
Second Sunday of  Advent

Prepare the Way!

10 December 2006
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Fr. John Foley, S. J. of  the Center for Liturgy
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The Church’s world-wide retreat in preparation for Christmas now begins its second week. 
Advent, the quiet time, the great contrast with our culture’s wild consumer-bonanza. 

The consumer bonanza is a blessing in many ways, I suppose, but it shields our eyes against 
what needs to be prayed for.

Not just the unstoppable, open sale and use of drugs in high-schools and grade schools, not 
just sexual promiscuity as a way of life that is being aggressively marketed to the every segment of 
the population, but also the increasing collapse of commonly shared values in favor of the “new 
morality,” which is really dissolution of the ties that bind a culture together. 

Riveted by confusion and sadness, who can just lie back and enjoy Advent? 

The First Readingalmost makes it worse.

“Remove your robe of grief and misery; put on the splendor of 
God’s glory forever: wrapped in the cloak of justice from God, bear on 
your head the diadem that displays the glory of the eternal name.”

Has someone quietly lost their mind? We are to be named by God the peace of justice, the 
glory of God on earth? Is Church just irreparably cut off from the “real world,” hiding in pews and 
doting on this kind of a comforting and “nice” view of life?

I think not. I think we are being asked to undergo some revision, some stretching in our ap-
proach to life and in our approach to tragedy.

Christ is gestating right now in our hearts, just as you and I did in our mother’s womb. We 
have to stretch! He will be born not to make the world pleasant and polite, but to connect it at its 
very roots with the mysterious depths of God.

Doesn’t that make it worth the streeech? He comes not just to our charcoal-grilling parties in 
the back yard, our dreams of a successful careers, our happiness and cheer, our new automobiles, 
but also and importantly, this child will be born into the craggy mountains and deep gorges of our 
lives. 

You know a lot about these, if you are a human being. What sadness are you hiding from? 
What mountain is currently too high to approach? What utter failure hides in the recesses of your 
heart? Only one possible solution exists for these troubles, giant and small: to let God’s depths be 
an intimate part of your own soul.

Will you let him be born in you this year, a little more than in the past? Are you willing to let 
your insides stretch wider than ever before and so make room? Streeetch.

You do not have to be capable of such a feat all by yourself. As Paul says in the Second Read-
ing, “the one who began the good work in you will continue to complete it until the day of Christ 
Jesus.” 

Rely on the tender care of God and of his carefully-tending mother. Allow them to help you 
dis-close yourself, to reveal a few more doors that have been shut for too long. Fear has ruled you, 
and Advent care can help you.

Once upon a time, the word of God came to John, son of Zechariah (John the Baptist) in the 
desert, and he began announcing the coming of Jesus (Gospel). 

Listen. 

“Prepare the way of the Lord” inside yourself. 
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Share in the Care
$0.94 of each dollar donated benefit 

frail and elderly religious.
Grant distributions and diocesan dona-

tions are listed in the National Reli-
gious Retirement Office Annual Re-
port, online at: www.usccb.org/nrro.

National Religious Retirement 
Office
3211 Fourth Street NE
Washington DC 20017-1194
Telephone (202) 541-3215
Fax (202) 541-3053

For parish collections:
Make check payable to your parish 
(put RFR on memo line).

For contributions by mail:
Make check payable to Retirement 
Fund for Religious. 

The total amount donated 
since 1988—almost $500 
million—would pay for just 
one year of skilled nursing 
and assisted living for more 
than 11,000 religious in 
need of such care today. 
Even the extraordinary re-
sponse to this appeal actu-
ally represents a donation of 
only one dollar per year per 
adult Catholic in the United 
States.
Retirement Fund for Reli-
gious Please give gener-
ously

Please do not mail cash.
Please include the following infor-
mation:
Amount:
$1,000 $500 $250 $100
$50 $25 Other $______
Name
Address
City
State Zip code
(Arch) Diocese

©2006 United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, Washington DC. All Rights Re-
served. Photographer Jim Judkis. Data ob-
tained from the NRRO database as of March 
30, 2006.

NRRO financial data extracted 
from the full audited financials 
that can be viewed on our web 
site or made available on re-
quest.

Special Collection This Weekend: Retirement Fund for Religious

Locusts and Honey

“Behold the 

Voice of one 

crying in the 

wilderness: 

Prepare the 

way of the 

Lord!”

          Luke 3:1-6
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John the Baptist bridges the era of the prophets and the coming 
age of the Messiah. He is both the last of the great prophets 
before Christ and the first herald of the gospel. The Eastern 
churches have deep reverence for John, and they call him the 
Great Forerunner of Christ. The early church, too, had high 
respect for him, and his story is intertwined with the story of 
Jesus in the beginning of the gospel of Luke.

John’s message is fire and his manner chills like the 
winter wind. He is a man of vast contrasts, eating locusts and 
wild honey, living in the desert and baptizing in water. He speaks 
truth to power, defying King Herod to his face. He stands up for 
what is right and he pays with his life. We recalled the beheading 
of John the Baptist on August 29. And we celebrated his birth on 
June 24 — an important holiday in Quebec! Soon, we will 
celebrate the birth of Jesus on December 25. There’s a 
connection between John and Jesus even in our calendar.

In the fourth gospel, John the Baptist says of Jesus, “I 
must decrease and he must increase.” In times past, June 24 
was thought to be the first day of summer, the longest day of 
the year. (We now know that to be June 21.) After this date, the 
days start to become shorter, second by second, until December 
21, the first day of winter and the shortest day of the year. In 
times past, people thought that December 24 was the shortest 
day of the year, and that on December 25, the days began to 
grow longer, second by second. So what John says happens 
every year: On his birthday, the sun is at its most glorious. But 
then it diminishes until the birth of the Son of God, when it 
gathers strength and glory again. Jesus himself said it: “There is 
no man born of woman greater than John the Baptist.”

Copyright © 2002 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, 1800 North Hermitage 
Avenue, Chicago IL 60622-1101; 1-800-933-1800; www.ltp.org. Text by David Philippart. All rights reserved. Used with permission.
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Christmas Raffle 

and Santa Shoppe

Stop by and check 
out the Santa Shoppe and 
Christmas Raffle in the vesti-
bule of St. Martin’s Church. 
There are several baskets 
with a Christmas Theme to be 
raffled off as well as gifts and 
stocking stuffers. Don’t miss 
it!

Diocesan Annual Appeal
       Reports from the Diocesan 
Office of the Diocesan Annual 
Appeal indicate that our parish 
is only at 50% of its goal of 
$11,000.00. In past years, our 
parish made or surpassed its 
goal. 

     We ask all parishioners who 
have not yet made a pledge to 
the Diocesan Annual Appeal to 
do so as soon as possible. 

      If we do not reach our goal 
through your pledges and dona-
tions, the deficit will have to be 
made up from parish funds—a 
Fate we cannot afford at this 
time!

Please give to the Diocesan An-
nual Appeal as soon as possible! 

Current Events
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Happenings

Monday

No Morning Mass

Rectory office closed

Tuesday

No Morning Mass

Rectory Office Closed

Wednesday

9 a.m.  Mass 

Rectory Chapel

Thursday

9 a.m. Mass

Rectory Chapel

10 a.m. Study Group

Friday

9 a.m. Mass

Rectory Chapel

Saturday

No Morning Mass

3 p.m.  Confessions

Church of St. Martin

Jackson

4 p.m. Vigil Mass

Third Sunday of Advent

Third Sunday of Advent

(Gaudete Sunday)

8 a.m.  Confessions

Church of St. Paul

Starucca

8:30 a.m. Sunday Mass

Church of St. Paul

Starucca

9:00 a.m. 

Religious Education

St. Martin’s Hall

Jackson

11:00 a.m. Sunday Mass

Church of St. Martin

Jackson

4:00 p.m. Advent Reconciliation 
Service (Confessions)

Christmas Choir 
Rehearsals

Sunday, Dec. 10         12:00

Wed., December 13 7:00 – 9:00

Sunday, Dec. 17   12:00 – 1:00

Wed. Dec 20    7:00 pm 

All are Welcome!

Thank You
�”�� To all who helped to prepare 

and deliver the Hospitality 
Baskets last Saturday. They 
brought much joy to our 
homebound and sorrowing. 
May God reward you for your 
goodness!

�”�� To Chris Lake who prepared 
the Advent “Jesse Tree” at St. 
Martin’s. It is an innovative 
interpretation on the tradi-
tional Advent wreath. As the 
lights spiral toward the top, 
we grow closer to God who 
comes to greet us.

Christmas Weekend
Mass Schedule
December 23-24th

 4th Sunday of Advent

Vigil 4 p.m. St. Martins

Sunday 8:30 a.m. St. Paul’s

THERE WILL BE NO 11 A.M. MASS 
AT ST. MARTIN’S

December 24-25

Solemnity of the Nativity 
of the Lord

Vigil 4 p.m. St, Martin’s

Christmas Day

8:30 a.m. St. Paul’s

11:00 a.m. St. Martin’s

History of Advent

In 490, Bishop Perpetuus of Tours officially declared Advent a penitential season in the 

Frankish Church of Western Europe, ordering a fast on three days of every week from No-

vember 11 till Christmas. This forty days' fast, similar to Lent, was originally called Quad-

ragesima Sancti Martini  (Forty Days' Fast of Saint Martin's).

By contrast, the Advent season of the Roman liturgy, developing a century after that of the 

Frankish Church, was a non-penitential, festive and joyful time of preparation for Christmas. 

By the thirteenth century a compromise was reached, which combined the fasting and peni-

tential character of the Gallic observance with the Mass texts and shorter four-week cycle of 

the Roman Advent liturgy. The liturgy of Advent remained substantially unaltered until Vati-

can II mandated a few minor changes to more clearly delineate the spirit of the Lenten and 

Advent seasons.

Please Pray for
Dolores Goodger, who is 

recuperating in Allied Ser-
vices, Scranton, following a 
recent fall at home;

Patrick Lambert, recover-
ing from a basketball related 
injury;

Louis Urso, who recently 
suffered a heart attack at 44 
years of age;

Melvin Darrow, who has 
suffered from rheumatoid 
arthritis all his life and is 
now awaiting a liver trans-
plant.

Diane Fry, who is recover-
ing from cardiac catheriza-
tion at Mercy, Scranton.
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Mass Schedule for the Week of December 11th– 17th 
9:00 a.m. unless 
otherwise posted Feast Intention Offered by

Monday Damasus I No Mass Scheduled

Tuesday Our Lady of Guadalupe No Mass Scheduled

Wednesday Lucy Louis Mazzocchi Marlene & Family

Thursday John of the Cross Richard Gralewski Audrie Dembowski

Friday Advent Weekday Mr. & Mrs. Paul Oleyar Jr. Mr. & Mrs. Paul Oleyar

Saturday Advent Weekday No Mass Scheduled

Third Sunday of Advent

Vigil 4:00 p.m.  SM Barry J. Figured Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Figured

Sunday 8:30 a.m.   SP Parishioners Pastor

Sunday 11:00 a.m.  SM Mary Ostrowski Family

Saint of the Week St. Lucy

God's servants the right words will not 
be wanting, for the Holy Spirit speaks 
in us." "Yes," she continued, "all who live 
piously and chastely are temples of the 
Holy Spirit." "Then," he replied, "I shall 
order you put with prostitutes and the 
Holy Spirit will depart from you." Lucy: 
"If I am dishonored against my will, my 
chastity will secure for me a double 
crown of victory."

Aflame with anger, the judge 
imposed the threatened order. But 
God made the virgin solidly firm in her 
place and no force could move her. 
"With such might did the Holy Spirit 
hold her firm that the virgin of Christ 
remained immovable." Thereupon 
they poured heated pitch and resin 
over her: "I have begged my Lord Jesus 
Christ that this fire have no power over 
me. And in testimony of Him I have 
asked a postponement of my death." 
When she had endured all this without 
the least injury, they pierced her throat 
with a sword. Thus she victoriously 
ended her martyrdom.

Excerpted from The Church's Year of Grace , Pius 
Parsch.

great popular veneration accorded her 
since most ancient times. The Acts de-
tailing her sufferings, however, merit 
little credence. According to these she 
made a pilgrimage to Catonia with her 
mother, who suffered from hemor-
rhage, to venerate the body of St. 
Agatha. After praying devoutly at the 
tomb, Agatha appeared to her in a 
dream and consoled her: "O virgin 
Lucy, why do you ask of me what you 
yourself can procure for your mother? 
For your faith too has come to her aid 
and therefore she has been cured. By 
your virginity you have indeed pre-
pared for God a lovely dwelling." And 
her mother actually was healed.

Immediately Lucy asked per-
mission to remain a virgin and to dis-
tribute her future dowry among 
Christ's poor. Child and mother re-
turned to their native city of Syracuse, 
and Lucy proceeded to distribute the 
full proceeds from the sale of her prop-
erty among the poor. When a young 
man, to whom Lucy's parents had 
promised the virgin's hand against her 
will, had heard of the development, he 
reported her to the city prefect as a 
Christian. "Your words will be silenced," 
the prefect said to her, "when the storm 
of blows falls upon you!" The virgin: "To 

Today's feast can easily be har-
monized with Advent themes. The very 
name Lucy pulsates with light, a living 
symbol amid the season's darkness (the 
days are now the shortest of the year). As 
a wise virgin Lucy advances with a burn-
ing lamp to meet the Bridegroom. She 
typifies the Church and the soul now pre-
paring their bridal robes for a Christmas 
marriage.

That the famous Sicilian martyr 
really lived may be deduced from the 
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"Hear me and understand well, my 
son the least, that nothing should 
frighten or grieve you. Let not your 
heart be disturbed. Do not fear that 
sickness, nor any other sickness or 
anguish. Am I not here, who am your 
Mother? Are you not under my pro-
tection? Am I not your health? Are 
you not happily within my fold? 
What else do you 
wish? Do not 
grieve nor be dis-
turbed by any-
thing." 
— Our Lady to 
Juan Diego

In the win-
ter of 1531, a 
poor, 57-year-old 
Aztec Indian living 
five miles outside 
of Mexico City en-
countered a mi-
raculous happen-
ing on his way to 
morning Mass. 
First he heard 
strange music 
coming from Tepe-
yac Hill, and then 
he heard a 
woman's voice 
calling his name. 
Juan Diego climbed 
the hill and en-
countered a young 
woman, appearing 
to be of his own people in physical 
appearance and dress. The woman 
identified herself as the Virgin Mary, 
and told Juan Diego to ask the bishop 
of Mexico City to build a church on 
the hill to assist in the conversion of 
the nation and be a source of conso-
lation to the people.

Juan Diego obeyed the re-
quest, but the bishop was skeptical 
regarding the message, even though 
he perceived that Juan was a hum-
ble, and well meaning Catholic. Juan 
reported the bishop's doubt to Our 
Lady at Tepeyac Hill, and she asked 
him to return to the bishop once 
again, bearing the same message. 
The bishop once again heard the 

story, and told Juan Diego to ask Our 
Lady for a sign that it was indeed herself 
that wished for the church to be built.

When he returned to the hill, 
Mary gave Juan Diego such a sign. Mi-
raculously, roses appeared on the hill in 
the middle of winter, and Juan gathered 
them in his tilma, or cloak. Our Lady ar-
ranged the roses in his tilma with her 

own hands, and Juan 
returned to the 
bishop's presence. 
When Juan released 
the tilma, allowing the 
flowers to fall to the 
floor, it was revealed 
that a miraculous im-
age of Our Lady had 
imprinted itself on his 
tilma.

The bishop immedi-
ately fell to his knees, 
and came to believe in 
Juan Diego's mes-
sage. A church was 
built on the spot of 
the apparition, as 
Mary had requested, 
and 8 million people 
converted to Catholi-
cism in a short period 
of time upon hearing 
of or viewing the mi-
raculous image of Our 
Lady.

The tilma of Juan 
Diego has been the subject of much 
modern research. The tilma, woven out 
of coarse cactus fiber, should have disin-
tegrated after 20 years, but although 
over 500 years have passed the tilma is 
still in perfect condition. The pupils of 
Mary in the picture reflect the Indians 
and clergy present at the time of the 
first revelation of the image. No paint 
was used, and chemical analysis has not 
been able to identify the color imprint. 
Additionally, studies have revealed that 
the stars on Mary's mantle match exactly 
what a Mexican would have seen in the 
sky in December of 1531.

Our Lady of the Americas
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Liturgical Ministers

Schedule

Third Sunday of Advent
December 16-17

Vigil 4  p.m.
St. Martin’s

8:30 a.m. St. Paul’s 

11:00 a.m. St. Martin’s

All Liturgical Ministers are re-
minded that if they cannot serve 
a particular assignment, they are 
to procure their own replace-
ment.

Betsy is finalizing the Christmas 
and New Year Schedule. Please 
notify her if you will be available 
for Christmas Eve, Christmas Day 
and New Year’s Day. 

Servers Christina Zeck

Lectors Barbara Passarelli

EMOC Ruth Zeck

Servers Meghan Gilleran

Lectors Rachael Gilleran

EMOC Marilyn Czachor

Servers Justin Lee

Theresa Whitehead

Lectors Denise Finegan

EMOC Andy Whitehead

Alfie Lambert

Betsy Supancik
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lived experience?

3. If I am to work to be 
an effective Christian 
steward, with the 
help of God's grace, 
what will it cost me in 
terms of personal 
sacrifice and hard-
ship? Am I willing to 
take the next step?

4. How am I reaching 
out to invite others to 
recognize their gifts? 
What opportunities do 

1. What resources, tal-
ents, and abilities has 
God given me? Do I 
use them in service to 
others? How might I 
take the next step to 
become a more effec-
tive steward?

2. What qualities in the 
life of Jesus provide a 
model for living and 
an example of good 
stewardship? How 
might they compare 
to my own life and 

I provide for them to 
employ those gifts for 
the good of the com-
munity?

Check this out!!!!!
www.catholicstewardship.org

To help a person in 
the Armed Forces this 
holiday season, check 
out:

www.anysoldier.com

Questions for Reflection

“What return can I 

make to the Lord for 

His Goodness to Me?”
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Your Offering Last Sunday
Loose 592.05

Candles 15.50

Offertory SM 1119.00

Offertory SP 496.00

Children’s Offering 21.50

Thanksgiving 36.00

Immaculate Conception 48.00

Christmas

Dues 100.00

Fuel 20.00
Christmas Flowers 17.00

Your offering to the Parish 2,465.05
National Collections

(Donations to these collections are sent to the Diocese)

Retirement Fund for Religious 5.00

Total National Collections 5.00

Other Collections

(Your contributions benefit various charities)

Habitat for Humanity 47.00

Total Other Collections 47.00

Building Fund

Building Fund

Total Building Fund

Total Deposits last Sunday 2,517.05

Parish Checkbook this Week
Balance Forward (12/02/06)     1,770.52

Income
Loose         592.05

Candles           15.50

Offertory SM       1,119.00

Offertory SP          496.00

Children’s Offering            21.50

Thanksgiving            36.00

Immaculate Conception            48.00
Dues           100.00

Utilities             20.00
Habitat for Humanity             47.00
Christmas Flower Collection             17.00

National Collection: Religious Retirement Fund               5.00

Total Income       4,937.05

Balance Forward         1,670.52
+ Total Income         4,937.05

Total Available Funds         6,707.57

Expenditures
Administration           120.44
Rectory            -0-

Liturgy            72.00

Religious Education           -0-

Plant Operation and Maintenance           975.23

St. Mary’s School         1,335.00

Other Expenses

Total Expenditures         2,502.67

Funds Available         6,707.57

-Total Expenses       - 2,502.67

Balance (12/07/06)          4,204.90

Other Income (Reimbursement from Fr. Ken)          146.00

Transfer from Fundraising       2,084.00

Religious Ed Fundraising          140.00

Perquisites            50.00

“Each person should give

what he in his heart has decided to give –

not reluctantly or under compulsion

for God loves a cheerful giver.”
                                                    Second Corinthians 9:7

Financial 
Stewardship
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The The The 
Parish Parish Parish 

Community Community Community 
of of of 

St. Martin St. Martin St. Martin 
of Tours of Tours of Tours 

and and and 
St. Paul St. Paul St. Paul 

the the the 
ApostleApostleApostle

R. R. 1 Box 396
Jackson, PA

 Phone:
(570) 756-2451

 Fax:
(570) 756-2105

 E-Mail:
parish@martinoftours.com

Pastor
Rev. Kenneth M. Seegar

Parish Pastoral Council

Betsy Supancik, President 
Michael Briechle
Mark Fallon
Diane Frye     
Rachel Gilleran
Charlene Kempa
Chris Lake
Andrew Whitehead

Parish Finance Council

Michael Briechle, President
Richard Lake
Robert Lambert
Matthew Menapace 
Russ Pepe
Rita Reavey
Betsy Supancik,

Religious Ed Program

Chris Lake, DRE
Charlene Kempa
Alfie Lambert
Maureen Maloney
Diane Monteforte
Amber Rockwell
Ruth Zeck

We’re on the Web!
See us at:

www.martinoftours.com

Susquehanna Smal l  Engine Susquehanna Smal l  Engine 

Sales, Serv ice and Repai rs,  InSales, Serv ice and Repai rs,  Incc

 Home of service and reasonable prices. 

 We have the same price or less as the big home 
improvement stores, but we service what we sell. 
We carry everything from chain saws to garden 

tractors and everything in 

between. 

Husqvarna and Stihl products available.

We repair all small engines

Located on Rt. 171 between Susquehanna and 
Great Bend

570-853-4694

Tom McNamara – owner and parishioner

Nail Care at the Hair Zoo in Clifford
By Corinna Kinney 

Licensed Manicurist
Manicures - Pedicures - Nail Art

Acrylics - Gels - Wraps  

Hand/Arm Massage - Foot/Leg Massage 

ALSO FEATURING: NAIL PIERCING!

Your Ad can appear Here!
Contact 

Jo Anne Hadnagy 570-727-3441 

or 

Matt Menapace 756-2935

to reserve your space today!

Hadnagy’s Mountain Hideaway
Frank and JoAnn Hadnagy

Proprietors

P. O. Box 9  -Stack Rd.

Thompson, PA 18465

Phone: 5707273441,            Fax: 5707272193

Lisa Winners Beauty Salon

Susquehanna (570) 853-2727

New Milford (570) 465-5353

Full Hair Care and Nail Salons

Carpet-Vinyl-Tile

The Carpet Catalog
Box 173, Jackson Ave.

Thompson, PA 18465

Sales and Installation

(570 727-3350 

Hours: M-F 10a.m.—5 p.m., Sat. 9a.m.—1 p.m. 

Please 
Patronize

Our 
Sponsors 
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