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Wine of Life

A new season of the Church year is upon us. Yes, it is “Ordinary Time” instead of
the Christmas season.

Maybe we could talk about seasons of the Church year for a moment.

Last Sunday brought an end to stories of Jesus’ birth, baptism and early life. Now it
is time to hear about his work as a full adult, as the man who was also God’s Word.
That is the content of “Ordinary Time,” in spite of the season’s mundane name.

How long will Ordinary Time last? It will include every Sunday that is not in the
Advent/ Christmas season, the Lent/Easter season, or any other special celebration.

There are three years worth of Ordinary Time Masses, called A, B, and C. In each
of these years one particular Gospel writer is featured. This is year C, and we will hear
the Gospel according to Luke. Before the reading of it each Sunday the following words
will be proclaimed: “A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.”

Before we begin with Luke, however, the Church is giving us a brief transition this
Sunday, a preparation for hearing the narrative of Jesus’ life (according to Luke). This
Sunday is meant to console us and raise our expectations concerning the Messiah who is
just born, and his great deeds.

So, here we go. In the First Reading Isaiah says he will not be quiet until Jerusalem
is set free, till it “shines forth like the dawn.” He will keep preaching even though the
land is “desolate,” and the people are “forsaken,” thirsting for hope and for good news.
If you look around, that is us.

What does Isaiah preach?

That God is going to give his people a new name. They will be called “My de-
light,” and their land will be known by the name “Espoused.” The Lord will marry them
and bring forth abundance from their lands. Isaiah is repeating the promise God had
made in the midst of trouble, a promise that is irrevocable: “I will be your God and you
will be my people.”

Can you hear that promise?

It is repeated in the Gospel, John, 2:1-11, but in a much different way. Since the
Father can change a forsaken people into a people that delights him, so Jesus is able to
transform water into the very best wine—a symbol of making our lives into his delight.

It is the wedding feast at Cana in Galilee, and the wine has run out. A wonderful
image of people who are fresh out of hope and need to drink of the promise and its sat-
isfaction. Only God in Jesus can supply it.

Mary says simply to Jesus, “They have no wine.” In other words, the human race
has no real life left in it.

Jesus replies that it is not yet “his time,” or in other words, his public life has not
yet begun. He must preach, heal, suffer, die and rise again. But Mary knows him too
well. She says to the servants, do whatever he tells you.

Mary does not take seriously all the reasons why God’s promise cannot be fulfilled
at this time. She knows that the people need the full, rich wine of life, which is love.
She trusts her son.

This Sunday we begin the long journey from thirst to fulfillment. It is “Ordinary Time.”
Let us trust her son.

Fr. Jobn Foley, S. |. of the Center for Liturgy

Copyright © 2006, The Center for Liturgy at Saint Louis University. All rights reserved.
Permission is hereby granted to reproduce for personal or parish use.
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Winter Ordinary Time

A Sense of the Season

What do the words Ordinary Time mean? Dorothy
Day said, “The words ‘Ordinary Time’ in our prayer
books put me in a state of confusion and irritation.
To me, no time is ordinary.” She was right. The Or-
dinary in Ordinary Time refers to ordinal—counted—
time, not to a lack of something to celebrate. The
Roman document, General Norms for the Liturgical
Year and Calendar, says: “Apart from those seasons
having their own distinctive character [Advent,
Christmastime, Lent, Triduum and Eastertime], 33
or 34 weeks remain in the yearly cycle that do not
celebrate a specific aspect of the mystery of Christ.
Rather, especially on the Sundays, they are devoted
to the mystery of Christin all its aspects.” (#43)

How do we celebrate “the mystery of Christin all its
aspects”? We gather every Sunday. Sunday is our
original feast day. Christians have gathered every
Sunday—the day of Christ’s resurrection, the first
day of the week—ever since there were Christians.

Each year there are two blocks of Ordinary Time,
one in the winter between Christmastime and Lent,
and the other in summer and fall, from Pentecost
through Christ the King. When we gather on Sun-
days in Ordinary Time, as always, we hear the scrip-
tures proclaimed. We systematically read through
the gospels. The first readings from the first testa-
ment of the Bible were chosen for their relationship
to the gospel passages. The second readings come
from the various letters of the second testament of
the Bible. The mystery of Christ “in all its aspects”
unfolds.

What is the heart of our Sunday celebration? We do
our eucharist; that is, we do our thanksgiving. We
praise and thank God for all creation; we pray for
the whole world, as we remember Christ's life, death
and resurrection. We share the bread and wine, the
body and blood. We are sent forth to be the body
and blood of Christ in our homes, our workplaces,
our neighborhoods, our towns, our cities, our coun-
try, our world.

“What happens in our churches every Sunday is the
fruit of our week. What happens as the fruit of the
week past is the beginning of the week to come.
Sunday is simultaneously a point of arrival and de-
parture for Christians on their way to the fullness of
the kingdom. This is not ordinary at all. This is the
fabric of Christian living.” (Saint Andrew Bible Missal
[Brooklyn: William J. Hirten Co., 1982.])

Copyright © 1997, Archdiocese of Chicago. Liturgy Training Publica-
tions, 1800 North Hermitage Avenue, Chicago IL 60622-1101; 1-800-
933-1800. Text by G. Thomas Ryan. Art by Luba Lukova.
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When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the magi and the shepherds

have found their way home,
The work of Christmas begins:

7o find the lost and lonely one,
To heal the broken soul with love,
To feed the hungry children
with warmth and good food,
To feel the earth below, the sky above!

To free the prisoner from all chains,
To make the powerful care,
To rebuild the nations
with strength of good will,
To see God'’s children everywhere!

To bring hope to every task you do,
To dance at a baby’s new birth,
To make music in an old person’s heart,
And to sing to the colors of the earth!

~~Jim Strathdee, in response to a Christmas poem by
Howard Thurman

The Christian Mysteries are an indivisible
whole. If we become immersed in one, we are led to all
the others. Thus, the way from Behtlehem leads inevi-
tably to Gogotha, from the crib to the cross. When the
Blessed Virgin brought the child to the Temple,
Simeon prophesied that her soul would be pierced by
a sword, that this child was set for the fall and the
resurrection of many, for a sign that would be contra-
dicted. His prophecy announced the passion, the fight
between light and darkness that already showed itself
before the crib.

- St. Edith Stein (Teresa Benedicta of the Cross)
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Current Events Happenings
End of the Year Statements \ Looking ahead!
Monday

End of the year financial
statements will be issued this
week. All registered parishioners
who use their envelopes on a
regular basis should receive their
report by the end of this week. If
you do not receive a report of
your contributions to the parish
by the end of next week, please
contact Fr. Ken at the Rectory
office.

Free Poinsettiae to

good home!

take a poinsettia
home following
Mass today!

St. John Men’s Clulis holding a Pork Free will offering
Dinner on Saturday, January 20, 2007Fqr more information contact Sr.

fro 4:30—7:00 p.m. in St. John’s Hall, Gertrude Grimes at 383-2763.

Susquehanna.
Cost for adults is s
$7.00 X

For children -$4.00

Please feel free to

)

Lent begins on Wednes-
day, February 21st.

In preparation for Ash
Wednesday, we will be

/ I collecting last year’s palns

so that they may be
burned to provide the ashes needed for Ash
Wednesday.

Please bring your old palm to church and de-
posit in the basket provided for that purpose.

Day of Prayer and Recollection

“Waiting on God” - with Sr. Gertrude
Grimes

St. Anne’s Basilica—Scranton
Monday, January 15,2007.

Conference, Opportunity for Reconcilia-
tion, Eucharist (Mass), Lunch, Quiet
time, and fellowship.

DRAMA
Mark Your Calendars P
STEEL MAGNOLIAS com- [l ok
ing in February! b A

H 7 &

Music leads us to the threshold of
repentance, of unbearable realization
of our own vanity and frailty and of
the terrible relevance of God. | would
define myself as a person who has
been smitten by music, as a person
who has never recovered from the
blows of music. And yet, music is a
vessel that may hold anything. It may
express vulgarity; it may impart sub-
limity. It may utter vanity; it may in-
spire humility. It may engender fury;
it may kindle compassion. It may con-
vey stupidity and it can be the voice of
grandeur. It often voices man'’s high-
est reverence, but often brings to ex-
pression frightful arrogance.

- Abraham Heschel

"Yes, I'm sure Jesus danced at Cana, but | doubt he

was caught on film doing the Chicken Dance."

No Morning Mass
Parish Office Closed
Tuesday
9:00 a.m. Mass SM
Rectory Chapel

Wednesday
9a.m. Mass
Rectory Chapel

Thursday
9 a.m. Mass
Rectory Chapel

Study Group—10 a.m. Parish Hall

Friday
9 a.m. Mass
Rectory Chapel

Saturday
No Morning Mass

3 p.m. Confessions
Church of St. Martin

Jackson

4 p.m. Vigil Mass
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sunday
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
8 a.m. Confessions
Church of St. Paul

Starucca

8:30 a.m. Sunday Mass
Church of St. Paul
Starucca

No Religious Education
Religious Education classes will
resume in February
11:00 a.m. Sunday Mass
Church of St. Martin



http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP

Page 4

Mass Schedule for the Week of January 8—14', 2007
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9:00 a.m. unless

Scriptures for the Week

Hebrews 5: 1-10
Mark 2:18-22

Monday
Weekday of Ordinary Time

Hebrews 6:10-20
Mark 2:23-28

Tuesday
Weekday of Ordinary Time

Hebrews 7:1-3,15-17
Mark 3:1-6

Wednesday
St. Anthony the Abbot

Hebrews 7:25-8:6
Mark 3:7-12

Thursday
Weekday of Ordinary Time

otherwise Feast Intention Offered by
posted

Monday Weekday No Mass Scheduled

Tuesday Weekday Mel Huffman Theresa
Wednesday Anthony Katharine V. Kinsley Theresa
Thursday Weekday Anna Sweder Lingobardo Family
Friday Weekday Shirley Powell Barry & Annette Corrigan
Saturday Fabian & Sebastian No Mass Scheduled

Hebrews 8:6-11
Mark 3:13-19

Friday
Weekday of Ordinary Time

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Hebrews 9:2-3,11-14
Mark 3:20-21

Saturday

Sts. Fabian and Sebastian

Vigil 4:00 p.m. SM Josephine Konsur Mary Merritt
8:30 a.m. SP Nikki Dixon Paul & Carol Oleyar
11:00 a.m. SM Richard Gralewski Audrie Dembowski

Nehemiah 8:2-11
| Corinthians 12:12-30
Luke 1:1-4, 4:14-21

Sunday
Third Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Saint of the Week

St. Sebastian

The
name of
B Sebastian
N is envel-
opedina
wreath of
legends.
The oldest
historical
account of
the saint is
found in a
commen-
tary on the psalms by St.
Ambrose; the passage reads:
"Allow me to propose to you the
example of the holy martyr
Sebastian. By birth he was a
Milanese. Perhaps the persecu-

tor of Christians had left Mi-
lan, or had not yet arrived, or
had become momentarily
more tolerant. Sebastian be-
lieved that here there was no
opportunity for combat, or
that it had already passed. So
he went to Rome, the scene of
bitter opposition arising from
the Christians' zeal for the
faith. There he suffered, there
he gained the crown."

St. Sebastian was widely ven-
erated during the Middle
Ages, particularly as a protec-
tor against the plague. Paul
the Deacon relates that in 670
a great pestilence at Rome
ceased when an altar was
dedicated in his honor. The
Breviary account of the saint
is highly legendary; in part it

reads: "Diocletian tried by
every means to turn Sebas-
tian from the faith of Christ.
After all efforts had proven
fruitless, he ordered him tied
to a post and pierced with ar-
rows. When everyone thought
him dead, a devout woman
named Irene arranged for his
burial during the night; find-
ing him still alive, she cared
for him in her own house. Af-
ter his recovery he appeared
again before Diocletian and
boldly rebuked him for his
wickedness. Enraged by the
saint's sharp words, the em-
peror ordered him scourged
until he expired. His body was
thrown into a sewer."

Excerpted from  The Church's
Year of Grace , Pius Parsch.



http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP

OUR PARISH JOURNAL

Page 5

Liturgy Corner

Keeping Sunday

This is the day the Lord has
made, let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Even before you open your eyes
in the early mornings don’t you think
about the day ahead? To wake up to the
fact that it is Sunday and a day not like
the others in feeling and spirit means
that you have a way of celebrating this
day; that you know the art of celebrat-
ing a feast. You know that Sunday is a
day created for our benefit. It means to
give us a taste of heaven. But if Sunday
is merely a day to make it to church on
time, then you may need some ways to
make Sunday special.

A special Sunday begins on Fri-
day night. By sundown on Friday, try to
have a clean slate. Complete what
needs doing—finish off the unpleasant
chores. Clean off your desk. Get the
grocery shopping done for the weekend
so you don’t have to shop on Sunday
(thereby asking others to serve you in
the shops on Sunday). It is important to
take time to repair your relationships
with the rest of the family.

Use Saturday to ready your
home for Sunday. Put the house and
yard in order. Wash the car. Change the
linens. Cook something special for Sun-
day’s brunch. Bring fresh flowers to
brighten the table. Read tomorrow’s
gospel as a family and talk about it. Put
the children to bed with greater atten-
tion. Saturday night is a special oppor-
tunity for the adults to spend time to-
gether repairing and enjoying their rela-
tionships.

On Sunday, begin the new
week in a special way. Put Sunday
music on the stereo. Avoid all unnec-
essary talk. Go from bedroom to bed-
room speaking the ancient monastic
greeting: “Let us arise and bless the
Lord.” Dress in your “Sunday best;”
if you’ve recently bought new
clothes, wear them for the first time
on a Sunday. Sunday clothes are a
metaphor for our baptismal garments.
Don’t watch TV or read the Sunday
papers before eucharist.

At brunch, use a special meal
prayer. Then change from your
“Sunday best” to clothes for relaxa-
tion and play. Resolve to do no un-
necessary work. Go to a museum, the
park, the beach, the zoo, or the
mountains. Play the piano, read a
book, go swimming, play ball, read
the fat Sunday papers. Family mem-
bers or friends can take turns plan-
ning Sunday’s recreation. If there is a
special ball game or television pro-
gram that is truly worth watching,
watch it together. Preparing Sunday
dinner can be a cooperative undertak-
ing—and Sunday dinner can be one
day in the week you can count on
everyone being together. It’s also a
good meal to invite a friend. Use the
good table cloth and the good dishes.
Whatever you undertake to do on
Sunday, do it without haste or anxi-
ety. Sunday is a day meant to restore
and refresh us. Sunday is a day to
become fully human.

Copyright © 2001 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy
Training Publications, 1800 North Hermitage Avenue,
Chicago IL 60622-1101; 1-800-933-1800; www.ltp.org.
Text and art by Gertrud Mueller Nelson. All rights re-
served. Used with permission.

Liturgical Ministers

January 20-21, 2007
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Vigil 4 p.m.

St. Martin's
Servers Christina Zeck
Lectors Barry Corrigan
EMOC Ruth Zeck

8:30 a.m. St. Paul's

Servers
Lectors David Lee
EMOC Marilyn Czachor

11:00 a.m. St. Martin's

Servers Nicholas &
Amanda Marco

Lectors Denise Finagan

EMOC Kim Marco
Alfie Lambert
Miriam Pepe

Remember in your prayers this
week

Dolores Goodger
Gertrude Leahy
Genevieve Leet
and
Marlene Mazzocchi
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|
q — “Each person should give
. . what he in his heart has decided to give —
I 5 F Inanci al not reluctantly or under compulsion
3 SteW ard S h | p for God loves a cheerful g/'ver'. " .
L } Second Corinthians 9:7

Your Offering last Sunday

Loose 215.00
Candles 7.50
Offertory SM 997.00
Offertory SP 178.00
Children’s Offering 10.00
Christmas 45.00

Mary Mother of God (New Years) 40.00

Dues 292.00
Fuel 30.00
Diocesan Assessment 13.00
Initial 130.00
Christmas Flowers -0-

Your offering to the Parish 1,737.00

National Collections
(Donations to these collections are sent to the Diocese)

Retirement Fund for Religious 1.00

Campaign for Human Development | 10.00

Total National Collections 11.00

Other Collections
(Your contributions benefit various charities)

Habitat for Humanity 2.00
Total Other Collections 2.00
Debt Reduction Collection
Debt Reduction 15.00
Total Debt Reduction 15.00

Total Deposits last Sunday 1,985.50

/n some ways it may be harder to be a Christian steward today than
at times in the past. Although religious faith is a strong force in the
lives of many Americans, our country’s dominant secular culture
often contradicts the values of the Judaeo-Christian tradition. This
is a culture in which destructive “isms” — materialism, relativism,
hedonism, individualism, consumerism — exercise seductive, pow-
erful influences. There is a strong tendency to privatize faith, to
push it to the margins of society, confining it to people’s hearts or,
at best, their homes, while excluding it from the market place of
ideas where social policy is formed and men and women acquire
their view of life and its meaning.

- “Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response—USCCB

Parish Checkbook this Week
Balance Forward 01/05/07 | 14,650.20
Income
Loose 215.00
Candles 7.50
Christmas Wafers -0-
Offertory SM 997.00
Offertory SP 178.00
Children’s Offering 10.00
Christmas 45.00
Mary Mother of God 40.00
Dues 292.00
Utilities 13.00
Debt Reduction 15.00
Habitat for Humanity 2.00
Initial Offering 130.00
Christmas Flower Collection -0-
National Collection: 1.00
Religious Retirement Fund
e ovttn
Transfer from Building Fund
Transfer from Fundraising
Total Income 1,985.50
Balance Forward 14,650.20
+ Total Income +1,985.50
Total Available Funds 16,635.70
Expenditures
Administration 2,425.26
Rectory 1,165.14
Liturgy 356.00
Religious Education -0-
Plant Operation and Maintenance 1,062.68
Insurance
Debt Repayment
Total Expenditures 5009.08
Funds Available 16,635.70
-Total Expenses -5,009.08
Balance (01/11/07) 11,626.62

“How shall | make a return

to the Lord for His goodneq

tome?”
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Just as a bridegroom rejoices over his
bride, God will rejoice over Jerusalem.

’ \I:II' \ﬁf a9 Find the hidden objects in the picture.
9
75

N =

Calor in all the shapes with an even number,

11 a1 3

%’

J | il b di Read about Jesus' first public
erusalem will be saved: miracle in John 2:1-11.
Then work the puzzle below.
Trace the letters.

Read each staternent. Mark an X in the true or false column.
Write the letters remaining on the lines below.
TRUE | FALSE
1. Jesus and His mother ware at the wedding. w G
2. The disciples were not thera. L E
3. Jesus was af a wedding in Home. (8] D
RESEEEE LTl mre LT e 4. They ran out of wine, D R
R . P R b 5. Mary told Jesus to go to the store and get Yy |
! I : -t R : .o SOMme wing.
B. Jesus told the servants to empty the water
Jars_ F N
7. The servants filled the jars to the brim with
water. G A
8. Jesus sent some water from the jars fo the
master of the banquet, D |
9. The banquet master watched them pour
water from the jars. T A
10. The banguet master thought the
bridegroom had saved the best wine for last. | Y H

Jesus revealed His

His disciples puttheir _____in Him.
68 7 &8 9 10
006 C1E - PTI Boa 7S Canlon, O 48735 « SO0 2923144+ weera Chikdserallulisbne ocom 706 7 « PO Moo 3300 Cardon, CH 8T8 « 00 5913104 « wra Chikdraralludisbres o
created using
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Printer Drive
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Parish
Community
of
St. Martin

of Tours
and

St. Paul
the

Apostle

R. R. 1 Box 396
Jackson, PA

Phone:
(570) 756-2541

Fax:
(570) 756-2105

E-Mail;
parish@martinoftours.com

Pastor
Rev. Kenneth M. Seegar

Parish Pastoral Council

Betsy Supancik, President
Michael Briechle

Mark Fallon

Diane Frye

Rachel Gilleran

Charlene Kempa

Chris Lake

Andrew Whitehead

Parish Finance Council

Michael Briechle, President
Richard Lake

Robert Lambert

Matthew Menapace

Russ Pepe

Rita Reavey

Betsy Supancik,

Religious Ed Program

Chris Lake, DRE
Charlene Kempa
Alfie Lambert
Maureen Maloney
Diane Monteforte
Amber Rockwell
Ruth Zeck

We're on the Web!

See us at:

www.martinoftours.com

Susquehanna Small Engine
Sales, Service and Repairs, bn

Home of service and reasonable prices.

We have the same price or less as the big Ho

Corinna Kinney—Licensed Manicurist
at the Hair Zoo in Clifford

222-3400 or 289-4169

Manicures - Pedicures - Pink & Whites - Acrylics - G
Repairs & Wraps - Nail Art & Piercing - Natural Nail C
Hand/Arm Massage - Foot/Leg Massage - Airbrushir
me Parrafin Dips

improvement stores, but we service what we|sell.

We carry everything from chain saws to garglen

tractors and everything in
between.

HOMEBOUND CARE AVAILABLE

Gift Certificates, Birthday Parties, Gift Packages
Wedding/Bridal Services, Manicure/Pedicure Parties

Husgvarna andStihl products availablg.

We repair all small engines

Located on Rt. 171 between Susquehanna gnd

Great Bend
570-853-4694

Tom McNamara — owner and parishioner

Your Ad can appear Here!
Contact
Jo Anne Hadnagy 570-727-3441
or
Matt Menapace 756-2935
to reserve your space today!

Hadnagy’s Mountain Hideaway
Frank and JoAnn Hadnagy
Proprietors
P. O. Box 9 -Stack Rd.
Thompson, PA 18465

Phone: 5707273441,

Fax: 5707272193

Lisa Winners Beauty Salon

Susquehanna (570) 853-2727
New Milford (570) 465-5353

Full Hair Care and Nail Salons

Carpet-Vinyl-Tile

The Carpet Catalog
Box 173, Jackson Ave.
Thompson, PA 18465
Sales and Installation

(570 727-3350

Hours: M-F 10a.m.—5 p.m., Sat. 9a.m.—1 p.ln.

Please
Patronize
Our
Sponsors

bels
are
ng -
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