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A New Era

Two men unroll papyrus scrolls and read them to the people. Four centuries
separate them. In each case, their proclamations signal the beginning of a vast
new era. One is Ezra the scribe, and the other is Jesus of Nazareth.

We find Ezra in the First Reading. We are in Jerusalem after the return of the
Jewish exiles from captivity in Babylon. What captivity in Babylon, you ask? Per-
haps it will help to have more of the story.

Ancient Israel was captured by the Babylonian empire 586 years before
Christ. They took Jerusalem itself. They demolished the great temple built by
Solomon centuries before. They deported the majority of productive citizens to
Babylon, leaving peasants to run the holy city if they could.

After fifty years or so, Cyrus the Great, king of Persia (now Iran), came into
possession of Babylon and he let the captives go. Many had switched their faith
by this time in favor of foreign gods and customs, but the remainder, perhaps
5000, made ready to return. A lot of them had never even seen Jerusalem, since
they were born in captivity.

Ezra—priest, scribe and teacher—led one of the great caravans returning
home, a four month journey across the desert. They arrived to find Jerusalem a
ruined city with widespread moral decay.

Reconstruction of a city or a country is immensely difficult, as we know from
watching Iraq, Afghanistan and New Orleans in our own day. Ezra worked long
and hard to bring back the ecclesiastical and civil fiber of the nation. At last a
new temple was finished in 516 BC, and the ruined city walls were rebuilt.

Ezra stood up on a high wooden platform so he could be heard and seen,
and he “read plainly” from the papyrus that held “the book of the law.” He
started at daybreak and continued until midday.

Not only did they have their city again, but also they had heard the Word of
God again, and finally there was again a temple where they could worship. The
new era had begun.

Four centuries pass.

In the Gospel Jesus makes his almost majestic return into Galilee, the region
where he grew up. He has just been baptized and has spent time in the desert.
Now, “in the power of the Spirit,” Luke says, he journeys back to his home town
of Nazareth. Like Ezra, he takes up a papyrus scroll, this one containing the
book of Isaiah—much of which, coincidentally, had been written during the Jew-
ish exile. This action in the synagogue is the first one of his public life.

He proclaims that the Lord has sent him to “bring glad tidings to the poor . .
, to let the oppressed go free,” to proclaim a time of favor from the Lord. This is
what Ezra and Nehemiah had done, but Jesus' mission is much, much more. A
far greater new era has begun.

He sits down, now at the same level as the people: he is in their midst. He
says almost casually, “Today this scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing.”

His mission is to rebuild their hearts, not just their city, to return them to
God, their home. Would they accept this startling new kind of epoch?

Will we?
Stay tuned for more next Sunday.

John Foley, S. J. of the Center for Liturgy

Copyright © 2006, The Center for Liturgy at Saint Louis University. All rights reserved.
Permission is hereby granted to reproduce for personal or parish use.
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So if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new

creation:

everything old has

passed away;
See, everything has

bhecome new!

All this comes from
God, who reconciled
us in himself
through Christ, and
has given us the
ministry of

reconciliation.

In Christ, God was
reconciling the
world to himself,
not counting our
trespasses against
us, and entrusting
to us this message

of reconciliation.

So we are
ambassadors for
Christ, since God is
making His appeal
through us. We
entreat you then,
on behalf of Christ:
Be Reconciled to
God!”

2 Corinthians 5:17-
20

BE RECONCILED

Amongst all the first Christian communi-
ties, we know Corinth the best. Two of the letters
St. Paul addressed to them were preserved. Oth-
ers, no doubt were lost. However, from the ones
we possess in the Scriptures, we learn that the
Corinthian community was problematic.

The Christians were divided amongst
themselves. Morality was not their strong point;
one of the members of the community lived in an
incestuous relationship with his mother-in-law,
without condemnation by the community. The
Eucharistic Celebration in the context of a meal
ended up in a drinking session and prayer meet-
ings turned into bedlam. Their relationship to God
and to each other was just as disturbed.

The Corinthians had received the Gospel
with joy. Paul had heard the Lord say to him:
“there are many in this city who are my people”
(Acts 18:10). He has stayed there a year and a
half. One understands, then, why he is very fond
of this community and why the scandals which
disfigured it caused him pain.

To wake the Corinthians up, Paul brings
them back to the origins of their faith. They should
not be so arrogant (I Corinthians 5:2)! It is God
who did everything. When Paul talks about “God,”
he points at the Father. The work of God is to rec-
oncile everyone to Him. Reconciliation is more
than forgiveness. Because if forgiveness is not
accepted by one side, it remains, alas, sterile.

In the Old Testament, God unceasingly
offers forgiveness and make a covenant with the
people of Israel. But the answer is always disap-
pointing. It is only in Jesus Christ, our brother until
death, the God'’s initiative receives an adequate
answer. In Him is sealed the “new and everlasting
covenant”. The work of reconciliation is accom-
plished.

Through Baptism, the Holy Spirit makes
us enter into this covenant. We become a new
creation according to St. Paul. We find a similar
affirmation in St. John: in his conversation with
Nicodemus, Jesus talks about a new birth, a birth
from above of water and Spirit (John 3:3-5). This
new birth alone gives us immediate entry into the
Kingdom of God.

On the side of God, in Christ and through
the Holy Spirit, the work of reconciliation is accom-
plished: the gifts of God are irrevocable (Romans
1:29). The Baptized one will always e Baptized.
But it is possible for him to fall. Like the prodigal
son, he may wish to deprive himself of the dignity
of son and go far away to live by his own means:
this is what sin is, from a Christian point of view.

In our own time and in our own place, we
too need to hear this message of reconciliation.
Our lives, complicated in today’s world, are broken
and fragile. How many times have we fallen, vic-
tims of our own pride? How many walls have we
built up—sometimes unknowingly—between our-
selves and our neighbor. Each of us lives in a
fragile vessel and we each need to hear the mes-
sage of Reconciliation.

We need to hear the message of Recon-
ciliation, first of all that we may be made whole.
God has the capacity to take our broken human
lives and refashion them. He wants to do this. He
wants to restore us to the dignity of the Children of
God.

Secondly, we need to hear the message
of Reconciliation for the good of our parish com-
munity.

In the past year, there have been many
problems that have created rifts within the fabric of
our parish. We may be blind to them, but the rifts
remain—and each day that they are allowed to
exist, they threaten to swallow our parish commu-
nity. We cannot allow this to happen! We must
hear the Message of Reconciliation and act upon
it NOW! We must turn away from these occasions
of sin which have rent us asunder and work to-
ward the unification of our parish community. We
must take the time RIGHT NOW to set aside our
hurts, our prejudices, our anger, our frustration,
and whatever else has torn us apart and allow
God to bring healing and peace into our troubled
hearts. We need to allow God to effect reconcilia-
tion in us, so that we can become, as St Paul tells
the Corinthians, “ambassadors for Christ, God
making his appeal through us.”

In his letters St. Paul exhorted the Corin-
thians to change their behavior and eliminate ex-
cesses. But reconciliation will be effected by God,
if they consent. If they allow themselves to be
reconciled with God and through God, they will be
able to be reconciled to one another. St. Paul
begs them with the same force he used to de-
nounce their mistakes. His word is no longer a
simple exhortation. It is a “ministry”. “It is as if God
is making His appeal through us” (2 Corin-
thians:18-20)

Let us embrace the ministry of reconcilia-
tion for our own good and the good of the parish.
Let us become “ambassadors for Christ: for God
is making His appeal through us: BE RECON-
CILEDY”

(adapted from a meditation from Bishop Jacques Perrier
that appeared in Lourdes Magazine no 134/2006)
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Current Events Happenings
End of the Year Statements \ Looking ahead!
Monday

End of the year financial
statements have been sent to all

registered parishioners.

If you are a registered pa-
rishioner and have not received
your financial statement, please
contact Fr. Ken at the Rectory

Office.

Parish Census Forms

We are conducting a
parish census. Updating the
census will help us to work in a

more efficient and cost-
effective manner.

Every registered family
received a census form to fill
out enclosed with their 2006

Contribution Statement.

Please take a few mo-
ments to fill out the form and
return it in the collection basket
at Mass or through the mail.

Your prompt response
will be greatly appreciated.

Thank you for your cooperation
in this important endeavor.

(==

)

A

“[don't know how he does t1. He preaches entire
sermons without using the words cool,

like’ or awesome’”

Lent begins on Wednes-
day, February 21st.

In preparation for Ash
Wednesday, we will be
/ I collecting last year’s palms
so that they may be
burned to provide the ashes needed for Ash
Wednesday.

Please bring your old palm to church and de-
posit in the basket provided for that purpose.

Mark Your Calendars P R,A MeA e
STEEL MAGNOLIAS At
coming February 16, 17 and N ;
18 in our parish hall! 4T €
GROUP

IT°S TIME TO MAKE THE PIEROGIS
That’s right!
Pierogi season is almost upon us!

To better facilitate the making of the
pierogies, we ask that you preorder them by
contacting Dolores Goodger (756-3305). She
will be accepting all the pierogi orders this
year.

Watch the bulletin for the pierogi pinching
schedule shortly after Ash Wednesday—Feb.
21st.

The Bread is broken and the wine is poured
so that all of us separate persons can share
and become one like the loaf and cup that
were previously whole, one in Christ, like the
christened loaf and the christened cup.

In the breaking and the pouring, all the an-
guish of human contingency and limits and
separateness and division.

In the sharing, all the covenanted hope of
freedom and fulfillment for the person and
the person’s love and unity and peace and
communion with others—the making of
church.

Robert W. Hovda

No Morning Mass
Parish Office Closed
Tuesday
9:00 a.m. Mass SM
Rectory Chapel

Wednesday
92 a.m. Mass
Rectory Chapel

Thursday
9 a.m. Mass
Rectory Chapel

Study Group—10 a.m. Parish Hall

Friday
9 a.m. Mass
Rectory Chapel

Saturday
No Morning Mass

3 p.m. Confessions
Church of St. Martin

Jackson

4 p.m. Vigil Mass
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sunday
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8 a.m. Confessions
Church of St. Paul

Starucca

8:30 a.m. Sunday Mass
Church of St. Paul
Starucca

No Religious Education
Religious Education classes will
resume in February
11:00 a.m. Sunday Mass
Church of $t. Martin



http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP

Page 4

OUR PARISH JOURNAL

Saint of the Week

St. Vincent of Saragossa, deacon

Saint Vincent was archdeacon of the
church at Saragossa, Spain. Valerian, the
bishop, was prevented from preaching by
a speech impediment, and named Vincent
to preach in his stead. He answered in the
bishop’s name when, during the persecu-
tion of Diocletian, both were brought be-
fore Dacian, the presiding officer. When
the bishop was sent into banishment,
Vincent was retained, to suffer and to die.

First he was stretched on the rack; and
when he was almost torn asunder, Dacian
asked him in mockery “how he fared
now.” Vincent answered, with joy on his
countenance, that he had always prayed
to be as he was then. It was in vain that
Dacian struck the executioners and
goaded them on in their suvage work. The
martyr’s flesh was torn with hooks; he
was bound to a chair of red-hot iron; lard
and salt were rubbed into his wounds;
and amid all this he kept his eyes raised
to heaven, and remained unmoved.

The holy martyr
was cast into a !
solitary dungeon, |
his feet placed in
the stocks; but

the Angels of

Christ illuminated

| =
I

I

the darkness, and %

assured Vincent
that he was near
his triumph. His
wounds were now

ordered to be

tended, to pre-

pare him for

fresh torments, and the faithful were

permitted to gaze on his mangled

body. They came in troops, kissed his
wounds and carried away as relics,
cloths colored with his blood. Before
the tortures could resume, Saint Vin-

cent’s hour came, and he breathed
forth his soul in peace.

Even the dead bodies of the Saints are
precious in the sight of God, and the
hand of iniquity cannot touch them. A

raven guarded the body of Vincent
where it lay flung upon the earth.

Mass Schedule for the Week of January 22nd—28th, 2007 SCRIPTURES FOR THE WEEK
9:00 a.m. unless
otherwise Feast Intention Offered by Monday Hebrews 9:15, 24-28
pOSTZd St. Vincent the deacon Mark 3:22-30
Monday Vincent the deacon No Mass Scheduled
Tuesday Hebrews 10:1-10
Tuesday Weekday Anna Sweder Susie, Sean & Cody Weekday of Ordinary Time Mark 3:31-35
) ) ) Wednesday Hebrews 10:11-18
Wednesday Francis de Sales Victor Dixon Mr. & Mrs. Paul Oleyar St. Francis de Sales Mark 4:1-20
Thursday Come;s:;? of St Angela Pulice Gen Leet Thursday Acts 9:1-22
Conversion of St. Paul Mark 16:15-18
Friday Timothy and Titus Martin Petroski Helen & Family
Friday 2 Timothy 1:1-8
Saturday Angela Merici No Mass Scheduled Sts. Timothy and Titus Mark 4:26-34
. . . Saturday Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time . Angela Meric Mark 4:35-41
Vigil 4:00 p.m. SM Carmen Lingobardo Petroski Family -
Sunday Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19
. Mr. & Mrs. Robert Gilleran || Fourth Sunday in I Corinthians 12:31-13:
Sunda 8:30 a.m. SP Frank Cappelloni ) y o1
y PP & family Ordinary Time Luke 4:21-30
Sunday 11:00 a.m. SM Paul Oleyar Jr. Paul & Carol Oleyar
AN ~ ~ Y /, 7~
D ————— E S L L=<
i - e ’ N ™~ \/

When it was sunk out at sea, the
waves cast it ashore; and his relics are
preserved to this day in the Augustin-
iun monastery at Lishon, for the conso-
lation of the Church of Christ

Source: Little Pictorial Lives of the Saints,

a compilation based on Butler’s Lives of the
Saints and other sources

by John Gilmary Shea (Benziger Brothers:

New York, 1894).
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Liturgy Corner

Mass Begins at Home

We refer to our arrival in the
church before the celebration as
“the gathering rite.” Most of us
think of it as the moment when we
meet and greet our brothers and
sisters in Christ early in the liturgy.
But we can think of it as a rite that
begins much earlier: Even as we
arrive on the church grounds and
get out of our cars in the parking
lot, as we greet and talk with the
others about the weather or about
which of our children caught the
chickenpox—the gathering rite is in
motion. Even earlier, roused from
our sleep, we have begun to gather
our wits and collect our thoughts
and intentions. Hauled from our
beds, we have migrated from all di-
rections to form this gathering. For
we are hungry to break the bread
that is Christ’s body and share the
cup of our salvation.

The gathering rite is our invi-
tation to hone our awareness of this
migration we make on Sunday
morning. It gives the chance to
make a transition from the sacra-
ment of daily life to the sacrament
of our gathered community. We do
not want to find ourselves in this
migration out of habit or duty—but
we want to reach that level of

awareness that knows our deepest
yearning for an experience of the
holy in communion.

Here are some ideas to
make the gathering rite a joyful,
rich and pleasant experience be-
fore you even arrive at the
church: Get up an hour earlier
and read over the scripture les-
sons for the day so that you can
really hear them at the liturgy.
Make special coffee or hot choco-
late and bring it around to family
members inviting them to this
Sunday rising with plenty of time
to shower and dress in their Sun-
day clothes. Allow that the family
retains a Sunday silence—no idle
chatter—just the peace of silence
and a gathering of our inner
selves. Play “Sunday music”"—to
set the tone: chant or some medi-
tative and beautiful religious mu-
sic from our long heritage. Retain
the silence as you walk or drive to
church. When you arrive, make a
point of greeting and engaging
the others you meet. Greet some-
one you know already and greet
and make the acquaintance of
someone whom you have never
met before. “Where two or three
are gathered in my name, there
am I in the midst of you.”

Copyright © 2001 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy
Training Publications, 1800 North Hermitage Avenue,
Chicago IL 60622-1101; 1-800-933-1800; www.ltp.org.
Text and art by Gertrud Mueller Nelson. All rights re-
served. Used with permission.

What do people do when they assemble to worship? They seek out
each other’s company to acknowledge the Love that surrounds them,
attracts them, impels them. If they live their lives regularly in the
presence of the Holy and gather on Sunday to do the same in com-
mon, coming together in this way makes eminently good sense. If
they do not live their lives in God’s presence, regular assembly 7ay

lead to a posture of awe, but this is by no means assured.

Gerard J. Sloyan

Liturgical Ministers

January 27-28, 2007
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary
Time
Vigil 4 p.m.
$t. Martin's
Servers RJ & Olivia Klein
Lectors Bob Klein
EMOC Matt Menapace

8:30 a.m. $t. Paul’s

Setvers
Lectors Mark Fallon
EMOC Diane Frye

11:00 a.m. $t. Martin’s

Setvers Kaitlyn & Tara
Flor

Lectors John Klein

EMOC Betsy Supancik
Michele Pavelski
Mary Lake

Remember in your prayers this
week

Charlie Bolline
Kristen Bremmer
Dolores Goodger

Joe & Pat King
Gertrude Leahy

Genevieve Leet

Boyd Manzer
Marlene Mazzocchi
Rachel & Sadie
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| ,
q _ “Each person should give
F | nanc | al what he in his heart has decided to give —
. - a
not reluctantly or under compulsion
e SteW ard S h | p for God loves a cheerful giver.”
! Second Corinthians 9:7
L
_ Parish Checkbook this Week
Your Offering last Sunday Balance Forward 01/11/07 [11,626.62
Loose 347.00 Income
Candles 0- Loose 347.00
Candles -0-
Offertory SM 1127.00 Offertory SM 1,127.00
Offertory SP 82.00 Offertory SP 82.00
Children’s Offering 1.00 Children’s Offering 1.00
Christmas 70.00 Christmas 70.00
Mary Mother of God (New Years) 500 Mary Mother of God 5.00
ary Mother of God (New Years .
Y Dues 114.00
Dues 114.00 Utilities 453.00
Fuel 453.00 D.ebt Reduction 17.00
_ Diocesan Assessment 6.00
Diocesan Assessment 6.00 Habitat for Humanity 0-
Initial 60.00 Initial Offering 60.00
Christmas Flowers National Collection: 2.00
Your offering to the Parish 2,265.00 Transfer from Building Fund
. . Transfer from Fundraising
National Collections Total I
(Donations to these collections are sent to the Diocese) otal Income 2,284.00
Retirement Fund for Religious Balance Forward 11,626.62
+ Total Income 2,284.00
Campaign for Human Development | 2.00 Total Available Funds 13.910.62
’ .
Total National Collections 2.00 Expenditures
Other Collections Administration 1,109.10
(Your contributions benefit various charities) Rectory -0-
Habitat for Humanity Liturgy 15.00
Religious Education -0-
Total Other Collections giou deat 0
Plant Operation and Maintenance 410.78
Debt Reduction Collection :
All Saints School
Debt Reduction 17.00 1335.00
Debt Repayment -0-
Total Debt Reduction 17.00 Total Expenditures 2,869.88
Total Deposits last Sunday 2,284.00 Funds Available 13,908.62
-Total Expenses - 2,869.88
=+ Our bodily needs Balance (01/18/07) 11,040.74

is as important

as meeting any need
of a whole, integrated personality.

Feeding a hungry stomach

is in no way less honorable

than thinking lofty spiritual thoughts.

But when we invest too much in feeding ourselves,
and want too much in return,
something goes wrong

“How shall 1 make a return to

the Lord for His goodness

tome?”

Doris Janzen Lon-
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Christians Should Use Their Spiritual Giﬂs

The body is made of many parts.

Count and the number of parts
you can seg on the children below.

6 or 7 7 B ?
G2 9 or §3 or a2

5 or

10 7

God put together the
members of the body.

Finish the picture.

These can help you see better
A family trip away from home
A solemn vow

A building to live in

Furniture to sleep on

— - To come after
\weanswer
.
2 B 8 4w w w w1 W m w m
P F i 20 5 14 1B 1|8
e m wow  w® oW e 8 0@ 1w m ® 1 5 @ @

" ® wow W w om s wm W W w s wmow w W W ow
T m e w v om s ® B8 & ww w e w8 8w @
W T @ B w mwu wmam § amow mom
Tm v s f e W B um E ®w ww s w® a5 w
12 14 | 17 14 1 33 i 2 18 12 23 22 a8 BT LI
\?E @ wmow v W m
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Parish
Community
of
St. Martin

of Tours
and

St. Paul
the

Apostle

R. R. 1 Box 396
Jackson, PA

Phone:
(570) 756-2541

Fax:
(570) 756-2105

E-Mail:
parish@martinoftours.com

Pastor
Rev. Kenneth M. Seegar

Parish Pastoral Council

Betsy Supancik, President
Michael Briechle

Mark Fallon

Diane Frye

Rachel Gilleran

Charlene Kempa

Chris Lake

Andrew Whitehead

Parish Finance Council

Michael Briechle, President
Richard Lake

Robert Lambert

Matthew Menapace

Russ Pepe

Rita Reavey

Betsy Supancik,

Religious Ed Program

Chris Lake, DRE
Charlene Kempa
Alfie Lambert
Maureen Maloney
Diane Monteforte
Amber Rockwell
Ruth Zeck

We're on the Web!

See us at:

www.martinoftours.com

Susquehanna Small Engine

Sales, Service and Repairs, Inc
Home of service and reasonable prices.

We have the same price or less as the big home
improvement stores, but we service what we sell.
We carry everything from chain saws to garden
tractors and everything in

between.

Corinna Kinney—Licensed Manicurist
at the Hair Zoo in Clifford

222-3400 or 289-4169

Manicures - Pedicures - Pink & Whites - Actylics - Gels
Repairs & Wraps - Nail Art & Piercing - Natural Nail Care
Hand/Arm Massage - Foot/Leg Massage - Airbrushing -
Parrafin Dips

HOMEBOUND CARE AVAILABLE

Gift Certificates, Birthday Parties, Gift Packages
Wedding/Bridal Services, Manicure/Pedicure Parties

Husqvarna and Stihl products available.

We repair all small engines

Located on Rt. 171 between Susquehanna and
Great Bend

570-853-4694

Tom McNamara — owner and parishioner

Your Ad can appear Here!
Contact
Jo Anne Hadnagy 570-727-3441
or
Matt Menapace 756-2935

to reserve your space today!

Hadnagy’s Mountain Hideaway
Frank and JoAnn Hadnagy
Proprietors
P. O. Box 9 -Stack Rd.
Thompson, PA 18465

Phone: 5707273441, Fax: 5707272193

Lisa Winners Beauty Salon

Susquehanna (570) 853-2727
New Milford (570) 465-5353

Full Hair Care and Nail Salons

Carpet-Vinyl-Tile

The Carpet Catalog
Box 173, Jackson Ave.
Thompson, PA 18465
Sales and Installation

(570 727-3350

Please
Patronize
Our
Sponsors

Hours: M-F 10a.m.—5 p.m., Sat. 9a.m.—1 p.ln.
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