
communion that we have entered through Baptism. For this reas without tears.

son, Reconciliation, as the Fathers of the Church would say, i$ o ] ) o
laboriosus quidam baptismus; (58) they thus emphasized that|the =~ She was given in marriage to Ulfo prince of Nericia;
outcome of the process of conversion is also the restoration of fudind won him, by example and persuasion, to a life of piety.
ecclesial communion, expressed in a return to the Eucharist. (59%5he devoted herself with maternal love to the education

of her children. She was most zealous in serving the poor,
especially the sick; and set apart a house for their recep-
21. The Synod recalled that Bishops have the pastoral duty of | tion, where she would often wash and kiss their feet. To-
promoting within their Dioceses a reinvigorated catechesis on
conversion born of the Eucharist, and of encouraging frequent -
confession among the faithful. All priests should dedicate them-| POStella, to visit the tomb of the apostle St. James. On
selves with generosity, commitment and competency to adminig-their return journey, Ulfo fell dangerously ill at Arras; but
tering the sacrament of Reconciliation. (60) In this regard, it is| | St. Dionysius, appearing to Bridget at night, foretold the
important that the confessionals in our churches should be clearlyestoration of her husband's health, and other future
visible expressions of the importance of this sacrament. | ask pa Svents

tors to be vigilant with regard to the celebration of the sacra- ’
ment of Reconciliation, and to limit the practice of general absp Ulfo became a Cistercian monk, but died soon after-
lution exclusively to the cases permitted, (61) since individual aby, 4 ,qs. Whereupon Bridget, having heard the voice of
solution is the only form intended for ordinary use. (62) Given i lling her in a d ' b d

need to rediscover sacramental forgiveness, there ought to bg a ©""M'St calling her in a dream, embraced a more austere
Penitentiary in every Diocese. (63) Finally, a balanced and sounéhanner of life. Many secrets were then revealed to her by
practice of gaining indulgences, whether for oneself or for the | | God. She founded the monastery of Vadstena under the
dead, can be helpful for a renewed appreciation of the relatior)- | rule of our Savior, which was given her by our Lord himself.
ship between the Eucharist and Reconciliation. By this means|th; nis command. she went to Rome. where she kindled the
faithful obtain "remission before God of the temporal punishmentI Y ' -

due to sins whose guilt has already been forgiven.” (64) The use'©V€ Of God in very many hearts. She made a pilgrimage to
of indulgences helps us to understand that by our efforts alone | Jerusalem; but on her return to Rome she was attacked by
we would be incapable of making reparation for the wrong we| |fever, and suffered severely from sickness during a whole
have done, and that the sins of each individual harm the whole | year. On the day she had foretold, she passed to heaven,
community. Furthermore, the practice of indulgences, which in-| ,4en with merits. Her body was translated to her monas-
volves not only the doctrine of Christ's infinite merits, but also tha}t ] L . .

of the communion of the saints, reminds us "how closely we afe| €'Y Of Vadstena; and becoming illustrious for miracles,
united to each other in Christ ... and how the supernatural life bf She was enrolled among the saints by Boniface IX.

each can help others.” (65) Since the conditions for gaining an . )
indulgence include going to confession and receiving sacramental The Liturgical Year , Abbot Gueranger O.S.B.

Some pastoral concerns

t %ether with her husband, she went on pilgrimage to Com-

communion, this practice can effectively sustain the faithful on St. Bridget founded the Order of the Most Holy Savior
their journey of conversion and in rediscovering the centrality of| (Bridgettines) at Vadstena in 1346. It received confirmation by
the Eucharist in the Christian life. Pope Urban V in 1370, and survives today. The new branch of

the order was refounded by Blessed Elisabeth Hesselblad and
has grown substantially, around the world.
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When Jesus arrived, the sisters did different things.
What did Mary do?

At the Home of Mary and Martha

Use the code to find the answer.
ABCDEFGHI JKLMNOPQRSTUVWXY Z
JESUSW&SViSitinginthehome ZY XWVUTSRQPONMLEK JIHGFEDCEBA
of Martha and Mary.

(s

Find these things in the picture. W J H S v H pd G
(ircle) them. @ ‘,I\—@ =) @

o

4 G
N Q v H F H
A\
/ / U v \ G
Z MW
T~

What did Martha do when
Jesus arrived?

What did Jesus think was the

G 0 better thing to do when He was
k) at Mary and Martha's home?
Virite the letter from each box on the correct |ir‘IE.\\

£

Use the graph to find the answer

JllA|lH|M|S
= ||D|[T|N|T
ElElL[OT]Y
Pl /|2

NS AV | I
@@ [_VZ‘]@ M n 8 S ol %

6 9 1 13 5 1111 3 1 15

28 5 4 12 fdd S e 1) o
2 8 5 412 16 2 18 3 10 14 - < )% S Y fﬁ

217 17 12 9 1

s/ T4

e P |
7111 7 2 11 2 12 3 5 10 6

® 2005 CRI - PO Box 35263 Canton, OH 44735 - 300 £92-2144 - www.ChildrensEulletins com
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The
Parish
Community
of
St. Martin
of Tours
and
St. Paul
the
Apostle

R. R. 1 Box 396
Jackson, PA

Phone: (570) 756-2541
Fax: (570) 756-2105

E-Mail:
parish@martinoftours.com

Pastor
Rev. Kenneth M. Seegar

Parish Pastoral Council
Betsy Supancik, Chairperson
Michael Briechle
Mark Fallon
Diane Frye
Rachel Gilleran
Charlene Kempa
Chris Lake
Andrew Whitehead
Parish Finance Council
Michael Briechle, Chairperson
Richard Lake
Matthew Menapace
Sharon Panasevich
Rita Reavey
Betsy Supancik

Religious Ed Program
Chris Lake, DRE
Charlene Kempa

Alfie Lambert

Maureen Maloney
Diane Monteforte
Amber Rockwell

Ruth Zeck

We're on the Web!
See us at:
www.martinoftours.com
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Mass Intentions Week of July 23-29

Feast Intention Offered by

Monday

St. Bridget  Rev. Robert Simon (living) Dolores Goodger

Tuesday

St. Sharbel Frances Pulice Joseph & John Gurnani

Wednesday

St. James Fred Oleson Family

Thursday

St. Anne &

Joachim Walter & Alice Dobrzynski

Family

Friday

Weekday John Lee James Sallitta

Saturday

Weekday No Mass Scheduled

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Vigil

Saturday
4 p.m.
St. Martin’s

Parishioner Pastor

Sunday

8:30 a.m.

St. Paul's Mrs. Anna Hobbes

Nick & Dot Kravetsky

Sunday

11:00 a.m.

St. Martin's Michael Panasevich Fami

Peter Petrosky

This Week in our Parish

Today

Sunday Mass 8:30 a.m. SP
Novena to St. Ann Day 6 Prayers before 11 a.m. Mass
Sunday Mass 11:00 a.m. SM

Monday

Morning Mass 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel
Novena to St. Anne Day 7

Tuesday

Morning Mass 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel
Novena to St. Anne Day 8

Wednesday

Morning Mass 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel

Novena to St. Anne Day 9

Oklahoma Rehearsal—Act 2 Run Thru with Orchestra 6 p.m.
Labor Day Picnic Chairperson Meeting—7 p.m. Parish Hall

Thursday

Morning Mass 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel

Feast of Sts. Anne & Joachim

Oklahoma Rehearsal—Act 1 run Thru with Orchestra 5 p.m.
HOLY HOUR 7 p.m SM

Friday

Morning Mass 9 a.m. Rectory Chapel
Rectory Office open

Saturday

No Morning Mass
Confessions 3:00 p.m. SM
Vigil Mass 15th Sunday OT 4:00 p.m. SM

Sunday

Confession 8:00 a.m.. SP by request only

Sunday Mass 8:30 a.m. SP

Sunday Mass 11:00 a.m. SM

Oklahoma Rehearsal—Run Thru with Orchestra Acts 1 & 2 4 p.m.
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