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Turn the Other Cheek??????

What would happen in your life if God’s love resided within you? What if you were to “bear the image 
of the heavenly one,” as St. Paul says (Second Reading)—what would you be like?

Would you love God above all things and love your neighbor as yourself? Would you begin to let go of 
self-interest, anger, self-righteousness, fear, and so on? Maybe you would let God’s love reach through you to 
other people. 

It's hard to predict, isn’t it? Also hard to think about, given the realities of today’s world. But there is a 
story in the First Reading that might show how it can happen humanly.

The story: “Three thousand picked men” are pursuing David, the popular, gifted young man and fu-
ture king. It is a long story, but in abbreviated form, King Saul developed a great jealousy toward David. 
All the women greatly admired David, saying, "Saul has killed his one thousand in battle, and David has 
killed his ten thousand" (I Sam. 18:7-11). At this Saul began trying openly to kill David, who. escaped to the 
desert with the army now pursuing him.

One night David managed somehow to sneak into Saul’s camp. He made his way through the whole 
slumbering army right to where Saul himself was sleeping. David’s friend Abishai said, “Let me nail him to 
the ground with one thrust of the spear; I will not need a second thrust!” 

But David refused, and they left the encampment. Later, from a far hill, David shouted to Saul in the 
camp, “The Lord will reward each man for his justice and faithfulness. Today, though the Lord delivered you 
into my grasp, I would not harm the Lord’s anointed.”

He spared his enemy for the sake of God. What would have happened in your life if you had been in 
David’s position?

Actually, we have a good source to answer such a question. In the Gospel Jesus tells us what God’s pres-
ence in us looks like. But beware, Jesus is much more colorful and dramatic than even David. In fact, he is a 
bit frightening. He says,

Love your enemies. 
Do good to those who hate you.

Bless those who curse you. 
Pray for those who mistreat you.

To the person who strikes you on one cheek,
offer the other one as well.

From the person who takes your cloak,
do not withhold even your tunic.

Give to everyone who asks of you,

and from the one who takes what is yours 
do not demand it back.

What would your life say to such demands? Would it say, “For sure I’m not going to turn my other 
cheek when I am slapped, I’m going to show this guy what a real slap feels like”? Or something similar.

But Jesus tells is why he is being so stringent. He says,

[God] himself is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked.
Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful (Gospel).

This is a very big step. God loves not only people who are poor and weeping (as in the beatitudes), but 
those who are rude and ungrateful, those who are actually wicked. He tells us to be the same way! Can any 
of us manage such love? 

Yes, with grace. And with time. And with humility.
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I close my eyes

-only for a moment-

and the moment’s gone.

All my dreams

pass before my eyes a curiosity

Dust in the wind

all they are is dust in the wind

Same old song

just a drop of water in the endless sea -

All we do

crumbles to the ground

though we refuse to see

Dust in the wind

all they are is dust in the wind.

Don’t hang on!

Nothing lasts forever but the earth and sky

It slips away

All our money won’t another minute buy

Dust in the wind

all we are is dust in the wind!

Ash Wednesday—February 
21st—Wednesday of this week 
marks the beginning of the 
Lenten season. The imposition of 
ashes is an ancient penitential 
practice symbolizing our de-
pendence upon God's mercy 
and forgiveness. Ash Wednesday 
is a day of fast and abstinence 
in the Church.

Mass with the imposition 
of ashes will be celebrated at  noon and 7 
p.m. in  St. Martin’s Church.

Ash Wednesday is a day of Fast and Absti-
nence.

Fasting—By refraining from eating, we signify our 
oneness with the Lord, acknowledge our need for con-
version, and give witness to our solidarity with those 
less fortunate. Catholics who are eighteen years and 
older and in good health are bound until their fifty-
ninth birthday by the obligation to fast on Ash 
Wednesday. Traditionally, the canonical obligation of 
fasting has been understood in the Church as the tak-
ing of only one full meal a day.

Abstinence—In the United States, this penitential 
practice consists of refraining from the consumption of 
meat. The Latin Church's requirement of abstinence 
binds Catholics after they have celebrated their four-
teenth birthday, and it is practiced on Ash Wednesday 
and the Fridays during Lent. Pastors and parents are 
encouraged to see that children who are not bound by 
the obligation to fast and abstain are led to appreci-
ate an authentic sense of penance.

All FRIDAYS of LENT are days of Abstinence 
when no meat is to be eaten.

Stations of the Cross—This popular devotional 
practice was developed in order to permit those 
who could not make a pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
to follow in the steps of Jesus along his journey 
from judgment to burial. Catholics throughout the 
centuries have paused to pray the stations of the 
cross, especially during the Lenten season.

Stations of the Cross will be prayed on Fridays dur-
ing Lent at 7 p.m. in St. Martin’s Church. All pa-
rishioners are encouraged to participate in this 
venerable devotion.

Almsgiving—This penitential practice entails giv-
ing money or other resources for the benefit of 
those in need. One possible source of this money is 
that which has been saved from fasting or other 
means of self-denial. Operation Rice Bowl mate-
rials are included in this week’s bulletin.

Gearing up 

for Lent
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Happenings

Monday
No Morning Mass

Parish Office Closed

Tuesday
9:00 a.m. Mass SM
Rectory Chapel

Wednesday
ASH WEDNESDAY

Day of Fast and Abstinence
Mass with imposition of Ashes

Noon at St. Martin’s
&

7 p.m. at St. Martin’s

Thursday
9 a.m. Mass

Rectory Chapel

Study Group—10 a.m. Parish Hall

Friday
Day of ABSTINENCE

9 a.m. Mass
Rectory Chapel

10 a.m.
Potato preparation for Pierogi

Church Hall

7 p.m. 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS -

St. Martin’s

Saturday
No Morning Mass

9 a.m.
Pierogi Session begins

Church hall

3 p.m.  Confessions
Church of St. Martin

Jackson

4 p.m. Vigil Mass
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sunday
First Sunday in Lent
8 a.m.  Confessions
Church of St. Paul

Starucca

8:30 a.m. Sunday Mass
Church of St. Paul

Starucca

Religious Education
9:00 a.m.—10:45 a.m. 

Parish Hall

11:00 a.m. Sunday Mass
Church of St. Martin

Occasions for Spiritual Renewal

Day of Prayer 
Ash Wednesday—February 21st
St. Ann’s Basilica, Scranton

Journey with Mary, Mother of Sorrows

9a.m.—3 p.m.

Quiet time, Conference, confessions, Mass, Lunch

***************************
Reflection Series on the 
Seven Sorrows of Mary

Feb. 15, March 1, 8, 22, 29

9 a.m.—11:30 a.m.

St. Ann’s Basilica Scranton

For More information, con-
tact Sr. Gertrude Grimes at 
383-2763

Free will offerings accepted

STEEL 

MAGNOLIAS 

 February 16, 17 
@ 7 p.m.

February 18 @ 2 
p.m. in our par-
ish hall  
Steel Magnolias is set in a small-town beauty par-
lor in Louisiana and follows the lives of several 
women who often meet there.  Both a comedy and 
a tearjerker, there are eccentric characters galore 
in this touching play. 

The play explores the lives of ordinary women 
going through situations that the average person 
could relate to. The characters are realistic and 
witty, and as the play progresses, their camarade-
rie and the community of the beauty salon be-
comes increasingly apparent. The strength of the 
characters ties them together through the best and 
worst of times.

Call Dolores Goodger 756-3305 for ad-
vanced tickets. Seating is limited!

The Season of Lent
All parishioners are reminded of the 

Penitential character of the Lenten Season. 
The church instructs us that our penance 
should be not only private, but also commu-
nal—that is, for the sake of the whole church. 
The three traditional means of penance em-
braced during this season are PRAYER, FAST-
ING and ALMSGIVING.

Daily Mass during Lent will be offered 
at the usual time 9 a.m. in the Rectory 
Chapel. If there is a sufficient number of par-
ticipants, the Mass will be moved into the 
Church. If not, it will remain in the Chapel.

Stations of the Cross are offered at 7 
p.m. on Fridays during Lent in St. Martin’s 
Church. All Parishioners are encouraged to 
participate in this venerable devotion. Young 
families are especially encouraged to attend.

Our parish will be participating in 
Operation Rice Bowl—the National Campaign 
to assist poverty stricken areas of our coun-
try. Weekly bulletin items will highlight this 
time of almsgiving

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is 
offered every Saturday afternoon at 3 p.m. in 
St. Martin’s Church and on Sunday Mornings 
by request at St. Paul’s. 

   IT’S TIME TO MAKE THE 
PIEROGIS

Our first Pierogi session will be held next 
Friday and Saturday—February 23-24. 

On Friday, a small number of people are 
needed to prepare the potato filling. This 
involves, peeling, boiling and mixing and 
mashing the potatoes and then allowing it 
to cool.

On Saturday, February 24th, we will need 
all hands on deck to pinch the pierogies! 
Our Pierogi pinching session will begin at 9 
a.m. All participants are asked to bring a 
covered dish for lunch. Our goal is 200 
dozen Pierogi for this first session (that’s 
2400 pierogi!). Many hands make light 
work!

On the following weekend, the process will 
be repeated.

All orders may be placed with Dolores 
Goodger (756-3305)

Religious Education Classes have re-
sumed.

Classes are held at 9 a.m. each Sunday.

All Children in grades k—8 are to participate 
in our Religious Education Program.

Children’s Liturgy will be on Feb. 25th.

http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP


Page 4 OUR PARISH  JOURNAL

Mass Schedule for the Week of February 19th -25th , 2007 

9:00 a.m. 
unless other-

Feast Intention Offered by

Monday Weekday No Mass Scheduled 

Tuesday Weekday Gwen Kordalski Rakowicz Family

ASH WEDNESDAY

NOON

St. Martin’s
Patricia Oleson Family

7p.m

St. Martin’s
George Hubel Family

Thursday Chair of St. Peter Jean Kobeski
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph 

Strazewski

Friday St. Polycarp Parishioners Pastor

Saturday Lenten Weekday No Mass Scheduled

First Sunday in Lent

Vigil 4:00 p.m.  SM Gertrude Leyendecker Paul & Carole Schlotter

Sunday 8:30 a.m.   SP Parishioners Pastor

Sunday 11:00 a.m.  SM Richard Gralewski Audrie Dembowski

The lovely gospel accounts that we 
revel in during these days of Christmastime 
hold up for us the image of Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph, the Holy Family of Nazareth. And so 
we celebrate the Holy Family on the Sunday 
after Christmas Day. It’s easy to gaze on the 
images in the Christmas crib and recognize 
the holiness of the newborn Jesus, his mother 
and his guardian. It may be harder to look at 
your own children or parents or brothers and 
sisters and see reflections of that same 
holiness in them. After all, living together, you 
see each other’s bad sides as well as the 
good, the warts as well as the dimples.

But if we truly believe in what we 
are celebrating, the incarnation of God in the 
flesh, and the fact that Jesus saved us by his 
death and resurrection into which we are 
baptized, then we must cultivate the ability to 
see a reflection of the baby Jesus’ holiness in 
each child in our own families, to see the 
holiness of Mary and of Joseph reflected in 
ourselves as parents and in our own parents.

Maybe it will help to remember not 
just the gurgling baby Jesus in the crib, but 
also the toddler Jesus at age two — in his own 
version of the “terrible twos.” Or to meditate 
on Mary and Joseph changing diapers and 
picking up the ancient Palestinian version of 
Cheerios from the kitchen floor — and the 

Scriptures for the Week

Monday
Weekday in Ordinary Time

Sirach 1:1-10
Mark 9:14-29

Tuesday
Weekday in Ordinary Time

Sirach 2:1-11
Mark 9:30-37

Wednesday
ASH WEDNESDAY

Joel 2:12-18
2 Corinthians 5:20-6:2
Matthew 6:1-6,16-18

Thursday
Chair of St. Peter

I Peter 5: 1-4
Matthew 16:13-19

Friday Isaiah 58:1-9
Matthew 9:14-15

Saturday Isaiah 58:9-14
Luke 5:27-32

Sunday
FIRST SUNDAY IN 
LENT

Deuteronomy 26:4-10
Romans 10:8-13

Luke 4:1-13

the foundation of His Church, inspires Pe-
ter with a faith worthy to be the founda-
tion of that admirable building. You are 
the Christ, the Son of the living God. [Mt. 
16, 16] By that bold preaching of the faith 
he draws to himself the inviolable promise 
which makes him the foundation of the 
Church.

"It was, then, clearly the design of 
Jesus Christ to put first in one alone, what 
afterwards He meant to put in several; 
but the sequence does not reverse the 
beginning, nor the first lose his place. That 
first word, Whatsoever you shall bind, said 
to one alone, has already ranged under 
his power each one of those to whom shall 
be said, Whatsoever you shall remit; for 
the promises of Jesus Christ, as well as His 
gift, are without repentance; and what is 
once given indefinitely and universally is 
irrevocable. Besides, that power given to 
several carries its restriction in its division, 
while power given to one alone, and over 
all, and without exception, carries with it 
plenitude, and, not having to be divided 
with any other, it has no bounds save 
those which its terms convey." 

Excerpted from The See of St. Peter, Jacques Bossuet.

© Copyright Trinity Communications  2007. 

first, Simon, who is called Peter. [Mt. 10, 1-
2] Here, in a second separation, St. Peter 
is set at the head, and called for that 
reason by the name of Peter, "which Jesus 
Christ," says St. Mark, "had given him," in 
order to prepare, as you will see, the 
work which He was proposing to raise all 
His building on that stone.

"All this is yet but a beginning of the 
mystery of unity. Jesus Christ, in beginning 
it, still spoke to many: Go, preach; I send 
you [see Mt. 28, 19]. Now, when He 
would put the last hand to the mystery 
of unity, He speaks no longer to many: 
He marks out Peter personally, and by 
the new name which He has given him. It 
is One who speaks to one: Jesus Christ the 
Son of God to Simon son of Jonas; Jesus 
Christ, who is the true Stone, strong of 
Himself, to Simon, who is only the stone 
by the strength which Jesus Christ imparts 
to him. It is to him that Christ speaks, and 
in speaking acts on him, and stamps 
upon him His own immovableness. And I, 
He says, say to you, you are Peter; and, 
He adds, upon this rock I will build my 
Church, and, He concludes, the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it. [Mt. 16, 18] 
To prepare him for that honor Jesus 
Christ, who knows that faith in Himself is 

  February 22nd 

Since early times, 
the Roman 
Church has had a 
special com-
memoration of 
the primatial 
authority of St. 
Peter. As witness 
one of the most 
renowned of the 
Apostolic Fa-

thers, the Roman See has always held a 
peculiar place in the affection and obedi-
ence of orthodox believers because of its 
"presiding in love" and service over all the 
Churches of God.

"We shall find in the Gospel that 
Jesus Christ, willing to begin the mystery 
of unity in His Church, among all His dis-
ciples chose twelve; but that, willing to 
consummate the mystery of unity in the 
same Church, among the twelve He 
chose one. He called His disciples, said the 
Gospel; here are all; and among them He 
chose twelve. Here is the first separation, 
and the Apostles chosen. And these are 
the names of the twelve Apostles: the 
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Smudged with Ashes, Smeared with Oil
On a somber Wednesday we will gather to smudge every forehead with 

ashes, admonishing each other to remember that dust returns to dust and that the 
only way through death to life is Christ. The ashes are made by burning palms—
given to us on Passion Sunday a year ago with the invitation to “go forth in peace, 
praising Jesus our Messiah, as did the crowds that welcomed him into Jerusalem.” 
Our baptismal life is a lifelong pilgrimage with Christ toward Jerusalem. Yet like 
our best intentions, last year’s palm branches now have become dried and brittle—
fodder for the fire. So our pilgrimage leads us to Lent. And a hostile climate of sin 
and suffering necessitates drastic measures: We are marked with ashes as a sign of 
our willingness to pray, fast and give alms.

But this gritty smudge that we accept on our foreheads is not a death 
sentence. It is not the mark of Cain. A reminder of our fragile mortality, it is none-
theless shaped in the great sign of salvation: The ashes form a cross, a thumb��-
printed cross that marks the same heads that were smeared with chrism at bap-
tism. Anointed with that royal oil, we are committed to conversion, to continually 
setting out for the new Jerusalem, to leaving behind forever our captivity in Egypt.

This gritty ashen sign reminds us that on the way there is soil and toil, 
sweat and hard work before we come to the oasis in this desert—the Easter bath 
of baptism. At the font, on a damp and chilly night, water will wash away soil and 
oil will soothe away toil to make new Christians royal: heirs of the reign of God. 
The dusty smudges will be gone, and in the light of the paschal candle the oily 
heads of the newly baptized will shine like the moon and the stars, reminding us of 
our destiny. What begins in ashes ends in water and in fire.

 Copyright © 2001 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, 1800 North Hermitage Avenue, Chicago 
IL 60622��1101; 1��800��933��1800; www.ltp.org. Text by David Philippart. Art by Rosie Kelly. All rights reserved. Used with 
permission.

Lent at Home
Lent means spring. This is a season for a new awakening. It means cleaning 

out the dust and grime of a long, dark winter. It means the melting of ice and snow 
and the first, cautious appearance of things sprouting. So it is also in our hearts dur-
ing this season. Our spirit is invited to a thorough spring house��cleaning. We are 
given the rags and dust mops and brooms of that spiritual refreshment in the tools 
called prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. We pray for the good of our souls. We fast for 
the good of our bodies. We give alms for the good of our sisters and brothers. Notice 
that these tools are always “for the good of” something.

Sloppy habits in our prayer life leave us feeling out of kilter with God in our 
deepest selves—disconnected and at odds. Get yourself a different translation of the 
Book of Psalms and wake up your inner ear to a bright, sparkling sound that rattles 
out a dull language of habit and routine. Memorize your favorite psalm in this new 
translation and allow it to take root in your soul. (To order a copy, call 1��800��933��-
1800.)

Fast for the good of your body. That may mean eating with awareness and 
appreciation rather than nibbling and grazing all day long. It may mean eating 
meals as a shared experience with family and/or friends. It may mean changing 
your unhealthy eating habits by changing your diet. It may mean doing without 
some compulsion you harbor or without a food you take for granted, so that your 
body feels a difference and appreciates again, in the days of Easter, that which it 
missed during Lent. And all the cuts of meat you did without, the deserts, the beers, 
the movies, the sweets, the cigarettes—these can be graphically translated into alms 
for those who are hungry and would love a bowl of rice, a thick soup, a needed 
medicine. Fasting wakes up the mind and sharpens our awareness of others and 
more readily fixes our attention beyond what is merely selfish.

Copyright © 2001 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, 1800 North Hermitage Avenue, Chicago IL 60622��-
1101; 1��800��933��1800; www.ltp.org. Text and art by Gertrud Mueller Nelson. All rights reserved. Used with permission.

Liturgical Ministers

February 24-25, 2007
First Sunday in Lent

Please Pray for

Vigil 4  p.m.
St. Martin’s

Servers

Lectors

EMOC

8:30 a.m. St. Paul’s

Servers

Lectors

EMOC

11:00 a.m. St. Martin’s

Servers

Lectors

EMOC

http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP


One day all masks must fall,
all roles too 
must come to an end,
all the parts that we play 
before the world
and before ourselves.

“How shall I make a return to the Lord 

for His goodness to me?”
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Your Offering last Sunday

Loose  

Candles

Offertory SM

Offertory SP

Children’s Offering

Immaculate Conception

Mary Mother of God (New Years)

Dues

Fuel

Diocesan Assessment

Initial Offering

Your offering to the Parish

National Collections

(Donations to these collections are sent to the Diocese)

Retirement Fund for Religious

Campaign for Human Development

Total National Collections

Other Collections

(Your contributions benefit various charities)

Habitat for Humanity

Total Other Collections

Additional Account Deposits
Debt Reduction

Total Debt Reduction

Total Deposits last Sunday

Ash Wednesday

Parish Checkbook this Week

Balance Forward 02/01/07 9355.76

Income

Loose 
Candles

Offertory SM

Offertory SP

Children’s Offering

Christmas

Immaculate Conception

Mary Mother of God

Dues

Utilities

Diocesan Assessment
Initial Offering

Ash Wednesday

National Collection: 
Human Development

National Collection:
Retirement Fund for Religious

Transfer from Building Fund

Transfer from Fundraising

Total Income

Balance Forward

+ Income this week

Total Available Funds

Expenditures

Administration

Rectory

Liturgy

Religious Education

Plant Operation and Maintenance

St. Mary/St. Casimir/All Saints 
School
Total Expenditures

Funds Available

-Total Expenses

Balance (02/08/07)

“Each person should give

what he in his heart has decided to give –

not reluctantly or under compulsion

for God loves a cheerful giver.”
                                                    Second Corinthians 9:7

Financial 
Stewardship

http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP
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The The The 
Parish Parish Parish 

Community Community Community 
of of of 

St. Martin St. Martin St. Martin 
of Tours of Tours of Tours 

and and and 
St. Paul St. Paul St. Paul 

the the the 
ApostleApostleApostle

R. R. 1 Box 396
Jackson, PA

 Phone:
(570) 756-2541

 Fax:
(570) 756-2105

 E-Mail:
parish@martinoftours.com

Pastor
Rev. Kenneth M. Seegar

Parish Pastoral Council

Betsy Supancik, President 
Michael Briechle
Mark Fallon
Diane Frye     
Rachel Gilleran
Charlene Kempa
Chris Lake
Andrew Whitehead

Parish Finance Council

Michael Briechle, President
Richard Lake
Robert Lambert
Matthew Menapace 
Russ Pepe
Rita Reavey
Betsy Supancik,

Religious Ed Program

Chris Lake, DRE
Charlene Kempa
Alfie Lambert
Maureen Maloney
Diane Monteforte
Amber Rockwell
Ruth Zeck

We’re on the Web!
See us at:

www.martinoftours.com

Susquehanna Smal l  Engine Susquehanna Smal l  Engine 

Sa les ,  Serv ice  and Repairs ,  InSales ,  Serv ice  and Repairs ,  In cc

 Home of service and reasonable prices. 

 We have the same price or less as the big home 
improvement stores, but we service what we sell. 
We carry everything from chain saws to garden 

tractors and everything in 

between. 

Husqvarna and Stihl products available.

We repair all small engines

Located on Rt. 171 between Susquehanna and 
Great Bend

570-853-4694

Tom McNamara – owner and parishioner

Corinna Kinney—Licensed Manicurist
at the Hair Zoo in Clifford

222-3400 or 289-4169
Manicures - Pedicures -  Pink & Whites - Acrylics - Gels  

Repairs & Wraps - Nail Art & Piercing - Natural Nail Care 
Hand/Arm Massage - Foot/Leg Massage - Airbrushing -

Parrafin Dips

HOMEBOUND CARE AVAILABLE

Gift Certificates, Birthday Parties, Gift Packages
Wedding/Bridal Services, Manicure/Pedicure Parties

Your Ad can appear Here!
Contact 

Jo Anne Hadnagy 570-727-3441 

or 

Matt Menapace 756-2935

to reserve your space today!

Hadnagy’s Mountain Hideaway
Frank and JoAnn Hadnagy

Proprietors

P. O. Box 9  -Stack Rd.

Thompson, PA 18465

Phone: 5707273441,            Fax: 5707272193

Lisa Winners Beauty Salon

Susquehanna (570) 853-2727

New Milford (570) 465-5353

Full Hair Care and Nail Salons

Carpet-Vinyl-Tile

The Carpet Catalog
Box 173, Jackson Ave.

Thompson, PA 18465

Sales and Installation

(570 727-3350 

Hours: M-F 10a.m.—5 p.m., Sat. 9a.m.—1 p.m. 

Please 
Patronize

Our 
Sponsors 
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What would happen in your life if God’s love resided within you? What if you were to 
“bear the image of the heavenly one,” as St. Paul says (Second Reading)—what would you 
be like?

Would you love God above all things and love your neighbor as yourself? Would you 
begin to let go of self-interest, anger, self-righteousness, fear, and so on? Maybe you would 
let God’s love reach through you to other people. 
It's hard to predict, isn’t it? Also hard to think about, given the realities of today’s world. 
But there is a story in the First Reading that might show how it can happen humanly.

The story: “Three thousand picked men” are pursuing David, the popular, gifted young 
man and future king. It is a long story, but in abbreviated form, King Saul developed a great 
jealousy toward David. All the women greatly admired David, saying, "Saul has killed his 
one thousand in battle, and David has killed his ten thousand" (I Sam. 18:7-11). At this Saul 
began trying openly to kill David, who. escaped to the desert with the army now pursuing 
him.

One night David managed somehow to sneak into Saul’s camp. He made his way 
through the whole slumbering army right to where Saul himself was sleeping. David’s 
friend Abishai said, “Let me nail him to the ground with one thrust of the spear; I will not 
need a second thrust!” 

But David refused, and they left the encampment. Later, from a far hill, David shouted 
to Saul in the camp, “The Lord will reward each man for his justice and faithfulness. Today, 
though the Lord delivered you into my grasp, I would not harm the Lord’s anointed.”

He spared his enemy for the sake of God. What would have happened in your life if 
you had been in David’s position?

Actually, we have a good source to answer such a question. In the Gospel Jesus tells us 
what God’s presence in us looks like. But beware, Jesus is much more colorful and dra-
matic than even David. In fact, he is a bit frightening. He says,

Love your enemies. 
Do good to those who hate you.

Bless those who curse you. 
Pray for those who mistreat you.

To the person who strikes you on one cheek,
offer the other one as well.

From the person who takes your cloak,
do not withhold even your tunic.

Give to everyone who asks of you,

and from the one who takes what is yours 
do not demand it back.

What would your life say to such demands? Would it say, “For sure I’m not going to 
turn my other cheek when I am slapped, I’m going to show this guy what a real slap feels 
like”? Or something similar.

But Jesus tells is why he is being so stringent. He says,
[God] himself is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked.

Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful (Gospel).
This is a very big step. God loves not only people who are poor and weeping (as in the 

beatitudes), but those who are rude and ungrateful, those who are actually wicked. He tells 
us to be the same way! Can any of us manage such love? 

Yes, with grace. And with time. And with humility.
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Chair of St. Peter
Since early times, the Roman Church has had a special commemoration of the primatial authority of St. Peter. As witness one of the most renowned of the Apostolic Fathers, the Roman See has always held a peculiar place 
in the affection and obedience of orthodox believers because of its "presiding in love" and service over all the Churches of God.

"We shall find in the Gospel that Jesus Christ, willing to begin the mystery of unity in His Church, among all His disciples chose twelve; but that, willing to consummate the mystery of unity in the same Church, among the 
twelve He chose one. He called His disciples, said the Gospel; here are all; and among them He chose twelve. Here is the first separation, and the Apostles chosen. And these are the names of the twelve Apostles: the first, 
Simon, who is called Peter. [Mt. 10, 1-2] Here, in a second separation, St. Peter is set at the head, and called for that reason by the name of Peter, "which Jesus Christ," says St. Mark, "had given him," in order to prepare, 
as you will see, the work which He was proposing to raise all His building on that stone.

"All this is yet but a beginning of the mystery of unity. Jesus Christ, in beginning it, still spoke to many: Go, preach; I send you [see Mt. 28, 19]. Now, when He would put the last hand to the mystery of unity, He speaks no 
longer to many: He marks out Peter personally, and by the new name which He has given him. It is One who speaks to one: Jesus Christ the Son of God to Simon son of Jonas; Jesus Christ, who is the true Stone, strong of 
Himself, to Simon, who is only the stone by the strength which Jesus Christ imparts to him. It is to him that Christ speaks, and in speaking acts on him, and stamps upon him His own immovableness. And I, He says, say to 
you, you are Peter; and, He adds, upon this rock I will build my Church, and, He concludes, the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. [Mt. 16, 18] To prepare him for that honor Jesus Christ, who knows that faith in 
Himself is the foundation of His Church, inspires Peter with a faith worthy to be the foundation of that admirable building. You are the Christ, the Son of the living God. [Mt. 16, 16] By that bold preaching of the faith he 
draws to himself the inviolable promise which makes him the foundation of the Church.

"It was, then, clearly the design of Jesus Christ to put first in one alone, what afterwards He meant to put in several; but the sequence does not reverse the beginning, nor the first lose his place. That first word, Whatsoever 
you shall bind, said to one alone, has already ranged under his power each one of those to whom shall be said, Whatsoever you shall remit; for the promises of Jesus Christ, as well as His gift, are without repentance; and 
what is once given indefinitely and universally is irrevocable. Besides, that power given to several carries its restriction in its division, while power given to one alone, and over all, and without exception, carries with it 
plenitude, and, not having to be divided with any other, it has no bounds save those which its terms convey." 

Excerpted from The See of St. Peter, Jacques Bossuet.
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The "Message of Lourdes" is the words and actions that 
were exchanged between the Virgin ary and Bernadette at 
the Grotto of Massabielle during the 18 Apparitions from 11th. 
February 1858 to 16th. July 1858. To understand the events 
which took place and the "Message of Lourdes" it is necessary 
to know the context of the Apparitions that Bernadette ex-
perienced. 

Lourdes in the 19th. Century was one of the main places 
in the district with more than 4,000 inhabitants including 
nobles, notaries, advocates, doctors, officers as well as man-
ual workers, tradesmen, slate workers, small artisans such as 
millers. Mills were plentiful; many were dotted around out-
side the town, along one of the streams that flowed into the 
Gave - the Lapacca. Bernadette Soubirous was born in one 
of these, the Boly Mill, on 7th. January 1844. The bankrupt 
family were living in the Cachot—a dungeon deemed unfit 
even for prisoners.

On 11th. February 1858 Bernadette, her sister Toinette 
and a friend of theirs, Jeanne, went looking for wood on the 
meadows and led towards "the place where the canal rejoins 
the River Gave". They were in front of the Grotto of Mass-
abielle. Toinette and Jeanne crossed the icy water, crying out 
with the cold; Bernadette hesitated to do this because of her 
chronic asthma. She heard "a noise like a gust of wind", but 
"none of the trees were moving". "Raising her head, she saw, 
in a hollow of the rock a small young lady, who looked at 
her and who smiled at her. This was the first Apparition of 
the Virgin Mary

At the time of Bernadette, the Grotto was a dirty, hid-
den, damp and cold place. The Grotto was called the "pigs' 
shelter" because that was where the pigs feeding in the area 
usually took shelter. It was there that the Virgin Mary, 
dressed in white, a sign of total purity, the sign of the Love of 
God, in other words, the sign of what God wishes to accom-
plish in each of us, deigned to appear. There is a contrast 
between this damp and obscure Grotto and the presence of 
the Virgin Mary, "the Immaculate Conception". It reminds us 
of the Gospel: the meeting of the wealth of the goodness of 
God and the poverty of the human person. "Jesus goes to sit 
at the table of sinners", "because he came to search out that 
which was lost".

At Lourdes, the fact that Mary had appeared in a dirty 
and obscure Grotto, in the place called Massabielle, the Old 
Rock, tells us that God comes to join us where we are, in the 
midst of our poverty and failures.
The Grotto is not only a place where something happened -
a geographical place - it is also a place where God gives us a 
sign by revealing his heart and our heart. It is a place where 
God leaves us a message, a message that is nothing other 
than that of the Gospel. God comes to tell us that he loves us, 
- this is the heart of the Message of Lourdes, and he loves us 
as we are with all our successes but also with all our wounds, 
our weaknesses and our limitations

During the third Apparition on 18th. February, The Vir-
gin Mary spoke for the first time. Bernadette held out a sheet 
of paper and a pencil so that she might write down her 
name, but the Lady replied: "what I have to say to you does 
not have to be written down". This was an extraordinary 
statement. It meant that the Virgin Mary wanted to enter 
into a relationship which is of the order of love, at the level of 
the heart. The heart, in the Bible, signifies the very centre of 
the person, that which is the depth of the person. Bernadette 
was right away invited to open the depths of her heart to 
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