
Feast of  the Holy Family
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At the time of the Gospel story Jesus is twelve years old. The family had gone up to 
Jerusalem for the feast of Passover.

Passover ordinarily lasts eight days, with the customary celebrations. Many villages 
were represented in the great procession to Jerusalem. They all watched out for each 
other’s children.

Joseph, Mary and Jesus got through the big holy days fine. Even the reading of the 
Haggadah, especially the Seder with its special foods, songs, and customs: the focal point 
of the Passover celebration. As expected, Jesus, obedient, stayed with his parents during 
these great moments. The savory and pungent odors did not escape him, mixed of course 
with animal and human fragrances, and surely with the even-then ancient dust of Jerusa-
lem.

At last it was time to go. Imagine reassembling the caravan and getting everything in 
order. Since everyone was going, there was no reason to think that your child would not 
be with friends or relatives, if not by your side.

The first day of walking/riding/being-carried goes by. Now the aromas are dust and 
camel sniffables. All in all the trip back is a happy time, remembering, having celebrated 
with so many others, recalling the earliest acts of God on behalf of his people.

As the sun sank toward its horizon, families came together for sleep. “Joseph, I think 
we should look for Jesus. He is probably lost in conversation with his friends.”

Little did she know.
No relative had seen him anywhere. The last sight friends had of him was yesterday.
In Jerusalem.
Mary’s heart crashed. Every mother on earth knows this feeling. Missing child. My 

child. Missing!
The pregnant trip to Bethlehem was nothing compared to the ache and urgency of 

their return to Jerusalem. They scour the cramped city not for one but for three days. 
Day One, looking everywhere, no sign of him. They sleep an hour or so. Day Two, looking 
everywhere, asking everyone, following every trail. He is not there. They cannot stave off 
images of kidnapping, accidents, slavery and on and on.

Day Three. Back to the temple, this time finally daring in their terror to enter right 
into the utterly private rooms where teachers and Rabbis debate minor and major points 
of scripture.

And there he was.
Perfectly at home for these eternal three days, the twelve year old, questioning the 

teachers and answering them. Imagine the parents' feelings.
“Son, how could you?”
His answer is strange and we are told that Mary pondered these events in her heart 

for years to come. "Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my 
Father's house?" Is this a good answer or a preposterous one? He needs a good spanking 
if he thinks deserting his parents is perfectly in order.

Yet, think about it. He did not come to earth in order to be Mary and Joseph’s child. 
Just the opposite. They came to earthly existence in order to prepare this boy for his role 
as an adult. The precious closeness of every family is meant to send young people out to 
be grown-ups. Or, to put it better, to go out as mature representatives of who God is, 
how God interacts with the world.

Jesus did this. When the time comes, let us too show that God is the top priority in 
our lives.

Passing Over

Fr. John Foley, S. J. of  the Center for Liturgy
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This Monday is the Solemnity of Mary Theotokos. It is a holy day of obliga-
tion; however, since it falls on a Monday, the obligation is abrogated. Mass in 
honor of Our Lady Theotokos will be celebrated at 9 a.m. on Monday morning. 

The title "Theotokos" specifically excludes the understanding of Mary as Mother of 
God in the eternal sense. Christians believe that God is the cause of all, with neither origin or 
source, and thus without mother. This stands in contrast to classical Graeco-Roman religion in 
particular, where a number of divine female figures appear as mother of other divinities, demi-
gods or heroes. For example, Juno was revered as the mother of Vulcan; Aphrodite, the mother 
of  Aeneas.

On the other hand, Christians believe the Son of God is begotten (born) of  God the 
Father from all eternity, but is born in time of Mary, the Theotokos. "Theotokos," then, refers to 
the Incarnation, when the divine person of God the Son took on human nature in addition to 
his pre-existing divine nature, this being made possible through Mary's cooperation. 

Since mainstream Christianity understands Jesus Christ as both fully God and fully 
human, they call Mary "Theotokos" to affirm the fullness of God's incarnation. The Council of 
Ephesus decreed, in opposition to those who denied Mary the title Theotokos ("the one who 
gives birth to God") but called her Christotokos ("the one who gives birth to Christ"), that Mary 

is Theotokos because her Son, Christ, is one person who is both God and man, divine and human. As  Cyril of Alexandria wrote, "I
am amazed that there are some who are entirely in doubt as to whether the holy Virgin should be called Theotokos or not. For if our 
Lord Jesus Christ is God, how is the holy Virgin who gave [him] birth, not God-bearer [Theotokos]?" (Epistle 1, to the monks of 
Egypt; PG 77:13B). Thus the significance of the title "Theotokos" lies more in what it says about Jesus than in what it says about 
Mary.

In the Orthodox church, because of the significance of Mary's status as "Theotokos" to Orthodox doctrine, it is defined as 
one of only two indispensable dogmas relating to her. The other is that she is a Virgin; . Other beliefs about Mary are expressed in the 
worship of the Orthodox Church but are not formally dogmatized or made a precondition of baptism. By contrast, the Roman Catho-
lic Church has formally defined as dogma numerous Marian beliefs.

January 1, 2007— Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God (Theotokos)

Holy Families
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The lovely gospel accounts that we revel in during these days of Christmastime hold up for us the image of 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, the Holy Family of Nazareth. And so we celebrate the Holy Family on the Sunday after 
Christmas Day. It’s easy to gaze on the images in the Christmas crib and recognize the holiness of the newborn Jesus, 
his mother and his guardian. It may be harder to look at your own children or parents or brothers and sisters and see 
reflections of that same holiness in them. After all, living together, you see each other’s bad sides as well as the good, 
the warts as well as the dimples.

But if we truly believe in what we are celebrating, the incarnation of God in the flesh, and the fact that Jesus 
saved us by his death and resurrection into which we are baptized, then we must cultivate the ability to see a reflection 
of the baby Jesus’ holiness in each child in our own families, to see the holiness of Mary and of Joseph reflected in 
ourselves as parents and in our own parents.

Maybe it will help to remember not just the gurgling baby Jesus in the crib, but also the toddler Jesus at age 
two — in his own version of the “terrible twos.” Or to meditate on Mary and Joseph changing diapers and picking up 
the ancient Palestinian version of Cheerios from the kitchen floor — and the living room floor and the bedroom floor 
and. . . . The gospels are silent about Jesus’ childhood, but truly human as well as truly God, Jesus no doubt had 
nosebleeds and skinned knees, tried dangerous stunts, didn’t get enough sleep sometimes and so was cranky. Maybe 
there were even battles over homework. (Jesus would have studied Hebrew and the scriptures.)

And think of Jesus as a teenager. We get a glimpse of him in the gospel of Matthew at age twelve, wandering 
off in Jerusalem, causing Mary and Joseph to panic. Of course he didn’t have the opportunity to take driver’s ed or ask 
for the car keys, but there were a myriad of other but similar parent-teen encounters, to be sure.

Some may find such speculation to be sacrilegious. “Jesus is perfect,” they’ll object. “Jesus is God!” How very 
true. And Jesus was a baby, a teenager, a young adult, too. True God, true man. And maybe, just maybe one of the 
delights of this Christmas season is that some of the small quirky things about us as human beings — the terrible twos, 
the teenage struggle for independence, parents’ angst about their child — maybe all of these are holy and part of what 
it means to grow toward perfection.

Glory in heaven and peace on earth, now and forever!

Copyright © 2002 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, 1800 North Hermitage Avenue, Chicago IL 60622-1101; 1-800-
933-1800; www.ltp.org. Text by David Philippart. Art by Steve Erspamer, sm. All rights reserved. Used with permission.

“We must see 

the holiness of 

Christ in each 

member of our 

own families”
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Current Events
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Happenings

Monday

New Year’s Day

Parish office closed

9:00 a.m. Mass SM

Tuesday

No Morning Mass

Parish Office Closed

Wednesday

9 a.m.  Mass 

Rectory Chapel

Thursday

9 a.m. Mass

Rectory Chapel

Study Group—10 a.m. Parish Hall

Friday

9 a.m. Mass

Rectory Chapel

Saturday

No Morning Mass

3 p.m.  Confessions

Church of St. Martin

Jackson

4 p.m. Vigil Mass

Solemnity of the Epiphany

Sunday

Solemnity of the Epiphany

Orthodox Christmas 

8 a.m.  Confessions

Church of St. Paul

Starucca

8:30 a.m. Sunday Mass

Church of St. Paul

Starucca

No Religious Education

Religious Education classes will 
resume in February

11:00 a.m. Sunday Mass

Church of St. Martin

Thank You

For all the cards and goodies and well-
wishes during the holiday season. They are 
greatly appreciated.

To all who helped to decorate the churches 
for the Christmas Feast. By all accounts, 
they have never looked better!!

To the choir and liturgical ministers who 
gave so generously of their time in prepar-
ing for and participating in the  Christmas 
Feast. 

To Family and Friends who gathered from 
far and near to rejoice with us in the Birth of 
our Savior. Their presence added greatly to 
our celebration.

New Year’s Greeting

Best Wishes for a Blessed and 
prosperous New Year are extended to all 
members of our parish family.

As we look forward to the year 
ahead, we know that we can rely on the 
loving Providence of God to supply for all 
our needs. We also recognize that we, 
too, must co-operate with his grace to 
achieve all that He wants us to achieve. 
So, there is no sitting back on our 
haunches—we must be busy about the 
work of the Kingdom of God. There will be 
more of this in the coming weeks as we 
begin to flesh out the future of our parish 
community. 

For now, let us rejoice in the 
nearness of our God and let us grasp 
firmly the hope to which he has called us. 

May Mary, the Mother of the Re-
deemer continue to intercede for us so 
that we may be wise stewards of the 
graces God grants us this New Year.

Day of Prayer and Recollection

“Waiting on God” - with Sr. Gertrude Grimes

St. Anne’s Basilica—Scranton

Monday, January 15,2007.

Conference, Opportunity for Reconciliation, 
Eucharist (Mass), Lunch, Quiet time, and fellow-
ship. 

Free will offering

For more information contact Sr. Gertrude Grimes 
at 383-2763.

    You may have noticed some new envelopes in your Janu-
ary packets. These were necessitated by the current finan-
cial situation of the parish.

A fuel offering will be collected each month. We ask a minimum 
donation of $5.00 per family each month to cover the monthly cost 
of $700.00 for fuel for our parish buildings.

A debt reduction envelope—to cover the repayment of the Diocesan 
Loan which was taken to complete the renovation to the foyer of St. 
Martin’s Church. The principal balance in July 2006 was 23,244.68. 
The current balance as of December 31st was $21,862.60. We are 
currently paying 395.00 toward the principal and 105.00 toward the 

interest on this loan each month. The faster we can get it paid off, the better our financial 
future will be.

An envelope for Diocesan Assessment—this is to cover the cost of our parish assessments, 
insurance, benefits, etc. 

We ask you to be as generous in these collections as your means allow.  The financial future 
of YOUR Parish depends upon it.
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Mass Schedule for the Week of January 1st -7th, 2007 
9:00 a.m. 
unless other-
wise posted

Feast Intention Offered by

Solemnity of Mary Theotokos (New Year’s Day)

Feast Day
Monday 9:00 

a.m. SM Parishioners Pastor

Tuesday
Basil the Great

Gregory Nazianzen
No Mass Scheduled

Wednesday Holy Name of Jesus Deceased Members of
Laskowski Family Family

Thursday Elizabeth Ann Seton Ally Dixon Paul & Carol Oleyar

Friday
John Neumann

FIRST FRIDAY
Richard Gralewski Audrie Dembowski

Saturday Andre Bessette No Mass Scheduled

Solemnity of the Epiphany

Vigil 4:00 p.m.  SM Matthew Menapace Betty & Matt

Sunday 8:30 a.m.   SP George Hubel Family

Sunday 11:00 a.m.  SM Parishioners Pastor

Feast of the Week

The Holy Name of Jesus

gave the animals names in accordance 
with their being. Among the Jews God's 
name expressed His essence, Yahweh, 
i.e., I (alone) am who am (and cause all 
else to be). The Jews had the highest re-
spect for the name of God, a reverence 
that finds continuation in the Our Father: 
"Hallowed be Thy Name."

Persons who played prominent roles in the 
history of salvation often received their 
names from God Himself. Adam — man of 
the earth; Eve — mother of all the living; 
Abraham — father of many nations; Peter 
— the rock. The Savior's precursor was 
given the name God assigned him. Ac-
cording to divine precedent, then, the 
name of the Redeemer should not be acci-
dental, of human choosing, but given by 
God Himself. For His name should express 
His mission. We read in Sacred Scripture 
how the angel Gabriel revealed that name 
to Mary: "You shall call His name Jesus." 
And to St. Joseph the angel not merely 
revealed the name but explained its 
meaning: "You shall call His name Jesus, 
for He shall save His people from their 
sins." The Messiah should not only be the 
savior, but should be called Savior. With 
Jesus, therefore, the name actually tells 
the purpose of His existence. This is why 
we must esteem His name as sacred. 
Whenever we pronounce it, we ought to 
bow our heads; for the very name reminds 
us of the greatest favor we have ever 
received, salvation. —The Church's Year of 
Grace , Pius Parsch

during the pontificate of Innocent XIII. 
The month of January has traditionally 
been dedicated to the Holy Name of 
Jesus.

This feast marks no progress in 
the development of the Church year. It 
merely embellishes the occasion just ob-
served when the Child received the Name 
Jesus as had been foretold by the angel. 
The feast is meant to impress on us Chris-
tians the dignity of the Holy Name. It is a 
relatively new feast, stemming out of de-
votional piety. Nevertheless, it is not diffi-
cult to find in it some liturgical or ancient 
Christian dogma. What did a name signify 
originally? The name should express the 
nature of a thing. Thus Adam in paradise 

The Church celebrates the me-
morial of the Most Holy Name of Jesus. 
Before the reform of the Roman Calendar 
this feast was celebrated on January 2. In 
the liturgical revisions of Vatican II, the 
feast was removed, though a votive Mass 
to the Holy Name of Jesus had been re-
tained for devotional use. With the re-
lease of the revised Roman Missal in 
March 2002, the feast was restored as an 
optional memorial on January 3.

The Church reveals to us the wonders of 
the Incarnate Word by singing the glories 
of His name. The name of Jesus means 
Savior; it had been shown in a dream to 
Joseph together with its meaning and to 
Our Lady at the annunciation by the Arch-
angel Gabriel.

Devotion to the Holy Name is deeply 
rooted in the Sacred Scriptures, especially 
in the Acts of the Apostles. It was pro-
moted in a special manner by St. Bernard, 
St. Bernardine of Siena, St. John Capis-
trano and by the Franciscan Order. It was 
extended to the whole Church in 1727 

Monday

Mary, 

Theotokos

Numbers 6:22-27

Galatians 4:4-7

Luke 2:16-21

Tuesday
Sts. Basil & Gregory

I John 2:2:22-28

John 1:19-28

Wednesday
Holy Name of Jesus

I John 2:29-3:6

John 1:29-33

Thursday
St. Elizabeth Ann

I John 3:7 - 10

John 1:35-42

Friday
St. John Neumann

I John 3: 11-21

John 1:43-51

Saturday 
Blessed Andre 

Bessett

I John 5:5-13

Mark:1:7-11

Sunday
Solemnity of the 
Epiphany

Isaiah 60:1-6

Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6

Matthew 2: 1-12

Scriptures for the Week
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The Twelve Days of Christmas  is 
probably the most misunderstood part of the 
church year among Christians who are not part 
of liturgical church traditions. Contrary to much 
popular belief, these are not the twelve days 
before  Christmas, but in most of the Western 
Church are the twelve days from Christmas until 
the beginning of Epiphany  (January 6th; the 12 
days count from December 25th until January 
5th). In some traditions, the first day of Christ-
mas begins on the evening of December 25th 
but the following day is considered the First Day 
of Christmas (December 26th).

The origin of the Twelve Days is com-
plicated, and is related to differences in calen-
dars, church traditions, and ways to observe 
this holy day in various cultures (see Christ-
mas).  In the Western church, Epiphany is usu-
ally celebrated as the time the Wise Men or Magi 
arrived to present gifts to the young Jesus 
(Matt. 2:1-12). Traditionally there were three 
Magi, probably from the fact of three gifts, even 
though the biblical narrative never says how 
many Magi came.  In some cultures, especially 
Hispanic and Latin American culture, January 
6th is observed as Three Kings Day, or simply 
the Day of the Kings (Span: la Fiesta de Reyes , 
el Dia de los Tres Reyes , or el Dia de los Reyes 
Magos ; Dutch: Driekoningendag ).  Even though 
December 25th is celebrated as Christmas in 
these cultures, January 6th is often the day for 
giving gifts. In some places it is traditional to 
give Christmas gifts for each of the Twelve Days 
of Christmas. Since Eastern Orthodox traditions 
use a different religious calendar, they celebrate 
Christmas on January 7th and observe Epiphany 
or Theophany on January 19th.

By the 16th century, some European 
and Scandinavian cultures had combined the 
Twelve Days of Christmas  with (sometimes 
pagan) festivals celebrating the changing of the 
year. These were usually associated with driving 
away evil spirits for the start of the new year.

The Twelfth Night  is January 5th, 
the last day of the Christmas Season before 
Epiphany (January 6th). In some church tradi-
tions, January 5th is considered the eleventh 
Day of Christmas, while the evening of January 
5th is still counted as the Twelfth Night, the 
beginning of the Twelfth day of Christmas the 
following day.  Twelfth Night often included 
feasting along with the removal of Christmas 
decorations. French and English celebrations of 
Twelfth Night included a King's Cake , remem-

bering the visit of the Three Magi, and ale or wine (a 
King's Cake is part of the observance of Mardi Gras
in French Catholic culture of the Southern USA).  In 
some cultures, the King's Cake  was part of the 
celebration of the day of Epiphany.

The popular song "The Twelve Days of 
Christmas" is usually seen as simply a nonsense 
song for children. However, some have suggested 
that it is a song of Christian instruction dating to the 
16th century religious wars in England, with hidden 
references to the basic teachings of the Faith.  They 
contend that it was a mnemonic device to teach the 
catechism to youngsters. The "true love" mentioned 
in the song is not an earthly suitor, but refers to God 
Himself. The "me" who receives the presents refers 
to every baptized person who is part of the Christian 
Faith. Each of the "days" represents some aspect of 
the Christian Faith that was important for children to 
learn.

However, many have questioned the his-
torical accuracy of this origin of the song The Twelve 
Days of Christmas .  It seems that some have made 
an issue out of trying to debunk this as an "urban 
myth," some in the name of historical accuracy and 
some out of personal agendas.  There is little "hard" 
evidence available either way.  Some church histori-
ans affirm this account as basically accurate, while 
others point out apparent historical discrepancies. 
However, the "evidence" on both sides is mostly in 
logical deduction and probabilities.  One internet site 
devoted to debunking hoaxes and legends says that, 
"there is no substantive evidence to demonstrate 
that the song 'The Twelve Days of Christmas' was 
created or used as a secret means of preserving 
tenets of the Catholic faith, or that this claim is any-
thing but a fanciful modern day speculation. . .."
What is omitted is that there is no "substantive evi-
dence" that will disprove it either.

It is certainly possible that this view of the 
song is legendary or anecdotal. Without corrobora-
tion and in the absence of "substantive evidence," 
we probably should not take rigid positions on either 
side and turn the song into a crusade for personal 
opinions.  That would do more to violate the spirit of 
Christmas than the song is worth.  So, for the sake 
of historical accuracy, we need to acknowledge this 
uncertainty.

However, on another level, this uncer-
tainty should not prevent us from using the song in 
celebration of Christmas. Many of the symbols of 
Christianity were not originally religious, including 
even the present date of Christmas, but were appro-
priated from contemporary culture by the Christian 
Faith as vehicles of worship and proclamation. Per-
haps, when all is said and done, historical accuracy 
is not really the point.  Perhaps more important is 
that Christians can celebrate their rich heritage, and 
God's grace, through one more avenue this Christ-
mas. Now, when they hear what they once thought 
was a secular "nonsense song,"  they will be re-
minded in one more way of the grace of God work-
ing in transforming ways in their lives and in our 
world.  After all, is that not the meaning of Christ-
mas anyway?

A Partridge in a pear tree????
The truth about Christmastide
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Liturgical Ministers

Solemnity of Mary Mather of God
January 1, 2007

9:00 a.m. St. Martin’s

Solemnity of the Epiphany of the 
Lord

January 6-7, 2007
Vigil 4  p.m.
St. Martin’s

8:30 a.m. St. Paul’s

11:00 a.m. St. Martin’s

Servers

Lectors Barry Corrigan

EMOC Marlene Mazzocchi

Servers R.J. Klein
Olivia Klein

Lectors Bob Klein

EMOC Matt Menapace

Servers

Lectors Rachael Gilleran

EMOC Marilyn Czachor

Servers Kaitlyn Flor
Tara Flor

Lectors Eileen Hartmann

EMOC Andrew Whitehead
Alfie Lambert
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“How shall I make a 

return to the Lord for 

His goodness tome?”
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Your Offering 

Loose  5,310.00

Candles       6.00

Offertory SM   700.00

Offertory SP   243.00

Children’s Offering        9.01

Immaculate Conception      9.00

Christmas   360.00

Mary Mother of God (New Years)    25.00

Dues      8.00

Fuel     10.00

Christmas Flowers    25.00

Your offering to the Parish 6,715.01

National Collections

(Donations to these collections are sent to the Diocese)

Retirement Fund for Religious

Total National Collections

Other Collections

(Your contributions benefit various charities)

Habitat for Humanity   73.00

Total Other Collections   73.00

Building Fund

Building Fund

Total Building Fund

Total Deposits last Sunday 6,788.01

Christmas Wafers      10.00

Thanksgiving   

Sunday, 12/24 Christmas

2,307.04

-0-

.50

283.00

-0-

9.00

-0-

2,641.00

-0-

50.00

8.00

5,298.54

38.00

38.00

5,336.54

Parish Checkbook this Week

Balance Forward (12/21/06) 963.89

Income

Loose 7,617.04
Candles       6.50
Christmas Wafers     10.00
Offertory SM    983.00
Offertory SP    243.00
Children’s Offering      18.01

Christmas 3,001.00
Mary Mother of God     25.00
Dues     58.00
Utilities     10.00
Habitat for Humanity     111.00
Christmas Flower Collection     33.00
National Collection: 

   -0-

Transfer from Building Fund -0-
Transfer from Fundraising -0-
Total Income 12,124.55

Balance Forward       963.89
+ Total Income  12, 124.55
Total Available Funds 13,088.44

Expenditures

Administration -0-
Rectory -0-
Liturgy -0-
Religious Education -0-
Plant Operation and Maintenance -0-
Insurance -0-
Debt Repayment -0-

Total Expenditures -0-

Funds Available 13,088. 44

-Total Expenses        -0.00

Balance (12/28/06)      13,088.44

Immaculate Conception       9.00

“Each person should give

what he in his heart has decided to give –

not reluctantly or under compulsion

for God loves a cheerful giver.”
                                                    Second Corinthians 9:7

Financial 
Stewardship
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The The The 
Parish Parish Parish 

Community Community Community 
of of of 

St. Martin St. Martin St. Martin 
of Tours of Tours of Tours 

and and and 
St. Paul St. Paul St. Paul 

the the the 
ApostleApostleApostle

R. R. 1 Box 396
Jackson, PA

 Phone:
(570) 756-2451

 Fax:
(570) 756-2105

 E-Mail:
parish@martinoftours.com

Pastor
Rev. Kenneth M. Seegar

Parish Pastoral Council

Betsy Supancik, President 
Michael Briechle
Mark Fallon
Diane Frye     
Rachel Gilleran
Charlene Kempa
Chris Lake
Andrew Whitehead

Parish Finance Council

Michael Briechle, President
Richard Lake
Robert Lambert
Matthew Menapace 
Russ Pepe
Rita Reavey
Betsy Supancik,

Religious Ed Program

Chris Lake, DRE
Charlene Kempa
Alfie Lambert
Maureen Maloney
Diane Monteforte
Amber Rockwell
Ruth Zeck

We’re on the Web!
See us at:

www.martinoftours.com

Susquehanna Smal l  Engine Susquehanna Smal l  Engine 

Sales, Serv ice and Repai rs,  InSales, Serv ice and Repai rs,  Incc

 Home of service and reasonable prices. 

 We have the same price or less as the big home 
improvement stores, but we service what we sell. 
We carry everything from chain saws to garden 

tractors and everything in 

between. 

Husqvarna and Stihl products available.

We repair all small engines

Located on Rt. 171 between Susquehanna and 
Great Bend

570-853-4694

Tom McNamara – owner and parishioner

Corinna Kinney—Licensed Manicurist
at the Hair Zoo in Clifford

222-3400 or 289-4169
Manicures - Pedicures -  Pink & Whites - Acrylics - Gels  

Repairs & Wraps - Nail Art & Piercing - Natural Nail Care 
Hand/Arm Massage - Foot/Leg Massage - Airbrushing -

Parrafin Dips

HOMEBOUND CARE AVAILABLE

Gift Certificates, Birthday Parties, Gift Packages
Wedding/Bridal Services, Manicure/Pedicure Parties

Your Ad can appear Here!
Contact 

Jo Anne Hadnagy 570-727-3441 

or 

Matt Menapace 756-2935

to reserve your space today!

Hadnagy’s Mountain Hideaway
Frank and JoAnn Hadnagy

Proprietors

P. O. Box 9  -Stack Rd.

Thompson, PA 18465

Phone: 5707273441,            Fax: 5707272193

Lisa Winners Beauty Salon

Susquehanna (570) 853-2727

New Milford (570) 465-5353

Full Hair Care and Nail Salons

Carpet-Vinyl-Tile

The Carpet Catalog
Box 173, Jackson Ave.

Thompson, PA 18465

Sales and Installation

(570 727-3350 

Hours: M-F 10a.m.—5 p.m., Sat. 9a.m.—1 p.m. 

Please 
Patronize

Our 
Sponsors 
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Thomas Becket was born in 1118 of a merchant family. He studied in London and Paris, entered the service of Archbishop 
Theobald of Canterbury, became Lord Chancellor under King Henry II in 1155, and in 1162 Archbishop of Canterbury. Till then a 
submissive courtier, he now initiated a fearless struggle against the king for the freedom of the Church and the inviolability of 
ecclesiastical property, occasioning his imprisonment, exile, and finally martyrdom (December 29, 1170). Canonization came 
quickly (1173); in 1539 King Henry VIII ordered his remains burned.

Formerly the Breviary included this summary of the saint's last days: "Calumniators informed the king that the bishop was 
agitating against him and the peace of the realm; and the king retorted that with one such priest he could not live in peace. 
Hearing the royal displeasure, several godless courtiers agreed to do their sovereign a favor by assassinating Thomas. Secretly 
they traveled to Canterbury and fell upon the bishop while he was attending Vespers. His priests rushed to his aid and tried to 
bar the church door; Thomas opened it himself with these words: The house of God may not be defended like a fortress. I gladly 
face death for the Church of God. Then to the soldiers: I command it in the Name of God: No harm may be done to any of mine. 
Thereupon he cast himself on his knees, commended his flock and himself to God, to the Blessed Virgin Mary, to St. Denis and 
other holy patrons of his church, and with the same heroic courage with which he had withstood the king's laws, he bowed his 
holy head to the sacrilegious sword on December 29, 1170."

With all the strength that is given us for the defense of God's rights, we must resist those who seek to subject the Church to 
their power, even if they are those to whom on other grounds we owe service. In St. Thomas of Canterbury the Church cele-
brates one of her great bishops; by applying to him the Gospel of the Good Shepherd she venerates in him the true pastor of 
Christ's flock who gave his life for his sheep.
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