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18 March 2007

O
ur

 P
a

ri
sh

 J
ou

rn
a

l
P

A
R

I
S

H
 

C
O

M
M

U
N

I
T

Y
 

O
F

 
S

T
.

 
M

A
R

T
I

N
 

O
F

 
T

O
U

R
S

 
A

N
D

 
S

T
.

 
P

A
U

L
 

T
H

E
 

A
P

O
S

T
L

E

Fr. John Foley, S. J. of the Center for Liturgy
Copyright © 2007, The Center for Liturgy at Saint Louis University. All rights reserved.

Permission is hereby granted to reproduce for personal or parish use

An Angry Savior?

The Gospel for Sunday sounds a bit angry and threatening, and we must talk 
about that. Is the God we know really furious and offended, demanding infinite jus-
tice? Maybe the following should be our slogan: “Be afraid, be very afraid.” 
Here is the story from the Gospel. News comes to Jesus that Pilate has murdered some 
Galilean people. Still worse, Pilate has actually mixed their blood with that of sacri-
ficed animals. 

This is a terrible, even macabre story, worthy of denunciation. But instead, Jesus 
seems to scold the people who brought the bad news.

Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way 
they were greater sinners than all other Galileans?

By no means!
But I tell you, if you do not repent,

you will all perish as they did!
What is the logic here? It sounds as if you don’t have to rank as the worst sinner in 

the world in order to get punished. You can qualify just by failing to repent. 

And why is Jesus so harsh in this case? Is he an angry savior? Angry just as many 
people think the God of the Old Testament was: unforgiving, warlike, furious, de-
manding an infinite sacrifice to make up for humankind’s sins against an infinite God?

When we look at the First Reading we do not find an angry God. Instead, we find 
God grieving over the troubles of his people.

I have witnessed the affliction of my people in Egypt 
and have heard their cry of complaint against their slave drivers, 

so I know well what they are suffering.
Therefore I have come down to rescue them.

God appears miraculously as a burning bush that is not consumed by flames. He 
begins to tell Moses how to rescue his people. Great compassion from the depths of 
the transcendent God.

Wouldn't Jesus have the same kind of compassion for his own people? Not this 
week, it seems. Or maybe that is a wrong impression. Jesus tells a parable in the sec-
ond half of the Gospel that might help us understand. 

In brief, a sadly unproductive fig tree is to be chopped down, the orchard owner 
says. His gardener advises him to leave it one more year and see if, with some tend-
ing, it will bear fruit. Give it another chance.

There are two ways to think of this parable. Initially we might assume that Jesus is 
the heartless orchard owner because we half remember the story in Mt 21:18-19 of Jesus 
actually cursing a fruitless fig tree. 

Yet what if Jesus is not the owner but the gardener in the parable? The gardener 
is asking mercy for the disobedient fig tree. Isn’t this exactly what Jesus is doing when 
he warns us we will perish if we don’t repent? Isn’t he shouting at us to turn back to 
God precisely to avoid destruction?

He is “startling the poor sheep back” from the edge, to paraphrase the poet Hop-
kins, and you and I are the sheep.

There is still reason to fear God, of course, since he is infinite and infinitely more fiery 
than the burning bush is. You can get hurt. But the closer you come to the real center 
of God, the more your fear turns to gratitude. You are not scalded or consumed by 
the divine fire—you are warmed and gentled at its welcoming hearth. 

http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP


Pag OUR PARISH  JOURNAL

     There is no doubt about the 
mind of Christ here as the Gospels 
reveal it: We must not think the ser-
vice of God can be subordinated to 
worldly purposes. If we seek first the 
kingdom of God and God’s justice, 
the new earth will be added to us; if 
we give the earth and its fullness 
pride of place in our lives and in our 
hearts, we are idolaters and turn the 
house of God into a den of thieves.

     But it remains true that to live 
the life of God is, in fact, to find a 
new earth, to see the earth as the 
habitation of glory, to see all things 
in God and God in all things. We 
know the power things have to hurt 
us or give us joy because of their 
association with the people we love: 
You love this place because one you 
love made it heaven for you, or you 
cannot go into this place without 
pain because the on you loved once 
lived in it. To the eye of faith, all the 
things that God has made have this 
richness of association, and it should 
always be a cause for rejoicing, be-
cause the Presence within them is an 
Abiding Presence and Glory.

     The pagan lacrimae rerum, the 
pathos of the earthly beauty, is far 
from being the final word: In the 
eternal present all things abide, and 
behind the gleam of created beauty 
you sense the splendor of the Di-
vine. Vere locus iste sanctus est—
truly this place is holy—the house of 
God and the Gate of Heaven.

     So Baptism affects more than 
our way of seeing the world; it gives 
us not just a new vision of the earth, 
but a new earth indeed.

           Gerald Vann

There is something about pov-
erty itself which makes the poor very 
near and dear to the heart of Christ: Why 
is it? Not the poverty which is in fact a 
crushing burden of penury, a constant 
anxiety and anguish of spirit, but the 
poverty which means a very modest way 
of life, a simplicity, a lack of great posses-
sions; about that sort of poverty there is 
something Christ-like.

     The saints give up the possession of 
everything, the proprietorship of every-
thing, not the love of everything: On the 
contrary, it is when they have thrown 
away all their possessions that their love 
can so increase as to include all things, 
that they can become all things to all 
people, and indeed to all creatures.                                            

Gerald Vann

It is certain that the fathers did well to use 
such lenience in their desire to establish us 
in the habit of fasting. As we know, we 
could proclaim a fast throughout the 
whole year, and no one would pay any 
attention. But now, with a set time for 
fasting of only forty days, even the most 
sluggish need no exhortation to rouse 
themselves to undergo it.

     When someone asks you why you fast, 
you should not answer: because of the 
Passover or because of the Cross. Neither of 
these is the reason for our fasting. We fast 
because of our sins, since we are preparing 
to approach the sacred mysteries. More-
over, the Christian Pasch is a time for nei-
ther fasting nor mourning, but for great 
joy, since the Cross destroyed sin and made 
expiation for the whole world. It reconciled 
ancient enemies and  opened the gates of 
heaven. It made friends of those who had 
been filled with hatred, restoring them to 
the citizenship of heaven. Through the 
Cross, our human nature has been set at 
the right hand of the throne of God, and 
we have been given good things besides. 
Therefore, we must not give way to 
mourning or sadness; we must rejoice 
greatly instead over all these blessings. 

     St. John Chrysostom

God is on the side even of the unwor-
thy poor, as we know from the story 
Jesus told of the prodigal son. Charles 
Peguy, in God Speaks, has explained it 
perfectly. Readers may object that the 
prodigal son returned penitent to the 
Father’s house. But who knows, he 
might have gone out and squandered 
more money on the next Saturday 
night; he might have refused to help 
with the farm work and asked to be 
sent to finish his education instead, 
thereby incurring the elder brother’s 
righteous wrath, and the war between 
the worker and the intellectual, or the 
conservative and the radical, would be 
on.
     Jesus has another answer to that 
one: to forgive one’s brother seventy 
times seven times. There are always 
answers—although they are not al-
ways calculated to soothe.

Dorothy Day

Genuine Forgiveness is participation, 
reunion overcoming the powers of 
estrangement. And only because this 
is so does forgiveness make love pos-
sible.
                                                    Paul Tillich
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Happenings

Monday
No Morning Mass

Parish Office Closed

Tuesday
No Morning Mass

Parish Office Closed

Wednesday
No Morning Mass

Parish Office Closed

Thursday
9 a.m. Mass

Rectory Chapel

Study Group—10 a.m. Parish Hall

Evening Adult Study—
The Passion of Jesus 

7 p.m. SM Hall

Friday
Day of ABSTINENCE

9 a.m. Mass
Rectory Chapel

6:30 p.m. 
LIVING STATIONS OF THE CROSS -

@ St. Martin’s
presented by the children

of St. Aloysius School 
Wilkes-Barre

Saturday
No Morning Mass

3 p.m.  Confessions
Church of St. Martin

Jackson

4 p.m. Vigil Mass
Fourth Sunday in Lent

Sunday
Fourth Sunday in Lent

8 a.m.  Confessions
Church of St. Paul

Starucca

8:30 a.m. Sunday Mass
Church of St. Paul

Starucca

Religious Education
9:00 a.m.—10:45 a.m. 

Parish Hall

11:00 a.m. Sunday Mass
Church of St. Martin

4:00 p.m. Sacrament 
of Reconciliation 

St. Martin’s

The Season of Lent
All parishioners are reminded of the 

Penitential character of the Lenten Season. 
The church instructs us that our penance 
should be not only private, but also commu-
nal—that is, for the sake of the whole church. 
The three traditional means of penance em-
braced during this season are PRAYER, FAST-
ING and ALMSGIVING.

Daily Mass during Lent will be of-
fered at the usual time 9 a.m. in the Rectory 
Chapel. If there is a sufficient number of par-
ticipants, the Mass will be moved into the 
Church. If not, it will remain in the Chapel.

Stations of the Cross are offered at 
7 p.m. on Fridays during Lent in St. Martin’s 
Church. All Parishioners are encouraged to 
participate in this venerable devotion. Young 
families are especially encouraged to attend.

Our parish will be participating in 
Operation Rice Bowl—the National Cam-
paign to assist poverty stricken areas of our 
country. Weekly bulletin items will highlight 
this time of almsgiving

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is 
offered every Saturday afternoon at 3 p.m. in 
St. Martin’s Church and on Sunday Mornings 
by request at St. Paul’s. 

Our Parish Lenten Reconciliation 
Service will take place NEXT SUNDAY at 4 
p.m. in St. Martin’s Church. All Parishion-
ers are encouraged to take this opportu-
nity for Confession and reconciliation be-
fore Holy Week. 

Lenten Adult Study 
Father Ken will offer a 
study of the Passion of Je-
sus on Thursday, March 8, 
March 15, March 22, and 
March 29th at 7 p.m. in the 
Parish hall. Plan to attend. 

Remember Your Loved Ones at Easter 
through remembrance in our Easter 
Masses. 

An envelope for your intentions is in-
cluded in this month’s packet. Living and 
deceased members of your family can 
benefit from the Sacrifice of the Mass at 
Easter.

We ask that all envelopes be submitted 
by April 1st for Publication in the Easter 
Bulletin. Names submitted after April 1st 
will not be published in the Easter bulle-
tin.

SECOND COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND

Our Second Collection this 
weekend will assist Catholic Social Ser-
vices

This organization has been serv-
ing the poor—those limited in power, 
voice, and access for generations. Need 
has never been greater, and your gener-
osity is critically important to the organi-
zation’s continuing success. God will 
always love the poor, and this collection 
gives each of us an opportunity to work 
hand-in-hand with Him to bring hope and 
love to all His children.

Please be as generous as your 
means allow to this appeal in our Second 
Collection  this weekend. Envelopes for 
this collection are in your packet.

LIVING STATIONS of the CROSS
The children of St. Aloysius 

Church, Wilkes-Barre will present the 
Living Stations of the Cross on 
Friday, March 23rd at 6:30 p.m. in 
St. Martin’s Church, Jackson. All 
parishioners are encouraged to par-
ticipate in this moving portrayal of 
the Passion of Jesus. 

Dr. Christopher Lake, of St. 
Martin’s Parish, is currently the princi-
pal at St. Aloysius School. 

The family of Joe Monteforte 
wishes to extend a word of gratitude 
to all who have been assisting by their 
prayers and words of consolation dur-
ing this very difficult time.

Joe is under the expert care of 
the doctors at Jefferson Hospital in 
Philadelphia after his involvement in 
the building collapse in New Milford 
last weekend. Prayers for his total and 
complete recovery are asked.

Those of you wishing to send 
Joe a card or note of encouragement 
may do so at the following address:

Joseph Monteforte
Jefferson Hospital

111 S. 11th St.
Philadelphia, PA 19107
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Mass Schedule for the Week of March 19-25, 2007 

9:00 a.m. unless 
otherwise 
posted

Feast Intention Offered by

Monday
Joseph, 

Husband of Mary
No Mass Scheduled 

Tuesday Lenten Weekday

Wednesday Lenten Weekday No Mass Scheduled 

Thursday Lenten Weekday Fred Oleson Family

Friday Toribio of Mongrovejo Health of Frances 
Bossert

Family

Saturday Lenten Weekday No Mass Scheduled

Fifth Sunday in Lent

Vigil 4:00 p.m.  SM Richard Gralewski Marilyn and Tony Druner

Sunday 8:30 a.m.   SP Patricia Oleson Gen Leet

Sunday 11:00 a.m.  SM Parishioners Pastor

No Mass Scheduled 

Scriptures for the Week

Monday
St. Joseph,
Husband of Mary

2 Samuel 7:4-16
Romans 4:13-22
Matthew 1:16-24

Tuesday
Lenten Weekday

Ezechiel 47: 1-9, 12
John 5:1-16

Wednesday
Lenten Weekday

Isaiah 49:8-15
John 5:17-30

Thursday
Lenten Weekday

Exodus 32:7-14
John 5:31-47

Friday
Lenten Weekday

Wisdom 2:12-22
John 7: 1-2, 10, 25-30

Saturday 
Lenten Weekday

Jeremiah 11:18-20
John 7:40-53

Sunday
Fifth Sunday in 
Lent

Isaiah 43:16-21
Philippians 3:8-14
John 8:1-11

the background through centuries of 
Church history. Only in more recent 
times has he been accorded greater 
honor. Liturgical veneration of St. Jo-
seph began in the fifteenth century, 
fostered by Sts. Brigid of Sweden and 
Bernadine of Siena. St. Teresa, too, 
did much to further his cult.

At present there are two major 
feasts in his honor. On March 19 our 
veneration is directed to him person-
ally and to his part in the work of re-
demption, while on May 1 we honor 
him as the patron of workmen 
throughout the world and as our 
guide in the difficult matter of estab-
lishing equitable norms regarding ob-
ligations and rights in the social order.

Excerpted from The Church's Year of Grace, 
Pius Parsch.

St. Joseph is invoked as pa-
tron for many causes. He is the patron 
of the Universal Church. He is the pa-
tron of the dying because Jesus and 
Mary were at his death-bed. He is also 
the patron of fathers, of carpenters, 
and of social justice. Many religious 
orders and communities are placed 
under his patronage.

virgin birth. After this, he modestly 
retires into the background of holy 
Scripture.

Of St. Joseph's death the Bible 
tells us nothing. There are indications, 
however, that he died before the 
beginning of Christ's public life. His 
was the most beautiful death that 
one could have, in the arms of Jesus 
and Mary. Humbly and unknown, he 
passed his years at Nazareth, silent 
and almost forgotten he remained in 

Saint of the Week

St. Joseph, 

Husband of Mary

St. Joseph was an ordinary man-
ual laborer although descended from 
the royal house of David. In the de-
signs of Providence he was destined 
to become the spouse of the Mother 
of God. His high privilege is expressed 
in a single phrase, "Foster-father of 
Jesus." About him Sacred Scripture 
has little more to say than that he 
was a just man-an expression which 
indicates how faithfully he fulfilled his 
high trust of protecting and guarding 
God's greatest treasures upon earth, 
Jesus and Mary.

The darkest hours of his life may 
well have been those when he first 
learned of Mary's pregnancy; but 
precisely in this time of trial Joseph 
showed himself great. His suffering, 
which likewise formed a part of the 
work of the redemption, was not 
without great providential import: 
Joseph was to be, for all times, the 
trustworthy witness of the Messiah's 
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Liturgical Ministers

March 24-25, 2007

Fifth Sunday in Lent

Vigil 4  p.m.
St. Martin’s

Servers Christine Zeck
Michala Zeck

Lectors Barbara Passarelli

EMOC Ruth Zeck

8:30 a.m. St. Paul’s

Servers

Lectors Mark Fallon

EMOC Diane Frye

11:00 a.m. St. Martin’s

Servers Nicholas & Lauren

Lectors Pat Stewart

EMOC Michele Pavelski
Kim Marco
Betsy Supancik

Please Remember 

in Prayer this Week

Travis Andrews

Liz Beekman

Eva Dew

Robert Gilleran

Dolores Goodger

 Gertrude Leahy

Genevieve Leet

Marlene Mazzocchi

Joseph Monteforte

Julia Padaletti

Angelo and Joann Petriello

Rev. Edward Sokolowski

April Supancik

Sharon Walk 

OPERATION RICE BOWL

FEATURED COUNTRY

CAMBODIA

The Church calls us all to be fully 
engaged for the greatest good in the 
local and worldwide community, for 
each life impacts and influences the 
lives of all.

In the parable of the Prodigal Son, 
Jesus makes clear that our Father loves 
all of us and forgives all who turn to 
Him, no matter what we’ve done or 
how we’ve squandered the gifts we’ve 
been given.

After a long, dark night of suffer-
ing, Cambodia has ended its period of 
nearly complete isolation, and the heal-
ing of its suffering people has begun. 
Cambodians have begun to re-establish 
ties of family and neighbor, and to rec-
oncile the nation torn apart by war and 
refugee crises. The land has begun 
again to bear fruit, and the people 
have begun to devote their attention to 
sustainable farming, providing food for 
all who hunger. With the help of Catho-
lic Relief Services, Cambodians are using 
improved agricultural systems which 
provide food and income for families 
and encourage people to participate in 
community activities.

CRS has been and continues to be 
a part of the effort by Cambodians to 
make life better for their people 
through projects in health, the 
HIV/AIDS, peace-building, sustainable 
agriculture and food security, and mi-
crofinance. The contributions you pro-
vide, received through Operation Rice 
Bowl, help to show God’s love for all His 
children, and help the Cambodian peo-
ple take their development and their 
futures into their own hands.

OPERATION RICE BOWL

Jesus uses the image of the prodigal son 
returning to his father to explain how much our 
Father in heaven loves us. God wants us to 
know that in His Love we must reach out to 
those who have offended us and invite them 
back into full participation in our community.

In Cambodia, Catholic Relief Services 
helps rebuild and improve community struc-
tures. One way CRS has helped Cambodians 
strengthen their communities is through sus-
tainable agriculture. Improved agricultural sys-
tems provide food and income for families and 
encourage people to participate in community 
activities. Please support CRS’ agricultural 
projects with your prayers, fasting, learning 
and giving.

THE COLLECTION for Operation Rice 
Bowl will be taken up at the MASS OF THE 
LORD’S SUPPER on Holy Thursday.

Visit CRS online at www.crs.org/orb to 
learn more.
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“How shall I make a return to the Lord 

for His goodness to me?”
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Your Offering last Sunday
March 11, 2007

Loose  300.00

Candles 12.75

Offertory SM 1152.00

Offertory SP 170.00

Children’s Offering 32.50

Dues 26.00

Fuel 221.00

Diocesan Assessment 15.00

Ash Wednesday

Easter Flowers 94.00

Your offering to the Parish 2,023.24

National Collections

Catholic Social Services 6.00

Total National Collections 6.00

Additional Account Deposits

Easter Remembrance (STIPEND FUND) 50.00

Debt Reduction 20.00

Total Additional Account Deposits 70.00

Total Deposits last Sunday 2,099.25

Parish Checkbook this Week
Balance Forward 03/01/07 6,182.08

Income

Loose 300.00
Candles 12.75
Offertory SM 1152.00
Offertory SP 170.00
Children’s Offering 32.50
Dues 26.00
Utilities 221.00
Diocesan Assessment 15.00
EASTER Flowers 94.00
National Collection: 
Catholic Social Services 6.00

Transfer from Building Fund

Transfer from Fundraising

Total Income     2,029.25

Balance Forward 6,182.08
+ Income this week 2,029.25
Total Available Funds 8,211.33

Expenditures

Administration 5,629.34

Rectory 76.42
Liturgy

Religious Education

Plant Operation and Maintenance 85.00
Insurance 872.72
Loan Repayment

Diocesan Collection Transmittal

Total Expenditures 6,663.48

Funds Available 8,211.33
-Total Expenses -6,663.48

Balance (03/08/07)      1,547.85

“Each person should give

what he in his heart has decided to give –

not reluctantly or under compulsion

for God loves a cheerful giver.”
                                                    Second Corinthians 9:7

Financial 
Stewardship
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The The The 
Parish Parish Parish 

Community Community Community 
of of of 

St. Martin St. Martin St. Martin 
of Tours of Tours of Tours 

and and and 
St. Paul St. Paul St. Paul 

the the the 
ApostleApostleApostle

R. R. 1 Box 396
Jackson, PA

 Phone:
(570) 756-2541

 Fax:
(570) 756-2105

 E-Mail:
parish@martinoftours.com

Pastor
Rev. Kenneth M. Seegar

Parish Pastoral Council

Betsy Supancik, Chairperson
Michael Briechle
Mark Fallon
Diane Frye     
Rachel Gilleran
Charlene Kempa
Chris Lake
Andrew Whitehead

Parish Finance Council

Michael Briechle, Chairperson
Richard Lake
Robert Lambert
Matthew Menapace 
Russ Pepe
Rita Reavey
Betsy Supancik,

Religious Ed Program

Chris Lake, DRE
Charlene Kempa
Alfie Lambert
Maureen Maloney
Diane Monteforte
Amber Rockwell
Ruth Zeck

We’re on the Web!
See us at:

www.martinoftours.com

Susquehanna Smal l  Engine Susquehanna Smal l  Engine 

Sa les ,  Serv ice  and Repairs ,  InSales ,  Serv ice  and Repairs ,  In cc

 Home of service and reasonable prices. 

 We have the same price or less as the big home 
improvement stores, but we service what we sell. 
We carry everything from chain saws to garden 

tractors and everything in 

between. 

Husqvarna and Stihl products available.

We repair all small engines

Located on Rt. 171 between Susquehanna and 
Great Bend

570-853-4694

Tom McNamara – owner and parishioner

Corinna Kinney—Licensed Manicurist
at the Hair Zoo in Clifford

222-3400 or 289-4169
Manicures - Pedicures -  Pink & Whites - Acrylics - Gels  

Repairs & Wraps - Nail Art & Piercing - Natural Nail Care 
Hand/Arm Massage - Foot/Leg Massage - Airbrushing -

Parrafin Dips

HOMEBOUND CARE AVAILABLE

Gift Certificates, Birthday Parties, Gift Packages
Wedding/Bridal Services, Manicure/Pedicure Parties

Your Ad can appear Here!
Contact 

Jo Anne Hadnagy 570-727-3441 

or 

Matt Menapace 756-2935

to reserve your space today!

Hadnagy’s Mountain Hideaway
Frank and JoAnn Hadnagy

Proprietors

P. O. Box 9  -Stack Rd.

Thompson, PA 18465

Phone: 5707273441,            Fax: 5707272193

Lisa Winners Beauty Salon

Susquehanna (570) 853-2727

New Milford (570) 465-5353

Full Hair Care and Nail Salons

Carpet-Vinyl-Tile

The Carpet Catalog
Box 173, Jackson Ave.

Thompson, PA 18465

Sales and Installation

(570 727-3350 

Hours: M-F 10a.m.—5 p.m., Sat. 9a.m.—1 p.m. 

Please 
Patronize

Our 
Sponsors 

WATCH FOR 
ADDITIONAL ADS
coming APRIL 1st!!!!!
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Quite naturally the First Sunday of Lent starts out with the temptations of Christ in the 
desert.

Why naturally? Because Lent is a time to take off the blinders of sin and prepare to 
listen truly during Holy Week. Jesus models this kind of listening in the Gospel.

He had been pulled into the desert by the voice that said "You are my beloved Son; 
with you I am well pleased.” (Lk 3:21-22). Jesus already knew he was close to God, but 
even so, this voice echoed words of scripture that might have shocked him:

In the book of Isaiah hundreds of years before, it was the Messiah to whom God re-
ferred, saying, “Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen in whom my soul delights, 
upon whom I have put my spirit; he shall bring forth justice to the nations” (Isaiah 42: 1-4)

Jesus needed time to digest this terribly wonderful message, especially as applied to 
himself. He had to become empty in order to receive it.

The devil knew about Jesus already, with a dumb and greedy knowledge. 
If Jesus was this great servant of God, his strengths could be used. Maybe he also had a 

need to receive glory, to be someone who could tell God and others what to do. 
Full and at the same time rapacious, the devil comes to Jesus, who is hungry. “Use 

your power,” the devil says slyly to him. “No point in being empty. Just give a Godly com-
mand and this stone will turn into bread.”

“One does not live by bread alone,” Jesus answered from the scriptures. 
Jesus’ quotation comes from Moses’ great second speech to the people of Israel, as do 

all his responses today.
[God had] let you be afflicted with hunger, and then fed you with manna, a food un-

known to you and your fathers, in order to show you that not by bread alone does man live, 
but by every word that comes forth from the mouth of the Lord” (Deuteronomy 8:3).

Note to reader: How do you assuage your hunger?
The devil moves on to a glory temptation. Join me, worship me, he says. All the king-

doms in the world will be yours. (Translation: you can be bigger than this heavenly father 
of yours is.) Jesus answers, “You shall worship the Lord your God, and him alone shall you 
serve” (Deuteronomy 6:13).

Note to the reader: what do you and I worship and serve—instead of God?
Two temptations have failed. But even the devil can quote scripture. He uses Psalm 91, 

the part about God commanding the angels to guard the beloved one (verses 11 and 12). 
Just throw yourself off these heights, the devil suggests smoothly. God’s angels will have 
no choice, they will have to come save you. Take advantage of who you are. 

The Devil is inviting Jesus to step out of the intimate loving relation he already has 
with the Father and instead to make himself isolated, proud, alone and without love, but 
with power. 

Note to the reader: Isn't this what power does?
Jesus says (Deuteronomy 6:16), “You shall not tempt the Lord your God.” You shall 

not tell God and the angels what to do. You are only as big as you are.
Listen, listen. This is what Lent is about.
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