PAUL THE APOSTLE

PARISH COMMUNITY OF ST. MARTIN OF TOURS AND ST.

QOur Parish Journal

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
11 February 2007

Quiet Receivers

“The glass is either half empty or broken,” said a discouraged detective in one
of Jonathan Kellermann’s mystery novels.

Jesus appears to be on the detective’s side this Sunday. The beatitudes he
proclaims seem for all the world like broken glasses. Blessed are those who are
poor, hungry, weeping, hated, excluded, insulted, and denounced.

Clearly some consideration of the beatitudes is in order.

For the most part, beatitudes were an ancient formula for encouraging people
to do good. For instance, in our Responsorial Psalm, the first psalm in the bible, we
read, “Blessed is the one who does not take the wicked for his guide, nor walks the
road that sinners tread.”

Psalm 41 says, “Blessed are those who consider the poor. The Lord will deliver

them in time of trouble.” Jeremiah 17 has “Blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord .

., he is like a tree planted [next to] water that sends out its roots by the stream,
and does not fear when heat comes, for its leaves remain green.”

Beautiful and numerous are the beatitudes in the Old Testament. People were
not surprised that Jesus used them in his sermon on the plain.

But he seems to have reversed them. God will favor you if you are suffering?
What? | am supposed to be blessed if | am good, or wise, or sinless. What do you
mean, blessed am | when | am penniless or in pain?

There have been many opinions on this reversal through history, but your au-
thor has his own guess, and here it is. A person has to be open and empty in order
to let God and others come in. In order to love and be loved we need to have
space at the center of who we are.

This is an abstract answer, so allow me to illustrate.

Consider a rich person who “has everything.” Isn’t she tempted to let her pos-
sessions define who she is? “Attack my property and you attack me,” she might
say. Possessions become an “instead of”; instead of love | choose something more
stable (so it looks): cars or boats or corporations or just plain power. Instead of eat-
ing just what we need, each North American who goes to a restaurant eats
enough for five people! Would you like another order of French fries, the waiter
asks after we have already finished a steak the size of a plate and a triple order of
fries (so it seems).

The principle running through all the beatitudes is this: you are blessed if you
don’t cram yourself full. Full of food, drink, pride, drugs, fame, sex, visits to the
beach, stunning hair-do’s, flattest abs, shiny teeth, fast cars, every kind of wealth,
and of course reputation, reputation, reputation. Instead, blessed are you if you
stay empty, if you become a spacious home for God, for other human beings, for
the long-suffering earth.

We are built to be quiet receivers, people who know they are empty and yet
are patient. There is only one reality, one being who can give us the bread of life,
who can satisfy our deep capacity for love. Don’'t you want to welcome that be-
ing into your soul instead of flying around at fastest pace having fun, fun, fun?

Blessed are you if you let go into his arms.

Fr. John Foley, S. J. of the Center for Liturgy Copyright

© 2007, The Center for Liturgy at Saint Louis University. All rights reserved.
Permission is hereby granted to reproduce for personal or parish use
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Gearing up
for Lent

Turn to

God
directly,
openly,

in your

own
language.

Three Steps to Genuine Change

Getting free from the prison we’ve erected around ourselves

Method 2:

1. Picture yourself in a moment of fail-
ure due to your inability (or lack of
desire) to overcome whatever
negative trait(s) are the source of
your difficulties. Now picture your-
self responding to the same situa-
tion in an entirely different way. It
is important to actually visualize
these two scenes so that the emo-
tional self, which is moved by im-
agery, will be as involved as the
intellectual self.

2. Ask a critical question: Since the
gap between how | would like to
respond and how | actually respond
is so great, what can | do con-
cretely today to narrow the gap?
For example, if | tend to fly off the
handle when my plans are ruined
by other people's choices, today |
can decide that no matter how up-
set | am, | won't raise my voice.
Although | have not yet come close
to saying only the correct response,
or judging people favorably, this is,
however a good first step.

3. Be careful to see that the steps are
small enough to be comfortably at-
tainable, and big enough to actually
generate change.

4. Once you are at home with the first
step, be sure to take a second step.

5. Go beyond where you would like to
be. For instance, if your problem is
anger, aim at serenity, not merely
at "not losing my temper."

There are two advantages to this
method. One is that it works, with rare
regressions. Secondly, you are working
from the "outside in," which allows you
to be less defensive than if you had to
confront your devils directly. The
"disadvantage" is that, as you can see,
this requires a long-term commitment.

Method 3: F@E

Turn to God I:

i ' WITH 1
The third Al yaq sznr"

method is radi- :
-}

cally different
than the other
two. It is the
method recom-
mended most
by the Spiritual
masters.

Don't focus
on yourself.
Don't chart
your behavior. Turn to God directly,
openly, passionately, in your own lan-
guage. Ask Him to free you from the
prison you have erected around your-
self. Tell Him where you have been,
what you have done, and how you now
know that you have done great harm to
yourself and to others. Tell Him about
the times you have tried to change and
failed, and how you now acknowledge
that He loves you and has given you
life, and that only He can help you.

) ToEL 21251y |

Make this a daily practice in which
you include Him in every aspect of your
journey.

The approaching days of Lent are a
time of God’s mercy and forgiveness. It
is a time when we have more capacity
to draw close to the Almighty than any
other time of the year. It is a time

when we can return. As the Easter Sea-
son approaches, let us use the time to
also approach other people with com-
passion, and see them in the way that
we ourselves would want to be seen by
God. Let us ask forgiveness from those
whom we have wronged, and by doing
this, fill our world with compassion and
grace.

Article written by Rebbetzim Tzipporah Heller
copyright © 1995 - 2007 Aish HaTorah



http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP

SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME Page 3
[
Current Events Happenings
Looking ahead! g . STEEL \onda
- ¥ s y
Lent begins on Wednesday, February _ | MAGNOLIAS No Morning Mass
21st. February 16, 17 Parish Office Closed
In preparation for Ash Wednesday, we @7 p.m. Tuesday
will be collecting last year’s palms so t February 18 @ 2 9:F:)0 a.m. é/lhass ISM
they may be burned to provide the ash p-m. in our par- ectory Chape
needed for Ash Wednesday. ish hall
. . . Wednesday
Please bring your old palm to church afige! Magnolias is set in a small-town beauty parlor 9am. Mass
d it in the basket provided for that in Louisiana and follows the lives of several women Rectory Chapel
€posit In the basket providead 1o al \who often meet there. Both a comedy and a tear-
purpose. jtiLkCehri,ntherltz,1 are eccentric characters galore in this Thursday
Next weekend, we will be given an oppor- 9 pay: 9 am. Mass
Rectory Chapel

tunity to contemplate our sinfulness andhe play explores the lives of ordinary women going
resolve to overcome this during the through situations that the average person could

. . relgte to. The characters are realistic and witty, and
Lenten Season. These sins will be burngghe piay progresses, their camaraderie and the

with the ashes as a reminder for our negghmunity of the beauty salon becomes increasingly
apparent. The strength of the characters ties them
of repentance together through the best and worst of times.

' ~ Call Dolores Goodger 756-3305 for ad-
On Ash Wednesday, Mass with the impganced tickets. Seating is limited!
sition of Ashes will be offered at noon

and 7 p.m. in St. Martin’s Church. Parish Census Forms

We are conducting a parish census. Updat-
ing the census will help us to work in a more effi-

Religious Education Classes have re- . _
cient and cost-effective manner.

sumed.
Classes are held at 9 a.m. each Sunday. form tofill out enclosed with their 2006 Contribution
Statement.

All Children in grades k—8 are to participate
in our Religious Education Program.

Every registered family received a census

Please take a few moments to fill out the
form and return it in the collection basket at Mass
or through the mail.

Your prompt response will be greatly ap-

Children’s Liturgy will be on Feb. 18th.

preciated.

Thank you for your cooperation in this

Occasions for Spiritual Renewal important endeavor.

If you have not received a census form, contact
the Parish Office immediately and one will be
sent out to you.

IT'S TIME TO MAKE THE PIEROGIS

The flour, potatoes and cheese have beg
ordered.

Potato Sessions will take place on Friday
February 23rd and Friday, March 2nd.

Day of Prayer
Ash Wednesday—February 21st
St. Ann’s Basilica, Scranton

Journey with Mary, Mother of Sorrows
9a.m.—3 p.m.

Quiet time, Conference, confessions, Mass, Lunch
kkdkkkkdkkkkhkdkkkkhkrhkhkx

Reflection Series on the Seven Sorrow of

Mary

Feb. 15, March 1, 8, 22, 29

Saturday, February 24th and Saturday M
3rd.

9 a.m.—11:30 a.m.

St. Ann’s Basilica Scranton

All orders may be placed with Dolores
Goodger (756-3305)

For More information, contact Sr. Gertrude Grimes
at 383-2763

Free will offerings accepted

Spaghetti Supper Saturday, February 10th

Great Bend Knights of Columbus, Kilrow St. From 4-7 p.m. Cost is $6.00 per person,
$18.00 per family. Take-outs and deliveries available. Call 879-4875 for more info.

Pierogi Pinching Sessions will be held on

Study Group—10 a.m. Parish Hall

Friday

9 a.m. Mass
Rectory Chapel

Saturday
No Morning Mass

3 p.m. Confessions
Church of St. Martin
Jackson

4 p.m. Vigil Mass
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sunday
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary
Time
8 a.m. Confessions
Church of St. Paul
Starucca

8:30 a.m. Sunday Mass
Church of St. Paul
Starucca

Religious Education
9:00 a.m.—10:45 a.m.

bn Parish Hall
11:00 a.m. Sunday Mass
Church of St. Martin

Palm Burning at all Masses next
weekend.

arch
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Mass Schedule for the Week of February 12th— 18th, 2007 Scriptures for the Week
9:00 a.m. unless .
otherwise Feast Intention Offered by Monday Genesis 4:1-25
Weekday in Ordinary Time Mark 8:11-12
Monday Weekday No Mass Scheduled
Tuesday Genesis 6:5—7:5
Tuesday Weekday Louis Mazzocchi Marlene & Family Weekday in Ordinary Time Mark 8:14-21
Sts. Cyril & .
Wednesday Methgdlius Patricia Oleson Family Wednesday Genesis 8:6-22
Sts. Cyril & Methodius ~Mark 8:22-25
Thursday Weekday Jean Kobeski Todzia Rakowicz
Thursday Genesis 9:1-13
i i i Mark 8:27-33
Friday Weekday Jack Hoban Joseph & Zosia Strazewski Weekday in Ordinary Time
Seven Servite . ; .
Saturday 5 ' No Mass Scheduled Friday Genesis 11:1-9
Founders Weekday in Ordinary Time ~ Mark 8:27-33
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time Saturday Hebrews 11:1-7
Seven Founders of the Servite: Mark 9:2-13
Vigil 4:00 p.m. SM Barry J. Figured Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Figured
Sunday | Samuel 26:2-23
Sunday 8:30am. SP Parishioners Pastor Seventh Sunday in :_Clz)f'gfg';lgz 15:45-49
Ordinary Time uke bref-
Sunday 11:00 a.m. SM Eddie Malinski Helen Petroski

St. Bernadette Soubirous and the Message of Our Lady at Lourdes

The "Message of Lourdes" is the words and actions that were exchanged between the Virgin Mary and Bernadette at the
Grotto of Massabielle during the 18 Apparitions from 11th. February 1858 to 16th. July 1858. To understand the events which
took place and the "Message of Lourdes" it is necessary to know the context _ of the Apparitions that Bernadette experienced.

Lourdes in the 19th. Century was one of the main places in the district with more than 4,000 inhabitants including nobles,
notaries, advocates, doctors, officers as well as manual workers, tradesmen, slate workers, small artisans such as millers. Mills
were plentiful; many were dotted around outside the town, along one of the streams that flowed into the Gave - the Lapacca.
Bernadette Soubirous was born in one of these, the Boly Mill_, on 7th. January 1844. The bankrupt family were living in the Ca-
chot—a dungeon deemed unfit even for prisoners.

On 11th. February 1858 Bernadette, her sister Toinette and a friend of theirs, Jeanne, went looking for wood on the mead-
ows and led towards "the place where the canal rejoins the River Gave". They were in front of the Grotto of Massabielle
ette and Jeanne crossed the icy water, crying out with the cold; Bernadette hesitated to do this because of her chronic asthma.

She heard "a noise like a gust of wind", but "none of the trees were moving". "Raising her head, she saw, in a hollow of the rock
a small young lady, who looked at her and who smiled at her. This was the first Apparition _ of the Virgin Mary

At the time of Bernadette, the Grotto was a dirty, hidden, damp and cold place. The Grotto was called the "pigs' shelter"
because that was where the pigs feeding in the area usually took shelter. It was there that the Virgin Mary, dressed in white, a
sign of total purity, the sign of the Love of God, in other words, the sign of what God wishes to accomplish in each of us,
deigned to appear. There is a contrast between this damp and obscure Grotto and the presence of the Virgin Mary, "the Im-
maculate Conception”. It reminds us of the Gospel: the meeting of the wealth of the goodness of God
and the poverty of the human person. "Jesus goes to sit at the table of sinners”, "because he came to
search out that which was lost".

At Lourdes, the fact that Mary had appeared in a dirty and obscure Grotto, in the place called Mass-

abielle, the Old Rock, tells us that God comes to join us where we are, in the midst of our poverty and

failures.

The Grotto is not only a place where something happened - a geographical place - it is also a place

where God gives us a sign by revealing his heart and our heart. It is a place where God leaves us a

| message, a message that is nothing other than that of the Gospel. God comes to tell us that he loves

us, - this is the heart of the Message of Lourdes, and he loves us as we are with all our successes but

also with all our wounds, our weaknesses and our limitations

~ | During the third Apparition _ on 18th. February, The Virgin Mary spoke for the first time. Bernadette
~ held out a sheet of paper and a pencil so that she might write down her name, but the Lady replied:

. "what | have to say to you does not have to be written down". This was an extraordinary statement. It

meant that the Virgin Mary wanted to enter into a relationship which is of the order of love, at the level

~ = | of the heart. The heart, in the Bible, signifies the very centre of the person, that which is the depth of

| the person. Bernadette was right away invited to open the depths of her heart to this Message of Love.

§ At the second statement of the Virgin Mary: "Would you do me the kindness of coming here for 15

. Toin-
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days?" Bernadette was overwhelmed. It was the first time
that anyone had addressed her in a formal way. Bernadette
describes these words by saying that the Virgin looked at her
'as one person looks at another person'. Human beings, cre-
ated in the image and likeness of God, are persons. Berna-
dette felt that she was also respected and loved, she also had
the experience of being a person. We are all worthy of our
dignity in the eyes of God. Because each of us is loved by
God.

The third statement of the Virgin was: "l do not promise
to make you happy in this world but in the other." We know a
world of violence, lies, sensuality, profit, and war. But we
know also a world of charity, solidarity, and justice. These two
worlds exist on our earth. When Jesus, in the Gospel, invites
us to discover the Kingdom of Heaven, he invites us to dis-
cover in our world, as it is, "another world". Wherever love
exists, God is present.

To experience God is nothing other than to experience
love in this world. To whoever knows how to discover this,
Jesus makes the following promise: "You are not far from the
Kingdom of God. That is: "you have known how to discover
here below this Kingdom and you have lived out your life in
this Love." This is the promise of the Virgin Mary to Berna-
dette. "l promise that you will discover here below another
world". And, in spite of her poverty, her illness and her lack of
education, Bernadette is always deeply happy. That is the
Kingdom of God, the world of real Love.

During the seven first Apparitions of the Virgin Mary, Ber-
nadette has a face radiant with joy, happiness and light. Be-
tween the eighth and twelfth Apparitions all changed: the face
of Bernadette became hard, sad and sorrowful, and moreover,
Bernadette does incomprehensible things.

She moves on her knees to the back of the Grotto. She kisses
the dirty disgusting ground of the Grotto. She eats some bit-
ter grass. She scrapes the ground three times trying to drink
the muddy water, at the back of the Grotto, she tries sucking
in a little and then throwing it away, she takes mud in her
hands and she smears her face.

Then the young girl turns to the crowd with her hands apart.
They all say: "She's mad!" During four Apparitions, she car-
ried out the same actions. What is happening? Nobody under-
stands! We are at the heart of the "Message of Lourdes".

These actions are biblical actions. Because "the Lady"
asked her, Bernadette acts out the Incarnation, the Passion
and the death of Christ.

Moving on her knees at the back of the Grotto: this action
recalls the Incarnation, God lowers himself to become human.
Bernadette kisses the ground showing us that this act of hu-
mility is an action of the love God has for his people.

Eating bitter grass at the back of the Grotto: when the Jews in
the Old Testament wanted to show that God had taken on
himself all the bitterness and all the sins of the world, they
killed a lamb, cleaned it out and filled it with bitter herbs and
then made the following prayer over the lamb "This is the
Lamb of God who takes away, who takes on himself, all the
bitterness and all the sins of the world."

Smearing her face with mud: when the prophet Isaiah wanted
to speak to us about the Messiah he called him "the suffering
servant". "Because he carried on himself all our sins his face
no longer appeared human. "He was" Isaiah specifies, "like a
lamb led to the slaughter, and on his way the crowd mocked
him". At the Grotto, mud disfigures Bernadette and the crowd
cries out "she has gone mad".

The actions that Bernadette carried out were the actions
of freeing something. The Grotto was choked with grass and
mud. But why does she free this Grotto? Because it hides an
immense treasure, which must be brought out into the open.
Thus, at the ninth Apparition, "the Lady" asked Bernadette to

scrape the ground, at the
back of this "pigs’ shelter",
saying to her: "Go to the
spring, drink of it and wash
yourself there". There is
only a little muddy water to
begin with, enough for Ber-
nadette to drink. At first
this water is muddy and
dirty then, little by little, it
becomes clear.
By these actions, the mys-
tery of the heart of Jesus is
revealed for us: "A soldier
pierced his heart with his
lance and there immedi-
ately flowed out blood and
water." It is, as well, the
depths of the mystery of
the heart of the human
person, created in the im-
age and likeness of God:
"The water that | shall give !
you will become, in you, a " e yf"
spring welling up to eternal o A
life". The grass and the mud signify the human heart,
wounded by sin. But in the bottom of this heart, there is the
life of God, as signified by the spring.
Bernadette was asked: 'Did the Lady say something

to you?' She replied: 'Yes, now and again she would say:
"Penance, penance, penance, pray for sinners". By penance
we understand conversion. Conversion in the Church, as we
learn from Christ, involves turning our heart towards God and
towards others. "Pray for sinners". Praying brings us to the
Spirit of God. Thus we understand that sin does not make us
happy. We must understand that sin is something that is con-
trary to the love of God that is revealed to us through the
Gospel.

During the thirteenth Apparition Our Lady said to Berna-
dette: "Go, tell the priests to come here in procession and
build a chapel here." "Come here in procession" means always
moving, in this life, towards others. "Build a chapel here." In
Lourdes, chapels were built to receive the crowds that came
here. But these chapels are only the signs of the communion
based on the love to which we are called. The chapel is the
"Church" that we want to build where we are, in our family, at
our place of work, in our parish, in our diocese. All Christians
spend their lives building the Church, living in communion
with others.

On 25th. March 1858, the day of the sixteenth Appari-
tion , Bernadette went to the Grotto, and on the instigation of
the Parish Priest , Abbé, Peyramale, asked the Lady for her
name. Three times Bernadette asked the question. On the
fourth request, the Lady responds in dialect "Que soy era Im-
maculada Conception". ("l am the Immaculate Conception").
Bernadette does not understand immediately the meaning of
these words. The Immaculate Conception is, as the Church
teaches, "Mary, conceived without sin, thanks to the merits of
the Cross of Christ". (The definition of the Dogma of the Im-
maculate Conception 1854) She goes to the Parish Priest to
tell him the Lady's name. He understands that it is the Mother
of God who has appeared at the Grotto of Massabielle. Later
the Bishop of Tarbes, Monseigneur Laurence, confirms this.

The Immaculate Conception is, as the Church teaches,
"Mary, conceived without sin, thanks to the merits of the
Cross of Christ". Thus the Immaculate Conception is also the
sign of what all people, recreated by God are called to be.

© 2007 Sanctuary of our Lady of Lourdes. All rights reserved.
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q _ “Each person should give
. . what he in his heart has decided to give —
- ; Financial

not reluctantly or under compulsion

for God loves a cheerful giver.”
Second Corinthians 9:7

; Stewardship

L
: Parish Checkbook this Week
Your Offering last Sunday Balance Forward 02/01/07 [7.649.71
Loose 517.00 Income
Candles 0- Loose 517.00
Candles
Offertory SM 1,259.00 Offertory SM 1259.00
Offertory SP 190.00 Offertory SP 190.00
Children’s Offering 8.00 Children’s Offering 8.00
Immaculate Conception 5.00 Christmas
Immaculate Conception 5.00
Mary Mother of God (New Years) 5.00 Mary Mother of God 5.00
Dues 178.00 Dues 178.00
Fuel 55.00 Utilities 55.00
_ Diocesan Assessment 6.00
Diocesan Assessment 6.00 Initial Offering 5.00
Initial Offering 5.00 Ash Wednesday 7'00
Ash Wednesday 7.00 National Collection: 12.00
Your offering to the Parish 2,235.00 HurT1an Development
National Collection:
National Collections Retirement Fund for Religious
(Donations to these collections are sent to the Diocesg) Transfer from Building Fund 3.320.00
Retirement Fund for Religious Transfer from Fundraising
Campaign for Human Development | 12.00 Total Income 5,567.00
Total National Collections 12.00 Balance Forward 7,649.71
+ Income this week 5,567.00
Other Collections Total Available Funds 13,216.71
(Your contributions benefit various charities) -
_ ' Expenditures
Habitat for Humanity Administration 1973.00
Total Other Collections Rectory 134.25
Additional Account Deposits Liturgy 110.75
Debt Reduction 44.00 Religious Education 50.97
Total Debt Reduction 242,00 Plant Operation and Maintenance 024.48
St. Mary/St. Casimir/All Saints 667.50
Total Deposits last Sunday 2,291.00 School )
Total Expenditures 3,860.95
A . i i Funds Available 13.216.71
We need to perceive that the music can be a tool or vehicle to achieve .
not only musical literacy but also a host of other important objectives -Total Expenses -3,860.95
necessary to living in today’s world: aesthetic perception and taste, Balance (02/08/07) 9.355.76

and an awareness of, concern for and tolerance of
whatever his position in life.

one’s fellow man—

We need to reach into all segments of our society and at all age levels
with the message and with demonstrated proof that music can heal

many wounds, bring rest to the weary and comfort

to the troubled,

inspire the latently talented, and draw out the creativity inherent in

every person.

Denise Bacon

“How shall | make a return to the Ld

for His goodness to me?”
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Some other words of Jesus to
the crowd are hidden below.

e

Cross out the word that fits the definition in each line.
The word that remains fits in the blank below.
R|A]|I 1. precipitation
c|omMm 2. a superior grade
Cl|L|O 3. a mass of vapor in the sky
HIU|N 4. to depart from a place
s|Elw 5. fasten with needle and thread
mlolu 6. work done for pay
alL]aA 7
(5
T

“Woe to you who are 1)

, for you have

already received your 2)

Woe to you who are well 3) now,
for you will go 4)
Woe to you who 5) now, for

you will 6) and 7)

© 2008 CRI - PO Box 38280 Canion, OH 44726 - 300 992-2144 « www.ChidrensBulletins.com

What is the key to our faith?

Add a letter to spell some things that only living people can do.

Liturgical Ministers

February 17-18, 2007
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Vigil 4 p.m.

St. Martin’s
Servers R.J & Olivia Klein
Lectors Bob Klein
EMOC Matt Menapace

8:30 a.m. St. Paul's

Servers
Lectors David Lee
EMOC Marilyn Czachor

11:00 a.m. St. Martin’'s

Servers Nicholas Marco
Amanda Marco

Lectors Barry Corrigan

EMOC Miriam Pepe

Alfie Lambert
Katherine Kempa

They will always bring forth fruit.

Count the fruit on each tree.
Trace the correcl number.

“
{%%%é% ___EAD
AN
=2 o
MELL
R__N
B EATHE
D__INK
o
¢ s E
2t
20
__RY —
2 )
ALK
STEN
) M VE
THI K

Tvor Sgoor . 1? S

Toor | ter Ui ?

Tor foor 7
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Parish
Community
of
St. Martin

of Tours
and

St. Paul
the

Apostle

R. R. 1 Box 396
Jackson, PA

Phone:
(570) 756-2541

Fax:
(570) 756-2105

E-Mail:
parish@martinoftours.com

Pastor
Rev. Kenneth M. Seegar

Parish Pastoral Council

Betsy Supancik, President
Michael Briechle

Mark Fallon

Diane Frye

Rachel Gilleran

Charlene Kempa

Chris Lake

Andrew Whitehead

Parish Finance Council

Michael Briechle, President
Richard Lake

Robert Lambert

Matthew Menapace

Russ Pepe

Rita Reavey

Betsy Supancik,

Religious Ed Program

Chris Lake, DRE
Charlene Kempa
Alfie Lambert
Maureen Maloney
Diane Monteforte
Amber Rockwell
Ruth Zeck

We're on the Web!

See us at:

www.martinoftours.com

Susquehanna Small Engine
Sales, Service and Repairs, bn

Home of service and reasonable prices.

We have the same price or less as the big Ho

Corinna Kinney—Licensed Manicurist
at the Hair Zoo in Clifford

222-3400 or 289-4169

Manicures - Pedicures - Pink & Whites - Acrylics - G
Repairs & Wraps - Nail Art & Piercing - Natural Nail ¢
Hand/Arm Massage - Foot/Leg Massage - Airbrushir
me Parrafin Dips

improvement stores, but we service what we|sell.
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“The glass is either half empty or broken,” said a discouraged detective in one of
Jonathan Kellermann’s mystery novels.

Jesus appears to be on the detective’s side this Sunday. The beatitudes he proclaims
seem for all the world like broken glasses. Blessed are those who are poor, hungry, weep-
ing, hated, excluded, insulted, and denounced.

Clearly some consideration of the beatitudes is in order.

For the most part, beatitudes were an ancient formula for encouraging people to do
good. For instance, in our Responsorial Psalm, the first psalm in the bible, we read,
“Blessed is the one who does not take the wicked for his guide, nor walks the road that
sinners tread.”

Psalm 41 says, “Blessed are those who consider the poor. The Lord will deliver them in
time of trouble.” Jeremiah 17 has “Blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord . . , he is
like a tree planted [next to] water that sends out its roots by the stream, and does not
fear when heat comes, for its leaves remain green.”

Beautiful and numerous are the beatitudes in the Old Testament. People were not sur-
prised that Jesus used them in his sermon on the plain.

But he seems to have reversed them. God will favor you if you are suffering? What? |
am supposed to be blessed if | am good, or wise, or sinless. What do you mean, blessed
am | when | am penniless or in pain?

There have been many opinions on this reversal through history, but your author has
his own guess, and here it is. A person has to be open and empty in order to let God and
others come in. In order to love and be loved we need to have space at the center of who
we are.

This is an abstract answer, so allow me to illustrate.

Consider a rich person who “has everything.” Isn’t she tempted to let her possessions
define who she is? “Attack my property and you attack me,” she might say. Possessions
become an “instead of”: instead of love | choose something more stable (so it looks): cars
or boats or corporations or just plain power. Instead of eating just what we need, each
North American who goes to a restaurant eats enough for five people! Would you like an-
other order of French fries, the waiter asks after we have already finished a steak the
size of a plate and a triple order of fries (so it seems).

The principle running through all the beatitudes is this: you are blessed if you don’t
cram yourself full. Full of food, drink, pride, drugs, fame, sex, visits to the beach, stun-
ning hair-do’s, flattest abs, shiny teeth, fast cars, every kind of wealth, and of course
reputation, reputation, reputation. Instead, blessed are you if you stay empty, if you be-
come a spacious home for God, for other human beings, for the long-suffering earth.

We are built to be quiet receivers, people who know they are empty and yet are pa-
tient. There is only one reality, one being who can give us the bread of life, who can sat-
isfy our deep capacity for love. Don’t you want to welcome that being into your soul in-
stead of flying around at fastest pace having fun, fun, fun?

Blessed are you if you let go into his arms.



http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP

The "Message of Lourdes" is the words and actions that At the second statement of the Virgin Mary: "Would you
were exchanged between the Virgin ary and Bernadette at do me the kindness of coming here for 15 days?" Bernadette
the Grotto of Massabielle during the 18 Apparitions from 11tlwas overwhelmed. It was the first time that anyone had ad-
February 1858 to 16th. July 1858. To understand the events dressed her in a formal way. Bernadette describes these
which took place and the "Message of Lourdes" it is necessawords by saying that the Virgin looked at her ‘as one person
to know the contextof the Apparitions that Bernadette ex-  looks at another person'. Human beings, created in the im-
perienced. age and likeness of God, are persons. Bernadette felt that she

Lourdes in the 19th. Century was one of the main placesvilas also respected and loved, she also had the experience of
the district with more than 4,000 inhabitants including noblesbeing a person. We are all worthy of our dignity in the eyes
notaries, advocates, doctors, officers as well as manual workef God. Because each of us is loved by God.
ers, tradesmen, slate workers, small artisans such as millers.  The third statement of the Virgin was: "l do not promise
Mills were plentiful; many were dotted around outside the  to make you happy in this world but in the other." We know
town, along one of the streams that flowed into the Gave - a world of violence, lies, sensuality, profit, and war. But we
the Lapacca. Bernadette Soubirous was born in one of theseknow also a world of charity, solidarity, and justice. These
the Boly Mil] on 7th. January 1844. The bankrupt family weretwo worlds exist on our earth. When Jesus, in the Gospel, in-
living in the Cachot—a dungeon deemed unfit even for pris- vites us to discover the Kingdom of Heaven, he invites us to
oners. discover in our world, as it is, "another world". Wherever love

On 11th. February 1858 Bernadette, her sister Toinette amdsts, God is present.

a friend of theirs, Jeanne, went looking for wood on the To experience God is nothing other than to experience
meadows and led towards "the place where the canal rejoindove in this world. To whoever knows how to discover this,
the River Gave". They were in front tife Grotto of Mass- Jesus makes the following promise: "You are not far from the
abielle Toinette and Jeanne crossed the icy water, crying ouKingdom of God. That is: "you have known how to discover
with the cold; Bernadette hesitated to do this because of her here below this Kingdom and you have lived out your life in
chronic asthma. She heard "a noise like a gust of wind", but this Love." This is the promise of the Virgin Mary to Berna-
"none of the trees were moving". "Raising her head, she sawddatte. "I promise that you will discover here below another

a hollow of the rock a small young lady, who looked at her world". And, in spite of her poverty, her ililness and her lack of
and who smiled at her. This was tffiest Apparition of the education, Bernadette is always deeply happy. That is the
Virgin Mary Kingdom of God, the world of real Love.

At the time of Bernadette, the Grotto was a dirty, hidden, During the seven first Apparitions of the Virgin Mary,
damp and cold place. The Grotto was called the "pigs' shelteBernadette has a face radiant with joy, happiness and light.
because that was where the pigs feeding in the area usually Between the eighth and twelfth Apparitions all changed: the
took shelter. It was there that the Virgin Mary, dressed in  face of Bernadette became hard, sad and sorrowful, and
white, a sign of total purity, the sign of the Love of God, in  moreover, Bernadette does incomprehensible things.
other words, the sign of what God wishes to accomplish in  She moves on her knees to the back of the Grotto. She kisses
each of us, deigned to appear. There is a contrast between the dirty disgusting ground of the Grotto. She eats some bit-
this damp and obscure Grotto and the presence of the Virginter grass. She scrapes the ground three times trying to drink
Mary, "the Immaculate Conception”. It reminds us of the Gosthe muddy water, at the back of the Grotto, she tries sucking
pel: the meeting of the wealth of the goodness of God and thim a little and then throwing it away, she takes mud in her
poverty of the human person. "Jesus goes to sit at the table dfands and she smears her face.
sinners"”, "because he came to search out that which was losThen the young girl turns to the crowd with her hands apart.

At Lourdes, the fact that Mary had appeared in a dirty They all say: "She's mad!" During four Apparitions, she carried
and obscure Grotto, in the place called Massabielle, the Old out the same actions. What is happening? Nobody under-
Rock, tells us that God comes to join us where we are, in thestands! We are at the heart of the "Message of Lourdes".
midst of our poverty and failures. These actions are biblical actions. Because "the Lady"
The Grotto is not only a place where something happened - asked her, Bernadette acts out the Incarnation, the Passion
geographical place - it is also a place where God gives us a and the death of Christ.
sign by revealing his heart and our heart. It is a place where Moving on her knees at the back of the Grotto: this action
God leaves us a message, a message that is nothing other recalls the Incarnation, God lowers himself to become hu-
than that of the Gospel. God comes to tell us that he loves usnan. Bernadette kisses the ground showing us that this act of
- this is the heart of the Message of Lourdes, and he loves usiamility is an action of the love God has for his people.
we are with all our successes but also with all our wounds, otrating bitter grass at the back of the Grotto: when the Jews
weaknesses and our limitations in the Old Testament wanted to show that God had taken

During thethird Apparition on 18th. February, The Virgin on himself all the bitterness and all the sins of the world, they
Mary spoke for the first time. Bernadette held out a sheet of killed a lamb, cleaned it out and filled it with bitter herbs
paper and a pencil so that she might write down her name, and then made the following prayer over the lamb "This is
but the Lady replied: "what | have to say to you does not  the Lamb of God who takes away, who takes on himself, all
have to be written down". This was an extraordinary state- the bitterness and all the sins of the world."
ment. It meant that the Virgin Mary wanted to enter into a  Smearing her face with mud: when the prophet Isaiah
relationship which is of the order of love, at the level of the wanted to speak to us about the Messiah he called him "the
heart. The heart, in the Bible, signifies the very centre of the suffering servant”. "Because he carried on himself all our sins
person, that which is the depth of the person. Bernadette wakis face no longer appeared human. "He was" Isaiah specifies,
right away invited to open the depths of her heart to this Mes"like a lamb led to the slaughter, and on his way the crowd
sage of Love. mocked him". At the Grotto, mud disfi¢* =~~~ DPrarnadnatia and
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the crowd cries out "she has gone mad".

The actions that Bernadette carried out were the actions
of freeing something. The Grotto was choked with grass and
mud. But why does she free this Grotto? Because it hides an
immense treasure, which must be brought out into the open.
Thus, at the ninth Apparition, "the Lady" asked Bernadette
to scrape the ground, at the back of this "pigs’ shelter", saying
to her: "Go to the spring, drink of it and wash yourself there".
There is only a little muddy water to begin with, enough for
Bernadette to drink. At first this water is muddy and dirty
then, little by little, it becomes clear.

By these actions, the mystery of the heart of Jesus is revealed
for us: "A soldier pierced his heart with his lance and there
immediately flowed out blood and water." It is, as well, the
depths of the mystery of the heart of the human person, cre-
ated in the image and likeness of God: "The water that | shall
give you will become, in you, a spring welling up to eternal
life". The grass and the mud signify the human heart,
wounded by sin. But in the bottom of this heart, there is the
life of God, as signified by the spring.

Bernadette was asked: 'Did the Lady say something
to you?' She replied: 'Yes, now and again she would say:
"Penance, penance, penance, pray for sinners". By penance
we understand conversion. Conversion in the Church, as we
learn from Christ, involves turning our heart towards God
and towards others. "Pray for sinners". Praying brings us to
the Spirit of God. Thus we understand that sin does not
make us happy. We must understand that sin is something
that is contrary to the love of God that is revealed to us
through the Gospel.

During thethirteenth Apparition Our Lady said to Ber-
nadette: "Go, tell the priests to come here in procession and
build a chapel here." "Come here in procession" means always
moving, in this life, towards others. "Build a chapel here." In
Lourdes, chapels were built to receive the crowds that came
here. But these chapels are only the signs of the communion
based on the love to which we are called. The chapel is the
"Church" that we want to build where we are, in our family,
at our place of work, in our parish, in our diocese. All Chris-
tians spend their lives building the Church, living in commun-
ion with others.

On 25th. March 1858, the day of thigteenth Apparition
Bernadette went to the Grotto, and on the instigation of the
Parish PriestAbbé, Peyramale, asked the Lady for her
name. Three times Bernadette asked the question. On the
fourth request, the Lady responds in dialect "Que soy era
Immaculada Conception". ("l am the Immaculate Concep-
tion"). Bernadette does not understand immediately the
meaning of these words. The Immaculate Conception is, as
the Church teaches, "Mary, conceived without sin, thanks to
the merits of the Cross of Christ". (The definition of the
Dogma of the Immaculate Conception 1854) She goes to the
Parish Priest to tell him the Lady's name. He understands
that it is the Mother of God who has appeared at the Grotto
of Massabielle. Later the Bishop of Tarbes, Monseigneur
Laurence, confirms this.

The Immaculate Conception is, as the Church teaches,
"Mary, conceived without sin, thanks to the merits of the
Cross of Christ". Thus the Immaculate Conception is also the
sign of what all people, recreated by God are called to be.
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